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"  TO  THE  READER." 


The  soorce  from  whence  this  Work  proceeds  will  be 
a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  facts  it  contains.  A 
high  sense  of  duty  and  honor  has  prompted  these  de- 
tails which  have  for  many  years  been  on  the  eve  of 
publication.  It  will  be  worthy  of  the  perusal  of  The 
Great  because  it  will  serve  as  a  mirror,  and  they  who 
do  not  see  themselves,  or  their  actions  reflected,  will 
not  take  offence  at  the  unvarnished  Picture — it  may 
afford  real  benefit  to  the  Statesman  and  Politician,  by 
the  ample  testimouy  it  gives,  that  when  Justice  is  per- 
verted, the  most  lamentable  consequences  ensue  ;  and 
to  that  class  of  Society  whose  station  is  more  humble, 
it  may  unfold  the  designing  characters  by  whom  they 
have  so  frequently  been  deceived.  They  only  are 
competent  to  detail  the  scenes  and  intrigues  of  a  Court, 
who  have  been  most  intimately  acquainted  with  it, 
and  it  must  at  all  times  be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  a 
climate  not  very  condusive  to  the  growth  of  Virtue, 
not  very  frequently  the  abode  of  Truth— yet  although 
its  atmosphere  is  so  tainted,  its  giddy  crowd  is  thought 
enviably  happy.  The  fallacy  of  such  opinions  is  here 
set  forth  to  public  view,  by  one  who  has  spent  much 
of  her  time  in  the  interior  of  a  Court,  and  whose  im- 
mediate knowledge  of  the  then  passing  events,  give 


IV,  TO  THE   READER. 

ability  to  narrate  them  faithfully.  Many,  very  many, 
facts  are  here  omited,  which  hereafter  shall  appear, 
and  there  is  little  doubt,  bat  that  some  general  good 
may  result  from  an  unprejudiced  and  calm  perusal  of 
the  subjects  subjoined. 


"  PREFACE." 


How  far  the  law  of  Libel  (as  it  now  stands)  may  affect 
is  best  to  be  ascertained  by  a  reference  to  the  declara- 
tion of  Lord  Abingdon,  in  1779,  and  inserted,  verbatim, 
at  page  69— 1st  voL  of  this  "  Secret  History ."  The 
following  Pages  are  intended  as  a  bene6t,  not  to  do 
injury.  If  the  facts  could  not  have  been  maintained 
proper  methods  ought  to  have  been  adopted  to  have 
caused  the  most  minute  enquiry  and  investigation 
upon  the  subject*  Many  an  Arrow  has  been  shot,  and 
innumerable  suspicions  entertained  from  what  motive, 
and  by  whose  hand  the  bow  was  drawn,  yet  here  all 
mystery  ceases,  and  an  open  avowal  is  made : — Would 
to  Heaven  for  the  honor  of  human  nature  that  the 
subjoined  documents  were  falsehoods  and  calumnia- 
tions invented  for  the  purpose  of  maligning  character, 
or  for  personal  resentments— Jbut  the  unusual  corro- 
boration of  events,  places,  times,  and  persons,  will  not 
admit  the  probability.  In  the  affair  of  the  ever 
lamented  Death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  the  three 
important  Letters  commencing  at  page  369,  vol.  1st, 
are  of  essential  importance,  and  deserve  the  most 
grave  and  deliberate  enquiry — for  the  first  time  they 
now  appear  in  print.  The  subjects  connected  with 
the  Royal  Mother  are  also  of  deep  interest.  The  con- 
duct of  the  English  Government  towards  Napoleon  is 
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introduced,  to  give  a  true  and  impartial  view  of  the 
reasons  which  dictated  such  arbitrary  and  unjust 
measures  enforced  againtft  that  Great  Man,  and  which 
will  ever  remain  a  blot  upon  the  British  Nation. 
These  unhandsome  derelictions  from  honorable  con- 
duct could  alone  be  expressed  by  those  who  were  well 
informed  upon  private  subjects.  Respect  for  the 
illustrious  Dead  has  materially  encouraged  the  incli- 
nation to  give  publicity  to  scenes,  which  were  as  re- 
voking in  themselves  as  they  were  cruel  and  most  heart- 
rending to  the  Victims:  throughout  the  whole,  it  is 
quite  apparent  that  certain  Persons  were  obnoxious 
to  the  Ruling  Authorities,  and  the  sequel  will  prove, 
that  the  extinction  of  such  Persons  was  resolved  upon, 
let  the  means  and  measures  to  obtain  that  object  be 
what  they  might.  During  this  period  we  find  those 
who  had  long  been  opposed  in  Political  sentiments, 
to  all  appearance  perfectly  reconciled,  and  adhering  to 
that  party  from  whom  they  might  expect  the  greatest 
honors  and  advancement  in  the  State.  We  need 
only  refer  as  proofs  for  this,  to  the  late  "  Spencer 
Percival,"  and  €€  George  Canning" — who  to  obtain 
preferment  joined  the  confederations  formed  against 
an  unprotected  Princess,  and  yet  who  previously  had 
been  the  most  strenuous  defenders  of  the  same  Lady's 
cause. — Well  may  it  be  observed  that  Vanity  is  too 
powerful, 
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The  Seals  of  Office  glitter  in  their  eyes, 

They  leave  the  truth,  and  by  their  falsehoods  rise/* 
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These  remarks  are  not  intended  as  any  disparagement 
to  tbe  private  characters  or  virtues  of  those  statesmen 
whose  talent  was  great  and  well  cultivated,  but  to  es- 
tablish the  position  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  work 
to  show  that  Justice  has  not  been  fairly  and  imparti- 
ally administered  when  the  requirement  was  in  oppo- 
sition to  tbe  Royal  wish  or  the  administration. 

Within  these  volumes  will  also  be  found  urgent 
remonstrances  against  the  indignities  offered  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  whose  forebearance  has  been  great, 
and  whose  sorrows  are  without  a  parallel,  and  who 
merit  the  same  regard  as  England  and  Scotland.— 
Much  is  omited  relative  to  the  private  conduct  of 
persons  who  occupy  high  Motions,  but  should  it  be 
needful,  it  shall  be  published,  and  all  the  correspon- 
dence connected  therewith.  It  is  true  much  honor 
will  not  be  derived  from  such  explanations,  but  they 
are  forthcoming  if  requisite* 

The  generality  of  readers  will  not  criticise  severely 
upon  the  diction  of  these  prefatory  remarks ;  they 
will  rather  have  their  attention  turned  to  the  truths 
submitted  to  them,  and  the  end  in  view, — that  end  is 
for  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  Society— 
to  unite  more  closely  each  member  in  the  bonds  of 
friendship  and  amity,  and  to  expose  the  hidden  causes 
which  for  so  long  a  period  have  been  barriers  to 
concord,  unity,  and  happiness 


"may  god  defend  the  right.'* 
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The  secret  history  of  the  Court  of  England,  during 
the  last  two  reigns,  will  afford  the  reflecting  mind 
abundant  matter  for  regret  and  abhorrence.  It  has, 
however,  been  so  much  the  fashion  for  historians  to 
speak  of  kings  and  their  ministers  in  all  the  fulsome 
terms  of  flattery,  that  the  inquirer  frequently  finds 
it  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  arrive  at  truth.  But, 
fearless  of  consequences,  we  will  speak  of  facts  as 
they  really  occurred,  and  only  hope  our  readers  will 
accompany  us  in  the  recital  with  feelings,  unwarped 
by  party  prejudice,  and  with  a  determination  to 
judge  the  actions  of  kings,  lords,  and  commons,  not 
as  beings  of  a  superior  order,  but  as  men.  Minds 
thus  constituted  will  have  little  difficulty  in  tracing 
the  origin  of  our  present  evils,  or  of  perceiving 

"  How  many  that  command  should  be  commanded  !" 

We  commence  with  the  year 

about  which  period  George  the  Third  was  pressed 
by  his  ministers  to  make  choice  of  some  royal  lady, 
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and  demand  her  in  marriage.  They  urged  this 
under  the  pretext,  that  such  a  connexion  was  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  give  stability  to  the  monarchy, 
to  assist  the  progressive  improvements  in  morality 
and  religion,  and  to  benefit  all  artificers,  by  making  a 
display  at  court  of  their  ingenious  productions.  His 
majesty  heard  the  proposal  with  an  aching  heart ; 
and,  to  many  of  his  ministers,  he  seemed  as  if  la- 
bouring under  bodily  indisposition.  Those  persons, 
however,  who  were  in  the  immediate  confidence  of 
the  king,  felt  no  surprise  at  the  distressing  change 
so  apparent  in  the  countenance  of  his  majesty,  the 
cause  of  which  may  be  traced  in  the  following  par- 
ticulars : 

The  unhappy  sovereign,  while  Prince  of  Wales, 
was  in  the  daily  habit  of  passing  through  St.  James9 
street,  and  its  immediate  vicinity.  In  one  of  his 
favourite  rides  through  that  part  of  town,  he  saw  a 
very  engaging  young  lady,  who  appeared,  by  her 
dress,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
The  prince  was  much  struck  by  the  delicacy  and 
lovely  appearance  of  this  female,  and,  for  several 
succeeding  days,  was  observed  to  walk  out  alone. 
At  length,  the  passion  of  his  royal  highness  arrived 
at  such  a  point,  that  he  felt  his  happiness  depended 
upon  receiving  the  lady  in  marriage. 

Every  individual  in  his  immediate  circle,  or  in  the 
list  of  the  privy  council,  was  very  narrowly  ques- 
tioned by  the  prince,  though  in  an  indirect  manner, 
to  ascertain  who  was  most  to  be  trusted,  that  he 
might  secure,  honorably >  the  possession  of  the  object 
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of  his  ardent  wishes.  His  royal  highness,  at  last, 
confided  his  views  to  his  next  brother,  Edward, 
Duke  of  York,  and  another  person,  who  were  the 
only  witnesses  to  the  legal  marriage  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  the  before-mentioned  lady,  Hannah  Light- 
foot,  which  took  place  at  Curzon-street  Chapel, 
May  Fair,  in  the  year  1759. 

This  marriage  was  productive  of  issue,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which,  however,  we  pass  over  for  the 
present,  and  only  look  to  the  results  of  the  union. 

Shortly  after  the  prince  came  to  the  throne,  by  the 
title  of  George  the  Third,  ministers  became  sus- 
picious of  his  marriage  with  the  quakeress.  At 
length,  they  were  informed  of  the  important  fact, 
and  immediately  determined  to  annul  it  After  in- 
numerable schemes  how  they  might  best  attain  this 
end,  and  thereby  frustrate  the  king's  wishes,  they 
devised  the  "  Royal  Marriage  Act,"  by  which  every. 
prince  or  princess  of  the  blood  might  not  marry  or. 
intermarry  with  any  person  of  less  degree*  Thit\ 
act,  however,  was  not  passed  till  thirteen  years  qfter 
George  the  Third's  union  with  Miss  Lightfoot,  and 
therefore  it  could  not  render  such  marriage  illegal. 

From  the  moment  the  ministry  became  aware  of 
his  majesty's  alliance  to  the  lady  just  named,  they 
took  possession  of  their  watch-tower,  and  determined 
that  the  new  sovereign  should  henceforth  do  even 
as  their  will  dictated;  while  the  unsuspecting  mind 
of  George  the  Third  was  easily  beguiled  into  their 
specious  devices.  In  the  absence  of  the  king's  be- 
loved brother,  Edward,   Duke  of  York,  (who  was 
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then  abroad  for  a  short  period)  his  majesty  was  as- 
sured by  his  ministers  that  no  cognizance  would  be 
taken  at  any  time  of  his  late  unfortunate  amour  and 
marriage ;  and  persuaded  him,  that  the  only  stability 
he  could  give  to  his  throne  was  demanding  the  hand 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Mecklenburgh  Strelitz. 
Every  needful  letter  and  paper  for  the  negotiation 
was  speedily  prepared  for  the  king's  signature,  which, 
in  due  course,  each  received ;  and  thus  was  the  foun- 
dation laid  for  this  ill-fated  prince's  future  malady! 

Who  can  reflect  upon  the  blighted  first  love  of  this 
monarch,  without  experiencing  feelings  of  pity  for 
his  early  sorrows !  With  his  domestic  habits,  had  he 
only  been  allowed  to  live  with  the  wife  of  his  choice, 
his  reign  might  have  passed  in  harmony  and  peace, 
and  the  English  people  now  been  affluent,  happy, 
and  contented.  Instead  of  which,  his  unfeeling 
ministers  compelled  him  to  marry  one  of  the  most 
selfish,  vindictive,  and  tyrannical  women  that  ever 
disgraced  human  nature !  At  the  first  sight  of  the 
German  princess,  the  king  actually  shrunk  from  her 
gaze  v  for  her  countenance  was  of  that  cast  that  too 
plainly  told  of  the  nature  of  the  spirit  working 
within. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  the  king  was  obliged  to 
subscribe  to  the  formal  ceremony  of  a  marriage  with 
the  before-named  lady,  at  the  palace  of  St  James. 
His  majesty's  brother  Edward,  who  was  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  king's  first  marriage  with  Miss  Light- 
foot,  was  now  also  present,  and  used  every  endea- 
vour to  support  his  royal  brother  through  the  "  trying 
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ordeal,"  not  only  by  first  meeting  the  princess  on  her 
entrance  into  the  garden,  but  also  at  the  altar. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Earl  of  Abercorn  informed 
the  princess  of  the  previous  marriage  of  the  king, 
and  of  the  then  existence  of  his  majesty's  wife;  and 
Lord  Harcourt  advised  the  princess  to  well  inform 
herself  of  the  policy  of  the  kingdoms,  as  a  measure 
for  preventing  much  future  disturbance  in  the 
country,  as  well  as  securing  an  uninterrupted  pos- 
session of  the  throne  to  her  issue.  Presuming, 
therefore,  that  this  German  princess  had  hitherto 
been  an  open  and  ingenuous  character,  (which  are 
certainly  traits  very  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  mind 
of  a  German  of  her  grade)  such  expositions,  inti- 
mations, and  dark  mysteries,  were  ill  calculated  to 
nourish  honorable  feelings,  but  would  rather  ope- 
rate as  a  check  to  their  further  existence. 

To  the  public  eye,  the  newly-married  pair  were 
contented  with  each  other; — alas!  it  was  because 
each  feared  an  exposure  to  the  nation.  The  king  re- 
proached himself  that  he  had  not  fearlessly  avowed 
the  only  wife  of  his  affections  ;  the  queen,  because 
she  feared  an  explanation  that  the  king  was  guilty  of 
bigamy,  and  thereby  her  claim,  as  also  that  of  her 
progeny,  (if  she  should  have  any)  would  be  known 
to  be  illegitimate.  It  appears  as  if  the  result  of 
these  reflections  formed  a  basis  for  the  misery  of 
millions,  and  added  to  that  number  millions  then 
unborn.  The  secret  marriage  of  the  king  proved  a 
pivot,  on  which  the  destiny  of  kingdoms  was  to 
turn. 
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At  this  period  of  increased  anxiety  to  bis  majesty, 
Miss  Lightfoot  was  disposed  of  during  a  temporary 
absence  of  his  brother  Edward,  and  from  that  time 
no  satisfactory  tidings  ever  reached  those  most  in- 
terested in  her  welfare.  The  only  information  that 
could  be  obtained  was,  that  a  young  gentleman, 
named  Axford,  was  offered  a  large  amount,  to  be 
paid  on  the  consummation  of  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Lightfoot,  which  offer  he  willingly  accepted. 

The  king  was  greatly  distressed  to  ascertain  the 
fate  of  his  much-beloved  and  legally-married  wife, 
the  quakeress,  and  entrusted  Lord  Chatham  to  go  in 
disguise,  and  endeavour  to  trace  her  abode ;  but  the 
search  proving  fruitless,  the  king  was  again  almost 
distracted. 

Every  one  in  the  queen's  confidence  was  expected 
to  make  any  personal  sacrifice  of  feeling  whenever 
her  ro&jesty  might  require  it;  and,  consequently, 
new  emoluments,  honors,  and  posts  of  dignity,  were 
continually  needful  for  the  preservation  of  such  un- 
natural friendships.  From  this  period,  new  creations 
of  peers  were  enrolled ;  and,  as  it  became  expedient 
to  increase  the  number  of  the  "  privy  cabal,"  the 
nation  was  freely  called  upon,  by  extra  taxation  and 
oppressive  burdens  of  various  kinds,  to  supply  the 
necessary  means  to  support  this  vile  system  of  bri- 
bery and  misrule ! 

We  have  dwelt  upon  this  important  period,  be- 
cause we  wish  our  countrymen  to  see  the  origin  qf 
our  overgrown  national  debt, — the  real  cause  of  Eng- 
land's present  wretchedness. 
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Hie  coronation  of  their  majesties  passed  over,  a 
few  days  after  their  marriage,  without  any  remark- 
able feature,  save  that  of  an  additional  expense  to 
the  nation.  The  queen  generally  appeared  at  ease, 
though  she  seized  upon  every  possible  occasion  to 
slight  all  persons  from  whom  she  feared  any  state 
explanation,  which  might  prove  inimical  to  her 
wishes.  The  wily  queen  thought  this  would  effectu- 
ally prevent  their  frequent  appearance  at  court,  as 
well  as  cause  their  banishment  from  the  council- 
chamber. 

A  bill  was  passed  this  year  to  fix  the  civil  list  at  the 
annual  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
payable  out  of  the  consolidated  fund,  in  lieu  of  the 
hereditary  revenue,  settled  on  the  late  king. 

Another  act  .passed,  introduced  to  parliament  by 
a  speech  from  the  throne,  for  the  declared  purpose 
of  giving  additional  security  to  the  independence  of 
the  judges.  Although  there  was  a  law  then  in  force, 
passed  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Third,  for  con* 
turning  the  commissions  of  judges  during  their 
good  behaviour,  they  were  legally  determined  on  the 
death  of  the  reigning  sovereign.  By  this  act,  how* 
ever,  their  continuance  in  office  was  made  indepen- 
dent of  the  royal  demise. 

Twelve  millions  of  money  were  raised  by  leans 
this  year,  and  the  interest  thereon  agreed  to  be  paid 
by  an  additional  duty  of  three  shillings  per  barrel 
on  all  strong  beer  or  ale,-— the  sinking  fund  being  a 
collateral  security.  The  imposition  of  this  tax  was 
received  by  the  people  as  it  deserved  to  be ;  for  every 
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labourer  and  mechanic  severally  felt  himself  insulted 
by  so  oppressive  an  act. 

The  year 

1762 

was  ushered  in  by  the  hoarse  clarion  of  war.  Eng- 
land declared  against  Spain,  while  France  and  Spain 
became  opposed  to  Portugal,  on  account  of  her 
alliance  With  Great  Britain.  These  hostilities,  how- 
ever, were  not  of  long  duration ;  for  preliminaries 
of  peace  were  signed,  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
year,  by  the  English  and  French  plenipotentiaries  at 
Fontaiiibleau. 

By  this  treaty,  the  original  cause  of  the  war  was 
removed  by  the  cession  of  Canada  to  England.  .This 
advantage,  if  advantage  it  may  be  called,  cost  this 
country  eighteen  millions  qf  money,  besides  the  loss 
of  three  hundred  thousand  men!  Every  friend  of 
humanity  must  shudder  at  so  wanton  a  sacrifice 
of  life,  and  so  prodigious  an  expenditure  of  the 
public  money !  But  this  was  only  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  reign  of  imbecility  and  Germanism. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  her  majesty  was  safely 
delivered  of  a  prince.  Court  etiquette  requires 
numerous  witnesses  of  the  birth  of  an  heir-apparent 
to  the  British  throne.  On  this  occasion,  however, 
her  majesty's  extraordinary  delicacy  dispensed  with 
a  strict  adherence  to  the  forms  of  state ;  for  only 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  was  allowed  to  be  in 
the  room.     But  there  were  more  powerful  reasons 
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than  delicacy  for  this  unusual  privacy,  which  will 
hereafter  appear. 

On  the  18th  of  September  following,  the  cere- 
mony of  christening  the  royal  infant  was  performed 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  great 
council-chamber  of  his  majesty's  palace,  and  the 
young  prince  was  named  George,  Augustus,  Fre- 
derick. 

In  this  year,  the  city  of  Havannah  surrendered 
to  the  English,  whose  troops  were  commanded  by 
Lord  Albermarle  and  Admiral  Pococke.  Nine  sail 
of  the  line  and  four  frigates  were  taken  in  the 
harbour ;  three  of  the  line  had  been  previously 
sunk  by  the  enemy,  and  two  were  destroyed  on  the 
stocks.  The  plunder  in  money  and  merchandize 
was  supposed  to  have  amounted  to  three  millions 
sterling,  while  the  sum  raised  by  the  land-tax,  at 
four  shillings  in  life  pound,  from  1756  to  I76O 
inclusive,  also  produced  ten  millions  qf  money!  But 
to  what  purpose  this  amount  was  devoted  remained 
a  profound  secret  to  those  from  whom  it  was 
extorted. 

In  the  November  of  this  year,  the  famous  Peter 
Annet  was  sentenced  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
to  be  imprisoned  one  month,  to  stand  twice  in  the 
pillory  within  that  time,  and  afterwards  to  be  kept 
•to  hard  labour  in  Bridewell  for  a  year.  The  reader 
may  feel  surprised  when  informed  that  all  the  enor- 
mity this  man  had  been  guilty  of  consisted  in 
nothing  more  than  writing  the  truth  of  the  govern- 
ment, which  was  published  in  his  "  Free  Inquire^." 
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The  unmerited  punishment*  however,  had  bftly  this 
effect:  it  made  him  glory  in  suffering  for  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  truth. 

1763 

was  a  continuation  of  the  misrule  which  charac- 
terized the  preceding  year. 

In  May,  Lord  Bute  resigned  the  office  of  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  conduct  of  the  earl 
became  a  question  of  much  astonishment  and  cri- 
ticism. He  was  the  foundation-stone  of  Toryism, 
in  its  most  arbitrary  form ;  and  there  cannot  be 
.a  doubt  that  his  lordship's  influence  over  the  state 
machinery  was  the  key-stone  of  all  the  mischiefs  and 
miseries  of  the  nation.  It  was  Lord  Bute's  opinion, 
that  all  things  should  be  made  subservient  to  the 
queen,  and  he  framed  his  measures  accordingly. 

The  earl  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  George  Grenville. 
Little  alteration  for  the  better,  however,  was  mani- 
fested in  the  administration,  although  the  characters 
and  principles  of  the  new  ministers  were  supposed 
to  be  of  a  liberal  description ;  but  this  may  possibly 
be  accounted  for  by  the  Earls  of  Halifax  and  Egre- 
mont  continuing  to  be  the  secretaries  of  state. 

In  this  memorable  year,  the  celebrated  John 
Wilkes,  editor  of  "  The  North  Briton,"  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower,  for  an  excellent,  though 
biting,  criticism  on  his  majesty's  speech  to  the  two 
houses  of  parliament.  The  queen  vigorously  pro- 
moted this  unconstitutional  and  tyrannical  act  of 
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the  new  government,  which  was  severely  censured 
by  many  members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Among  the  rest,  Mr.  Pitt  considered  the  act  as 
an  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  the  people ;  and, 
although  he  condemned  the  libel,  he  said  he  would 
come  at  the  author  fairly, — not  by  an  open  breach  of 
the  constitution,  and  a  contempt  of  all  restraint. 
Wilkes,  however,  came  off  triumphantly,  and  his 
victoty  was  hailed  with  delight  by  his  gratified 
countrymen. 

In  the  midst  of  this  public  agitation,  the  queen, 
on  the  1 6th  of  August,  burdened  the  nation  with  her 
second  son,  Frederick,  afterwards  created  Duke  of 
York,  Bishop  of  Osnaburgh9  and  many  other  et 
ectcras,  which  produced  a  good  round  sum,  and, 
we  should  think,  more  than  sufficient  to  support 
this  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  at  the  age  of— 
eleven  months  I 

Colonel  Grime,  who  had  been  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about  the  marriage  of  the  Prin- 
cess Charlotte  of  Mecklenburgh  with  the  King  of 
England,  was  this  year  appointed  Master  of  St.  Car 
therine,  near  the  Tower,  an  excellent  sinecure  in  the 
peculiar  gift  of  the  queen  ! 

The  most  important  public  event  on  the  continent 
vas,  the  death  of  Augustus,  third  King  of  Poland, 
and  Elector  of  Saxony,  who  had  lately  returned  to 
his  electoral  dominions,  from  which  he  had  been 
banished  for  six  years,  in  consequence  of  the  war. 
Immediately  after  his  demise,  his  eldest  son  and 
successor  to  the  electorate  declared  himself  a  candi- 
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date  for  the  crown  of  Poland,  in  which  ambition  he 
was  supposed  to  be  countenanced  by  the  Court  of 
Vienna ;  but  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  small-pox,  a  few 
weeks  after  his  father's  death. 

During  the  year 

1764, 

much  public  anxiety  and  disquietude  was  manifested. 
Mr.  Wilkes  again  appeared  before  a  public  tribunal 
for  publishing  opinions  not  in  accordance  with  the 
reigning  powers.  The  House  of  Commons  sat  so 
early  as  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  consider  his 
case,  and  the  speaker  actually  remained  in  the  chair 
for  twenty  hours,  so  important  was  the  matter  con- 
sidered. 

About  the  end  of  this  year,  the  king  became 
much  indisposed,  and  exhibited  the  first  signs  of 
that  mental  aberration,  which,  in  after  years,  so 
heavily  afflicted  him.  The  nation,  in  general,  sup- 
posed this  to  have  arisen  from  his  majesty's  anxiety 
upon  the  fearful  aspect  of  affairs,  which  was  then 
of  the  most  gloomy  nature,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  Little,  indeed,  did  the  multitudes  imagine 
the  real  cause ;  little  did  the  private  gentleman,  the 
industrious  tradesman,  the  worthy  mechanic,  or  the 
labourer,  think  that  their  sovereign  was  living  in 
splendid  misery,  bereft  of  the  dearest  object  of  his 
solicitude,  and  compelled  to  associate  with  the 
woman  he  all  but  detested ! 

Nature  had  not  formed  George  the  Third  for  a 
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king;  she  bad  not  been  profuse  to  him  either  in' 
elegance  of  manners,  or  capacity  of  mind ;  but  he 
seemed  more  fitted  to  shine  in  a  domestic  circle, 
where  his  affections  were  centred,  and  in  that  sphere 
ooly.  But,  with  all  hereditary  monarchies,  an  in- 
competent person  has  tlie  same  claim  as  a  man  adorned 
with  every  requisite  and  desirable  ability! 

In  this  year,  Lord  Albermarle  received  twenty 
thousand  pounds  as  his  share  in  the  Havannah 
prize-money ;  while  one  pound f  two  shillings,  and  six- 
pence was  thought  sufficient  for  a  corporal,  and  thir- 
teen shillings  and  jive-pence  for  a  private !  How  far 
this  disbursement  was  consistent  with  equity,  we 
leave  every  honest  member  of  society  to  determine. 

In  December,  a  most  excellent  edict  was  regis- 
tered in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  by  which  the  King 
of  France  abolished  the  society  of  Jesuits  for  ever. 


Early  in  the  year 


1765, 


the  queen  was  pressingly  anxious  that  her  marriage 
with  the  king  should  again  be  solemnized ;  and,  as 
the  queen  was  then  pregnant,  his  majesty  readily  ac- 
quiesced in  her  wishes.  Dr.  Wilmot,  by  his  majesty's 
appointment,  performed  the  ceremony  at  their 
palace  at  Kew.  The  king's  brother,  Edward,  was 
present  upon  this  occasion  also,  as  he  had  been  on 
the  two  former  ones* 
Under  the  peculiar  distractions  of  this  yetfr,  it 
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was  supposed,  the  mind  of  the  sovereign  was  again 
disturbed.  To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  inter- 
ruptions to  the  royal  authority,  a  law  was  passed, 
empowering  his  majesty  to  appoint  the  queen,  or 
other  member  of  the  royal  family,  assisted  by  a 
council,  to  act  as  regent  of  the  kingdom.  Although 
his  majesty's  blank  of  intellect  was  but  of  short 
duration,  it  proved  of  essential  injury  to  the  people 
generally.  The  tyrannical  queen,  presuming  on  the 
authority  of  this  bill,  exercised  the  most  unlimited 
sway  over  national  affairs.  She  supplied  her  own  re- 
quirements and  opinions,  in  unison  with  her  trusty- 
bought  clan,  who  made  it  apparent  that  these  sugges- 
tions were  offered  by  the  king,  and  were  his  settled 
opinions,  upon  the  most  deliberate  investigation  of 
all  matters  and  things  connected  therewith ! 

During  the  king's  indisposition,  he  was  most  pas- 
sionate in  his  requests,  that  the  wife  qf  his  choice 
should  be  brought  to  him.  The  queen,  judging  her 
influence  might  be  of  much  consequence  to  quell  the 
perturbation  of  her  husband's  mind,  was,  agreeably 
to  her  own  request,  admitted  to  the  solitary  apart- 
ment of  the  king.  It  is  true  he  recognised  her,  but 
it  was  followed  by  extreme  expressions  of  disap- 
pointment and  disgust!  The  queen  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  all  subjects  connected  with  his  ma- 
jesty's unfortunate  passion  and  marriage ;  therefore, 
she  thought  it  prudent  to  stifle  expressions  of  anger 
or  sorrow,  and,  as  soon  as  decency  permitted,  left 
the  place,  resolving  thenceforth  to  manage  the  helm 
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On  the  31st  of  October,  his  majesty's  uncle,  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  died  suddenly  at  bis  bouse 
in  Upper  Grosvenor-street,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of 
his  age;  and  on  the  28th  of  December,  his  majesty's 
joongest  brother,  Prince  Frederick  William,  also 
expired,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age. 


On  December  1st, 


1766, 


his  majesty's  sister,   Matilda,  was  married  to  the 

King  of  Denmark,  and  the  Duke  of  York  was  proxy 

oo  the  occasion.  Soon  afterwards,  his  royal  highness 

took  leave  of  his  brother,  and  set  out  on  a  projected 

tour  through  Germany,  and  other  parts  of  the  con-  j 

tment    The  queen  was  most  happy  to  say  "  Adieu," 

and,  for  the  first  time,  felt  something  like  ease  on  j 

his  account. 

The  supplies  granted  for  the  service  of  this  year, 
although  the  people  were  in  the  most  distressed 
state,  amounted  to  eight  millions,  two  hundred  and 
tetcnty-three  thousand,  two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds! 

i 
Id  the  year 

1767. 

the  noble-minded  and  generous  Duke  of  York  was 
married  to  a  descendant  of  the  Stuarts,  an  amiable 
and  conriliatiug  lady,  not  only  willing,  but  anxious, 
to  Hve  without  the  splendour  of  royal  parade,  and 
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desirous  also  of  evading  the  flatteries  and  falsehoods 
of  a  court 

In  August,  the  duke  lived  very  retired  in  a 
chateau  near  Monaco,  in  Italy,  blessed  and  happy 
in  the  society  of  his  wife.  She  was  then  advancing 
in  pregnancy,  and  his  solicitude  for  her  was  suffi- 
cient to  have  deeply  interested  a  heart  less  suscep- 
tible than  her  own.  Their  marriage  was  kept  from 
public  declaration,  but  we  shall  refer  to  the  proofs 
hereafter.  In  the  ensuing  month,  it  was  announced 
that  (17th  September)  the  duke  "  died  of  a  ma- 
lignant fever,"  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  age, 
and  the  news  was  immediately  communicated  to  the 
King  of  England.  The  body  was  said  to  be  em- 
balmed, (?)  and  then  put  on  board  his  majesty's 
ship  Montreal,  to  be  brought  to  England.  His 
royal  highness  was  interred  on  the  evening  of  No- 
vember 3rd,  in  the  royal  vault  of  King  Henry  the 
Seventh's  Chapel. 

The  fate  of  the  duke's  unfortunate  and  incon- 
solable widow,  and  that  of  the  infant,  to  whom  she 
soon  after  gave  birth,  must  be  reserved  for  its  ap- 
propriate place  in  this  history. 

The  high  price  of  provisions  this  year  occasioned 
much  distress  and  discontent,  and  excited  tumults 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Notwithstanding 
this,  ministers  attempted  to  retain  every  tax  that  had 
been  imposed  during  the  late  war,  and  appeared 
perfectly  callous  to  the  sufferings  of  the  productive 
classes.  Even  the  land-tax,  of  four  shillings  in  the 
pound,  was  attempted  to  be  continued,  though  con* 
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tary  to  all  former  custom ;  but  the  country  gentle- 
men became  impatient  of  this  innovation,  and  con- 
trived to  get  a  bill  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  reduce  it  to  three  shillings  in  the 
pound.  This  was  carried  by  a  great  majority,  in 
spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  ministry  to  the  con- 
trary! The  defeat  of  the  ministers  caused  a  great 
sensation  at  the  time,  as  it  was  the  first  money-bill 
in  which  any  ministry  had  been  disappointed  since 
the  revolution  of  1688 !  But  what  can  any  ministers 
do  against  the  wishes  of  a  determined  people  ?  If 
the  horse  knew  his  own  strength,  would  he  submit 
to  the  dictation  of  his  rider  ? 

On  account  of  the  above  bill  being  thrown  out, 
ministers  had  considerable  difficulty  in  raising  the 
necessary  supplies  for  the  year,  which  were  esti- 
mated at  eight  millions  and  a  half,  including,  we 
suppose,  secret-service  money,  which  was  now  in 
great  demand. 

The  king  experienced  a  fluctuating  state  of  health, 
sometimes  improving,  again  retrograding,  up  to  the 
year 

1768. 

In  his  speech,  in  the  November  of  this  year,  his 
majesty  announced,  that  much  disturbance  had  been 
exhibited  in  some  of  the  colonies,  and  a  disposition 
manifested  to  throw  aside  their  dependence  upon 
Great  Britain.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  a  new 
office  was  created,  under  the  name  of  "  Secretary  of 
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State  for  the  Colonies/*  and  to  which  the  Earl  of 
Hillsborough  was  appointed. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  having  resigned,  parliament 
was  dissolved.  Party  spirit  running  high,  the  elec- 
tioneering contests  were  unusually  violent,  and 
serious  disorders  occurred.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  returned 
for  Middlesex ;  but,  being  committed  to  the  King's 
Bench  for  libels  on  the  government,  the  mob  rescued 
Wilkes  from  the  soldiers,  who  were  conducting  him 
thither.  The  military  were  ordered  to  fire  on  the 
people,  and  one  man,  who  was  singled  out  and  pur* 
sued  by  the  soldiers,  was  shot  dead.  A  coroner's 
inquest  brought  this  in  wilful  murder,  though  the 
higher  authorities  not  only  acquitted  the  magistrates 
and  soldiers,  but  actually  returned  public  thanks  to 
them! 

At  this  period,  the  heart  sickens  at  the  relations 
given  of  the  punishments  inflicted  on  many  private 
soldiers  in  the  guards.  They  were  each  allowed 
only  four-pence  per  day.  If  they  deserted  and  were 
re-taken,  the  poor  delinquents  suffered  the  dreadful 
infliction  of  five  hundred  lashes.  The  victims  thus 
flagellated  very  seldom  escaped  with  life !  In  the 
navy,  also,  the  slightest  offence  or  neglect  was  pu- 
nished with  inexpressible  tortures.  This  infamous 
treatment  of  brave  men  can  only  be  accounted  for 
by  the  fact,  that  officers  in  the  army  and  navy  either 
bought  their  situations,  or  received  them  as  a  com- 
pensation  for  some  secret  service  performed  for,  or 
by  the  request  of,  the  queen  and  her  servile  mi* 
nistry.    Had  officers  been  promoted  from  the  ranks. 
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for  performing  real  services  to  their  country,  they* 
would  have  then  possessed  more  commiseration  for 
their  brothers  in  arms. 

We  must  here  do  justice  to  the  character  of 
George  the  Third  from  all  intentional  tyranny. 
Many  a  time  has  this  monarch  advocated  the  cause 
of  the  productive  classes,  and  as  frequently  have 
his  ministers,  urged  on  by  the  queen,  defeated  his 
most  sanguine  wishes,  until  he  found  himself  a  mere 
cipher  in  the  affairs  of  state.  The  king's  simplicity 
of  style  and  unaffected  respect  for  the  people  would 
have  induced  him  to  despise  the  gorgeous  pageantry 
of  state ;  he  had  been  happy,  indeed,  to  have  been 
"  the  real  father  of  his  subjects."  His  majesty  well 
knew  that  the  public  good  ought  to  be  the  sole  aim 
of  all  governments,  and  that  for  this  purpose  a  prince 
is  invested  with  the  regal  crown.  A  king  is  not  to 
employ  his  authority,  patronage,  and  riches,  merely 
to  gratify  his  own  lusts  and  ambition ;  butt  if  need 
require  it,  he  ought  even  to  sacrifice  his  own  ease 
and  pleasure  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  We  give 
George  the  Third  credit  for  holding  these  senti- 
ments, which,  however,  only  increased  his  regrets, 
as  he  really  had  no  power  to  act, — that  power  being 
in  the  possession  of  his  queen,  and  other  crafty  and 
designing  persons,  to  whose  opinions  and  determi- 
nations he  had  become  a  perfect  slave!  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  he  had  not  sufficient  nerve  to  eject 
such  characters  from  his  councils ;  for  assuredly  the 
nation  would  have  been,  to  a  man,  willing  to  pro*. 
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tect  him  from  their  vile  machinations ;  but  once  sub- 
dued, he  was  subdued  for  ever. 

From  the  birth,  a  prince  is  the  subject  of  flattery, 
and  is  even  caressed  for  his  vicious  propensities ; 
nay,  his  minions  never  appear  before  him  without  a 
mask,  while  every  artifice  that  cunning  can  suggest 
is  practised  to  deceive  him.  He  is  not  allowed  to 
mix  in  general  society,  and  therefore  is  ignorant  of 
the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people  over  whom  he  is 
destined  to  reign.  When  he  becomes  a  king,  his 
counsellors  obtain  his  signature  whenever  they  desire 
it ;  and,  as  his  extravagance  increases,  so  must  sums 
of  money,  in  some  way  or  other,  be  extorted  from 
his  suffering  and  oppressed  subjects.  Should  his 
ministers  prove  ambitious,  war  is  the  natural  result, 
and  the  money  of  the  poor  is  again  in  request  to 
furnish  means  for  their  own  destruction !  Whereas, 
bad  the  prince  been  associated  with  the  intelligent 
and  respectable  classes  of  society,  he  might  have 
warded  off  the  evil,  and,  instead  of  desolating  war, 
peace  might  have  shed  her  gentle  influence  over  the 
land.  Another  barbarous  custom  is,  the  injunction 
imposed  upon  royal  succession,  that  they  shall  not 
marry  only  with  their  equals  in  birth.  But  is  not 
this  a  violation  of  the  most  vital  interests  and  solemn 
engagements  to  which  humanity  have  subscribed  ? 
What  unhappiness  has  not  such  an  unnatural  doc* 
trine  produced  ?  Quality  of  blood  ought  only  to  be 
recognized  by  corresponding  nobility  of  sentiments, 
principles,  and  actions.     He  that  is  debarred  from 
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possessing  the  object  of  his  virtuous  regard  is  to  be 
pitied,  whether  he  be  a  king  or  a  peasant ;  and  we 
can  hardly  wonder  at  his  sinking  into  the  abyss  of 
carelessness,  imbecility,  and  even  madness* 

In  February, 

1769, 

the  first  of  those  deficiencies  in  the  civil  list,  which 
had  occurred  from  time  to  time,  was  made  known  to 
parliament,  by  a  message  in  the  name  of  the  un- 
happy king,  but  who  only  did  as  he  was  ordered  by 
his  ministerial  cabal.  This  debt  amounted  to  five 
imndred  thousand  pounds,  and  his  majesty  was 
tutored  to  say,  that  he  relied  on  the  zeal  and  affec- 
tion of  his  faithful  Commons  to  enable  him  to  dis- 
charge it  I  The  principal  part  of  this  money  was 
expended  upon  wretches,  of  the  most  abandoned 
description,  for  services  performed  against  the  wel- 
fare of  England. 

The  year 

1770 

proved  one  of  much  political  interest.  The  queen 
was  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  a  little  from 
the  apparent  part  she  had  taken  in  the  affairs  of 
state ;  nevertheless,  she  was  equally  active ;  but, 
from  policy,  did  not  appear  so.  Another  plan  to 
deceive  the  people  being  deemed  necessary,  invi- 
tations for  splendid  parties  were  given,  in  order  to 
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assume  An  appearance  of  confidence  and  quietness* 
which  her  majesty  could  not,  and  did  not,  possess. 

In  this  year,  Lord  Chatham  publicly  avowed  his 
sentiments  in  these  words :  "  Infuse  a  portion  of 
health  into  the  constitution,  to  enable  it  to  bear  its 
infirmities/9  Previous  to  making  this  remark,  his 
lordship,  of  course,  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
causes  of  the  then  present  distresses  of  the  country* 
as  well  as  the  sources  from  whence  those  causes  ori- 
ginated. But  one  generous  patriot  is  not  sufficient 
to  put  a  host  of  antagonists  to  flight*  The  earl's 
measures  were  too  mild  to  be  heeded  by  the  minions 
of  the  queen  then  in  power ;  his  intention  being  "  to 
persuade  and  soften,  not  to  irritate  and  offend." 
•We  may  infer  that,  had  he  been  merely  a  u  party 
•man,"  he  would  naturally  concur  in  any  enterprise 
likely  to  create  a  bustle  without  risk  to  himself;  but, 
upon  examination,  he  appears  to  have  loved  the 
cause  of  independence,  and  was  willing  to  support 
it  by  every  personal  sacrifice. 

About  this  time,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  resigned 
his  office  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  which 
he  was  succeeded  by  that  disgrace  to  his  country* 
Lord  North,  who  then  commenced  his  long  and 
disastrous  administration.  Dr.  Wilraot  was  a  friendly 
preceptor  to  this  nobleman,  while  at  the  university ; 
but  it  was  frequently  a  matter  of  regret  to  the  worthy 
doctor,  that  his  lordship  had  not  imbibed  those 
patriotic  principles  which  he  had  so  strongly  endea- 
voured to  inculcate;  and  he  has  been  known  to 
observe,  that  Lord  North's  administration  called  for 
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the  most  painful  animadversions,  inasmuch  as  he 
advocated  the  enaction  of  laws  of  the  most  arbitrary 
character. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
moos  in  January,  was  not  only  acquitted,  but  had 
damages,  to  a  large  amount,  awarded  him ;  and  the 
king  expressed  a  desire,  that  such  damages  should  be 
paid  out  of  his  privy  purse.  The  Earl  of  Halifax, 
who  signed  the  warrant  for  his  committal  to  the 
Tower  in  1763?  was  finally  so  disappointed  that  he 
offered  his  resignation,  though  he  afterwards  accepted 
the  privy  seal. 

It  was  during  this  year,  that  the  celebrated  "  Let* 
ten  of  Junius"  first  appeared*  These  compositions 
were  distinguished  as  well  by  the  force  and  elegance 
of  their  style  as  by  the  violence  of  their  attacks  on 
individuals.  The  first  of  these  letters  was  printed 
in  the  "  Public  Advertiser,"  of  December  the  19th, 
and  addressed  to  the  king,  animadverting  on  all  the 
errors  of  his  reign,  and  speaking  of  his  ministers  in 
terms  of  equal  contempt  and  abhorrence.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  suppress  this  letter  by  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law ;  but  the  effort  proved  abortive,  as 
the  jury  acquitted  the  printer,  who  was  the  person 
prosecuted.  Junius  (though  under  a  feigned  name) 
was  the  most  competent  person  to  speak  fully  upon 
political  subjects.  He  had  long  been  the  bosom 
friend  of  the  king,  and  spent  all  his  leisure  time  at 
court  No  one,  therefore,  could  better  judge  of  the 
state  of  public  affairs  than  himself,  and  his  sense  of 
duty  to  the  nation  animated  him  to  plead  for  the 
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long-estranged  rights  of  the  people ;  indeed,  upon 
many  occasions,  he  displayed  such  an  heroic  firm- 
ness, such  an  invincible  love  of  truth,  and  such  an 
unconquerable  sense  of  honor,  that  he  permitted 
his  talents  to  be  exercised  freely  in  the  cause  of  pub- 
lic justice,  and  subscribed  his  addenda  under  an  en- 
velope, rather  than  injure  his  prince,  or  leave  the 
interests  of  his  countrymen  to  the  risk  of  fortuitous 
circumstances.  We  know  of  whom  we  speak,  and 
therefore  feel  authorized  to  assert,  that  in  his  cha- 
racter were  concentrated  the  steady  friend  of  the 
prince  as  well  as  of  the  people. 

Numerous  disquisitions  have  been  written  to  prove 
the  identity  of  Junius ;  but,  in  spite  of  many  argu- 
ments to  the  contrary,  we  recognize  him  in  the  per- 
son of  the  Rev.  James  Wilmot,  D.D.,  Rector  of 
Barton-on-the-Heath,  and  Aulcester,  Warwickshire, 
and  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for 
that  county. 

Dr.  Wilmot  was  born  in  1720,  and,  during  his  stay 
at  the  university,  became  intimately  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Johnson,  Lord  Archer,  and  Lord  Plymouth,  as 
well  as  Lord  North,  who  was  then  entered  at  Trinity 
College.  From  these  gentlemen,  the  doctor  imbibed 
his  political  opinions,  and  was  introduced  to  the  first 
society  in  the  kingdom.  At  the  age  of  thirty,  Dr. 
Wilmot  was  confidently  entrusted  with  the  most 
secret  affairs  qf  state,  and  was  also  the  bosom  friend 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  George  the 
Third,  who  at  that  time  was  under  the  entire  tutor- 
age of  Lord  Bute.    To  this  nobleman,  Dr.  Wilmot 
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had  an  inveterate  hatred,  for  he  despised  the  selfish 
principles  of  Toryism.  As  soon  as  the  Princess  of 
Mecklenburgh  (the  late  Queen  Charlotte)  arrived  in 
this  country  in  1761,  Dr.  Wilmot  was  introduced,  as 
the  especial  friend  of  the  king,  and  this  will  at  once 
account  for  his  being  chosen  to  perform  the  second 
marriage-ceremony  of  their  majesties  at  Kew  pa- 
lace, as  before  related. 

A  circumstance  of  rather  a  singular  nature  occur- 
red to  Dr.  Wilmot,  in  the  year  1765,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  bold  and  decisive 
line  of  conduct  which  he  afterwards  adopted.  It 
was  simply  this  :  the  doctor  received  an  anonymous 
letter,  requesting  an  interview  with  the  writer  in 
Kensington  Gardens.  The  letter  was  written  in 
Latin,  and  sealed,  the  impression  of  which  was  a 
Medusa's  head.  The  doctor  at  first  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  it ;  but  during  the  week  he  received  four 
similar  requests,  written  by  the  same  hand;  and, 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  last,  Dr.  Wilmot  provided 
himself  with  a  brace  of  pocket  pistols,  and  proceeded 
to  the  gardens  at  the  hour  appointed.  The  doctor 
felt  much  surprised  when  he  was  accosted  by — 
Lord  Bute/  who  immediately  suggested  that  Dr. 
Wilmot  should  assist  the  administration,  as  her  ma- 
jesty had  entire  confidence  in  him!  The  doctor 
briefly  declined,  and  very  soon  afterwards  com* 
menced  his  political  career.  Thus  the  German 
princess  always  endeavoured  to  inveigle  the  friends 
of  the  people. 

Lord  Chatham  had  been  introduced  to  Dr.  Wil- 
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mot  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland;;  and  it  was  from 
these  associations  with  the  court  and  the  members 
of  the  several  administrations*  that  the  doctor  be- 
came so  competent  to  write  bis  unparalleled  "  Letters 
of  Junius/' 

We  here  subjoin  an  incontrovertible  proqfoi  Dr. 
Wilmot's  being  the  author  of  the  work  alluded  to  : 
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This  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  doctor's  hand-writing,  and 
must  for  ever  set  at  rest  the  long-disputed  question 
of  u  Who  is  the  author  of  Junius?" 

The  people  were  really  in  need  of  the  advocacy 
of  a  writer  like  Junius,  for  their  burdens  at  this  time 
were  of  the  most  grievous  magnitude.  Although 
the  country  was  not  in  danger  from  foreign  enemies, 
in  order  to  give  posts  of  command,  honor,  and  emo- 
lument, to  the  employed  sycophants  at  court,  our 
navy  was  increased,  nominal  situations  were  pro* 
vided ;  while  all  the  means  to  pay  for  such  services 
were  again  ordered  to  be  drawn  from  the  people! 
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-was  productive  of  little  else  than  harassing  distresses 
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to  the  poor  labourer  and  mechanic.  At  this  period, 
it  was  not  unusual  to  tear  the  husband  from  the  wife, 
and  the  parent  from  the  child,  and  immure  them 
within  the  damp  and  noisome  walls  of  a  prison,  to 
prevent  any  interposition  on  the  part  of  the  suffering 
multitudes.  Yes,  countrymen,  such  tyranny  was 
practised  to  ensure  the  secrecy  of  truth,  and  to  de- 
stroy the  wishes  of  a  monarch,  who  was  rendered 
incompetent  to  act  for  himself. 

Various  struggles  were  made  this  year  to  curb  the 
power  of  the  judges,  particularly  in  cases  relating  to 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  also  to  destroy  the  power 
vested  in  the  Attorney-General  of  prosecuting  ex- 
officio,  without  the  intervention  of  a  grand  jury,  or 
the  forms  oberved  by  courts  of  law  in  other  cases* 
But  the  boroughmongers  and  minions  of  the  queen 
were  too  powerful  for  the  liberal  party  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  'the  chains  of  slavery  were,  con* 
squently,  ri vetted  afresh. 

A  question  of  great  importance  also  occurred  this 
year  respecting  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. It  had  become  the  practice  of  newspaper 
writers  to  take  the  liberty,  not  before  ventured  upon, 
of  printing  the  speeches  of  the  members,  under  their 
respective  names ;  some  of  which  in  the  whole,  and 
others  in  essential  parts,  were  spurious  productions, 
and,  in  any  case,  contrary  to  the  standing  orders  of 
the  House.  A  complaint  on  this  ground  having 
teen  made  by  a  member  against  two  of  the  printers, 
an  order  was  issued  for  their  attendance,  with  which 
^ey  refused  to  comply ;  a  second  order  was  given 
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tvith  no  better  success.  At  length,  one  of  the  prin- 
ters being  taken  into  custody  under  the  authority  of 
the  speaker's  warrant,  he  was  carried  before  the 
celebrated  Alderman  John  Wilkes,  who,  regarding 
the  caption  as  illegal,  not  only  discharged  the  man, 
but  bound  him  over  to  prosecute  his  captor,  for 
assault  and  false  imprisonment.  Two  more  printers, 
being  apprehended  and  carried  before  Alderman 
Wilkes  and  the  Lord  Mayor,  Crosby,  werp,  in  like 
manner,  discharged.  The  indignation  of  the  House 
was  then  directed  against  the  city  magistrates,  and 
various  measures  adopted  towards  them.  The  con* 
test  finally  terminated  in  favor  of  the  printers,  who 
have  ever  since  continued  to  publish  the  proceedings 
of  parliament,  and  the  speeches  of  the  members, 
without  obstacle. 

In  this  year,  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland with  Mrs.  Horton  took  place.    The  king 
appeared  electrified  when  the  matter  was  communi- 
cated to  him,  and  declared  that  he  never  would  for- 
give  his  royal  brother's  conduct,  who,  being  informed 
of  his  majesty's  sentiments,    thus  wrote  to  him : 
"  Sire,  my  welfare  will  ensure  your  own ;  you  can- 
not condemn  an  affair  there  is  a  precedent  t  for,  even  in 
your  oxen  person /" — alluding  to  his  majesty's  marriage 
with  Hannah  Lightfoot.     His  majesty  was  compelled 
to  acknowledge  this  marriage,  from  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  having  made  a  confidant  of  Colonel 
Luttrell,    brother  of  Mrs.  Horton,  with  regard  to 
several  important  state  secrets  which  had  occurred 
in  the  years  1759,  1760,  1761,  1762,  and  I76S. 
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This  Duke  of  Cumberland  also  imbibed  the /amity 
complaint  of  bigamy;  for  he  had  been  married,  about 
twelve  months  previous,  to  a  daughter  of  Dr.Wil- 
mot,  who,  of  course,  remonstrated  against  such  unjust 
treatment.  The  king  solemnly  assured  Dr.  Wilraot 
that  he  might  rely  upon  his  humanity  and  honor. 
The  doctor  paused,  and  had  the  courage  to  say,  in 
reply*  "  I  have  once  before  relied  upon  the  promises 
of  your  majesty!  But" — "Hush!  hush!"  said  the 
king,,  interrupting  him,  "  I  know  what  you  are  going 
to  say ;  but  do  not  disturb  me  with  wills  and  retro- 
spection of  past  irreparable  injury." 

The  death  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  session  in  this  year,  caused  a  vacancy ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Grafton  returned  to  office,  as 
keeper  of  the  privy  seal.  His  grace  was  a  particular 
favourite  with  the  queen,  but  much  disliked  by  the 
intelligent  and  reflecting  part  of  the  community* 

The  political  atmosphere  bore  a  gloomy  aspect  at 
the  commencement  of 

1772, 

and  petitions  from  the  people  were  sent  to  the  king 
and  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  for  the  repeal  of 
what  they  believed  to  be  unjust  and  pernicious  laws* 
upon  the  subject  of  religious  liberty.  Several  clergy- 
men of  the  established  church  prayed  to  be  liberated 
from  their  obligation  to  subscribe  to  the  "  Thirty- 
nine  Articles."  But  it  was  urged,  in  opposition  to 
the  petitions,  that  government  had  an  undoubted 
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right  to  establish  and  maintain  such  a  system  of  in- 
struction as  the  ministers  thereof  deemed  most  suit- 
able for  the  public  benefit.  But  expedience  and 
right  are  as  far  asunder,  in  truth,  as  is  the  distance 
from  pole  to  pole.  The  policy  of  the  state  required 
some  new  source  from  whence  to  draw  means  for  the 
secret  measures  needful  for  prolonging  the  existence 
of  its  privacy;  and  it  was  therefore  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  keep  politics  and  religion  as  close  together 
as  possible,  by  enforcing  the  strictest  obedience  of 
all  demands  made  upon  the  clergy,  in  such  forms 
and  at  such  times  as  should  best  accord  with  the 
political  system  of  the  queen.  In  consequence  of 
which,  the  petitions  were  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
217  boroughmongers  against  71  real  representatives 
of  the  people ! 

An  act,  passed  this  session,  for  "  Making  more 
effectual  provisions  to  guard  the  descendants  of  the 
late  king,  George  the  Second,  from  marrying  without 
the  approbation  of  his  majesty,  his  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, first  had  and  obtained,"  was  strenuously 
opposed  by  the  liberal  party  in  every  stage  of  its 
progress  through  both  houses.  It  was  generally 
supposed  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  marriage  con- 
tracted but  a  few  months  before  by  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  with  Mrs.  H  or  ton,  relict  of  Colonel 
Horton,  and  daughter  of  Lord  Irnham ;  and  also  in 
a  private,  though  long-suspected,  marriage  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester  to  the  Countess-dowager  of 
Waldegrave,  which  the  duke  at  this  time  openly 
avowed.     But  were  there  not  other  reasons  which 
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operated  on  die  mind  of  the  queen  (for  the  poorf 
king  was  only  a  passive  instrument  in  her  power)  to 
force  this  bill  into  a  law?  Had  she  not  an  eye  to 
ha  husband's  former  alliance  with  the  quakeress, 
and  the  Duke  of  York's  marriage  in  Italy  ?  The 
latter  was  even  more  dangerous  to  her  peace  than 
the  former ;  for  the  duke  had  married  a  descendant 
of  the  Stuarts  ! 

Lord  Chatham  made  many  representations  to  the 
king  and  queen  of  the  improper  and  injudicious  state 
of  the  penal  laws.  He  cited  an  instance  of  un- 
answerable disproportion ;  namely,  that,  on  the  14th 
of  July,  two  persons  were  publicly  whipped  round; 
Covent  Garden  market,  in  accordance  with  the  sen- 
tence passed  upon  them;  but  mark  the  difference 
of  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  so  punished :  one 
was  for  stealing  a  bunch  of  radishes ;  the  other,  for 
debauching  his  own  niece !  In  vain,  however,  did 
this  friend  of  humanity  represent  the  unwise,  unjust, 
and  inconsistent  tenour  of  such  laws.  The  king  was 
anxious  to  alter  them  immediately;  but  the  queen 
was  decided  in  her  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be 
left  entirely  to  the  pleasure  and  opinion  of  the 
judges,  well  knowing  they  would  not  disobey  her 
will  upon  any  point  of  law,  or  equity,  so  called. 
Thus  did  the  nation  languish  under  the  tyrannical 
usurpation  of  a  German  princess,  whose  disposition 
and  talents  were  much  better  calculated  to  give  laws 
to  the  brute  creation  than  to  interfere  with  English' 
jurisprudence ! 

In  November  <of  this  year,  it  was  announced  that 
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the  king  earnestly  desired  parliament  should  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  East  India  Com* 
pany.  But  the  king  was  ignorant  of  the  subject ; 
though  it  was  true,  the  queen  desired  it ;  because  she 
received  vast  emoluments  from  the  various  situations 
purchased  by  individuals  under  the  denomination  of 
cadets,  &c.  Of  course,  her  majesty's  will  was  tan- 
tamount to  law. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  resolved  once  more  to  speak 
to  the  queen  upon  the  state  of  things,  and  had 
an  audience  for  that  purpose.  As  an  honest  man, 
he  very  warmly  advocated  the  cause  of  the  nation, 
and  represented  the  people  to  be  in  a  high  state  of 
excitement,  adding,  that  "  if  they  be  repelled,  they 
must  be  repelled  by  force !"  And  to  whom  ought 
an  unhappy  suffering  people  to  have  had  recourse 
but  to  the  throne,  whose  power  sanctioned  the  means 
used  to  drain  their  purses?  The  queen,  however* 
was  still  unbending ;  she  not  only  inveighed  against 
the  candour  and  sentiments  of  the  earl,  but  requested 
she  might  not  again  be  troubled  by  him  upon  such 
subjects/  Before  retiring,  Lord  Chatham  said,  "Your 
majesty  must  excuse  me  if  I  say,  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  is  the  surest  protection  to  the  monarch,  and 
if  the  prince  protects  the  guilty,  instead  of  punishing 
them,  time  will  convince  him,  that  he  has  judged 
erroneously,  and  acted  imprudently." 

The  earl  retired j  but  "  his  labouring  breast  knew 
not  peace,"  and  he  resolved,  for  the  last  time,  to  see 
the  king  in  private.  An  interview  was  requested, 
and  as  readily  granted.    "  Well,  well,"  said  the  king, 


57 

"  I  hope  no  bad  news  ?"  "  No  bad  news,  your  ma** 
jesty;  but  I  wish  to  submit  to  your  opinion  a  few 
questions"  "Quite  right,  quite  right,"  said  the 
king,  "  tell  me  all."  The  earl  did  so,  and,  after  his 
faithful  appeal  to  the  king,  concluded  by  saying, 
"  My  sovereign  will  excuse  me,  but  I  can  no  longer 
be  a  party  to  the  deceptions  pawned  upon  the  people, 
as  I  am,  and  consider  myself  to  be,  amenable  to 
God  and  my  conscience !"  Would  that  England  liad 
possessed  a  few  more  such  patriots ! 

This  year  will  ever  be  memorable  in  history  as 
the  commencement  of  that  partition  of  Poland,  be- 
tween three  contiguous  powers, — Russia,  Austria, 
and  Prussia, — which  has  served  as  an  example  and 
apology  for  all  those  shameful  violations  of  public 
right  and  justice  that  have  stained  the  modern  annals 
of  Europe.  The  unfortunate  Poles  appealed  in  vain 
to  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and  the  States* 
general  of  Holland,  on  the  atrocious  perfidy  and  in- 
justice of  these  proceedings.  After  some  unavail- 
able remonstrances,  the  diet  was  compelled,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  to  sign  a  treaty  for  the  formal 
cession  of  the  several  districts  which  the  three 
usurpers  had  fixed  upon  and  guaranteed  to  each 
other.  The  partitioning  legitimates  also  generously 
made  a  present  of  an  aristocratic  constitution  to  the 
suffering  Poles. 

In  the  year 

1773, 

commercial  credit  was  greatly  injured  by  extensive 
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failures  in  England  and  Holland     The 

and  embarrassment  of  the  mercantile  classes  were 

» 

farther  augmented  by  a  great  diminution  in  the  gold 
coin,  in  consequence  of  wear  and  fraud, — such 
loss,  by  act  of  parliament,  being  thrown  upon  the 
holders ! 

At  this  time,  the  discontents  which  had  long  been 
manifest  in  the  American  colonies  broke  out  into 
open  revolt.  The  chief  source  of  irritation  against 
the  mother  country  was  the  impolitic  measure  of  re- 
taining a  trifling  duty  on  tea,  as  an  assertion  of  the 
right  of  the  British  parliament  to  tax  the  colonies. 


The  year 


1774 


bore  a  gloomy  and  arbitrary  character,  with  wars 
abroad  and  uneasiness  at  home.  The  county  of  Not- 
tingham omitted  to  raise  their  militia  in  the  former 
year,  and  in  this  they  were  fined  two  thousand 
pounds. 

Louis  the  Fifteenth  of  France  died  this  year  of 
the  small-pox,  caught  from  a  country  girl,  intro- 
duced to  him  by  Madame  du  Barr£  to  gratify  his 
sensual  desires.  He  was  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of 
his  age,  and  in  the  fifty-ninth  of  his  reign.  The 
gross  debaucheries  into  which  he  had  sank,  with 
the  despotic  measures  he  had  adopted  towards  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  in  his  latter  years,  had  en- 
tirely deprived  him  of  his  appellation  of  the  "  Well- 
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Moved."    Few  French  sovereign  have  left  a  less* 
memory. 


i»  '  • . ;  v  *  *-  i 
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was  also  a  year  of  disquiet  The  City  of  London 
addressed  the  throne,  and  petitioned  against  the 
existing  grievances,  expressing  their  strong  abhor- 
rence of  the  measures  adopted  towards  the  Ame- 
ricans, justifying  their  resistance*  and  beseeching  his 
majesty  to  dismiss  his  ministers.  The  invisible  power 
of  the  queen,  however,  prevented  their  receiving  re- 
dress, and  the  ministers  were  retained,  contrary  to 
all  petition  and  remonstrance.  Upon  these  occasions, 
the  king  was  obliged  to  submit  to  any  form  of  ex- 
pression, dictated  by  the  minister,  that  minister 
being  under  the  entire  controul  of  the  queen ;  and 
though  the  nation  seemed  to  wear  a  florid  counte- 
nance, it  was  sick  at  heart.  Lord  North  was  a  very 
considerable  favourite  with  her  majesty;  while  his 
opponents,  Messrs.  Fox  and  Burke,  were  propor- 
tionately disliked.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  now  felt 
tired  of  his  situation,  and  told  the  queen  that  he 
could  no  longer  continue  in  office ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  received  the  privy 
seal. 

The  Americans,  in  the  mean  time,  were  vigo* 
rously  preparing  for  what  they  conceived  to  be  ine- 
vitable—a war.  Various  attempts,  notwithstanding, 
were  made  by  the  enlightened  and  liberal-minded 
part  of  the  community  to  prevent  ministers  from 
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continuing  hostilities  against  them.    That  noble  and 
persevering  patriot,  Lord  Chatham,  raised  his  warn* 
ing  voice  against  it.    "  I  wish/'  said  he,  "  not  to  lose 
a  day  in  this  urgent,  pressing  crisis ;  an  hour  now 
lost  in  allaying  ferments  in  America,  may  produce 
ye'ab8  of  calamity!    Never  will  I  desert,  in  any 
stage  of  its  progress,  the  conduct  of  this  momentous 
business.    Unless  fettered  to  my  bed  by  the  ex* 
tremity  of  sickness,  I  will  give  it  unremitted  atten- 
tion ;  I  will  knock  at  the  gates  of  this  sleeping  and 
confounded  ministry,  and  will,  if  it  be  possible,  rouse 
them  to  a  sense  of  their  danger*    The  recall  of  your 
army,  I  urge  as  necessarily  preparatory  to  the  resto- 
ration of  your  peace.     By  this  it  will  appear  that 
you  are  disposed  to  treat  amicably  and  equitably,  and 
to  consider,  revise,  and  repeal,  if  it  should  be'  found 
necessary,  as  I  affirm  it  will,  those  violent  acts  and 
declarations    which    have    disseminated    confusion 
throughout  the  empire.    Resistance  to  these  acts  was 
necessary 9  and  therefore  just ;  and  your  vain  decla- 
ration of  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament,  and  your 
imperious  doctrines  of  the  necessity  of  submission,  will 
be   found  equally  impotent  to  convince  or  enslave 
America,  who  feels  that  tyranny  is  equally  intolera- 
ble, whether  it  be  exercised  by  an  individual  part  of 
the  legislature,  or  by  the  collective  bodies  which 
compose  it !" 

How  prophetic  did  this  language  afterwards  prove  I 
Oh!  England,  how  hast  thou  been  cursed  by  debt 
and  blood  through  the  impotency  and  villany  of  thy 
rulers! 
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In  the  year 


1776, 


the  Earl  of  Harcourt  was  charged  with  a  breach  of 
privilege;  but  his  services  for  the  queen  operated 
as  a  sufficient  reason  for  rejecting  the  matter  of 
complaint. 

So  expensive  did  the  unjust  and  disgraceful  war 
with  America  prove  this  year,  that  more  than  nine 
millions  were  supplied  for  its  service !  In  order  to 
raise  this  shameful  amount,  extra  taxes  were  levied 
on  newspapers,  deeds,  and  other  matters  of  public 
utility.  Thus  were  the  industrious  and  really  pro- 
ductive classes  imposed  upon,  and  their  means  ex- 
hausted,  to  gratify  the  inordinate  wishes  of  a  German 
princess,  now  entitled  to  be  the  cause  of  their  mi- 
sery and  ruin.  The  queen  knew  that  war  required 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  that  these  soldiers  and  sailors 
must  have  officers  over  them,  which  would  afford  her 
an  opportunity  of  selling  commissions  or  of  bestowing 
them  upon  some  of  her  favourites.  So  that  these 
things  contributed  to,  her  majesty's  individual  wealth 
and  power,  what  cared  she  for  the  increase  of  the 
country's  burdens! 

It  is  wonderful  to  reflect  upon  the  means  with 
which  individuals  in  possession  of  power  have  con- 
trived, in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  to  controul 
mankind-  From  thoughtlessness  and  the  absence  of 
knowledge,  the  masses  of  people  have  been  made  to 
contend,  with  vehemence  and  courageous  enterprise, 
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against  their  own  interests,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
those  mercenary1  wretches  by  whom  they  have  been 
enslaved !  How  monstrous  it  is,  that,  to  gratify  the 
sanguinary  feelings  of  one  tyrant,  thousands  of 
human  beings  should  go  forth  to  the  field  of  battle 
as  willing  sacrifices!  Ignorance  alone  has  produced 
such  lamentable  results ;  for  a  thirst  after  blood  is 
never  so  effectually  quenched  as  when  it  is  repressed 
by  the  influence  of  knowledge,  which  teaches  humility, 
moderation,  benevolence,  and  the  practice  of  every 
other  virtue.  In  civilized  society,  there  cannot  be 
an  equality  of  property ;  and,  from  the  dissimilarity 
in  human  organization,  there  cannot  be  equality  in 
the  power  and  vigour  of  the  mind.  All  men,  how* 
ever,  are  entitled  to,  and  ought  to  enjoy,  a  perfect 
equality  in  civil  and  political  rights.  In  the  absence 
of  this  just  condition,  a  nation  can  only  be  partially 
free.  The  people  of  such  a  nation  exist  under  un- 
equal laws,  and  those  persons  upon  whom  injuries 
are  inflicted  by  the  partial  operation  of  those  l*ws 
are,  it  must  be  conceded,  the  victims  of  an  authority 
which  they  cannot  controul.  Such  was,  unhappily, 
the  condition  of  the  English  people  at  this  period. 
To  prevent  truth  from  having  an  impartial  hearing  and 
explanation,  the  plans  of  government  were  obliged 
to  be  of  an  insincere  and  unjust  character.  The  con- 
sequences were,  the  debasement  of  morals,  and  the 
prostitution  of  the  happiness  and  lights  of  the  people. 
But  Power  was  in  the  grasp  of  Tyranny,  attended 
on  each  side  by  Pride  and  Cruelty ;  while  Fear  pre- 
sented an  excuse  for  Silence  and  Apathy,  and  left 


Artifice  and  Avarice  to  extend  their  baneful  influence 
over  society.  British  courage  was  stifled  by  arbitrary 
persecutions,  fines,  and  imprisonment,  which  threa- 
tened to  overwhelm  all  who  dared  to  resist  the 
tide  of  German  despotism*  Had  unity  and  resolution 
been  the  watch-words  of  the  sons  of  Britain,  what 
millions  of  debt  might  have  been  prevented !  what 
oceans  of  blood  might  have  been  saved !  The  ini- 
quitous ministers  who  dictated  war  with  America 
should  have  suffered  as  traitors  to  their  country, 
which  would  have  been  their  fate  had  not  blind 
ignorance  and  servility,  engendered  by  priests  and 
tyrants,  through  the  impious  frauds  of  church  and 
state,  overwhelmed  the  better  reason  of  the  great 
mass  of  mankind !  It  was,  we  say,  priestcraft  and 
statecraft  that  kindled  this  unjustifiable  war,  in  order 
to  lower  human  nature,  and  induce  men  to  butcher 
each  other  under  the  most  absurd,  frivolous,  and 
wicked  pretences*  Englishmen,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  American  war,  appear  to  have  been  no 
better  than  wretched  captives,  without  either 
courage,  reason,  or  virtue,  from  whom  the  queen's 
banditti  of  gaolers  shut  out  the  glorious  light  of  day* 
There  were,  however,  some  few  patriots  who  raised 
their  voices  in  opposition  to  the  abominable  system 
then  in  practice,  and  many  generous-hearted  men 
who  boldly  refused  to  fight  against  the  justified  resist- 
ance of  the  Americans ;  but  the  general  mass  re-» 
trained  inactive,  cowardly  inactive,  against  their 
merciless  oppressors.  The  queen  pretended  to  lament 
the  sad  state  of  affairs,  while  she  did  all  in  her  power 
to  continue  the  misrule ! 
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1777, 

the  several  states  of  Europe  had  their  eyes  fixed  on 
the  contest  between  this  country  and  the  colonies*. 
The  French  government  assisted  the  Americans  with 
fleets  and  armies,  though  they  did  not  enter  into  the 
contest  publicly.  Queen  Charlotte  still  persevered 
in  her  designs  against  America,  and  bore  entire 
sway  over  her  unfortunate  husband.  The  country, 
as  might  be  expected,  was  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
ment, owing  to  the  adoption  of  measures  inimical  to 
the  wishes  and  well-being  of  the  people.  The  greater 
power  the  throne  assumed,  the  larger  amounts  were 
necessarily  drawn  from  the  people,  to  reward  fawn- 
ing courtiers  and  borough  proprietors. 

This  year,  thirteen  millions  of  money  were  deemed 
needful  for  the  public  service,  and  the  debts  of  the 
civil  list  a  second  time  discharged !  At  this  time, 
the  revenue  did  not  amount  to  eight  millions,  and 
to  supply  the  consequent  deficiency,  new  taxes  were 
again  levied  upon  the  people ;  for  ministers  carried 
all  their  bills,  however  infamous  they  might  be,  by 
large  majorities! 

In  May,  Lord  Chatham  again  addressed  the 
"  peers,"  and  called  their  attention  to  the  necessity 
of  changing  the  proceedings  of  government.  Al- 
though bowed  down  by  age  and  infirmity,  and  bear- 
ing a  crutch  in  each  hand,  he  delivered  his  sentiments, 
M'ith  all  the  ardour  of  youth,  in  these  words :  ••  I 
wish  the1  removal  of  accumulated  grievances,  and  the 
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repeal  of  every  oppressive  act  which  have  been 
passed  since  the  year  1763!- 1  am  experienced  in 
spring  hopes  and  vernal  promises,  but  at  last  will 
come  your  equinoctial  disappointment." 

On  another  occasion,  he  said,  "  I  will  not  join  in 
congratulation  on  misfortune  and  disgrace!  //  is 
necessary  to  instruct  the  throne  in  the  language  qf 
truth  !  We  must  dispel  the  delusions  and  darkness 
which  envelop  it  1  am  old  and  weak,  and  at  pre* 
soit  unable  to  say  more ;  but  my  feelings  and  indig- 
nation were  too  stroug  to  permit  me  to  say  less/' 
Alas!  this  patriot  stood  nearly  alone.  In  his  opinion, 
the  good  of  the  people  was  the  supreme  law ;  but 
this  was  opposed  to  the  sentiments  of  the  hirelings 
of  state  and  their  liberal  mistress. 

As  a  last  effort,  the  earl  resolved  to  seek  an  au- 
dience of  the  queen,  and  the  request  was  readily 
complied  with.  The  day  previous  to  his  last  speech, 
delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords,  this  interview  took 
place.  His  lordship  pressed  the  queen  to  relieve  the 
people,  and,  by  every  possible  means,  to  mitigate  the 
public  burdens.  But,  though  her  majesty  was  gentle 
in  her  language,  she  expressed  herself  positively  and 
decisively  as  being  adverse  to  his  views ;  and  took 
the  opportunity  of  reminding  him  of  the  secrecy  of 
state  affairs.  As  Lord  Chatham  had  once  given  his 
solemn  promise  never  to  permit  those  secrets  to 
transpire,  he  resolved  faithfully  to  keep  his  engage- 
ment, though  their  disclosure  would  have  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  public  to  the  disgraceful  proceedings 
of  herself  and  ministers.    The  noble    earl  retired 
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from  his  royal  audience  in  much  confusion  and  agi- 
tation of  mind ;  and  on  the  following  day,  April  the 
7th,  went  to  the  House,  and  delivered  a  most  ener- 
getic speech,  which  was  replied  to  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond.  Lord  Chatham  afterwards  made  an 
effort  to  rise,  as  if  labouring  to  give  expression  to 
some  great  idea ;  but,  before  he  could  utter  a  word, 
pressed  his  hand  on  his  bosom,  and  fell  down  in  a 
convulsive  fit.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  Lord 
Temple  caught  him  in  their  arms,  and  removed  him 
into  the  prince's  chamber.  Medical  assistance  being 
immediately  rendered,  in  a  short  time  his  lordship  in 
some  measure  recovered,  and  was  removed  to  his 
favourite  villa  at  Hayes,  in  Kent.  Hopes  of  his 
complete  restoration  to  health,  however,  proved  de- 
lusive, and  on  the  10th  of  May, 

1778, 

this  venerable  and  noble  friend  of  humanity  expired* 
in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age. 

The  news  of  the  earl's  death  was  not  disagreeable 
to  the  queen ;  and  she  thenceforth  determined  to 
increase,  rather  than  decrease,  her  arbitrary  mea- 
sures. Ribbons,  stars,  and  garters,  were  bestowed 
upon  those  who  lent  their  willing  aid  to  support  her 
system  of  oppression,  while  thousands  were  perish- 
ing in  want  to  supply  the  means. 

Manchester,  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  and  Edinburgh, 
this  year,  were  servile  enough  to  raise  regiments  at 
•their  own  expense ;  but  the  independent  and  brave 
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London,  steady 
tiust*  refused  to  i 


The  year 

1779 

exhibits  a  miserable  period  in  the  history  of  Ireland. 
Her  manufactures  declined,  and  the  people  became, 
consequently,  much  dissatisfied ;  but  their  distresses 
were,  at  first,  not  even  noticed  by  the  English  par* 
liament.  At  length,  however,  an  alarm  of  invasiok 
took  place,  and  ministers  allowed  twenty  thousand 
Irish  volunteers  to  carry  arms.  The  ministers,  who 
before  had  been  callous  to  their  distresses,  found 
men  in  arms  were  not  to  be  trifled  with,  and  the 
Irish  people  obtained  a  promise  of  an  extension  of 
trade,  which  satisfied  them  for  the  time. 

Large  sums  were  again  required  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  American  war,  and,  the  minister  being 
supported  by  the  queen,  every  vote  for  supplies  was 
carried  by  great  majorities;  for  the  year's  service 
alone  jifiten  millions  were  thus  agreed  to.  As  the 
family  of  the  king  increased,  extra  sums  were  also 
deemed  requisite  for  each  of  his  children  ;  and 
what  amounts  could  not  be  raised  by  taxation  were 
procured  by  loans, — thus  insulting  the  country,  by 
permitting  its  expenditure  to  exceed  its  means  of 
income  to  an  enormous  extent. 

Many  representations  were  made  to  Lord  North, 
that  public  opinion  was  opposed  to  the  system  pur- 
sued by  ministers ;  but  he  was  inflexible,  and  the 
generous  interpositions  of  some  members    of  the 
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Upper  House  proved  also  unavailing*  The  inde- 
pendent members  of  the  Commons  remonstrated* 
and  Mr.  Burke  brought  forward  plans  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  expenditure  and  the  diminution 
of  the  influence  of  the  crown;  but  they  were  finally 
rejected,  though  not  until  violent  conflicts  had 
taken  place,  in  winch  Lord  North  found  himself 
more  than  once  in  the  minority. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  Dunning,  a  lawyer  and  an 
eminent  speaker,  advocated,  in  a  most  sensible  man- 
ner, the  necessity  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
affairs  of  Ireland ;  but  ministers  defeated  the  in- 
tended  benefit,  and  substituted  a  plan  of  their  own, 
which  they  had  previously  promised  to  Ireland  ; 
namely,  to  permit  a  free  exportation  of  their  woollen 
manufactures.  The  unassuming  character  of  that 
oppressed  people  never  appeared  to  greater  ad- 
vantage than  at  this  period,  as  even  this  resolution 
was  received  by  them  with  the  warmest  testimonies 
of  joy  and  gratitude. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that  if  the  Irish  had 
been  honestly  represented,  their  honor  and  ardour 
would  have  been  proverbial ;  but  they  have  almost 
always  been  neglected  and  insulted.  The  queen 
had  taken  Lord  North's  advice,  and  acquainted  her- 
self with  the  native  character  of  the  Irish,  by  which 
she  became  aware  that,  if  that  people  generally 
possessed  information,  they  would  prove  a  powerful 
balance  against  the  unjust  system  then  in  force.  At 
this  time,  there  was  not  an  Irishman  acquainted  with 
any  state  secrets;   her  majesty,  therefore,  did  not 
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for  an  explanation  from  that  quarter,  or  she  dare 
not  have  so  oppressed  them. 

To  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  state,  twelve  mil- 
lions of  money,  in  addition  to  the  former  fifteen 
millions,  were  required  this  year;  and  thus  were 
the  sorrows  of  a  suffering  people  increased,  and  they  * 
themselves  forced  to  forge  their  own  chains  of  op- 
pression ! 

Numerous  were  the  prosecutions  against  the  press 
this  year ;  among  the  rest,  Mr*  Parker,  printer  of 
M  The  General  Advertiser,"  was  brought  before  the 
"  House  of  Hereditaries,"  for  publishing  a  libel  on 
one  of  its  noble  members.  That  there  were  a  Jew 
intelligent  and  liberal-minded  men  in  the  House 
of  Lords  at  this  time,  we  do  not  wish  to  deny. 
The  memorable  speech  of  Lord  Abingdon  proved 
his  lordship  to  be  one  of  these,  and,  as  this  speech 
so  admirably  distinguishes  privilege  from  tyranny, 
we  hope  to  be  excused  for  introducing  it  in  our 
pages.    We  give  it  in  his  lordship's  own  words : 

"  My  Lobds, — Although  there  is  no  noble  lord  more  zealously 
attached  to  the  privileges  of  this  House  than  I  am,  yet  when  I  see 
those  privileges  interfering  with,  and  destructive  of,  the  rights  of 
the  people,  there  is  no  one  among  the  people  more  ready  to  oppose 
those  privileges  than  myself.  And,  my  lords,  my  reason  is  this : 
that  the  privileges  of  neither  honse  of  parliament  were  ever  consti- 
tutionally given  to  either  to  combat  with  the  rights  of  the  people. 
They  were  given,  my  lords,  that  each  branch  of  the  legislature  might 
defend  itself  against  the  encroachments  of  the  other,  and  to  preserve 
that  balance  entire,  which  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  all. 

" This  was  the  designation,  this  is  the  use  of  privilege;  and  m 
this  anquestionable  shape  let  us  apply  it.  Let  us  apply  it  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  crown,  and  not  suffer  any  lord  (if  any  such 
there  he)  who,  having  clambered  up  into  the  house  upon  the  ladder 
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ef  prerogative,  might  with  to  yield  up  bur  privilege*  U*  that  pre* 
rogative.  Let  us  make  use  of  our  privileges  against  the  other  house 
of  parliament,  whenever  occasion  shall  make  it  necessary,  but  not 
against  the  people.  This  is  the  distinction  and  this  the  meaning  of 
privilege.  The  people  are  under  the  law,  and  we  are  the  legislators. 
If  they  offend,  let  them  be  punished  according  to  law,  where  we  have 
our  remedy.  If  we  are  injured  in  our  reputations,  the  law  has 
provided  us  with  a  special  remedy.  We  are  entitled  to  the  action 
of  scandalum  magnatum,—*  privilege  peculiar  to  ourselves*  For 
these  reasons,  then,  my  lords,  when  the  noble  earl  made  his  motion 
for  the  printer  to  be  brought  before  this  House,  and  when  the  end 
of  that  motion  was  answered  by  the  author  of  the  paper  complained 
of  giving  up  his  name,  I  was  in  great  hopes  that  the  motion  would 
have  been  withdrawn.  I  am  sorry  it  was  not ;  and  yet,  when  I  say 
this,  I  do  not  mean  to  wish  that  an  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  that 
paper  should  not  be  made.  As  it  stands  at  present,  the  noble  lord 
accused  therein  is  the  disgrace  of  this  House,  and  the  scandal  of 
government.  I  therefore  trust,  for  his  own  honor,  for  the  honor  of 
this  House,  that  that  noble  lord  will  not  object  to,  but  will  himself 
insist  upon,  the  most  rigid  inquiry  into  his  conduct, 

"But,  my  lords,  to  call  for  a  printer,  in  the  case  of  a  libel,  when 
he  gives  up   his  author   (although  a  modern   procedure)    is    not 
founded  in  law;  for  in  the  statute  of  Westminster,  the  1st,  chap- 
ter 34,  it  is  said,  '  None  shall  report  any  false  and  slanderous  news 
or  tales  of  great  men,  whereby  any  discord  may  arise  betwixt  the 
king  and  his  people,  on  pain  of  imprisonment,  until  they  bring  forth 
the  author*  The  statutes  of  the  2d  of  Richard  the  Second,  chapter  5 , 
and  the  14th  of  the  same  reign,  are  to  the  same  effect.    It  is  there 
enacted,  that  '  No  person  shall  devise,  or  tell  any  false  news  or 
lies  of  any  lord,  prelate,  officer  of  the  government,  jndge,  &c,  by 
which  any  slander  shall  happen  to  their  persons,  or  mischief  oome 
to  the  kingdom,  upon  pain  of  being  imprisoned  \  and  where  any 
one  hath  told  false  news  or  lies,  and  cannot  produce  the  author,  he 
shall  suffer  imprisonment,  and  be  punished  by  the  king9s  counsel*' 
Here,  then,  my  lords,  two  things  are  clearly  pointed  out,  to  wit,  the 
person  to  be  punished,  and  what  the  mode  of  punishment  is.    The 
person  to  be  punished  is  the  author,  when  produced  j  the  mode  of 
punishment  is  by  the  king's  counsel ;  so  that,  in  the  present  case, 
the  printer  having  given  up  the  author,  he  is  discharged  from  punish- 
ment :  and  if  the  privilege  of  punishment  had  been  in  this  House, 
the  right  is  barred  by  these  statutes ;  for  how  is  the  punishment  to 
.be  had?    Not  by  this  House,  but  by  the  king's  counsel*    And, 
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ay  lords,  it  cannot  be  otherwise ;  for,  if  it  were,  the  freedom  of 
the  press  were   at  an  end;  and  for  this   purpose  was  this  mo- 
dern doctrine,  to    answer  modern  views,   invented, — a  doctrine 
mkith  I  should  ever  stand  up  m  opposition  to,  if  even  the  right 
*  fit*  exercise  mere  in  us.    But  the  right  is  not  in  ns:  it  is 
a  jurisdiction  too  summary  for  the  freedom  of  our  constitution,  and 
incompatible  with  liberty.     It  takes  away  the  trial  by  jury;  which 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  have  not  a  right  to  do.     It  is  to  make  ns 
accusers,  judges,  jury,  and  executioners  too,  if  we  please.     It  is  to 
pre  ns  an  executive  power,  to  which,  in  our  legislative  capacities, 
we  are  not  entitled.     It  is  to  give  us  a  power,  which  even  the  ex- 
entire  power  itself  has  not,  which  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
dare  not  assume,  which  the  king  himself  cannot  exercise.    My  lords, 
the  king  cannot  touch  the  hair  of  any  man*'*  head  in  this  country, 
tksugh  he  be  guilty  of  high  treason,  but  by  means  of  the  law.     It 
it  the  law  that  creates  the  offence  ;   it  is  a  jury  that  must  deter- 
mme  the  guilt ;   it  is  the  law  that  affixes  the  punishment ;  and  all 
other  modes  of  proceeding  are  illegal.     Why  then,  my  lords,  are 
we  to  assume  to  ourselves  an  executive  power,  with  which  even  the 
executive  power  itself  is  not  entrusted  ?     I  am  aware,  my  lords,  it 
will  be  said  that  this  House,  in  its  capacity  of  a  court  of  justice,  has 
a  right  to  call  for  evidence  at  its  bar,  and  to  punish  the  witness  who 
shall  sot  attend.     I  admit  it,  my  lords ;  and  I  admit  it  not  only  as  a 
right  belonging  to  this  House,  but  as  a  right  essential  to  every  court 
of  justice ;  for,  without  this  right,  justice  could  not  be  administered* 
Bat,  my  lords,  was  this  House  sitting  as  a  court  of  justice  (for  we 
out  distinguish  between  our  judicial  and  our  legislative  capacities) 
when  Mr.  Parker  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  custody,  and  brought 
before  this  House?     If  so,  at  whose  suit  was  Mr.  Parker  to  be 
examined  ?    Where  are  the  records  ?     Where  are  the  papers  of 
appeal  ?    Who  is  the  plaintiff,  and  who  the  defendant  ?    There  ie 
nothing  like  it  before  your  lordships ;  for  if  there  had,  and  Mr. 
Parker,  in  such  case,  had  disobeyed  the  order  of  this  House,  he 
was  sot  only  punishable  for  his  contumacy  and  contempt,  but  every 
magistrate  in  the  kingdom  was  bound  to  assist  your  lordships  in 
baring  him  forthcoming  at  your  lordship's  bar.     Whereas,  as  it  is, 
every  magistrate  in  the  kingdom  is  bound,  by  the  law  of  the  land, 
to  release  Mr.  Parker,  if  he  be  taken  into  custody  by  the  present 
*rder  of  this  House.    Nothing  can  be  more  true,  than  that  in  our 
jriicial  capacity,  we  have  a  right  to  call  for  evidence  at  our  bar, 
and  to  punish  the  witness  if  he  does  not  appear.    The  whole  body 
of  the  law  supports  us  in  this  right.     But,  under  the  pretext  of 
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privilege,  to  bring'  a  man  by  force  to  the  4mr,  when  we  have  oar 
remedy  at  law;  to  accuse,  condemn,  and  punish  that  man,  at  the 
mere  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure  of  this  House,  not  sitting  as  a 
court  of  justice,  is  tyranny  in  the  abstract*  It  is  against  law;  it 
is  subversive  of  the  constitution ;  it  is  incompetent  to  this  House; 
and,  therefore,  my  lords,  thinking  as  I  do,  that  this  House  has  do 
right  forcibly  to  bring  any  man  to  its  bar,  bat  in  the  discharge  of 
its  proper  functions,  as  a  court  of  judicature,  I  shall  now  move 
your  lordships,  '  that  the  body  of  W.  Parker,  printer  of  the  Ge- 
neral Advertiser,  be  released  from  the  custody  of  the  Gentleman 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  and  that  the  order  for  the  said  Parker, 
being  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  House  be  now  discharged.' 

"  Before  I  sit  down,  I  will  just  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  I 
know  that  precedents  may  be  adduced  in  contradiction  to  the  doc- 
triue  I  have  laid  down.  But,  my  lords,  precedents  cannot  make 
that  legal  and  constitutional  which  is,  in  itself,  illegal  and  unconsti- 
tutional. IF  THE  PRECEDENTS  OF  THIS  REIGN  ARE  TO 
BE  RECEIVED  AS  PRECEDENTS  IN  THE  NEXT,  THE 
LORD  HAVE  MERCY  ON  THOSE  WHO  ARE  TO  COME 
AFTER  US ! ! ! 

"  There  is  one  observation  more  I  would  make,  and  it  is  thia : 
/  would  wish  noble  lords  to  consider,  how  much  it  lessens  the  dig- 
*i(y  of  this  House,  to  agitate  privileges  which  you  have  not  power 
to  enforce.  It  hurts  the  constitution  of  parliament,  and,  instead 
of  being  respected,  makes  us  contemptible.  That  privilege  which 
you  cannot  exercise,  and  of  right  too,  disdain  to  heep.'9 

If  the  country  had  been  blessed  with  a  majority 
of  such  patriots  as  Lord  Abingdon,  what  misery 
had  been  prevented !  what  lives  had  been  saved  I 
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meetings  of  the  populace  took  place  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  ministers  were  boldly  accused 
of  having  prodigally  and  wastefully  spent  the  public 
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money;  while  petitions  were  presented,  praying 
"  for  a  correction  of  abuses  in  the  public  expendi- 
ture." Riots  in  many  parts  of  England  were  the 
consequences  of  unjustly  continuing  wars  and  tax- 
ation, and  several  hundred  people  were  killed  and 
wounded  by  the  military;  while  many  others  for* 
feited  their  lives  on  the  scaffold  for  daring  to  raise 
tbeir  arms  against  tyranny.  Lord  George  Gordon- 
was  also  committed  to  the  Tower  on  a  charge  of  high 
treason  ;  but  no  jury  of  his  countrymen  could  be 
found  to  consider  his  undaunted  attempt  to  redress 
the  people's  grievances  as  treasonable,  and  he  was, 
consequently,  honorably  acquitted!  The  influence 
of  her  majesty,  however,  kept  a  minister  in  office, 
though  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  wisest  and  best 
part  of  the  community ;  and  a  ruinous  war  was  still 
permitted  to  drain  the  blood  and  money  of  the  many. 
War  might  probably  be  considered  by  those  in 
power  a  legal  trade ;  but  was  it  not  continued  for 
the  untenable  purpose  of  avarice?  We  think  it  was. 
There  did  not  appear  to  be  any  rational  hope  for  re- 
form or  retrenchment,  while  men  versed  in  corrup- 
tion were  so  enriched,  and  had  an  almost  unlimited 
sway  over  the  councils  of  the  reigning  authority. 
Popular  commotion  was  dreaded ;  yet  the  ministers 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  dispel  the  cause  of 
anxiety  by  conciliatory  measures, — by  a  timely  redress 
of  grievances,  by  concession  of  rights,  and  by  reforma- 
tion of  abuses.  If  they  had  done  so,  they  would 
have  given  satisfactory  evidence  that  government 
had  no  other  object  in  view  than  faithfully  to  dis* 
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charge  their  duty,  by  adopting  such  plans  as  would 
really  benefit  mankind,  and  furnish  means  to  secure 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  all  men. 

In  the  mean  time,  much  distress  was  imposed 
upon  the  unfortunate  king,  by  the  increasing  and 
u n con troul able  prodigality  of  some  of  his  children, 
especially  of  George.  The  queen  would  not  hear  of 
any  thing  to  his  discredit,  and  thus  what  little  of 
family  enjoyment  remained  was  ultimately  destroyed. 

The  unrestrained  predilection  of  this  youthful 
prince  now  became  habitual  pursuits,  and  excesses  of 
the  most  detestable  description  were  not  unknown  to 
him.  Within  the  circle  of  his  less  nominally  illus- 
trious acquaintance,  every  father  dreaded  the  seduc- 
tion of  his  child,  if  she  possessed  any  personal  charms, 
while  the  mother  feared  to  lose  sight  of  her  daughter, 
even  for  a  moment  It  is  not  in  our  power  to  give 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  number  of  those  families 
whose  happiness  he  ruined ;  but  we  well,  too  well, 
know  the  number  was  infamously  great.  The  country 
gave  him  credit  for  being  liberal  in  political  prin- 
ciples, and  generously  disposed  for  reform.  But  little 
of  his  real  character  was  then  known ;  his  faults,  in- 
deed, were  named  as  virtues,  and  his  vices  con* 
sidered  as  gentlemanly  exploits,  so  that  his  dissembled 
appearance  was  received,  by  those  unacquainted  with 
him,  as  the  sure  and  incontestable  mark  of  a  great 
and  noble  soul.  But,  before  our  pages  are  con- 
tinded,  we  fear  we  must,  in  duty,  prove  him  a 
widely-different  character !  It  is  true,  his  acquaint- 
ance with  political,  characters  was  chiefly  amongst 
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"the  Wtogs;"  it  may  abo  be  added  that  those 
"  Whigs/9  so  particularly  intimate  with  this  prince, 
did  not  gain  much  by  their  connexion  with  him,  but 
finally  became  as  supine  and  venal  as  himself.  They 
determined  that,  as  the  heir-apparent,  he  should  not 
be  allowed  to  suffer  any  deterioration  of  greatness, 
and  the  principles  and  practices  of  so  mighty  an  in- 
dividual were  considered  by  them  to  constitute  a 
sufficient  patent  for  continual  imitation. 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Dunning  moved  his  famous 
resolution  to  the  House,  with  unbending  firmness 
and  uncompromising  fidelity.  He  said,  "  The  in- 
fluence  of  the  crown  has  increased,  is  increasing, 
and  ought  to  be  diminished."  It  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  233  against  215 ;  but  a  second  resolu- 
tion, which  was  to  give  effect  to  the  first,  was  lost  by 
a  majority  of  fifty-one  votes. 

In  the  year 

1781# 

William  Pitt,  the  second  son  of  the  late  Lord  Chat* 
ham,  delivered  his  first  speech  in  the  Commons,  ill 
fcvout  of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Burke,  on  the 
subject  of  reform. 

Lord  North  brought  forward  the  budget  on  the 
7tfc  of  March,  containing  the  various  items  needful 
for  the  service  of  the  year.  The  amount  so  calcu- 
lated was  twenty-one  millions  qf  money  /—twelve  of 
which  were  to  be  raised  by  loans,  the  terms  being 
my  high.   From  Ibis  bold  imposition  upon  the  pub- 
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He  purse  and  credit,  the  ministry  were  much  lowered 
in  public  opinion. 

During  this  year,  the  brave  General  Washington 
struck  that  decisive  blow  which  afterwards  gave 
liberty  to  his  countrymen.  He  kept  General  Clinton 
at  New  York,  in  constant  alarm ;  and  then  suddenly 
appeared  before  York  Town  in  full  force,  and  ob- 
tained a  grand  victory  over  Lord  Cornwallis,  who 
was  there  with  his  army.  The  American  war  con- 
sequently became  more  unpopular  than  ever,  and 
shortly  after  the  meeting  of  parliament,  in  March, 

1782, 

a  resolution  was  moved,  and  passed  without  a  division, 
declaring  that  the  House  of  Commons  would  con- 
sider as  enemies  to  his  majesty  and  the  country  all 
who  should  advise  the  prosecution  of  offensive  war 
in  North  America ! 

Shortly  after,  Lord  North  resigned,  and  the  Mar- 
quis of  Rockingham  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
new  administration.  Amongst  the  promotions  at 
this  time,  was  Mr.  Dunning !  who,  at  her  majesty's 
request,  was  created  Baron  Ashburton,  and  also 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

A  treaty  of  peace  was  now  entered  into  with 
General  Washington,  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  de- 
puted to  conduct  the  happy  affair. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  unexpected  death 
of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  threw  the  whole 
cabinet  into  extreme  disorder ;  and  another  resign*- 
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tion  of  ministers  took  place,  on  which  occasion  Mr. 
Pitt  was  constituted  fI  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer," 
although  only  twenty -three  years  of  age  !  Lord  Shel- 
burne  accepted  the  office  of  premier,  at  the  request 
of  the  king,  which  gave  great  offence  to  Mr.  Fox  and 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  who  resigned.  The  country 
was  little  benefitted  by  this  change,  as  the  money 
required  for  the  service  of  the  year  was  more  than 
twenty-four  millions,  of  which  thirteen  had  to  be 
raised  by  loans. 

In  November,  the  provisional  articles  of  peace 
were  signed  at  Paris  between  the  Commissioners  of 
England  and  those  of  the  United  States. 

The  Shelburne  party  were  obliged  to  retire  in 

1783, 

having,  by  their  arbitrary  measures,  drawn  upon  them- 
selves general  displeasure  throughout  the  country. 

Much  surprise  was  created  at  the  unexpected  coa- 
lition of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  which  was  the 
natural  result  of  the  pressing  case  of  the  prince,  to 
whom  the  queen  had  confidentially  entrusted  his 
father's  breach  of  the  law,  in  the  solemnization  of 
his  marriage  with  herself.  The  queen,  in  fact,  used 
the  prince's  influence  to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Fox  to 
join  Lord  North,  as  he  was  well  informed  upon  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  king's  first  marriage.  Although 
the  political  sentiments  of  these  gentlemen  were  op- 
posed, it  was  represented  as  a  safe  line  of  conduct, 
to  ensure  the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom.     Thus, 
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again,  was  every  portion  of  truth  sacrificed  to  the 
will  of  the  queen. 

This  year,  the  king  agreed  that  the  heir-ap- 
parent should  receive  fifty  thousand  pounds  per 
annum,  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  to  equip  him 
suitably  to  his  dignity.  In  the  mean  time,  it  became 
a  public  fact,  that  the  prince  had  so  deeply  involved 
himself  in  debt  as  to  be  mean  enough  to  resort, 
through  the  medium  of  others,  to  borrow  money  (of 
various  amounts)  of  his  tradespeople! 

Before  the  conclusion  of  the  year,  the  Whig  and 
Tory  ministry  were  ejected,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  nearly  every  individual  in  the  nation,  who  despised 
such  an  unholy  alliance  of  opposite  principles. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  now  made  "  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury," which  was  a  change  very  satisfactory  to  her 
majesty,  as,  from  the  youth  of  the  new  "  premier," 
she  augured  her  likely  influence  over  the  political 
hemisphere  to  be  increased.  It  was  well  known  that 
her  majesty  did  not  like  any  of  the  prince's  associates, 
more  especially  Messrs.  Fox  and  Sheridan.  Mr. 
Burke  was  not  supposed  to  be  so  informed  upon  all 
subjects ;  and,  though  much  in  the  necessary  con- 
fidence of  the  prince,  the  queen  presumed  it  was 
chiefly  in  procuring  pecuniary  accommodations.  It 
was  not  until  an  after  period,  that  the  whole  truth 
was  stated  to  her  by  the  prince. 

New  taxes  alone  could  furnish  means  for  the  im- 
mense additional  annuities  now  imposed  upon  the 
country ;  and  thus  were  sums  for  every  succeeding 
year's  demand  increased. 
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At  this  period,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  next' 
brother  were  associated  in  dissipation  of  every  kind. 
Their  love  of  gaming  was  proverbial,  and  their  ex- 
cess of  indulgence  in  voluptuousness  soon  exhausted 
the  income  allowed  them  by  the  country.  Their 
caprices  were  various,  but  those  of  the  prince  was 
most  strikingly  evinced  in  his  abruptly  declining  his 
engagements  with  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Robinson.  His 
usual  plan  was,  when  fascinated  by  the  appearance 
of  a  new  object,  to  exert  every  nerve  to  possess  it. 
Presents,  accompanied  by  the  highest  eulogiums,  and 
protestations  of  eternal  love  and  constancy,  were 
always  pressed  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  intended 
victim ;  and  thus,  by  apparent  devotion  and  uncon- 
querable passion,  many  were  the  delusions  he  prac- 
tised, and  the  outrages  he  committed,  upon  the 
unsuspecting  virtue  of  woman. 

Had  a  plebeian  committed  but  one  act  similar  to 
those  in  which  the  prince  was  so  frequently  the  prin- 
cipal character,  his  life  must  have  atoned  for  his 
fault,  and  a  destitute  family,  in  consequence,  been 
plunged  into  distraction.  But,  because  the  prince 
was  of  such  high-reputed  family,  he  must,  for- 
sooth, be  accounted  a  noble-minded  gentleman  ;  and, 
instead  of  exposition  and  punishment,  the  venal  and 
hired  press  of  the  day  launched  put  into  the  most 
fulsome  eulogiums  of  his  graceful,  all-attracting  ele- 
gance of  style  and  manners,  without  even  speaking  of 
the  infamy  of  his  amours,  intrigues,  and  debauche- 
ries !  Some  writers,  alas !  are  so  fearful  of  speaking 
the  truth,  lest  they  should  offend  the  side  they  have 
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espoused,  or  the  inclinations  and  political  principles 
of  those  by  whom  they  are  likely  to  be  read,  that 
they  almost  persuade  themselves  there  is  a  sort  of 
impropriety  in  presenting  facts  in  their  proper  co- 
lours !  But  is  it  not  beneath  the  dignity  of  the 
press  to  act  in  so  cowardly  a  manner  ? 

■ 

In  the  year 

1784, 

(notwithstanding  the  dreadfully  enormous  weight  of 
the  "  national  debt/9  borrowed  by  the  ministers 
upon  nominal  annuities,  for  which  large  interest  was 
given;  the  king  was  again  solicited  to  assist  the 
prince,  in  order  that  his  debts  might  be  discharged. 
This  request  was  refused,  and  Messrs.  Fox  and  She- 
ridan advocated  the  subject  to  no  purpose. 

During  this  year,  much  public  display  of  talent 
was  made  in  the  House.  Mr.  Pitt  was  now  fully 
and  entirely  in  her  majesty's  "  confidence,"  and  he 
well  knew  if  "  the  system"  were  to  be  continued, 
war  must  be  carried  on,  and  oppression  would  in- 
crease rather  than  decrease.  While  engaged  in  a 
private  interview  with  the  queen,  upon  various  state 
subjects,  Mr.  Pitt  submitted  his  opinion  upon  the 
extravagance  and  improper  pursuits  of  the  prince, 
adding,  "  I  much  fear,  your  majesty,  in  his  delirium 
of  debauchery,  some  expressions  may  escape  him,  to 
the  injury  of  the  crown  P  "  No,"  answered  the  queen, 
"  he  is  too  well  aware  of  the  consequences  to  himselfc 
.if  that  transpired ;  so  on  that  point  I  can  rely  upon 
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him."  m  Is  your  majesty  aware,"  said  Mr.  Pitt, 
M  that  at  this  time  the  prince  is  engrossed  by  a  fair 
beauty  ?  and  I  believe,  from  good  authority  I  may 
say,  intends  to  marry  her !  He  is  now  so  much  em- 
barrassed, that,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  trusty  friend, 
Sheridan,  he  borrows  large  amounts  from  a  Jew,  who 
resides  in  town,  and  gives  his  bonds  for  much  larger 
amounts  than  he  receives ;  by  this  means,  he  is  actu* 
ally  involved  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  above  a  mil* 
lion  of  money ;  and  the  interest  and  principal  must, 
some  day,  be  honourably  discharged,  or  else  he  must 
never  ascend  the  throne ;  as  the  dishonour  would 
cause  him  eternal  disgrace,  if  not  an  abdication.9* 
Truly,  this  was  a  fine  picture  of  England's  future 
monarch! 

In  the  year 

1785, 

Mr.  Pitt  caused  prosecutions  to  be  issued  and  en- 
forced to  check  the  rising  spirit  of  the  Irish,  as  they 
appeared  determined  to  press  hard  until  they  received 
reform  in  the  representation ;  and,  in  order  to  divert 
the  exasperated  feelings  of  the  people  of  England, 
as  he  stood  deeply  pledged  to  the  reformers,  "  as  a 
man  and  a  minister"  to  bring  in  "  a  bill  to  amend  the 
representation  of  the  people/9  he  moved,  April  18th, 
for  leave  to  bring  it  forward  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  His  plan  was  to  transfer  the  right 
of  election  from  thirty-six  rotten  boroughs  to  the 
counties  and  principle  unrepresented  towns,  allowing 
a  pecuniary  compensation  to  the  owners  of  the  dixfran- 
ckised  boroughs,  and  to  extend  the  right  of  voting 
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for  knights  of  the  shires  to  copyholders*  This  mi- 
nister suffered  his  motion  to  be  negatived  by  248 
against  104 !  Had  there  been  honesty  on  the  part 
of  the  minister  towards  the  people,  unfettered  by 
any  state  secrets,  he  would  have  been  prepared  to 
meet  the  numerous  opposers ;  but  he  found  himself 
unable  to  serve  the  cause  of  liberty  and  slavery  at 
the  same  time,  and  so,  to  save  his  word  of  promise, 
he  did  bring  in  "  the  bill,"  when  he  well  knew  it 
was  impossible  to  carry  it  under  the  then  existing 
corruptions ! 

In  the  farce  here  played,  under  the  management 
of  that  youthful  renegade, — Pitt,  we  have  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  way  in  which  the  English  have  been 
treated.  But  there  is  a  time  rapidly  approaching 
when  the  supporters  of  despotism  cannot  thus  delude 
their  countrymen.  The  whole  nest  of  court  syco- 
phants, however,  seem  determined  rather  to  see  Eng- 
land reduced  to  a  state  of  the  most  grievous  bond- 
age than  imagine  one  of  their  own  ill-gotten  acres 
endangered,  or  the  least  of  their  absurd  and  exclu- 
sive privileges  called  in  question.  But  are  such 
creatures,  their  imagined  interests,  and  affected  opi- 
nions, to  triumph  over  the  views  of  the  most  virtuous 
patriots  and  wisest  men  of  the  present  age  ?  Forbid 
it,  Justice! 


The  year 


1786 


was  ushered  in  under  tome  peculiar  circumstance* 
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of  distress  rod  alarm.  The  king  was  evidently  de* 
cfining  in  health,  and  strong  signs  of  imbecility  were 
apparent.  He  positively  refused  to  see  the  prince 
upon  the  subject  of  his  debts,  and  was  otherwise 
much  distracted  at  the  recollection  of  various  impo- 
sitions upon  the  public,  which  might  have  been 
avoided,  if,  in  the  moment  of  necessity,  he  had  ex- 
plained himself  fully  to  the  nation,  and  pressed  for 
an  amelioration  of  all  unnatural  and  uncivilized  acts 
of  parliament,  detrimental  to  the  peace,  welfare,  and 
happiness  of  the  sovereign  and  the  subject 

In  July,  the  prince  was  so  beset  with  appeals  from 
his  numerous  creditors,  that,  partly  to  silence  them, 
and  partly  to  induce  the  House  to  pay  his  long- 
standing arrears  of  borrowed  money,  he  announced 
his  intention  to  give  up  his  establishment,  and,  out 
of  his  annual  income  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  to 
reserve  ten  thousand,  and  appropriate  forty  thousand 
for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  the  prince  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Fitzherbert.  Messrs.  Fox,  Sheridan, 
and  Burke  were  present  upon  the  occasion,  as  also 
were  some  of  the  relatives  of  the  bride.  After  the 
ceremony,  Mr.  Fox  handed  them  into  a  carriage, 
and  they  drove  to  Richmond,  where  they  spent  some 
days.  In  the  interim,  the  queen  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  marriage.  Her  majesty  requested 
an  audience  with  the  prince,  which  wan  immedi- 
ately complied  with.  The  queen  insisted  on  being 
told  if  the  news  of  his  marriage  were  correct.  "  Yes, 
madam,"   replied  he,   "  and  not  any  force  under 
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heaven  shall  separate  us.    If  .his  majesty  had 
asjlrtn  in  acknowledging  Ins  marriage,   he  might 
now  have  enjoyed  life,  instead  of  being  a  misan- 
thrope, as  he  is.     But  I  beg,  further,  that  my  wife 
he  received  at  court,  and  proportionately  as  your 
majesty  receives  her,  and  pays  her  attention,  from 
this  time,  so  shall  I  render  my  attentions  to  your 
majesty.     The  lady  I  have  married  is  worthy  of  all 
homage,  and  my  very  confidential  friends,  with  some 
of  my  wife's  relations,  only,  witnessed  our  marriage. 
Have  you  not  always  taught  me  to  consider  myself* 
heir  to  the  first  sovereignty  in  the  world?  where 
then  will  exist  any  risk  of  obtaining  a  ready  concur- 
rence from  the  House  in  my  marriage?    I  hope, 
madam,  a  few  hours  reflection  will  satisfy  you   that 
1  have  done  my  duty  in  following  this  impulse  of 
my  inclinations,  and  therefore  I  wait  your  majesty's 
commands,  feeling  assured  you  would  not  wish    to 
blast  the  happiness  of  your  favourite  prince.**     The 
queen  presumed  it  would  prove  her  best  policy  to 
signify  her  acquiescence  to  the  prince's  wishes,  and 
the  interview  terminated  without  any  further  expla- 
nation or  remonstrance ;  nevertheless,  the  substance 
of  the  interview  was  immediately  communicated  to 
Mr.  Pitt.   The  extravagant  expenditure  of  the  prince, 
at  this  period,  was  so  increased,  that  he  frequently 
promised  cent,  per  cent,  for  advances  of  cash ! 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  this  year,  proposed  to 
erect  fortifications  all  over  England!  Monstrous  as 
this  attempt  to  enslave  the  country  must  appear,  the 
power  of  Pitt  brought  the  division  of  the  House  of 
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Commons  on  the  bill'  exactly  even,  to  that  the 
speaker  was  obliged,  by  his  conscience,  to  give  his 
casting  vote  against  so  traitorous  an  affirir !  The 
establishment  of  a  sinking  fund  was  next  brought 
forward;  and,  on  a  surplus  of  taxes  appearing, 
amounting  to  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds,  new 
taxes  were  levied  on  the  plea  of  making  up  this 
sum  one  million,  which,  with  compound  interest, 
was  to  be  invariably  applied  to  the  reduction  qf  the 
national  debt. 

In  the  year 

1787, 

the  queen  received  the  wife  of  the  prince  (Mrs. 
Fitzherbert)  in  the  mast  courteous  manner  in  public/ 
The  mental  illness  of  the  king  became  now  appa- 
rent to  those  around  him,  but  it  was  not  spoken  qf 
J*blkhf. 

In  April,  Mr.  Newnham,  member  for  the  city  of 
London,  gave  notice  that  he  should  bring  forward  a 
motion,  the  intent  of  which  was,  "  To  address  the 
tag,  in  order  to  procure  his  approbation  to  relieve 
the  Prince  of  Wales  from  all  embarrassments  of  ajv- 
aatiary  nature,"  to  which  he  hoped  the  House  would 
cordially  agree.  This  announcement  created  much 
conversation,  as  well  it  might ;  and  Mr.  Newnham 
*k  earnestly  solicited  to  withdraw  his  motion,  lest 
ft  results  should  do  injury  to  the  state,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  other  inconvenience  and  mischief.  The 
*i»ister(Pitt)  said, "  that  if  Mr.  Newnham  persevered 
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in  pressing  his  motion  upon  the  notice  ef  the  House, 
he  should  be  driven  to  make  disclosures  of  circum- 
stances, which  otherwise  he  believed  it  to  be  his  impe- 
rative duty  to  conceal"  Mr.  Rolle  (member  for 
Devonshire)  considered  that  an  investigation  of  this 
matter  involved  many  questions  of  consequence, 
which  would  affect  both  church  and  state.  Messrs. 
Fox  and  Sheridan,  with  some  other  private  acquain- 
tances of  the  prince,  were  bold  in  their  language, 
and  replied,  that  "  the  prince  did  not  fear  any  in- 
vestigation of  his  conduct ;  and  that  respect  or  in- 
dulgence, by  an  affected  tenderness  or  studied  am- 
biguity, would  be  disagreeable  to  the  wishes  and 
feelings  of  his  royal  highness !" 

A  few  days  after  this  debate,  Mr.  Fox  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  strange  and  extraor- 
dinary language  used  by  Mr.  Rolle,  saying,  "  that  he 
presumed  those  remarks  were  made  in  reference  tt 
the  base  and  malicious  calumny  which  had  been  pro 
pogated  out  of  doors  by  the  enemies  of  the  prince, 
in  order  to  depreciate  his  character,  and  injure  bin 
in  the  opinion  of  the  country !"  Mr.  Rolle  repliec 
to  this  by  saying  that,  "  though  the  marriage  couk 
not  have  been  accomplished  under  the  formal  sanctun 
of  the  law,  yet  if  it  existed  as  a  fact,  it  ought  to  b 
satisfactorily  cleared  up,  lest  the  most  alarming  con 
sequences  should  be  the  result"  Mr.  Fox,  in  reply 
said,  "  that  he  not  only  denied  the  calumny  in  ques 
tion,  with  respect  to  the  effect  of  certain  existing 
laws,  bat  he  also  denied  the  marriage  in  totoj 
adding,  "  though  he  well  knew  the  matter  was  Ulegtf 


87 

under  every  form  of  statute  provided,  yet  he  took 
that  opportunity  to  assert,  it  never  did  happen." 
Mr.  Rolle  again  asked,  "  Do  you,  Sir,  speak  from 
bisect  or  indirect  AUTHORITY?**  Mr.  Fox  replied, 
«  FROM  DIRECT  AUTHORITY."  The  House 
was  now  anxious  that  Mr.  RoUe  should  express  his 
satisfaction ;  but  he  positively  and  detenninately  re* 
fined,  "  as  he  wished  every  member  of  the  House  to 
judge  for  himself!"  Now  mark  the  result.  Mr. 
Sheridan  (the  bottle-companion  of  the  prince)  rose 
and  declared  warmly,  "  that  if  Mr.  Rolle  would  not 
be  satisfied,  or  put  the  matter  into  some  train  for  his 
further  satisfaction,  his  opinion  was,  the  House 
ought  to  resolve,  that  it  was  seditious  and  disloyal  to 
propagate  reports  injurious  to  the  prince.9'  But 
notice  Mr.  Pitt's  reply,  who  rose,  and  protested 
against  an  attack  upon  the  freedom  of  speech  in  that 
House,  Mr.  Pitt,  indeed,  could  do  no  less  than 
stop  ike  inquiry;  for  if  it  had  proceeded  to  any 
greater  length,  the  legitimacy  of  the  prince  might 
have  been  doubted! ! ! 

The  prince  again  sought  advice  to  shield  himself 
from  his  various  opponents,  whose  impertinent,  yet 
bonest  expressions,  might  prove  an  alloy  to  his  chju 
racier,  and  render  void  all  his  pretensions  to  even 
common  honesty!  His  royal  highness  deigned  to 
consult  some  persons  of  consequence,  but  he  could 
not  receive  any  advice  equal  to  his  wishes.  At 
length,  he  saw  the  queen,  and  partly  explained  his 
dtficukies  and  debts,  concluding  his  remarks  by 
these  threatening  words*:  "  Unless  the  king  su 
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Bis  desire  for  the  payment  of  these  debts,  I  will 
Explain  all  this  state  MYSTERY }  and  I  would  receive 
a  shot  from  a  musket,  in  preference  to  the  galling 
insults  which  I  well  know  the  kingdoms  infer  from 
these  shameful  arrears"  Again  the  state  secrets  ope- 
rated !  Again  was  truth  to  be  hidden  in  a  napkin ! 
The  prince  retired  from  the  audience;  but  the 
queen  was  no  sooner  disengaged  than  Mr.  Pitt  was 
announced  and  introduced.  The  interview  was  short, 
but  decisive,  and  the  minister  departed  on  a  mission 
to  the  prince  at  Carlton  House.  There  he  promised 
that  his  royal  highness  should  immediately  receive 
means  to  discharge  his  debts,  and  accordingly,  on 
the  very  next  day,  a  message  was  laid  before  the 
House,  and  an  address  voted  to  the  king,  to  request 
him  to  grant  out  of  the  "  civil  list"  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  pounds,  to  discharge 
the  debts  of  George,  called  Prince  of  Wales,  with 
an  additional  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  to 
finish  the  repairs  of  Carlton  Palace.  When  this  in* 
famous  proposition  was  made,  distress  and  wretched- 
ness were  at  an  alarming  height !  But  the  king  was 
more  an  object  of  pity  than  of  blame.  Royalty,  to 
him,  was  a  deceitful  bauble.  Those  who  beheld  it 
at  a  distance  saw  nothing  but  greatness,  splendour, 
and  delight;  but,  could  they  have  examined  it 
closely,  they  would  have  found  toil,  perplexity,  and 
care,  its  constant  companions. 

The  king  was  now  fast  exchanging  the  bloom  of 
youth  for  the  languor  of  age.  He  knew  his  duty 
was  to  repress  calumny  and  falsehood,  and  to  support 
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iaaocence  and  truth  ;  and  not  only  to  abstain  from 
doing  evil,  but  to  exert  himself  in  every  way  to  do 
good,  by  preventing  the  mischiefs  evil  counsellors 
might  devise.  Yet  the  state  secrets  kept  him  from 
acting  as  his  heart  dictated,  and  his  mind  soon  lost 
all  its  vigour ! 

The  prince,  from  this  time,  was  sure  of  the  at- 
tainment of  his  wishes,  if  within  the  power  of  the 
queen  to  bestow ;  and,  from  this  conquest,  he  gave 
loose  rein  to  the  impetuous  desires  of  his  wayward 
inclinations.  Splendid  f6tes  were  given,  money  was 
lavished  upon  the  most  insignificant  and  indecorous 
occasions ;  virtue  openly  insulted,  in  every  passible 
shape ;  and  the  man,  who  was  expected  shortly  to 
reign  over  the  destiny  of  millions,  was  frequently 
exhibited  to  his  friends  as  an  unprincipled  liber- 
tine, a  notorious  gamester,  and  an  ungrateful 
ion!  But  the  rank  of  royal  distinction,  and  the 
means  he  possessed  to  gratify  his  lusts  (being  devoid 
of  all  positive  integrity  upon  many  points)  were 
sufficient  causes  of  excuse  in  the  estimation  of  him* 
self  and  his  minions!  His  graceful  bow  and  en- 
snaring address  led  many  good-natured  people  into 
a  belief  that  he  was  really  an  honest  man  and  a 
gentleman! 

From  the  commencement  of  the  year 

1788, 

taking's  health  again  declined.     His  mind  appeared 
fell  of  gloomy  apprehensions  and  forebodings ;  some- 
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times  he  uttered  the  most  incoherent  language;  then, 
dissolving  in  tears,  would  ask  after  the  health  of 
the  several  members  of  his  family,  and  especially  of 
his  youngest  daughter,  to  whom  he  was  more  parti- 
cularly attached.  This  state  of  aberration  was,  how- 
ever, strictly  concealed  from  the  public  as  long  as 
possible  by  the  queen.  Here,  again,  mark  her  Ger- 
man policy!  Fearing  she  could  not  much  longer 
conceal  the  king's  indisposition,  she  determined  to 
consult  her  favourite  minister,  and  they  resolved 
upon  a  proposition  to  give  to  the  queen's  care  the 
charge  of  his  majesty's  person,  presuming  that  step 
was  finally  needful,  as  by  its  adoption  only  could 
she  retain  an  opportunity  of  exeroising  complete 
controul  over  her  afflicted  husband!  On  the  re- 
assembling of  parliament,  therefore,  the  project 
of  the  queen  was  brought  forward  by  Pitt,  who,  pos- 
sessing a  decided  majority,  passed  what  resolutions 
he  pleased.  He  contended,  in  opposition  to  Fox, 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  no  more  right  to  the 
regency  than  he  had!  The  debates  upon  this  sub- 
ject were  long  and  warm ;  but  Pitt  and  the  queen 
finally  triumphed.  The  care  of  the  king's  person 
and  the  disposition  of  the  royal  household  was  to  be 
committed  to  her  majesty,  who  would,  by  this  means, 
be  vested  with  the  patronage  of  Jour  hundred  places, 
amongst  which  were  the  great  offices  of  lord-stewart, 
lord-chamberlain,  and  master  of  the  horse !  These 
"  loaves  and  fishes"  offered  the  queen  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity of  exercising  her  tyranny,  and  further  increas- 
ing her  power ! 
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Let  as  here  digress  a  little,  to  reflect  upon  the 
enviable  state  in  which  her  majesty  was  placed  at  this 
period. 

Behold,  then,  the  Queen  of  England,  in  the  en- 
joyment  of  health,  surrounded  with  all  the  luxuries 
of  life,  knowing  the  intricacies  of  state  infamy, 
and  anxious  to  hold  the  reins  of  government  in  heir 
own  hands,  constantly  closeted  with  the  minister— 

• 

alone  !  his  years  not  half  so  many  as  those  of  his 
royal  mistress!  See  her  confiding  in  his  secrecy, 
submitting  her  opinions  for  his  decision,  and  know- 
ing that  herself  and  her  family  are  in  his  power ! 
The  man,  who,  after  this  retrospect,  pronounces 
there  never  was  a  fake  step,  or  a  deviation  from  rec- 
titude,  we  venture  to  say  is  but  very  little  acquainted 
with  humanity !  It  is  also  well  known  to  more  than 
one  or  two  individuals,  that  the  Prince  of  Waled 
dared  to  jest  with  her  majesty  upon  the  occasional 
private  interviews  she  held  with  this  minister;  and 
his  royal  highness  was  once  seriously  sent  from  her 
presence,  in  consequence  of  a  trifling  discovert 
he  made.  It  therefore  seemed  the  more  requisite 
that  the  appearance  of  a  rigid  decorum  must  exist  at 
court;  consequently,  if  any  lady  had  been  known 
to  violate  those  bounds,  she  must  be  excluded  from 
royal  favour,  and  never  again  enter  the  precincts  of 
the  palace !  Her  majesty,  it  will  be  perceived  from 
this,  knew  how  to  put  oh  the  garb  of  virtue,  if  she 
possessed  it  not !  Our  love  of  impartiality,  however, 
obliges  us  to  give  an  instance  contrary  to  the  general 
edict  of  the  queen.     Her  majesty  was  made  fully  ac- 

c2 
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quainted  with  Mrs.  Fitzherbert's  history,  and  there- 
fore knew  that  this  lady  had  been  left  a  widow — 
twice ;  and  that  she  afterwards  accepted  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Marquis  Bellois,  which  intimacy  was  of 
considerable  duration.  Yet,  as  soon  as  the  prince 
married  her,  she  was  a  general  visitant  at  court,  and 
received  the  most  especial  and  unlimited  polite  at- 
tentions from  the  queen.  Let  this  example  suffice 
to  shew  her  majesty's  scrupulous  delicacy ! 


In  March, 


1789, 


the  king  was  declared  convalescent,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  resume  his  duties,  and  defeat  those  air-drawn 
schemes  of  power,  which  his  queen  was  about  to 
assume. 

The  insulted  sovereign  thus  freed  the  people,  for 
a  time,  from  the  artful  stratagems  and  devices  arising 
from  the  charnel  house  of  oppression. 

It  is  certain,  that  his  majesty  was  free  from  all 
violent  paroxysms,  and  generally  manifested  a  quiet 
and  unobtrusive  disposition  in  all  things.  But  then 
this  was  the  utmost  of  his  improvement.  Reason's 
empire  was  fatally  shook,  and  the  recollection  of  the 
past  incapacitated  him  for  forming  an  opinion  either 
upon  the  present  or  the  future. 

The  queen,  in  the  mean  time,  resolved  not  to  be 
entirely  debarred  of  her  prospects  of  patronage ;  for, 
under  the  specious  disguise  of  kingly  authority,  her 
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majesty  gave  appointments  and  honours  to  the 
hirelings  around  her,  and  carried  "  majorities*  when- 
ever she  pleased. 

It  was  not  deemed  prudent  that  the  king  should 
open  the  House  in  person ;  therefore,  the  chancellor 
delivered  the  speech  in  the  name  of  his  majesty. 

During  this  session,  Mr.  Wilberforce  pleaded  ably 
for  the  abolition  of  West  Indian  slavery,  though  to 
very  little  advantage. 

Some  excesses  of  an  unhappy  description  were 
practised  by  the  Duke  of  York ;  but  they  were  passed 
over  without  any  public  punishment  or  parental  re- 
buke, although  a  family  of  high  respectability  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  their  only  daughter,  a  most  beau- 
tiful and  accomplished  girl,  nearly  twenty  years  of 
age !  She  was  a  victim  of  the  duke's  sensuality,  and 
destroyed  herself  by  poison  soon  afterwards, — such 
were  the  extreme  sentiments  of  honor  and  virtue 
entertained  by  her.  Some  of  her  family  yet  live  to 
mourn  her  loss  and  regret  the  privileges  of  royalty ! 

In  this  year  a  revolution  broke  out  in  France,  and 
innumerable  lives  were  lost.  The  opposite  views 
which  Burke  and  Fox  took  of  this  event  dissolved 
the  friendship  that  had  so  long  existed  between 
them. 

In  February, 

1790, 

the  printer  of  M  The  Times'*  newspaper  was  fined 
°ne  hundred  pounds  for  a  libel  on  the  Prince  of 
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Wales,  and  the  like  sum  for  a  libel  on  the  equally- 
illustrious  seducer,  the  Duke  of  York.  If  a  verdict 
had  been  given  otherwise,  royalty  would  have  been 
humbled ! 

In  this  year,  also,  a  most  remarkable  occurrence 
transpired.  A  very  respectable  clergyman  was  in- 
duced to  marry  two  persons  upon  an  extreme  emer- 
gency, without  their  obtaining  a  license  or  the 
publishing  of  banns.  The  clergyman  was  tried  at 
Leicester  for  this  offence,  and  sentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported for  fourteen  years !  Many  appeals  were 
made,  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner,  to  the 
judge.  Expostulations  upon  the  disproportion  of 
the  punishment  were  also  made  by  various  classes 
of  society ;  but,  alas !  the  happiness  of  the  subject 
tyas  destroyed,  while  the  higher  authorities  remained 
not  only  unimpeached,  but  defended ! 

During  this  session,  the  House  was  solicited  to 
supply  extra  sums  for  the  expenditure  of  the  secret 
service,  to  which,  however,  many  voices  were  raised 
in  opposition.  The  prince  and  his  former  friends 
and  companions  were  now  apparently  in  a  state  of 
disunion,  as  each  one  appeared  dissatisfied  with  the 
other. 

Mr.  Fox  proved  the  most  unremitting  member  of 
the  House  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  opposing 
the  increase  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  imposition 
of  new  taxes.  The  salary  of  the  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  however,  was  advanced  to  six 
thousand  pounds,  remonstrance  proving  of  no  avail. 

About  this  time,  the  prince  and  two  pf  his  bro- 


then  became  so  embarrassed  by  their  imprudent 
conduct,  that  they  found  it  expedient  to  resort  to 
some  measure  for  the  attainment  of  means  to  satisfy 
the  clamorous  demands  of  their  creditors.  Jews 
and  money-brokers  were  tried,  but  to  no  effect ;  and 
their  last  resource  seemed  to  be  by  obtaining  the 
amount  desired  upon  their  respective  or  joint  bonds. 
Every  likely  person  was  solicited  to  grant  the  loan ; 
yet,  after  a  long  and  mortifying  attempt,  all  their 
endeavours  proved  fruitless.  A  large  interest  was 
offered,  and  had  the  parties  been  persons  of  indu- 
bitable integrity,  many  of  their  countrymen  would 
have  gladly  lent  their  money  upon  such  terms ;  but 
former  inaccuracies  paved  the  way  for  future  mis* 
givings.  At  length  the  sum  was  furnished,  from 
foreign  houses  chiefly, — the  amount  of  which  was 
one  million///  The  princes  received  nearly  half 
a  million  immediately,  and  the  other  portion  was  to 
be  paid  according  to  the  stipulation,— the  interest 
being  fixed  at  sir  per  cent.  This  interest,  however, 
was  not  paid  upon  its  becoming  due ;  consequently 
there  was  a  suspicion  of  unfair  dealing ;  but  of  this 
subject  we  must  treat  anon. 

A  trifling  dispute  with  Spain  this  year  cost  the 
country  three  hundred  thousand  pounds! 

The  year 

1791 

w*s  a  period  of  continual  debate  and  of  harassing 
vexation,  both  at  home  and  abroad.     In  the  mean 
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while,  the  prince  was  engrossed  in  his  pursuits  of 
pleasure,  ever  searching  after  variety  in  every  pos- 
sible shape.  Such  also  were  the  pursuits  of  his 
royal  brothers. 

It  now  becomes  our  painful  duty  to  speak  of  the 

FEMALES  Of  this   u  ILLUSTRIOUS  FAMILY." 

It  is  one  of  the  unnatural  distinctions  of  royalty, 
and  which  is  often  fatal  to  the  happiness  of  society, 
that  their  ways  are  not  the  ways  of  the  other  sons  and 
daughters  of  humanity.  Though  royal  blood  is  not 
of  itself  considered  a  barrier  against  marriage,  the 
very  few  persons  that  are  eligible  to  marry  a  king's 

« 

daughter,  besides  the  unsurmountable  difficulties 
which  religion  opposes  to  such  unions,  makes  them 
almost  amount  to  absolute  exclusion. 

It  would  argue  a  callous  heart  not  to  feel  the 
force  of  the  above  reflection,  while  speaking  of  the 
royal  daughters  of  Queen  Charlotte.  They  were 
at  this  period  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  in  all  the 
glowing  exuberance  of  health,  but  from  the  real  en- 
joyment of  which  the  miserable  etiquette  of  regal 
splendour,  and  the  feigned  prudery  of  their  mother, 
debarred  them.  In  the  full  meridian  of  their  state, 
possessing  every  exterior  advantage  calculated  to 
excite  vulgar  envy  and  admiration,  these  royal  ladies 
were  less  blessed,  in  reality,  than  the  daughters  of 
peasants,  who  were  free  to  marry  the  men  of  their 
choice.  When  this  secluded  state  of  royalty  is  con- 
sidered, the  reflecting  mind  will  feel  disposed  to 
exercise  charity  and  forbearance ;  but  the  subjects 
of  our  present  notice  partook  of  rather  more  of  fe- 
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male  frailty  than  ought  to  have  been  allowed.  We 
have  heard,  indeed,  of  the  most  desperate  excesses 
committed  by  royal  ladies,  and  are  ourselves  ac- 
quainted with  an  accoucheur,  who  officiated  under  a 
circumstance  of  a  lamentable  kind, — independent 
of  the  birth  of  Caftain  Garth  !  Alas !  were 
the  crimes  of  the  court  of  Charlotte  but  painted  in 
their  true  colours,  how  would  Virtue  blush ! — how 
would  Honesty  be  abashed ! — how  would  Credulity 
be  staggered  !  The  slightest  deviation  from  honor 
in  a  tradesman's  daughter  is  generally  punished  by 
eternal  disgrace!  For  the  present,  we  must  leave 
these  very  painful  reflections j  though  we  fear  truth 
will  compel  us  to  renew  the  subject. 

The  revenue  was,  as  usual,  unequal  to  meet  the 
extravagancies  of  the  royal  family,  and  so  was  added 
every  succeeding  year  an  increase  to  the  already  im- 
mense "NATIONAL  DEBT." 

The  queen  became  now  much  disturbed  by  the 
dissatisfaction  so  generally  expressed  by  all  classes  of 
society,  and  she  therefore  resolved  to  give  the 
minister  her  opinion  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Pitt 
accordingly  presented  himself,  and  was  received 
with  courteous  attention.  The  queen  expressed  her 
fears  of  an  ill  ultimatum,  unless  some  plan  could  be 
proposed  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  the  people.  After 
various  propositions  were  made  and  rejected,  .it  was 
deemed  prudent  to  resist  any  and  every  motion 
which  might  be  made  in  the  Commons  for  reform  in 
the  state  of  the  representation,  and  to  rule  over  the 
people  by  force,  if  found  needful. 
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The  House  met  early  in  the  year 

1792, 

and  the  king  announced  the  marriage  of  his  second 
son,  Frederick,  with  a  daughter  of  the  King  of 
Prussia.  In  March,  Mr.  Pitt  proposed  to  settle 
thirty  thousand  pounds  per  annum  upon  their  royal 
highnesses !  The  Opposition  remonstrated,  but  the 
motion  was  finally  carried. 

Much  interest  was  excited  upon  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade;  and  Mr. Wilberforce  urged  the  aboli- 
tion of  it  in  very  warm  and  generous  language. 
Mr.  Pitt  was  eloquent  on  this  occasion,  and  pleaded, 
most  animatedly,  in  favour  of  its  entire  abolition ; 
but  the  minister  was  not  sincere*  A  series  of  resolu- 
tions were  ultimately  agreed  upon,  and  sent  up  to 
the  Lords  for  their  concurrence. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  now  commenced  his  par- 
liamentary career,  by  violently  declaiming  against 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  its  advocates.  This 
caused  it  to  be  delayed,  and  the  guilt  of  Britain  in- 
creased. 

The  queen  appeared  vexed  at  this  circumstance, 
as  she  had  imagined  such  a  concession  would  have 
given  great  satisfaction,  without  decreasing  her  in- 
fluence at  home. 

In  a  private  conversation  with  an  illustrious  per- 
son, some  days  after  this  defeat,  Mr.  Wilberforce 
said,  "  He  did  not  believe  the  queen  or  the  minister 
were  truly  desirous  of  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  for, 
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if  it  had  been  intended  by  them  to  be  carried,  they 
would  have  secured  it  in  the  Upper  House." 

After  thus  trifling  with  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
it  appeared  probable  that  dissatisfaction  might  arise 
amongst  the  middle  classes  of  society ;  to  provide 
against  which,  the  establishment  of  a  new  police  for 
Westminster  was  proposed  and  carried. 

The  year 

1793 

commenced  with  the  usual  aspects,  and  power 
appeared  to  have  had  a  hardening  influence  upon 
the  minds  of  statesmen.  The  crisis  seemed  near, 
that  some  salutary  and  healing  measure  of  reform  in 
the  state  of  the  representation  must  be  adopted; 
for  it  was  imprudent  any  longer  to  be  silent  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  Grey,  therefore,  moved  the  question 
in  the  House,  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  was  sup- 
ported ably  by  Mr.  Erskine  and  others ;  but  the 
minister  (Mr.  Pitt)  repelled  the  motion,  and  spoke 
as  warmly  for  its  withdrawal  as  he  had  formerly 
spoken  in  its  defence,  and  of  its  necessity.  The 
result  was  prejudical  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
free-born  men;  the  motion  was  dismissed,  and  a 
royal  proclamation  issued  against  all  seditious  writ- 
ings and  correspondences, — plainly  proving  that 
the  crown  needed  the  aid  of  spies  and  informers,  in 
order  to  continue  its  baneful  and  injurious  influence 
over  a  deluded  and  degraded  people !  Thus  was  an 
attempt  to  obtain  justice  defeated  by  a  combination 
of  overhearing  tyranny  and  oppression  j  and  thus 
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was  the  "  state  automaton"  moved  at  pleasure  by  the 
secret  springs  of  court  intrigue  and  infamy,  re- 
gulated by  the  queen  !  One  extreme  generally  leads 
to  another,  and  so  by  degrees  the  freedom  of  the 
constitution  was  changed  to  tyrannical  fetters,  under 
the  assumed  title  of  "  improvements  in  our  code  of 
laws"  whilst  distress  continued,  and  expostulation, 
as  usual,  proved  fruitless* 

Mr.  Pitt,  at  this  time,  through  a  private  channel, 
communicated  his  desire  to  see  Mr.  Canning,  who 
of  course  promptly  attended.  The  premier  compli- 
mented Mr.  Canning  on  his  reputation  as  a  scholar 
and  a  speaker,  and  stated,  that,  if  he  concurred  in 
the  policy  which  government  was  then  pursuing,  ar- 
rangements would  be  made  to  bring  him  into  parlia- 
ment. These  few  words  will  briefly  explain  to  future 
generations  the  manner  of  introducing  members  to 
parliament  by  this  minister. 

Previous  to  this  honourable  offer,  Mr.  Canning 
belonged  to  what  was  then  termed  "  the  opposition 
faction,"  and  among  those  who  were  the  most  violent 
in  their  opinions,  he  had  been  considered  and  spoken 
of  as  their  protigi.  But  a  seat  in  parliament  from 
the  hands  of  a  prime  minister,  who,  however  haughty 
and  reserved  in  his  general  manners,  had  perhaps, 
for  that  very  reason,  a  peculiar  power  in  fixing  him- 
self in  the  minds  of  those  whom  he  wished  to  please, 
was  a  tempting  offer  to  a  young  man,  conscious  of 
superior  talent,  but  rendered  by  his  situation  in  life 
agreeably  alive  to  such  flattering  and  powerful  notice. 
Our  readers  will  hardly  feel  surprised,  then,  at  his 
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after  vacillating  conduct,  which  we  shall  have  oc- 
casion frequently  to  notice. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  now  veered  in  his  political 
expressions,  and  deserted  his  former  acknowledged 
principles,  in  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  the  queen. 
The  other  male  branches  of  the  royal  family  were 
revelling  in  the  vortex  of  voluptuousness ;  and  so 
expensive  were  their  amours  and  gallantries,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  gambling  transactions,  that  they  were 
continually  involved  in  debt,  and,  for  momentary  re- 
lief, borrowed  sums  of  every  person  willing  to  run 
the  risk  of  a  loan,  or  afraid  to  incur  the  royal  dis- 
pleasure. 

The  king  was  ignorant  of  the  most  dishonorable 
transactions  in  which  his  sons  were  so  deeply  in- 
volved ;  what  he  did  know  was  sufficient  to  make 
him  miserable.  Their  supplies  and  income  were  to 
an  enormous  extent ;  yet  his  majesty  was  aware  that 
the  Duke  of  York's  horses  and  carriage  were  seized, 
while  going  down  Piccadilly,  and  his  royal  highness 
obliged  to  walk  home ! 

Declaration  of  hostilities  was  announced  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  the  year's  supply 
amounted  to  TWENTY  MILLIONS.  To  provide 
this  enormous  sum,  extra  taxes  were  again  levied 
upon  the  people. 

We  enter  upon  the  year 

1784, 

*ith  sorrow  and  indignation,  as  it  was  the  commence- 
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•  ... 

ment  of  an  all-important  era  in  national  affairs.  The 
king  beheld  the  critical  state  of  the  empire  with 
much  sorrow  and  disquietude.  The  extravagant  and 
imprudent  conduct  of  his  sons  also  acted  as  a  canker 
upon  his  heart  In  vain  did  he  endeavour  to  repre- 
sent to  them,  that  to  be  worthy  of  holding  their 
rank  in  such  a  great  nation,  they  ought  to  lay  aside 
the  follies  which  had  so  long  been  practised  by  them ; 
and  as  earnestly,  yet  as  vainly,  did  he  press  them  to 
retire  from  the  society  of  voluptuous  acquaintances, 
with  whom  he  too  well  knew  they  were  so  deeply  in- 
volved, in  various  ways. 

At  this  period  of  our  history,  we  are  grieved  to 
record  the  tyrannical  acts  of  government,  in  appre- 
hending a  number  of  persons  on  the  charge  of 
treason.  Some  of  our  readers  will,  doubtless,  recol- 
lect the  glorious  acquittal  of  Hardy,  Tooke,  and 
Thelwall ;  but  there  were  others,  less  fortunate.  We 
would  rather  have  been  Claudius  or  Caligula,  Nero, 
Tiberius,  or  the  Christian^  blood-stained  Constantine, 
than  the  man  who,  in  cold  blood,  could  deliberately 
sign  a  warrant  against  those  patriotic  martyrs,  Mum, 
Skirving,  Margarot,  Palmer,  and  Gerald,  whose 
only  crime  consisted  in  having  supported  Mr.  Pitt9 s 

OWN  ORIGINAL  SYSTEM  OF  REFORM/ 

Our  readers,  at  this  distance  of  time,  will  reflect 
with  amazement  and  indignation,  that  on  the  8th  of 
February,  1794,  the  four  first-named  citizens,  without 
a  moment's  previous  notice,  were  surprised  in  their 
beds  by  the  Newgate  ruffians,  chained  and  hand- 
cuffed like  the  vilest  felons,  and  thus  conveyed  to 
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Woolwich,  where  they  were  sent  on  board  a  trans- 
port ready  to  receive  them.  A  few  hours  afterwards, 
the  vessel  dropped  down  the  river ;  but,  during  the 
short  interval  it  remained  at  Woolwich,  all  commu- 
nication was  cut  off  between  them  and  their  friends ! 
Even  the  wife  of  Margarot  was  denied  admission  to 
him !  Such  were  the  positive  orders  of  that  illiberal 
and  corrupt  minister, — Mr.  Henry  Dundas. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  day  is  for  ever  past  when 
men  can  be  thus  treated  for  merely  giving  vent  to 
their  complaints  and  sufferings.  It  is  the  prerogative 
of  affliction  to  complain,  more  sacred  and  natural 
than  any  titles  or  immunities  which  privileged  persons 
enjoy!  And  whenever  force  is  employed  against 
argument  and  reason,  though  the  contest  may  be  un- 
equal, depend  upon  it  that  the  cause  of  truth  will 

ULTIMATELY  PREVAIL! 

At  this  period,  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  involved  in 
more  than  six  hundred  thousand  pounds,  beside 
bonds  and  bills,  signed  by  him,  to  a  very  enormous 
amount ;  and,  finding  himself  unable  to  procure  any 
further  sums,  he  applied  to  the  queen  for  assistance 
in  this  extremity.  Her  majesty  referred  him  to  his 
father,  and  pressed  him  to  yield  to  any  advice  which 
the  king  might  suggest,  or  any  plan  he  might  re- 
commend. 

A  time  was  appointed  for  an  interview,  and  the 
father  and  son  entered  upon  these  very  distressing 
and  dishonorable  transactions.  After  much  delibe- 
ration, the  king  observed,  "  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible to  ask  parliament  for  any  relief,  as  it  was 
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all  the  minister  could  now  do  to  keep  the  wheels  of 
state  in  motion ;  and,  even  to  do  that,  it  required  im- 
mense loans  to  be  raised,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of 
the  year's  current  expenses."  As  a  last  resource,  the 
king  proposed  that  the  prince  should  MARRY,  and 
that  a  lady  of  royal  birth  be  selected,  as  agreeable 
to  the  inclinations  of  the  prince  as  possible.  Upon 
such  an  event,  the  minister  would,  no  doubt,  fur* 
nish  means  for  his  liberation,  and  a  sufficient  income 
for  the  additional  expenses  attendant  upon  such  an 
alliance.  The  prince  received  the  opinion  of  his 
father  with  varied  sensations,  and  requested  time  to 
think  upon  the  proposition,  when  he  would  announce 
the  result  of  his  cogitations. 

Alas  !  how  much  are  kings  to  be  pitied  I  If  their 
principles  and  intentions  be  virtuous,  what  difficulties 
have  they  to  surmount,  what  sorrows  to  endure ! 
This  was  a  trying  period  for  George  the  Third :  on 
the  one  hand,  he  saw  the  impropriety  and  cruelty  of 
marriage  merely  for  state  policy,  and  more  particu- 
larly so  in  the  present  instance,  as  he  considered  the 
prince's  marriage  with  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  solemn  and 
binding  in  the  sight  of  heaven,  though  certainly  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  law  of  the  country,  which 
was  in  operation  at  the  time  it  was  solemnized.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  appeared  that  a  royal  marriage  was 
an  event  that  would  give  great  satisfaction  to  the 
people,  and  might,  perhaps,  reclaim  the  prince  from 
those  considerable  errors  and  obnoxious  pursuits  in 
which  he  was  so  deeply  entangled j  for  he  associated 
with  some  of  the  most  unprincipled  characters,  of 
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whom  any  person  of  morality  or  common  decency 
would  certainly  have  been  ashamed. 

Here  again  the  gewgaw  of  royal  parade  was  in- 
tended to  entrap  the  admiration  of  the  ignorant 
The  vain  pomp  and  pageantries  of  courts  and  the 
splendour  of  fortune  have  ever  been  an  ignis  fatuus 
to  seduce  the  people  to  their  ruin.  They  have, 
alas !  too  often  served  as  an  useful  shelter  to  every 
excess  of  folly,  every  enormity  of  crime ;  while  the 
deepest  distresses  and  the  most  urgent  wants  have 
not  been  allowed  as  an  extenuation  for  the  slightest 
transgression,  though  committed  to  satisfy  the  crav- 
ing exigencies  of  famished  nature !  Had  a  private 
individual  acted  as  this  prince  was  about  to  do, 
would  he  not  have  become  an  outcast  from  his  family, 
and  would  not  the  whole  world  have  abandoned 
him  ?  Yet,  although  the  prince's  example  was  ten 
thousand  times  more  contagious,  all  the  breaches  of 
faith  of  which  he  had  been  guilty  scarcely  received 
the  slightest  animadversion!  But  so  it  was ;  com- 
mon interest  united  even  those  who  were  disunited 
by  particular  discordances,  and  the  seeming  harmony 
of  the  royal  family  may  undoubtedly  be  inferred  to 
have  arisen  from  their  equal  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  piece.  Their  private  differences  were  apparently 
lost  in  the  immensity  of  the  secrets  by  which  the 
state  chain  was  rivetted,  as  if  it  were  by  adamant. 

We  must  not  suppose  his  majesty  was  all  this  time 
ignorant  of  the  situation  of  his  nephew,  the  only 
child  of  his  brother  Edward  ;  so  far  from  that  being 
the  case,  he  had  caused  him  to  be  brought  up  pri- 
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vately,  and  was  regular  in  Ihe  discharge  of  the 
yearly  expenses  incurred  on  his  account  at  Eton. 
The  queen  presumed  that  her  children  were  safely 
seatedt  so  long  as  the  king's  Jtrst  marriage  should 
be  concealed,  and  therefore  did  not  bestow  many 
thoughts  upon  the  happiness  or  misery,  fortune  or 
misfbrtune,  life  or  death,  of  this  much-injured 
YOUTH !  Does  not  nature  revolt  at  this  barbarity, 
this  secret  unfeeling  conduct  of  the  queen  ?  What 
mother  could  know  a  similar  case,  and  not  afford  all 
the  generous  tenderness  of  sympathy  to  mitigate  the 
losses  this  orphan  had  sustained,  not  only  of  fortune, 
but  of  the  fostering  care  of  both  his  parents? 

The  complicated  wickedness  of  the  court  seemed 
now  nearly  approaching  its  climax.  Deception  had 
been  added  to  deception,  until,  to  complete  the  de- 
lusion, another  victim  must  necessarily  be  added,  in 
the  person  of  the  Princess  Caroline  of  Brunswick ! 

After  conferences  with  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  the  queen, 
and  a  few  others,  closely  interested  in  the  affair,  had 
taken  place,  the  prince  acquainted  his  father  with  his 
submission  to  the  royal  will,  and  requested  to  know 
whom  his  majesty  would  recommend  for  his  bride. 
The  king  suggested  his  niece,  the  daughter  of  his 
sister,  the  Duchess  of  Brunswick,  for  whose  accept- 
ance he  urged  the  prince  to  send  his  miniature,  and 
other  formalities,  usual  on  such  occasions.  The 
prince,  uith  apparent  vivacity  >  acquiesced;  but  his 
majesty  thought  that  his  son's  language  wanted  sin* 
cerity. 

The  evening  was  spent  in  revelry  and  debauchery 
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by  the  prince  and  his  companions,  and  his  royal 
highness  swore  "  I  will  many  the  Princess  of  Bruns- 
wick, which,"  said  he,  "  will  be  no  marriage  at  all, 
and  desert  her,  of  which  I  will  give  her  timely  no- 
tice." The  miniature  was  painted  flatteringly,  and 
the  following  letter  from  the  prince  accompanied  it 
to  his  intended  wife : 

Copy   of  a  letter  written  to  the  Princess  Caroline  of 
Brunswick,  by  George  Prince  of  Wales. 

«'  Madam,  «  1794. 

"  The  king  my  father,  whom  I  highly  respect  and 
esteem,  has  just  announced  to  me  that  your  hand  is 
destined  for  me.  I  am  obliged,  by  the  imperious  force 
of  circumstances  to  own,  that  this  intelligence  has 
thrown  me  into  despair,  and  my  candour  does  not 
allow  me  to  conceal  my  sentiments  from  you.  I  hope 
that  when  you  are  acquainted  with  them,  you  will 
aid  me  in  breaking  the  ties  which  would  unite  us 
only  to  render  us  unhappy ;  and  which  will  be  in  your 
power  to  oppose,  since  /  am  unable  to  do  so.  You, 
Madam,  are  adored  by  your  parents;  I  am  aware 
that  they  have  allowed  you  the  liberty  of  refusing  all 
the  princes  who  have  been  proposed  to  you  in  mar- 
riage ;  refuse  me  also,  I  conjure  you  in  the  name  of 
pity,  to  which  I  know  you  are  no  stranger.  You  do 
not  know  me,  Madam ;  you  therefore  can  have  no 
cause  to  lament  my  loss.  Leam,  then,  the  secret  and 
unhappy  situation  of  the  prince  whom  they  wish  you 
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to  espouse.  I  cannot  love  you ;  I  cannot  make  you 
happy ;  my  heart  has  long  ceased  to  be  free.  She 
who  possesses  it  is  the  only  woman  to  whom  I  could 
unite  myself  agreeably  to  my  inclinations.  You  would 
find  in  me  a  husband  who  places  all  his  affections 
upon  another.  If  this  secret,  which  I  name  to  you  in 
confidence,  does  not  cause  you  to  reject  me;  if  am- 
bition, or  any  other  motive  of  which  I  am  ignorant, 
cause  you  to  condescend  to  the  arrangements  of  my 
family,  learn  that,  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  given 
an  heir  to  the  throne,  I  will  abandon  you,  never  to 
meet  you  more  in  public.  I  will  then  attach  myself 
to  that  lady  whom  I  love,  and  whom  I  will  not  leave. 
Such  is,  Madam,  my  last  and  irrevocable  resolution  ; 
if  you  are  the  victim  of  it,  you  will  be  a  trilling 
victim,  and  you  cannot  accuse  me  of  having  de- 
ceived you. 

"  I  am,  Madam, 

-i  With  great  truth, 

14  Your's  sincerely, 

"  George  P." 

After  reading  this  very  curious  epistle,  the  reader 
may  presume  that  the  princess  was  indiscreet  in  her 
acceptance  of  the  hand  of  a  prince  who  so  boldly 
professed  himself  averse  to  the  union ;  but  the  fol- 
lowing letters  of  George  the  Third  to  herself  and 
her  mother,  (the  king's  sister)  which  accompanied 
the  one  of  the  prince,  will  afford  some  explanation 
of  her  conduct : 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Caroline,  Princess 

from  her  uncle,  George  the  Third. 

"  My  dearest  Niece  Caroline,  *•  1794. 

"  It  has  afforded  me  very  much  pleasure  to  hear, 
by  the  means  of  my  son  Frederick  of  York,  that 
you  merit  my  very  best  regard.  I  have  no  doubt 
you  have  frequently  heard  of  my  very  great  and 
affectionate  regard  for  your  dear  mother,  my  sister ; 
and  I  assure  you  I  iove  her  daughter  for  her  sake. 
I  am  well  persuaded  that  my  dear  niece  will  not 
refuse  the  pressing  request  of  myself  and  her  mo- 
ther with  respect  to  an  alliance  with  my  son  George, 
Prince  of  Wales,  which  I  earnestly  desire  may  be 
arranged  to  take  place  as  speedily  as  possible.  I 
promise,  most  solemnly  promise,  that  I  will  be  your 
friend  and  father  upon  every  occasion,  and  I  entreat 
you  to  comply  with  this  ardent  desire  of  my  heart, 
that  my  agitated  mind  may  once  more  be  composed. 

"  I  have  explained  to  my  sister  the  probable  dif- 
ficulties which  my  son  George  may  mention ;  but 
they  must  not  have  any  weight  in  your  mind  and 
conclusions.  I  beg  you  not  to  refuse  this  pressing 
petition  of  your  most 

"  Sincere  and  affectionate 
"  Uncle, 

**  George  R." 

"  P.  S.  Do  not  delay  a  reply  an  hour  longer  than 
can  be  avoided.'9 

"  To  Caroline,  Princess  of  Brunswick* 

<$T.  #C.  %C. 
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Cdpy  of  a  Letter  to  the  Duchess  of  Brunswick,  firm 
her  Brother,  George  the  Third. 

a  My  Dear  Sister, 
"  I  have  endeavoured  to  exite  and  promote  in  the 
mind  of  my  son  George  a  desire  to  espouse  my  dear 
niece  Caroline.  This,  I  am  aware,  he  will  only  coo- 
sent  to  as  a  prudent  step,  by  which  his  debts  may  be 
paid.  I  will  trust  to  your  influence  with  Caroline 
that  she  may  not  be  offended  with  any  thing  be 
pleases  to  say.  He  may  please  to  plead  that  he  is 
already  married ! — and  I  fear  he  will  resort  to  any 
measures  rather  than  an  honorable  marriage.  But 
as,  in  my  former  letters,  I  have  explained  my  wishes 
upon  this  subject,  I  therefore  need  not  now  repeat 
them.  Tell  my  dear  niece  she  must  never  expect  to 
find  a  mother  or  friend  in  the  queen  ;  but  I  will  be 
her  friend  to  my  latest  breath.  Give  me  your  sup- 
port, my  sister,  and  prevail  upon  my  niece  Caroline 
at  all  hazards. 

"  Your*s  affectionately, 

"  George  R.w 

A  courier  was  despatched  with  these  preliminaries 
of  a  royal  marriage,  and  the  prince  again  sank  into 
the  depths  of  vice.  The  queen  saw  her  path  was 
rather  difficult,  and  feared  for  the  consequences; 
but  she  resolved  to  exert  every  thought  to  devise  the 
surest  plan  for  future  safety.  Her  majesty  did  not 
assist  the  prince  to  any  extent,  because  her  purse 
was  of  the  greatest  utility  to  her  personal  safety,  and 


Ill 

therefore  premises  were  chiefly  given  to  thfe  datndr* 
ous  and  ruined  creditors,  that,  as  soon  as  the  prim* 
was  married,  all  debts  would  be  discharged !  The 
reasons  which  prompted  the  parsimony  of  the  queen 
were  obvious  to  those  who  knew  her  plans,  though 
not  to  the  public.  She  was  aware  of  the  slight 
tenure  she  held,  and  the  illegality  of  her  marriage } 
the  unaccounted-for  death  of  the  kings  eldest  bro- 
ther ;  the  uncertainty  of  the  fate  of  his  issue  ;  fears 
for  his  future  public  appeals,  and  her  knowledge  of 
the  validity  of  his  claims!  Beside  all  this,  the  re- 
latives of  the  legally-married  wife  of  the  Duke 
(Edward)  were  of  more  illustrious  descent  than  eveii 
the  queen  herself;  and  from  them  she  stood  in  doubt, 
lest  the  untimely  death  of  this  lady  and  her  husband* 
the  unfortunate  Duke  of  York,  as  well  as  the  pri- 
vacy of  their  offspring,  should  be  brought  forward 
in  a  public  manner,  or  in  any  way  which  might  re- 
flect dishonour  upon  the  influence  of  the  crown ! 

How  much  has  guilt  to  fear  from  exposure  by 
truth!  Secrecy  was  the  ministerial  watch-word 
then  in  vogue,  and  though  fallacious  and  destructive, 
u  experience  has  demonstrated  the  principle  to  be, 
yet  the  nation  was  cajoled  by  its  influence,  and  even 
induced  indirectly  to  sanction  measures  the  most 
desperate  and  ruinous  that  imagination  can  depict ! 

The  hireling  part  of  the  press,  notwithstanding, 
strove  to  eternize  this  awful  and  barbarous  system* 
and  thus  assisted  the  minister  to  cherish  the  growth 
of  Ignorance.  Indeed,  it  is  an  undeniable  fact,  that 
the  corruption  of  government  pervaded  every  branch 
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of  Mr.  Pitt's  administration  ;    but  surely  this  mi* 
nister  must  have  been   sometimes  afraid  that  the 
people  would  discover  the  frauds  and  impositions 
practised  upon  them,  and  demand  satisfaction.    Mr. 
Pitt,  indeed,  was  an  apostate,  who,  at  the  beginning 
of  his  career,  stood  forth  as  the  champion  of  the 
people's  rights  ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  gained  pos- 
session of  power,    than  he  at  once  threw  off  the 
mask,  deserted  his  benefactors,  who  had  trusted  and 
exalted  him,   maintained,    with  all  his  might,    the 
utmost  stretch  of  the  royal  prerogative,  owned  him* 
self  the  unblushing  advocate  of  influence  and  cor- 
ruption, and  the  decided  enemy  of  the  human  race ! 
When  we  reflect  on  the  obduracy,  perfidy,  and  in- 
gratitude of  "  this  pilot  that  gathered  the  storm,"  in 
whose  breast  neither  shame  nor  pity  seldom  found  a 
residence,  but  as  if  dead  to  every  noble  passion  of 
the  soul,  he  first  exhausted  the  resources  of  the  na- 
tion by  his  imposition  of  taxes,  and  then  enslaved  it 
by  his  politics ;  when  we  reflect,  we  say,  on  the  con- 
duct of  this  man,  Sejanus  and  Rufinus,  profligate 
and  cruel  as  they  were,  appear  angels  of  light,  and 
we  cannot  help  feeling  disgusted  with  the  age  that 
tolerated  such  a  minister !     Secure  in  his  parliament- 
ary majorities  and  the  favours  of  his  queen,  he  ima- 
gined the  people  at  large    mere  nonentities,    and 
set  them  at  defiance,  while  he  must  have  laughed  at 
their  tameness  and  stupidity !     Did  he  not  warmly 
commend  the  sentences  of  proscription,  imprison- 
ment, and  transportation,  passed  against  his  coun- 
trymen solely  for  attempting  to  procure  a  reform  of 
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grievances,  by  the  very  same  means  which  he  had 
himself  previously  employed?  Did  he  not,  when 
every  really-loyal  subject  in  the  realm  was  deploring 
the  disgraces  and  defeats  of  the  British  arms,  insult 
the  people  with  affected  serious  congratulations  on 
the  successes  that  had  been  obtained  by  the  allied 
powers,  and  the  happy  change  that  had  taken  place 
in  their  favour  ?  Yes,  reader,  these  acts  may  be  taken 
as  specimens  of  the  policy  of  the  "  heaven-born  mi- 
nister, that  weathered  the  storm,"  as  a  certain  chan- 
cellor once  imprudently  designated  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  courier,  bearing  the  despatches  to  the  Prin- 
cess of  Brunswick,  arrived  at  the  court  of  her  father 
in  October,  where  he  delivered  his  packet,  and  was 
entertained  with  generous  and  courteous  attention. 
The  duke  and  duchess  retired  to  peruse  its  contents, 
which  they  read  with  agitation  ;  and  Hope  and  Fear 
strove  tumultously  to  gain  an  ascendency.  The 
king's  letter  was  considered,  in  a  certain  degree,  ex- 
planatory of  the  follies  of  the  prince,  though  it  did 
not  name  any  vices  ;  and  as  it  also  expressed  a  con- 
fident opinion,  that,  united  to  a  person  of  amiability 
and  worth,  like  the  princess,  all  good  would  ensue, 
the  parents  of  the  princess  were  inclined  to  hope 
for  a  favourable  result  from  the  alliance.  The  good 
opinion  of  the  king,  their  brother,  was  an  extra  in- 
ducement to  the  fond  and  indulgent  parents  of  Ca- 
roline to  plead  in  behalf  of  her  acceptance  of  this 
offer j  and  all  must  admit  their  conduct  to  be  natural 
and  affectionate. 

The  letter  of  the  prince  was  soon  after  delivered 
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by  the  duke  to  his  daughter,  accompanied  by  the 
remark,  "  I  hope  my  dear  Caroline  will  one  day  be 
the  happy  queen  of  a  free  and  happy  nation.  Re- 
tire, my  child,  and,  after  thinking  seriously,  decide 
prudently."  The  princess  retired,  and  read  the 
strange  epistle  written  by  the  prince.  She  knew  not, 
for  some  considerable  time,  what  to  think,  or  how  to 
decide*  At  length,  after  a  few  hours  of  rest  and 
enjoyment,  the  courier  departed.  He  arrived  safely 
at  St  James9,  and  delivered  the  following  reply  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales : 

Copy  of  the  Reply  to  George,  Prince  of  Wales*  from 
Caroline,  Princess  of  Brunswick. 

"  My  Lord  and  Cousin, 
"  I  cannot  express  to  your  royal  highness  the  feel- 
ings of  surprise  which  your  letter  has  afforded  me, 
neither  can  I  rely  entirely  upon  what  it  contains ;  be* 
cause  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  good  king,  your 
father,  is  so  very  opposite  to  its  meaning.  I  thought 
that  the  ties  of  relationship  which  exist  between  us 
would  have  obliged  your  royal  highness  to  treat  with 
delicacy  and  honor  the  princess  whom  your  king  des- 
tines for  you.  For  my  own  part,  my  lord,  I  know  my 
duty,  and  I  have  not  the  power  or  the  wish  to  break 
the  laws  which  are  wished  to  be  imposed  upon  me. 
I,  therefore,  have  decided  upon  obeying  the  wishes 
of  those  who  have  the  right  to  dispose  of  my  person* 
I  submit,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  consequences  with 
which  your  highness  threatens  me.  But,  if  you  could 
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read  tkat  heart  to  which  you  impart  such  anguish, 
you  would  perhaps  have  feelings  of  remorse  from 
this  barbarous  treatment,  in  which  your  royal  high- 
ness appears  to  boast.  1  am  now  resolved  to  await 
from  time  and  our  union  the  just  regard  I  will  en- 
deavour to  merit ;  and  I  trust  that  your  regret  for 
what  you  have  written  will,  in  some  measure,  avenge 
the  wrongs  you  have  so  wantonly  committed.  Be- 
lieve me,  my  lord,  that  I  shall  not  cease  to  offer  my 
prayers  for  the  happiness  of  your  royal  highness ; 
mate  will  be  perfect  if  I  can  contribute  to  your's. 
"  I  am,  for  life,  your  most  devoted  Cousin, 

"  Caroline  Amelia  op  Brunswick." 

We  have  given  this  and  the  preceding  letters 
solely  with  a  view  of  forwarding  the  cause  of  truth, 
and  shall  leave  our  readers  to  draw  their  own  infer* 
eaces  as  to  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  con* 
duct  of  the  parties  concerned. 

Eariy  in  the  ensuing  year, 

1795, 

preparations  were  made,  upon  a  moderate  scale,  to 
receive  the  Princess  of  Brunswick  as  the  intended 
wife  of  the  heir-apparent. 

The  prince  was  still  as  dissolute  as  ever,  and  as- 
sociated with  the  very  dregs  of  society,  of  both 
seies.  Yet  this  same  personage  was  about  to  be  al- 
lied, according  to  the  outward  usages  of  the  church, 
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to  a  princess  of  the  most  opposite  principles  and 
sentiments!  Many  times  has  he  become  the  father 
of  innocent  victims,  who  were  doomed  to  perish  in 
a  workhouse,  or  be  consigned  to  a  premature  grave ! 
How  improbable  then  was  it,  that  his  heart  would 
ever  feel  affection  for  the  issue  of  an  honourable 
connexion, — if  it  may  be  so  called  in  this  case- 
more  particularly  when  that  was  the  last  resource  to 
extricate  him  from  debt  and  disgrace !  Well,  indeed, 
might  his  companions  say,  "  the  princess  may  hear, 
in  the  joyful  peal,  (after  her  vows)  the  surer  knell 
of  her  happiness."  Too  well  the  result  proved  the 
truth  of  their  prophetic  announcement ! 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Caroline,  it  was  arranged 
by  the  queen  that  persons  of  distinction,  upon  whom 
her  majesty  could  depend  in  this  instance,  should 
attend  her  highness,  and  a  selection  was  made  accord- 
ingly. The  notorious  Lady  Jersey  was  one ;  of  her 
character  and  intriguing  disposition,  we  need  not 
say  more  than  announce  the  fact,  that  her  favours 
had  been  at  the  command  of  the  prince  for  a  consi- 
derable time.  Her  disposition  was  artful  and  cruel ; 
indeed,  unless  such  qualities  had  been  invested  in 
her  ladyship,  the  queen  would  not  have  given  her 
orders  in  a  manner  so  undisguised  and  bold.  Cruelty 
and  Vice  are  always  inseparable  companions. 

At  length,  the  princess  arrived  on  these  (to  her) 
inhospitable  shores.  On  the  8th  of  April,  the  for- 
mality of  a  marriage  ceremony  took  place,  at  the 
palace  of  St.  James.  The  king  was  particularly  at* 
tentive  to  the  princess ;  but  not  so  the  queen,  who 
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manifested  an  unbending  haughtiness,  and  sometimes 
lost  sight  of  etiquette  so  far,  that  sarcasm  was  too 
evidently  visible.  The  princesses  were  in  too  much 
tear  of  their  mother  to  bestow  any  particular  atten- 
tions on  the  Princess  of  Wales,  except  one  of  them, 
who,  however,  dare  not  publicly  avow  her  sentiments. 

On  retiring  for  the  night  to  Carlton  House,  the 
princess  was  attended  only  by  those  invidious  cha- 
racters who  had  deliberately  planned  her  ruin.  Se- 
veral historians  have  recorded,  that,  by  some  inaccu- 
racy or  defect  in  demeanour,  the  prince  received  an 
unexpected  impression  unfavourable  to  her  royal 
highness;  but  such  was  not  the  case.  It  is  true,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  prince  was  any  thing  but  gentle- 
manly ;  though  of  this  little  notice  was  taken.  Her 
royal  highness  resolved  to  forbear  from  any  unplea- 
sant complainings,  as  she  was  now  separated  from 
her  much-beloved  home  and  friends.  She  plainly 
saw  the  disadvantage  of  her  change ;  and,  in  the 
disappointment  of  her  heart,  frequently  deplored  her 
cruel  destiny.  Many  times  has  she  been  obliged  to 
witness  the  various  favourites  of  the  prince  receiving 
those  attentions  and  enjoying  those  smiles  which 
ought  to  have  been  her's  only. 

In  a  conversation  with  the  prince,  shortly  after 
their  nuptials,  (if  such  an  appellation  may  be  used) 
her  royal  highness  said,  "  that,  after  the  candour 
*iih  which  I  have  explained  myself,  I  certainly' feel 
entitled  to  the  respectful  attentions  of  your  highness, 
and  1  cannot  endure  the  insults  I  am  continually  re- 
ceiving from  your  mistresses  and  coarse  associates." 
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This  gentle  remonstrance  was  repeated  by  this  **  all- 
accomplished  gentleman"  when  be  next  met  his  half- 
drunken  companions,  and  their  infamy  was  heightened 
by  maliciously  abusing  this  much-injured  lady. 

The  prince's  yearly  income  was  augmented  at  his 
marriage  with  his  cousin  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  pounds,  besides  having  all  his  debts 
discharged. 

The  princess  now  seldom  saw  her  husband.  His 
nights  were  spent  in  debauchery,  and  he  was  fre- 
quently carried  to  bed,  totally  unconscious  of  all 
around  him.  Gaming  supplied  his  leisure  hours, 
and  scenes  of  immorality  were  the  common  routine 
of  each  succeeding  day.  Such  were  the  deportment 
and  character  of  the  man,  or  monster*  who  was  to 
be  invested  with  power  over  millions  of  brave,  gene- 
rous, and  industrious  people !  It  was  impossible  for 
such  an  one  to  have  retained  in  his  confidence  a 
single  upright  and  conscientious  person.  The  soul 
sickens  at  the  retrospect ;  but  we  must  pursue  the 
revolting  subject. 

The  king  was,  at  this  time,  the  only  friend  in 
whom  the  Princess  of  Wales  could  repose  any  con- 
fidence, and  to  him  she  unburdened  herself  unre- 
servedly. His  majesty  was  much  incensed  at  the  in- 
dignation heaped  upon  the  daughter  of  his  sister, 
and,  but  for  the  apparent  situation  of  his  niece,  he 
would  have  recommended  severer  measures  than  he 
then  thought  prudent. 

In  opposition  to  all  remonstrance  and  advice,  the 
prince  gradually  sunk  deeper  into  the  vortex  of  sen- 
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totality,  and  very  frequently  expressed  himself  in 
high  hopes  that  the  princess  would  soon  "  be  got 
rid  of  *  He  still  remained  ignorant  of  the  confi- 
dence the  princess  had  reposed  in  her  uncle ;  and 
well  was  it  for  her  he  was  ignorant  of  it,  as  his 
passion  was  extreme,  and  rage  might  have  gained 
soch  a  pre-eminence  as  to  have  induced  him  to  add 
mother  foul  deed  to  his  number. 

This  fatal  year,  more  than  twenty-nine  millions 
were  required,  eighteen  of  which  were  raised  by 
loans!  Here  may  be  observed  how  progressively  the 
"national  debt"  was  incurred,  partly  for  the  immo- 
derate extravagance  of  those  who  ought  to  have  acted 
is  models  for  imitation  at  home,  and  partly  by  unjust 
and  destructive  wars  abroad !  until  Englishmen  be- 
came  any  thing  and  every  thing  but  a  free  people. 
He  discontents  of  the  tax-payers  were  loud  and 
deep ;  but  the  ministers  heeded  them  not ! 

On  the  7th  of  January, 

1706, 

the  Princess  of  Wales  was  safely  delivered  of  a 
daughter,  whose  birth,  in  some  measure,  assuaged 
the  miseries  of  her  forlorn  condition.  The  Duke  of 
Clarence  might  have  very  frequently  repeated  his 
expressions,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  the 
preceding  June,  when  he  said,  "  Unless  suitable 
provisions  were  made  for  the  prince,  the  Princess  of 

^aleg,    A   LOVELY   AND   AMIABLE   WOMAN,    mttSt  feel 
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herself  torn  from  her  family,  (although  her  mother 
was  the  king's  sister)  removed  from  all  her  early  con- 
nexions/' &c.  Ah  !  William  Henry,  were  you  pre- 
pared  to  prove  this  to  be  a  speech  in  favour  of 
your  cousin  and  sister-in-law  ?  Was  it  not  only  for 
the  aggrandizement  of  your  spendthrift  brother  ? 

To  oblige  her  majesty,  the  young  princess  was 
named  Charlotte.  But  what  a  different  character 
did  the  younger  Charlotte  prove  from  the  elder! 
Oh  !  that  so  sweet  a  disposition  and  so  noble  a  mind 
should  have  been  crushed  in  the  bud,  and  that,  too, 
by  one  nearly  allied  to  her  by  the  ties  of  nature ! 

Those  more  immediately  about  the  person  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales  were  best  capable  to  form  an 
opinion  of  her  maternal  tenderness,  and  of  the 
prince's  negligence.  The  proofs  of  affectionate  soli- 
citude on  the  part  of  the  mother,  contrasted  with 
the  indifference  of  the  father,  deserve  public  expla- 
nation. The  first  time  the  prince  saw  his  child, 
his  countenance  was  not  in  the  least  illuminated  by 
any  ray  of  pleasure,  as  he  contented  himself  by 
merely  observing,  "  It  is  a  fine  girl."  The  princess 
afterwards  acknowledged  her  disappointment,  as  she 
had  hoped  his  heart  was  not  entirely  debased,  or  his 
sense  of  virtue  altogether  lost ;  but  this  fond,  this 
very  natural,  hope  was  doomed  to  disappointment, 
and  while  this  desolate  lady  was  nursing  her  tenderly- 
beloved  child,  the  prince  was  walking  and  riding 
out,  openly  and  shamelessly,  with  Mrs.  Fitzherbert 
and  Lady  Jersey !  Would  not  the  poor  cottager  have 
felt  abashed  to  hear  of  his  fellow-labourer's  similar 
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conduct,  even  in  the  most  humble  station  of  life, 
who  must,  of  necessity,  be  devoid  of  ten  thousand 
advantages  this  personage  had  derived  from  birth  and 
education  ?  Yes,  doubtless ;  and  he  who  could  so 
act  deserved  no  other  appellation  than  that  of  a 

VOLUPTUOUS  BRUTE. 

It  was  much  to  be  regretted  at  this  time,  that  all 
the  very  heavy  taxation  and  increase  of  debt  were 
aid  to  be  in  consequence  of  the  "  king's  great  pre- 
dilection for  the  lavish  expenditures  of  the  royal 
family,  and  his  anxious  determination  to  continue  the 
disastrous  war."  Such  were  not  his  majesty's  desires, 
but  exactly  the  reverse ;  though,  unfortunately,  his 
opinions  were  always  overruled  by  the  queen. 

A  formal  separation  took  place  this  year  between 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and  certainly  her 
royal  highness  deserved  much  more  general  sympa- 
thy than  she  then  experienced.  The  nobility  ap- 
peared uncertain  which  side  to  espouse,  and  there- 
fore, for  want  of  principle  to  do  that  which  their 
consciences  said  was  right,  they  fell  imperceptibly 
into  error ;  besides  which,  it  was  indispensably  ne- 
cessary, that  those  who  wished  to  stand  well  with 
the  queen  and  prince  must  withdraw  from  all  inti- 
macy with  the  Princess  of  Wales ! 

The  immense  amount  for  the  supply  this  year  was 
above  thirty-eight  millions! — about  twenty  of 
which  were  raised  by  loans ! 

In  1797, 

the  heavy  burdens  imposed  on  the  people  to  supply 
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the  insatiate  thirst  for  war,  and  keep  a  gorgeous  ap- 
pearance at  court,  reduced  the  middle  classes  of 
people  to  want  and  distraction.  While  the  prince 
and  his  fawning  courtiers  were  revelling  in  every  ob- 
scenity, and  glutting  themselves  with  the  prospect 
which  still  continued,  that  to-morrow  would  be  more 
abundant,  thousands, — nay,  millions, — in  England 
and  Ireland  were  perishing  for  want  of  bread !  During 
this  unexampled  period  of  sorrow,  the  conduct  of 
the  ministry  proved  them  to  be  perfectly  indifferent 
to  the  distresses  of  the  people*  Splendid  entertain- 
ments, at  an  immense  expense,  were  frequently  given, 
and  the  lofty  halls  of-  palaces  rang  with  the  loud 
shouts  of  conviviality  and  profanity !  Such  recitals 
may,  to  some  persons,  appear  incredible,  or  too 
highly  coloured ;  but  we  well  know  they  did  occur, 
though  we  do  not  wish  to  shock  the  feelings  of  our 
readers  by  entering  into  the  minutiae  of  die  infamous 
conduct  practised  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  his 
courtiers.  Wel^might  the  prince,  in  his  memorable 
letter  to  the  princess  in  the  preceding  year,  say, 
"  Our  inclinations  are  not  suited  to  each  other."  He 
was  correct ;  they  were  not  suited ;  neither  did  the 
Princess  Caroline  ever  desire  they  should  be,  because 
General  Lee  could  testify  that  the  prince  had  more 
propensities  than  propriety  suggested  / 
'  In  this  most  pressing  and  trying  case,  when  the 
mind  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  was  wrought  up  to 
the  greatest  point  of  agony,  she  resolved  upon  an 
interview  with  the  queen,  when  her  royal  highness 
told  her,  that  Carlton  House  could  no  longer  be  in- 
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habited  by  her,  as  the  infamous  scenes  she  was  too 
often  obliged  to  witness  were  of  a  description  so  no* 
toriously  abominable,  that  common  decency  was 
grossly  outraged !  Her  majesty  supported  the  right 
of  the  prince  to  choose  his  own  associates,  and  at 
the  same  time  stated,  as  her  opinion,  that  it  was  very 
disagreeable  to  the  prince  to  have  her  in  town  at  all, 
and  it  was  proper  the  princess  should  remove  to  some 
distance  agreeable  to  herself,  where  the  prince  might 
not  be  under  the  necessity  of  meeting  her,  when  he 
had  occasion  to  spend  any  time  at  the  palace. 

It  will  readily  be  presumed,  the  princess  left  the 
presence  of  the  haughty  queen  with  a  heart  full  of 
disappointment  and  chagrin.  Her  royal  highness 
found  herself  surrounded  by  persons  on  whose  con- 
fidence she  could  not  depend;  because  every  one 
appeared  in  awe  of  the  queen.  She  was  also  neg- 
lected and  insulted  by  the  prince,  who  ought  to  have 
been  the  first  to  protect  her;  but  the  smile  of  her 
infant  still  cheered  her  gloomy  moments. 

This  was  the  most  disastrous  period  of  the  war : 
the  Bank  of  England  stopped  payment;  mutinies 
broke  out  in  the  army  and  navy,  which  were  attended 
by  much  bloodshed;  Ireland  was  on  the  verge  of 
rebellion ;  and  the  sum  required  for  the  year's  ser- 
vice amounted  to  the  abominable  and  increased  sum 

Of  FORTY-TWO   MILLIONS  OF  MONET,    of  which  thirty* 

four  millions  were  raised  by  loans,  and  three  millions 
by  Exchequer  Bills.  The  premier  also  proposed 
to  extort  seven  millions  from  the  people  by  a  new 
impost,  under  the  name  of  "  the  triple  assessment  V9 
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presented  a  continuation  of  grievances  amongst  most 
classes  in  humble  life.  Revelry  and  uproarious  riot, 
however,  were  ever  to  be  found  in  the  residences  of 
the  royal,  yet  unnatural,  husband  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales  ;  and  each  succeeding  year  seemed  but  to  im- 
prove him  in  all  sorts  of  infamous  engagements. 
He  had  at  his  command  some  of  the  most  desperate 
and  inhuman  characters  by  which  society  was  ever 
debased.  One  in  particular,  M'Mahon,  who  would 
at  any  time  seduce  a  female  from  her  home,  under 
some  specious  pretence,  in  order  to  take  her  as  a 
prize  to  his  master,  whose  favour  thereby  might  be 
secured ! 

The  intrigues  of  the  Duke  of  York  were  also  of  a 
most  abandoned  character ;  and  the  other  brothers 
merit  some  notice  in  the  "  Annals  of  Infamy!" 
During  Frederick's  residence  in  Germany,  he  con- 
tracted habits  and  indulged  in  excesses  abhorrent  to 
human  nature, •  and  we  should  be  spared  much  deep 
humiliation,  as  Englishmen,  if  we  had  not  occasion 
to  recur  again  to  these  sickening  facts ;  but  the  re- 
cording  angel  of  Truth  forbids  our  silence,  and  we 
must  not,  therefore,  disobey  her  mandate. 
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will  be  remembered,  and  reference  made  to  it,  as 
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long  as  humanity  can  reflect  upon  the  desolatibhs 
and  calamities  occasioned  by  war.  The  earth,  in 
many  quarters,  was  covered  with  "  killed  and 
wounded,"  while  the  money  of  the  tax-payers  paid 
the  legal  assassins  ! 

In  the  mean  time,  the  minister  at  home  was  rack* 
ing  his  brains  how  new  taxes  might  be  levied,  to 
supply  the  mentis  for  the  continuation  of  carnage* 
Property,  liberty, — nay,  even  life  itself,  were  deemed 
toys  in  the  hands  of  Mr-  Pitt,  whose  passions  seemed 
to  centre  in  rapine,  enmity,  and  ambition.  His 
heart  was  steeled  against  the  cry  of  tbe  widow  and 
the  plaintive  sigh  of  the  destitute  orphan.  The 
queen's  account  in  the  day  of  retribution  mqpt  also 
be  rather  enormous,  for  the  minister  acted  in  con- 
cert with  her  in  this  complicated  trickery.  Mr* 
Pitt  and  the  queen  seemed  to  think  their  only  part 
consisted  in  draining  the  resources  of  the  people  to 
their  last  ability,  and  in  refusing  all  overture*  of 
peace,  whatever  offers  might  be  made* 

This  year,  France  made  proposals  of  peace  with 
these  kingdoms,  which  were  refused \  and  war,  deso- 
lating war,  with  all  its  attendant  and  consequent 
horrors,  still  reared  its  "gory  banners"  over  the 
principal  part  of  the  world ! 

We  will  leave  the  contemplation  of  this  heart* 
rending  subject,  and  turn  to  another,  scarcely  less 
revolting  to  humanity, — the  conduct  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales, — whose  court  was  generally  filled  with  a  host 
of  harlots.  His  royal  highness  was  anxious  to  get 
M  of  the  princess  (his  wife)  entirely,  a^4   Wp&% 
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heartily  did  the. queen  concur  in  his  wishes*  The 
difficult  part  of  the  task  was,  the  consideration  and  or- 
ganization of  those  measures  most  likely  to  promote 
the  desired  end  The  Princess  of  Wales'  letters,  ad* 
dressed  to  her  family  in  Brunswick,  had  many  times 
keen  opened,  and,  not  unfrequently,  even  sup- 
pressed! '  So  that  her  persecutions  were  now  com- 
menced. 

The  princess  was  too  open  and  ingenuous  in  cha- 
racter to  obtain  the  queen's  approbation,  and  there- 
fore, after;  the  several  repulses  which  she  had  received 
from  her  majesty,  Caroline  was  justly  incensed  at 
her  uncalled-for  unprovoked  haughtiness,  and  over- 
bearing manners.  The  unsuspecting  nature  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  however,  prevented  her  from 
being  aware  of  the  infamous  snares  laid  for  her  de- 
struction at  this  period.  Her  royal  highness  has 
many  times  been  heard  to  say,  "  Had  I  been  sus- 
picious, pray  what  should  I  not  have  feared  ?  The 
queen,  from  the  first  time  I  saw  her,  frowned  upon 
me,  and  very  little  I  said  or  did  pleased  her;  so  I 
never  thought  I  was  an  object  of  any  consequence  to 
her  majesty."  These  were  the  reasonings  of  native, 
unsophisticated  feelings,  and  well  would  it  have  been 
for  the  queen  if  her  heart  had  been  equally  open, 
and  her  language  equally  candid. 

The  year 

1800 

was  a  continuation  of  dissension  and  discord,  both 
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at  home  and  abroad.  Twice  in  this  year  the  king's 
life  was  attempted ;  once  in  Hyde  Park,  and  again, 
on  the  same  evening,  at  Drury-lane  Theatre;  the 
first  bring  by  a  ball  cartridge,  and  the  latter  by  a 
pistol.  In  the  court,  the  same  lavish  display  as  for- 
merly was  continued,  and  the  royal  means  were  not 
curtailed.  It  was  said,  that  the  king  declined  having 
more  than  one  course  served  up,  but  this  was  merely 
nonun&l;  indeed,  if  it  were  as  stated,  the  country 
did  not  benefit  much  by  the  change,  as  the  allow- 
ances to  royalty  were,  in  many  instances,  very  much 
increased,  instead  of  being  decreased. 

Such  was  the  scarcity  of  provisions  this  year,  that 
the  generality  of  the  population  existed  upon  a 
scanty  portion  of  potatoes  during  the  twenty-four 
hours.  Bread  was  not  within  the  power  of  the  poor 
to  obtain,  as  the  quartern  loa£  mixed  with  all  sorts 
of  deleterious  ingredients,  sold  for  twenty-one  pence! 

Tins  year  was  rendered  of  immortal  memory  by 
the  union  of  Ireland  with  England,  which  was  ef- 
fected by  a  profuse  distribution  of  money  and  titk$. 
Oh!  disgrace  to  the  Irish  nation,  ye  servile  few, 
who  could  sell  your  country  for  selfish  ends !  To 
yield  up  "  name  and  fame,"  and  all  that  is  dear  to 
honesty,  for  the  sake  of  an  "  empty  sound !" 

The  amounts  required  for  this  and  the  last  year 
were  nearly  the  same  as  for  1796* 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year 


1801, 


it  was  announced  that  the  king  bad  taken  a  severe  cold 
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While  hunting,  and,  in  consequence,  was  not  able  to 
visit  the  several  concerts  to  which  he  bad  previously 
given  the  promise  of  his  attendance  and  patronage ; 
but  his  indisposition  was  mental,  not  bodily.  His  ma- 
jesty was  so  exceedingly  distressed  at  the  base  an4 
unworthy  conduct  of  his  son  to  his  niece,  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales,  that  he  said  frequently,  '*  It  is  more 
than  a  father  can  bear!"  Many  times  would  be 
order  his  horse  to  be  brought,  and,  requesting  his 
attendants  not  to  follow  him,  pursue  his  way  towards 
Blackheathr  where  the  princess  then  resided,  aymT 
path i zing  with  her  sorrows,  and,  more  especially,  in 
the  intended  removal  of  her  child ;  for  even  ?t  this 
early  period,  when  the  Princess  Charlotte  was  but 
four  years  of  age,  the  queen  would  signify  her  com- 
mands that  the  child  should  pass  some  days  with  her, 
either  in  London  or  Windsor,  whichever  happened 
to  be  most  convenient  to  her  majesty* 

Notwithstanding  the  extreme  scarcity  of  money 
and  the  high  price  of  food,  the  queen  and  the 
younger  branches  of  her  family  continued  to  give 
their  splendid  entertainments,  as  expense  was  the 
last  consideration  with  the  royal  brood,  when  it  was 
known  the  country  supplied  the  means.  Oh !  John 
Bull,  thy  gullibility  has,'  for  above  half  a  century, 
been  more  than  proverbial ! 

On  the  29th  of  October,  the  king  opened  the 
house  in  person,  and  announced  the  conclusion  of 
war.  Parliament  then  adjourned  till  after  the. 
Christmas  recess.  England  now  exhibited  the  effects 
of  an  eight  years'  war;  the  national  debt  had  been 
doubled,  and  internal  distress  had  become  general ; 
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the  poor  were  in  a  state  bordering  on  starvation, 
aud  commerce  had  the  prospect  of  every  foreign 
port  being  shut  against  it ;  while  the  supplies  re- 
quired for  the  year  amounted  to  nearly  fohty  mil- 
lions. 

The  year 

1802 

vas  ushered  in  under  the  greatest  embarrassments. 
The  vitals  of  the  people  were  nearly  destroyed  by 
the  enormous  taxation  they  had  endured  for  so  many 
years,  and  it  was  doubtless  owing  to  the  intolerable 
load  they  had  sustained,  and  still  expected  to  have 
forced  upon  them,  that  independent  sentiments 
were  proclaimed.  They  had  a  right  to  condemn  the 
usurping  power  of  the  queen,  for  producing  all  their 
troubles. 

The  recess  having  terminated,  the  House  met 
The  chancellor  came  forward  to  shew  that  the  sove- 
reign's pecuniary  affairs  were  very  much  in  arrear. 
After  introducing  his  plan  of  finance,  he  was  obliged 
to  inform  the  House  that  certain  taxes  had  been 
mortgaged  by  Mr.  Pitt,  (who  had  now  resigned)  for 
which  the  present  minister  must  provide.  To  defray 
thU  expense,  very  heavy  additional  duties  were  im- 
posed on  beer,  malt,  hops,  &c.  A  considerable  ad- 
dition was  also  made  to  the  assessed  taxes,  and  upon 
imports  and  exports.  At  this  period,  the  whole  of 
the  "  funded  debt,'9  including  the  loans  of  the  pre- 
sent  year,  amounted  to  Jive  hundred  and  forty  mil* 
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Horn,  and  the  interest  was  annually  seventeen  miliums 
sterling/ 

On  the  7th  of  May,  Mr.  Nichol  moved  that  an 
address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  thanking  him 
for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Pitt  from  his  councils,  when 
Lord  Belgrave  rose,  and  moved  an  amendment, 
expressive  of  the  high  approbation  of  that  House 
respecting  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  late 
minister  and  his  colleagues !  In  the  face  of  all  op- 
position, Lord  Belgrave's  amendment  was  carried  by 
more  than  four  to  one,  as  also  a  second  motion,  by 
Sir  H.  Mildmay,  "  that  the  thanks  of  the  House  be 
given  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt"  This  was  as- 
surance in  perfection!  These  discussions  only 
seemed  to  increase  Mr.  Pitt's  popularity,  and  on 
the  occasion  of  his  next  birth-day,  Earl  Spencer,  late 
first  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  gave  as  a  toast  to  the 
company,  "the  pilot  that  weathered  the  storm," 
instead  of  "  the  pilot  who  gathered  the  storm !" 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  much  fear  was  ex- 
ited, lest  hostilities  should  again  arise  between 
France  and  England*  on  account  of  the  ascendency 
pf  Buonaparte. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year 

1803, 

the  unhappy  king,  by  the  desire  of  his  overbearing 
wife,  directed  a  message  to  the  House,  recommend* 
ing  "  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
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to  their  attention,"  and,,  in  consequence,  sixty 
thousand  pounds  annually  were  further  settled  upon 
his  royal  highness,  to  continue  for  three  years  and  a 
half.  This  sum,  however,  was  not  half  sufficient  to 
meet  his  lavish  engagements;  and  therefore  Mr. 
Calcraft  had  the  hardihood  to  move,  that  "  means 
be  granted  to  enable  the  prince  to  resume  his  state 
and  dignity !"  But  this  inconsistent  and  insulting 
motion  was  " too  bad"  and,  in  defiance  of  even  the 
boroughmongers,  was  negatived. 

The  supplies  voted  for  the  public  service  this  year 
amounted  to  above  fifty-six  millions  !  We  really 
wonder  of  what  materials  Englishmen  were  com- 
posed to  allow  such  iniquitous  grants. 

Ministers  again  declared  war  with  France,  and 
men  and  money  were  in  no  inconsiderable  request. 
The  French  Consul  possesed  himself  of  Hanover,  and 
threatened  an  invasion  of  England,  which  frightened 
ministers  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence* 
But  was  not  this  a  political  ruse  f 

Mr.  Addington  was  not  ao  popular  as  his  pre* 
decessor  in  the  capacity  of  minister ;  he  had  not  so 
much  hardihood  as  Mr.  Pitt,  and  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  endure  the  load  of  obloquy  which  he  re- 
ceived, as  he  considered  himself  free  from  the  charge 
of  having  destroyed  the  prospects  of  his  country  by 
the  immense  debt  then  contracted ;  for  that  was  the 
arrangement  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Addington  was  merely 
a  loot  in  the  hands  of  others. 

Those  who  knew  the  intricate  and  perplexed  state 
of  affairs  within  the  court  were  only  able  to  judge. 
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how  long  Mr*  Addington's  ministry  would  continue, 
and  also,  why  it  was  brought  into  action.  Alas ! 
not  merely  or  intentionally  to  satisfy  the  liberal  poli- 
ticians, or  to  change  any  part  of  the  long  misrule  of 
the  former  minister.  Widely  opposite  were  the 
motives  which  proved  the  mainspring  to  the  medi- 
tated result  The  queen  again  intended  to  press  the 
king  for  an  increase  of  income,  to  a  serious  amount, 
for  her  favourite  spendthrift,  and  she  asked  the  mi- 
nister how  it  might  be  best  attained.  The  plan  was 
therefore  concerted,  apd  as  Pitt  dared  not  so  soon 
again  ask  for  further  advances,  a  new  minister  might 
be  induced  to  do  it,  if  shielded  by  the  royal  message. 

If  such  conduct  were  not  juggling  and  acting  with 
the  most  abominable  treachery  and  hypocrisy,  we 
must  for  ever  give  up  our  claim  to  the  possession  of 
one  iota  of  common  understanding.  As  we  proceed, 
we  will  explain  to  the  gentle  or  indignant  reader, 
whichever  he  may  be,  in  what  way  our  enormous 
"  national  debt,"  as  it  is  called,  was  contracted,  wheu 
we  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  be  as  incensed  as 
ourselves,  and  will  be  ready  to  exclaim,  "  Was  this 
the  policy  pursued  by  that  paragon  of  her  sex,  Queen 
Charlotte  ?— she  who  was  at  all  times  revered  for  her 
piety,  and  admired  for  her  inexpressible  and  tin* 
spotted  virtue/99  Yes,  reader,  the  very  same;  the 
only  difference  is,  you  have  formerly  beheld  her  in 
borrowed  plumes, — we  present  her  in  her  own  ! 

Let  us  here  recur  to  the  consideration  of  the 
treatment,  exercised  against  the  Princess  of  Wales 
by  her  abominable  husband  and  his  vindictive  mo- 
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ther.  We  formerly  alluded  to  some  confidential 
communications  made  by  her  to  his  majesty.  The 
suspicious  and  mean  characters  then  placed  about 
her  person  reported  to  the  queen  every  interview 
which  the  king  had  with  his  daughter-in-law,  and 
maliciously  represented  the  imprudence  of  such  an 
intimacy.  From  this  time,  the  Prince  of  Wales  pro* 
fused  to  believe  his  father  was  improperly  interested 
in  the  cause  of  the  princess,  and  spies  were  placed  in 
various  situations,  to  give  notice  of  all  visits  the 
princess  received  and  paid*  Notwithstanding,  the 
plotters'  most  ardent  wishes  were  disappointed,  and 
they  could  not  fix  upon  any  action,  which  they  were 
able  to  prove,  to  affect  her  honour  or  virtue.  In 
the  mean  time,  Caroline's  only  child  was  removed 
from  her,  without  the  enjoyment  of  whose  endear* 
ing  society  life  was  a  mere  blank. 

In  proportion  as  the  prince  was  applauded,  and 
the  queen  supported  him,  so  was  the  princess  abused 
and  insulted.  With  respect  to  pecuniary  affairs, 
every  honest  and  upright  person  saw  the  strange  dis- 
proportion in  the  incomes  of  the  several  members  of 
the  family;  for  the  princess,  who  had  to  keep  an 
entirely  distinct  and  separate  establishment  at  her 
sole  expense,  was  allowed  no  more  than  twenty-two 
thousand  pounds  per  annum,  while  the  other  mem* 
hers,  who  were  chiefly  expensive  to  the  king,  had 
their  salaries  granted  without  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject Yet  it  was  expected  that  the  etiquette  of  rank 
should  be  maintained,  and  with  an  equal  ostentatious 
display  as  if  means  were  proportionately  provided  to 
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defray  such  expenses.  Although  Kvihg  upon  the 
establishment  of  the  king,  the  queen's  real  inde- 
pendent income  was  fifty-eight  thousand  pounds  a 
year !  Ought  we  not  to  ask  why  the  princess  was 
thus  neglected  and  shamefully  insulted  ?-•— left  in 
debt,  and  in  extreme  perplexity  of  circumstances, 
for  which  the  family  must  ever  be  considered  mean 
and  unjust  ?  How  was  her  royal  highness  to  act  in 
such  a  trying  case  ?  If  she  had  retired  to  private  life, 
her  enemies  would  have  pronounced  her  an  improper 
person  to  retain  the  high  station  which  she  had  for- 
merly occupied.  If  appearances  were  to  be  main- 
tained, and  royal  splendour  continued,  she  must 
mix  with  certain  society,  and  debt  be  the  inevitable 
consequence.  The  princess  felt  there  were  points, 
beyond  which  a  virtuous,  insulted  female  could  not 
ahew  forbearance;  and  she,  therefore,  resolved  no 
longer  to  endure  the  galling  yoke  of  oppression, 
without  farther  explanation. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  year 

1804, 

which  commenced  amidst  much  political  dissension 
at  home,  and  preparations  for  increasing  desolation 
abroad. 

His  majesty's  health  now  became  very  indifferent, 
and,  in  February,  an  official  bulletin  announced  his 
malady.  It  was  reported  to  be  a  very  slight  attack ; 
though  we  are  sorry  to  say  it  was,  to  the  king,  pro- 
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ductive  of  great  pain  and  agitation  of  mind  by  the 
misrule  of  the  queen,  and  the  improprieties  of  his 
family  1  Little  did  the  nation  at  large  imagine  that 
the  family  of  the  sovereign  (to  whose  individual 
income  they  had  so  promptly  and  munificently  con* 
tributed)  were  the  causes  of  his  acute  anxieties !  His 
sons  were  deeply  embarrassed  by  play,  their  female 
connexions  chiefly  of  the  most  abandoned  character; 
and  their  engagements  in  the  world,  generally  speak- 
ing, far  beyond  their  powers  to  discharge.  His 
daughters  were  also  composed  of  the  frailties  of 
human  nature.  Born  and  educated  in  a  court,  un- 
der the  severe  tuition  of  their  mother,  they  believed 
themselves  of  superior  worth.  The  pleasures  and 
enjoyments  of  life  were  ever  waiting  for  their  ac- 
quiescence, and  their  exercise  on  horseback,  attended 
by  certain  persons,  occupying  certain  stations  in  life, 
afforded  them  a  variety  of  opportunities  for  con- 
versation,  in  which  the  softest  subjects  met  the  ear  \ 

At  this  period  also,  the  king's  already-distracted 
mind  was  farther  embittered  by  what  he  considered 
the  loss  of  virtue  in  one  of  his  daughters ;  and  the 
agony  he  endured,  lest  the  circumstance  should 
transpire  to  the  public,  would  defy  any  language  to 
depict. 

After  calmness,  in  some  measure,  was  restored  to 
his  majesty's  wounded  feelings,  his  health  gradually 
improved,  and,  on  the  29th  of  March,  he  was  de- 
clared to  be  convalescent. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Addington,  Mr.  Pitt 
again  assumed  the  reins  of  government,   and  ap- 


136 

pointed  his  prottgi,  Mr.  Canning,  treasurer  of  the 
navy.  Why  do  not  the  many  biographers  of  this 
political  character  explain  the  reason,  if  every  thing 
were  fair  and  straightforward,  of  his  quitting  office  in 
1801,  because  the  Catholic  question  was  forbidden 
to  be  mentioned,  and  returning  to  it  in  1804,  under 
an  express  stipulation  that  no  member  of  the  go- 
vernment should  agitate  it  contrary  to  the  royal  in- 
clination? Was  the  promise  that  had  been  given 
only  binding  for  three  years?  Was  Mr.  Canning's 
secession  from  office  a  trick  ?  Was  his  return  to  it 
a  sacrifice, — a  sacrifice  of  honour  and  principle, — to 
the  miserable  gratification  of  obtaining  power?  Alas ! 
the  public  had  little  to  thank  Mr.  Canning  for ;  but 
they  knew  not,  at  that  time,  his  love  of  place  and 
pension. 

In  October,  it  was  said  the  king  and  prince  were 
reconciled;  but  the  substance  of  that  reconciliation 
was  not  made  known  to  the  nation.  The  queen  had 
resolved  to  oblige  her  favourite  son,  and  promote  his 
wishes,  by  finally  relieving  him  from  any  farther 
engagements  with  the  princess,  his  wife}  though  of 
the  various  abominable  schemes  then  in  action,  the 
king  was  kept  entirely  ignorant. 

In  this  year,  the  health  of  Mr.  Pitt  began  to  fail ; 
his  ardour  seemed  cooled,  and  he  experienced  short 
intervals  of  extreme  debility  and  pain. 


In  the  year 

1805, 

certain  existing  evils  rendered  it  needful  and  ex* 
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pedient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ministry,  that  the 
English  nation  should  fear  art  invasion  from  Buona- 
parte. We  will  say  why  they  deemed  it  necessary. 
Because  the  burdens  of  the  poor  were  already  im- 
mense, and  it  was  requisite  to  give  an  excuse  for 
stripping  thousands  of  families  of  their  scanty  ap« 
parel,  their  few  mean  and  simple  articles  of  furniture, 
and  their  humble  home,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  H  hydnuheaded  monster19  of  corruption  to  pur- 
sue his  unlimited  course  over  this  insulted  nation ! 
And  what  could  be  better  to  effect  this  object  than 
alarming  the  country  with  the  fear  of  an  invasion  ? 
The  diabolical  scheme  too  fatally  succeeded ! 

In  order  to  strengthen  the  power  of  the  queen 
at  this  period,  Mr.  Pitt  renewed  his  connexion  with 
Mr.  Addington,  who  was  raised  to  the  peerage  by 
the  title  of  Viscount  Sidmouth,  and  succeeded  the 
Duke  of  Portland  as  president  of  the  council. 

The  minister,  Mr.  Pitt,  cool  as  he  was  on  many  ini- 
quitous subjects,  could  not  avoid  feeling  pangs  of 
remorse  at  the  continual  impositions  he  was  compelled 
hj  the  queen  to  make  (in  various  shapes)  upon  the 
people.  His  unbending  pride,  however,  would  not 
permit  him  to  name  his  uneasiness  to  her  majesty, 

*  he  well  knew  her  inflexible  temper  and  disposi- 
tion  would  not  permit  her  to  receive  arty  opinion  in 
preference  to  her  own.  He  soon  resigned  his  earthly 
vexation  upon  this  point,  as  he  became  so  indisposed 

*  not  to  be  able  to  attend  his  political  affairs,  and 
vas  obliged  to  seek  for  repose  in  retirement  from 
active  life.   - 
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1$06, 

parliament  was  opened  by  commission ;  but  the  usual 
address  was  omitted,  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
the  minister,  who,  as  before  stated,  was  then  sen- 
ousfy  indisposed. 

On  the  23rd  of  January,  Mr.  Pitt  expired,  in  the 
forty-seventh  year  of  his  age*  He  was  said  to  have 
died  insolvent..  Be  this  as  it  may;  forty  thousand 
pounds  were  voted  as  a  plea  to  discharge  his  debts, 
as  well  as  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  fu- 
neral !  Probably  this  was  the  best  laid-out  money  of 
the  ministry  for  some  time  past.  If  the  occasion 
had  occurred  twenty  years  before,  what  an  immense 
saving  it  had  produced  the  country ! 

The  public  life  of  Mr.  Pitt  will  afford  no  room  for 
praise  to  the  faithful  and  just  historian.  When  the 
errors  and  praises  of  his  biographers  shall  have  lost 
their  force,  future  generations  will  behold  his  cha- 
racter in  its  native  colours.  He  must  then  appear 
either  in  the  light  of  an  ungrateful  hypocrite,  or  sub- 
mit to  the  only  alternative  of  being  reckoned  a  man 
of  contracted  mind.  Even  in  private  life,  he  was 
not  more  amiable  nor  exemplary.  The  ministerial 
system  which  he  had  laid  down  pervaded  the  internal 
economy  of  all  his  actions.  He  appeared  to  imagine 
true  dignity  consisted  in  a  coolness]  and  reserve, 
(probably  acquired  from  his  queen)  that  banished 
every  suitor  from  his  presence;  nor  did  he  ever  suffer 
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a  case  of  distress,  however  just  or  pressing  the  claims 
might  be,  to  divert  him  from  the  routine  of  office, 
or  to  extort  the  least  relief  or  comfort  from  himself. 
Negligent  and  careless  in  his  domestic  concerns,  he 
never  permitted  a  single  ray  of  generosity  to  burst 
forth  to  animate  the  general  frost  of  his  character. 
He  retained  his  natural  sullenness  and  reserve; 
even  in  the  best  moments  of  convivial  mirth,  he 
never  displayed  a  flexibility  of  disposition,  or  an 
openness  to  conviction.  Often  as  he  was  obliged 
to  submit  to  the  decrees  of  necessity,  whereon  be 
imagined  his  continuance  in  office  depended,  yet  he 
never  had  the  candour  to  acknowledge  the  weakness 
of  any  measure,  originating  in  himself,  that  brought 
on  that  necessity.  But  what  a  departure  was  this 
from  the  principles  of  his  illustrious  ancestor,  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  who  would  never  crouch  to  the 
authority  of  any  sovereign  or  cabinet,  when  mili- 
tating against  his  own  more  enlightened  judgment* 
He  resisted  bribery,  and  generally  succeeded  in  hi* 
views,  or,  if  baffled,  resigned  his  office.  The  son  pf 
this  nobleman,  however,  pursued  far  different  maxims, 
and  pertinaciously  clung  to  the  douceurs  and  infamy 
of  office ;  for  infamous  it  most  certainly  was,  to  prac- 
tice measures  his  own  sentiments  condemned.  Never 
did  man  accede  to  power  on  more  just  or  noble  prinr 
ciples,  and  never  did  man  forsake  those  principles 
*Hh  less  reserve.  He  forgot  all  obligations,  and  at 
*  happy  crisis,  when  he  might  have  availed  himself 
of  the  occasion  of  honorably  fulfilling  them,  in  ad<- 
vancmg  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  country,  he 
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was  eternally  launching  out  into  vapid  and  unmean- 
ing encomiums  on  the  boasted  excellencies  of  the 
British  constitution,  instead  of  adhering  to  his  so- 
lemn contract,  of  exerting  all  his  influence  and  abi- 
lities to  reform  its  blemishes.  With  all  the  failings 
of  this  minister,  his  caution  and  plausibility  were 
admirably  calculated  to  entrap  the  confidence  of  the 
landed  and  monied  interest,  and  he  turned  it  to  the 
best  account,  labouring  with  all  his  zeal  to  inculcate 
a  belief  of  the  flourishing  state  of  the  national 
finances,  enforcing  every  circumstance  tending  to 
confirm  this  belief,  and  concealing  every  truth  that 
would  serve  to  diminish  or  destroy  it.  Will  not  such 
a  man,  then,  be  regarded  by  posterity  as  a  time- 
server  and  an  apostate  ? 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox  joined  the 
ministry;  and,  at  the  same  time,  Lord  Sidmouth 
continued  a  member  of  the  cabinet !  But  Mr.  Fox 
did  not  retain  his  situation  long.  His  health  soon 
after  declined,  and  he  died  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
tember following. 

Of  this  great  statesman,  we  may  say,  "  take  him 
for  all  in  all,  we  ne'er  shall  look  upon  his  like  again." 
He  was  an  unbending  patriot ;  possessed  of  great 
political  ability,  and  loved,  as  well  as  advocated,  the 
cause  of  liberty.  Light  and  shade,  however,  were 
mixed  in  Mr.  Fox's  picture.  He  permitted  private 
friendship,  in  one  instance,  to  over-balance  his  pub- 
lic duty.  We  refer  to  the  language  used  by  him  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  April,  1787,  which  must 
have  been  against  his  conscience.    He  there  denied 
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the  marriage  between  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Mrs. 
fttzherbert,  when,  in  fact,  he  assisted  at  that  very  mar* 
riage;  but,  because  he  had  engaged  secrecy  to  the 
prince,  he  thought  proper  to  utter  a  direct  falsehood 
rather  than  break  his  promise  upon  the  subject ! 

Mr.  Pitt's  death  was  an  unpleasant  consequence  to 
the  usurping  queen,  and  perhaps  impelled  the  ar- 
dour of  her  determination  to  get  her  favourite  son's 
divorce  from  his  injured  wife  settled  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  scheme  for  this  purpose,  which  seemed 
most  practicable,  was  the  obtaining  some  document 
as  evidence  against  ilic  moral  character  of  the  prin* 
eeuf  By  the  queen's  express  desire,  therefore,  Lady 
Douglas  had  removed  her  abode,  nearly  six  years 
previously,  close  to  Blackheath,  and  was  purposely 
employed  to  invent  some  dishonourable  report 
against  the  princess. 

The  Princess  of  Wales  accidentally  and  innocently 
(on  her  part)  became  acquainted  with  this  lady,  and 
from  that  period  no  pains  were  spared,  on  the  part 
of  Lady  Douglas  and  her  husband,  to  increase  that 
acquaintance,  until  their  diabolical  object  should  be 
attained.  The  most  assiduous  attentions  and  extra* 
vagant  pains  were  used  to  entrap  the  generous  mind 
of  the  princess ;  but  as  the  object  in  view  proved  of 
a  very  difficult  nature,  so  did  the  means  for  its  ac- 
complishment become  equally  numerous.  This  in- 
timacy commenced  in  1801,  and  terminated  in  1804; 
and  during  that  period  did  these  base  designing  slan- 
derers and  ungrateful  guests,  by  secret  application, 
obtain  an  opportunity  to  vilify,  outrage,  and  insult 
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the  princess,  in*  connexion  with  nearly  'every  branch 
of  the  royal  family,  who  were  too  closely  united  in 
one  general  interest  pot  to  assist  each  other* 

The  only  patriotic  members,  the  Dukes  of  Kent 
and  Sussex,  appeared  much  wrought  upon  by  the 
specious  and  abominable  fabrication  brought  forward 
by  these  unprincipled,  time-serving,  and  heartless 
enemies  of  Caroline.    Although  their  statements  and 
depositions  were  taken  so  fully,  and  examined  so 
closely, — although  the  prince  pursued  the  subject 
with  such  unfeeling  barbarity, — yet  the  princess  was 
acquitted,  most  honourably  acquitted.    Indeed,  to 
any  rational  inquirer,  the  wickedness  of  the  Douglas 
statement  was,  beyond  doubt,  most  palpable.    It  was 
full  of  improbabilities,   of  contradictions,   and  ab- 
surdities, which  well  merited  punishment.     Had  a 
similar  insult  or  a  flagrant  transgression  been  offered 
to  the  royal  family  in  the  person  of  any  other  than 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  would  not  the  whole  royal 
phalanx,  headed  by  the  queen,  have  arisen  in  de- 
fence of  their  illustrious  and  virtuous  house  ?    Nay, 
would  not  the  insulting  falsehoods  and  infamous  as* 
sertions  have  been  proved  treasonable?    Yes,   un- 
doubtedly}  but,  because  the   injured  Princess   of 
Wales  was  the  intended  victim  of  a  conspiracy, 
although  so  gloriously  acquitted,  yet  no  prosecution 
of  her  traducers  followed;  neither  did  any  branch 
of  the  royal  family  exemplify  one  pleasurable  feeling 
upon  the  conclusion  of  this  disgracefully-iniquitous 
business !    Their  chagrin  was  much  more  evident ! 
As  if  in  this  year  a  deluge  of  sadness  and  sorrow, 
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in  addition  to  all  other  trials  and  injuries,  were*  to 
fall  upon  the  persecuted  Caroline,  she  had  to  suffer 
the  heavy  and  irreparable  loss  of  her  father,  William, 
Dnke  of  Brunswick,  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Jena, 
October  14th,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age. 

The  character  of  the  venerable  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick is  beyond  praise ;  "  his  name  shall  be  his 
monument!'9     If  at  any  period  the  Princess  of  Wales 
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needed  tjte  kind  and  soothing  balm  of  friendship,  it 
was  at  this  trying  juncture.  Her  friends  were  few 
in  number,  and  their  friendship  was  of  an  evanescent 
description.  They  sometimes  professed  their  readi- 
ness to  serve  her,  and  eulogised  her  greatness  of 
mind  and  talent ;  yet,  when  brought  to  die  point  by 
public  opinion  and  inquiry,. they  very  generally  ex* 
pressed  their  sentiments  equivocally*  or  with  some 
portion  of  hesitation  calculated  to  injure,  rather  than 
benefit,  the  cause  they  professed  to  serve.  Mr. 
Canning  and  Mr.  Whitbread  were  two  of  these  par- 
ticular kind  of  friends,  as  our  after  history  will  abuo* 
dandy  testify. 

How  wretched  must  have  been  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte at  this  period,  who  was  nearly  deprived  of  all 
communication  with  her  affectionate  mother,  and 
without  one  friend  to  whom  she  could  freely  speak 
of  her  sorrows  and  anxious  wishes ! 


The  year 


i 
i 

1807  i 


commenced  with  selfish  men  in  office,  who  contrived 
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selfish  measures  for  the  continued  purposes  of  cor- 
ruption. 

The  king  now  became  very  imbecile ;  and  the 
queen  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  intimidated  him  from 
acting  honourably  towards  the  Princess  of  Wales,  as 
he  had  so  committed  himself  by  his  fatal  act  of 
BIGAMY.  As  his  mind  became  proportionately 
depressed  by  the  perplexities  of  his  situation,  bo  did 
his  conduct  become  more  influenced  as  they  desired 
it ;  until,  at  length,  he  proved  a  mere  automaton,  to 
be  moved  at  their  pleasure ! 

In  any.  case  of  vital  importance  tq  character,  de- 
lay is  dangerous ;  because  it  causes  suspicion,  susr 
picion  begets  mistrust,  and  so  on  do  these  injurir 
ous  sentiments  proceed,  until,  ere  the  time  of  trial 
arrives,  the  injured  party  has  suffered  unjustly  in  4 
two-fold  way.  Thus  it  was  in  the  case  of  the  un- 
fortunate Caroline.  To  oblige  the  queen,  his  ma- 
jesty postponed  seeing  his  daughter4n*law  as  long 
as  it  suited  the  views  pf  the  designers  against  her 
happiness. 

From  the  active  part  which  Mr.  Perceval  had 
taken  in  defence  of  the  princess,  especially  in  his 
book,  which  made  much  noise  in  the  world  at  this 
time,  the  queen  thought  it  prudent  to  advise  his 
being  accommodated  with  office.  She  made  her  will 
known  to  the  prince,  who  was  very  happy  to  concur 
in  the  suggestion,  but  only  feared  an  obstacle  in  Mr. 
Perceval's  rigid  virtue.  This,  however,  was  not 
insurmountable,  and  Mr.  Perceval  was  made  "  Chan- 
cellor of  thp  Exchequer ;"  Mr.  Canning,  "  Secretary 
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for  Foreign  Affairs ;"  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  «•  Se- 
cretary  for  the  Department  of  War  and  the  Colo* 
nies."  Thus  were  two  of  the  former  advocates  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales  enlisted  under  the  banners  of  her 
most  deadly  enemies !  As  to  the  honor  they  derived 
from  their  base  desertion  of  the  cause  of  innocence, 
we  leave  our  readers  to  judge. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  at  this  juncture,  made  no 
secret  of  his  diabolical  intentions ;  for  we  well  know 
that  he  has  frequently  raised  the  goblet  to  his  lips, 
and  drank  "  to  the  speedy  damnation  of  the 
princess."  It  was  very  perceptible  that  the  royal 
party  were  well  aware  of  the  injustice  practised  to* 
wards  the  princess ;  but,  charity  being  a  virtue  of 
little  worth  in  their  ideas,  they  resolved  to  carry 
their  plans  into  execution,  no  matter  at  what  cost 

The  least  the  late  friends  of  the  princess  could  do 
was,  to  remain  silent  i  but  human  beings  can  articu- 
late sounds,  and  be  oppositely  communicative  with 
their  optical  faculties.  An  individual,  who  accepts 
place  amongst  those  whom  he  formerly  professed  to 
despise,  renders  himself  an  object  of  suspicion,  if 
not  of  detestation. 

For  the  present,  we  abstain  from  further  remarks 
upon  these  two  late  principal  friends  of  the  perse- 
cuted Princess  of  Wales. 

Upon  hearing  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick's  death, 
the  king  could  do  no  less  than  solicit  the  duchess, 
his  sister,  to  visit  England.  As  the  country  around 
her  was  in  a  deplorable  state,  and  feeling  desirous  to 
see  her  daughter,  she  determined  to  accept  the  invi- 
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tation,  and  .arrived  at  the  house  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  at  Blackheath,  on  the  7th  of  July,  in  one  of 
her  royal  highness9  carriages. 

The  injured  Caroline  was  so  overpowered  at  this 
interview  as  to  cause  the  duchess  much  serious  dis- 
quiet; for  she  plainly  saw  that  her  daughter  had 
great  cause  for  sorrow,  the  particulars  of  which  she 
was  yet  ignorant.  The  princess  afterwards  appeared 
soothed;  and  this  short  interview,  cheered  by  a 
fond  mother's  presence,  proved  a  solace  to  her  lace- 
rated heart. 

The  king  went  from  Windsor  to  see  his  sister,  and 
the  queen  also  from  St.  James9  Palace ;  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  and  several  other  members  of  the  family, 
paid  their  respects  to  the  duchess. 

Thus,  though  common  or  decent  attention  was  re- 
fused .the  daughter,  while  mourning  over  her  early 
misfortunes  and  recent,  losses,  yet,  when  her  mother 
arrived,  some  little  regard  must  be  paid  to  etiquette, 
although  the  daughter  was  to  receive  the  visiters* 
But  so  it  was.  Poor  Queen  Charlotte,  how  hard  it 
was  for  her  to  vouchsafe  or  condescend  to  let  fill 
one  smile  upon  Caroline ! 

After  the  opportunity  this  visit  afforded  the  Prin- 
cess Charlotte,  the  mother  and  daughter  were  of 
necessity  explicit,  and  they  mourned  over  the  seem- 
ing hard  destiny  each  was  doomed  to  experience. 

During  the  remainder  of  this  year,  the  king  be- 
came more  and  more  incapacitated  for  business  of 
any  sort ;  he  could  not  even  distinguish  any  object 
by  either  its  colour  or  size,  and  was  led  from  one 
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place  to  another  as  if  in  the  last  stage  of  blindness. 
The  long-continued  distractions  of  his  mind,  and  the 
aoxigy  yet  remaining,  caused  his  rational  moments 
to  be  most  gloomy.  His  fitvourite  daughter  was  in- 
curably diseased  with  a  scrofulous  disorder,  from 
which  she  suffered  dreadfully,  and  nature  seemed  fast 
declining.  Throughout  the  whole  of  his  family,  the 
poor  monarch  had  but  little  gratification,  as  every  in- 
dividual composing  it  was  separately  under  her  ma- 
jesty's controul.  To  have  contradicted  her  order  or 
command  would  have  been  attended  with  no  very 
pleasant  consequences.  Her  look  was  sufficient  to 
frighten  every  one  into  obedience ! 

We  now  enter  upon  the  year 

1808, 

» 
inwhipb  the  session  of  parliament  was  opened  by 

commission,  on  the  81st  of  January,  the  king's  indis- 
position preventing  him  from  going  in  person* 

At  this  period,  a  very  strong  sensation  was  excited 
against  the  continuance  of  the  pension  list.  The 
productive  classes  ascertained,  in  a  very  correct  way, 
how  the  fruits  of  their  iodustiy  were  devoured.  Jin 
couttcpience  of  which,  they  feit  themselves  imposed 
upon  in  the  highest  degree ;  but  resolved  to  try  ra- 
tional entreaty  and  petition  ere  they  resorted  to  acts 
of  violence.  The  number  of  these  dissatisfied  classes, 
in  every  large  town,  was  immensely  great,  and  they 
only  needed  sypiem  to  obtain,  by  tfcejr  simple  peti- 
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tiok,  what  they  so  much  desired ;  but  the  authorities 
knew  the  incapacitated  state  of  the  sufferers,  in  the 
absence  of  that  system,  and  therefore  very  ungene- 
rously refused  their  appeal. 

In  March,  the  City  of  London  (John  Ansley, 
mayor;  petitioned  both  Houses  for  parliamentary  re- 
form, and  the  abolition  of  sinecure  places  and  pen- 
sions ;  but  they  received  the  expense  attendant  upon 
their  exertions  for  their  reward,  and  the  mortification 
of  the  ministers9  apathy  for  their  satisfaction.  Popular 
indignation,  however,  is  not  so  easily  allayed ;  for, 
though  extreme  appearances  may  for  a  time  be  con- 
cealed,  they  will  eventually  break  forth  with  ten- 
fold force.  The  public  reasoned  upon  a  rational 
ground,  and  was  fully  aware  that  their  strength  was 
spent  to  support  enemies.  Their  resolve  to  petition 
for  freedom  was  the  dictate  of  an  unerring  and  fixed 
principle,  ever  inherent  in  the  breast  of  man.  The 
blandishments  of  folly,  and  the  encouragement  given 
to  imposition,  have  rendered  the  industrious  and 
honest  citizen  a  prey  to  the  lordlings  of  arbitrary 
power ;  and  so  long  as  he  can  assist  to  supply  means 
whereby  their  cravings  may  be  satisfied,  so  long  do 
they  seem  to  suppose  he  lives  to  a  sufficient  purpose. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  oppressed  classes 
were  perfectly  justified  in  making  a  stand  against 
farther  innovation ;  and  also  in  resisting  the  intolera- 
ble injustice  in  force  against  them.  Still  the  admi- 
nistration continued  inexorable  to  the  pressing  prayers 
and  miserable  condition  of  the  people.  The  political 
disease,  however,  was  rapidly  advancing  to  a  crisis. 
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Similar  distress  and  dissatisfaction  existed  at  tl*e 
commencement  of  the  year 

provisions  were  dear,  Mid  labour  scarce ;  yet  an  ad- 
ditional sum  was  required  for  the  state,  to  uphold 
its  secret  machinations,   and  pervert  the  ends  of 

justice. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  this  year,  the  cele- 
brated Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Clark,  formerly  a  mistress  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  appeared  at' the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  as  evidence  against  him.  Mr.  Wardle, 
with  an  intrepidity  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  took  upon  himself  the  awful  responsi- 
bility of  preferring  those  serious  charges  against  the 
duke,  which  it  were  unnecessary  for  us  here  to  repeat. 
The  public  officers  of  the  king  volunteered  their 
services  to  rescue  his  royal  highness  from  public 
odium  by  denominating  the  proceeding  as  a  conspi- 
racy! In  spite,  however,  of  every  artifice  which  a 
knowledge  of  the  law  enables  bad  men  to  practice  to 
defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  there  were  exposed  to 
public  view  scenes  of  the  grossest  corruption,  of  the 
most  abandoned  profligacy,  of  the  most  degrading 
meanness,  and  of  the  most  consummate  hypocrisy. 
The  contagion  had  reached  every  department  of  the 
state ;  nor  was  the  church  exempted  from  its  baneful 
influence.  It  was  fully  proved  that,  not  only  subor- 
dinate situations,  but  even  deaneries  and  bishoprics 
(which  had  been  supposed  to  be  the  rewards  of  piety 
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and  teaming)  were  applied  for  to  his  royal  highness, 
through  the  intervention  of  his  mistress!  A  great 
majority  of  the  boroughmongers,  of  course/ acquitted 
the  duke  from  these  charges,  and  talked  of  voting 
an  address  of  thanks  to  him  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  discharged  his  official  duties.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, the  mode  of  investigation  adopted  enabled 
every  man  in  the  kingdom  to  judge  for  himself. 
Englishmen,  for  once,  spoke  out,  and  the  duke  was 
compelled  to  resign.  This  step  on  the  part  of  the 
illustrious  debauchee  prevented  further  exposure, 
and  saved  him  from  the  severe  and  heavy  weight  of 
being  voted  out  of  office,  and  degraded  !  Behold, 
then,  reader,  what  the  principles  of  Pitt  achieved! 
That  minister  always  persuaded  the  male  branches  of 
the  family,  that  the  queen's  protection  (through  the 
medium  of  the  minister)  would  prove  at  all  times  a 
sufficient  retreat  and  asylum,  in  case  of  complaint 
or  refractory  sensation  of  the  people  at  their  frequent 
derelictions  from  duty  and  honor. 

The  fluctuations  of  the  public  funds  was  an  oppor- 
tune chance  for  speculation,  and  the  queen's  love  of 
money  induced  her  to  turn  her  sources  of  informa- 
tion to  the  best  account;  she  therefore  acted  in  con- 
cert with  her  broker,  and  immediately,  upon  any 
rise  taking  place,  she  "  sold  out,"  and  when  gloom 
overspread  the  market,  she  u  bought  in."  By  this 
speculation  alone,  the  Duke  of  Kent  acknowledged 
that  his  mother  realized  Jour  hundred  thousand 
pounds/  At  the  same  period,  her  majesty  had  another 
excellent  speculation  in  hand;  namely,  the  profits 
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arising  from  the  sale  of  cadetships  for  the  East  Indies. 
Dr.  Randolph  and  Lady  Jersey  were  the  chief  ma» 
nagera  of  these  affiurs,  though  her  majesty  received 
the  largest  portion  of  the  spoil.  Dr.  Randolph 
himself  acknowledged,  that  the  queen  had  realized 
meniy  thousand  pounds  upon  this  traffic  alone !  In 
one  transaction  with  a  candidate  for  a  cadetships 
an  enormous  premium  was  required,  and  the  appli- 
cant was  very  much  incensed,  as  it  appeared  to  him 
to  be  nothing  less  than  a  bold  imposition.  He  ex- 
postulated ;  but  Dr.  Randolph  made  short  of  the 
affirir  by  refusing  any  further  communication  upon 
the  subject.  For  once,  Dr.  Randolph  forgot  his  own 
interest,  as  also  the  public  character  and  tqfety  of  his 
royal  mistress*  The  gentleman,  shortly  afterwards, 
was  visiting  a  friend  in  Paris,  when  the  conversation 
turned  upon  the  English  constitution,  and  the  im- 
mense revenues  of  the  kingdom.  The  friend  spoke 
in  raptures  upon  the  liberal  feelings  and  generous 
provisions  exercised  and  provided  towards,  and  for 
all,  aspirants  to  honor.  At  length,  the  visiter  could 
no  longer  conceal  his  mortification  and  chagrin,  and 
he  candidly  explained  every  particular  of  his  corres- 
pondence with  Dr.  Randolph,  in  which  her  majesty's 
name  was  as  freely  introduced  as  the  doctor's.  The 
astonishment  and  surprise  of  his  friend  were  great 
indeed,  and  he  recommended  him  to  publish  the 
vkoie  affair  in  France,  and  circulate  it  through  the 
surrounding  kingdoms.  A  printer  was  sought  for, 
who  required  a  certain  time  to  determine  the  risk  he 
should  run  in  the  undertaking ;  this  was  accordingly 
granted,  and  the  parties  separated.    As  soon  as  the 
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person  intended  to  be  employed  found  the  conse- 
quence attached  to  it,  he  communicated  the  impor- 
tant information  to  a  solicitor,  of  some  eminence,  in 
London,  to  whom  he  had  formerly  been  known. 
The  affair  was  subsequently  made  known  to  the 
queen's  youngest  son,  and  by  him  the  queen  was 
fully  acquainted  with  the  probability  of  public  expo- 
sure. An  overwhelming  infamy  she  well  knew  would 
be  inseparably  attached  to  it.  Her  majesty  had  been 
accustomed  to  deception,  but  hitherto  she  had  not 
feared  detection ;  but  the  moment  of  her  fancied  se- 
curity was  the  moment  most  likely  to  prove  fatal  to 
her  existence  as  a  queen. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  was  unremitting  in  his  exer- 
tions to  obtain  a  settlement  of  this  nefarious  affair, 
and  twenty  thousand  pounds  were  actually  paid  for 
the  correspondence,  and  two  thousand  pounds  given 
by  the  queen  (through  the  medium  of  the  duke)  to 
the  person  who  effected  the  settlement  of  the  busi- 
ness, under  the  provision  "  that  that  business  might 
never  transpire  to  the  public."  His  royal  highness 
was  too  well  aware  of  the  general  disposition  of  the 
queen,  and  her  avaricious  character,  not  to  ajjeet 
satisfaction  at  the  high  price  her  majesty  paid  for 
silencing  this  unpleasant  affair.  It  may  be  inferred, 
that  if  the  queen  had  committed  herself  by  such 
flagrant  acts  of  injustice  as  these,  there  might  be 
many  more  dishonourable  transactions  of  a  minor  de- 
scription, occurring  nearly  at  the  same  period.  Yes, 
the  inference  is  correct,  for  her  majesty  was  truly 
born  and  bred  a  German ! 

We  will  relate  another  instance  of  Queen  Char- 
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lotte's  ungenerous  conduct.  She  had  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  education  of  her  daughters,  as  far 
as  related  to  the  choice  of  their  preceptors.  Her  ma- 
jesty appointed  a  very  clever  and  scientific  gentleman, 
who  resided  in  London,  to  teach  herself  and  the  six 
princesses — geography,  astronomy,  arithmetic,  and 
the  nature  of  the  funds.  Besides  which,  he  was 
asked,  as  a  Javour,  to  settle  the  very  deranged  ac- 
counts of  the  princesses.  This  accomplished  and 
worthy  gentleman  also  held  of  Princess  Elizabeth  a 
bond  for  ten  thousand  pounds.  After  dancing  at* 
tendance  upon  these  illustrious  individuals  for  twenty* 
six  years,  without  receiving  any  remuneration,  though 
he  had  frequently  pressed  for  payment  of  his  long- 
standing account,  he  again  solicited  a  settlement  with 
the  queen ;  but,  as  he  only  received  abuse  of  an 
unmeasured  description  for  his  pains,  he  determined 
to  maintain  himself  and  his  large  family  out  of  the 
profits  of  his  private  scholars,  leaving  the  royal  debt 
as  a  provision  for  his  children  after  him.  His  expenses 
were  considerable  in  attending  the  royal  family,  as 
he  was  always  obliged  to  go  full  dressed  in  a  bag  and 
silk  stockings,  to  hire  carriages  to  go  down  to 
Windsor,  to  live  at  an  inn,  and  to  sleep  there,  if 
they  chose  to  take  lessons  the  two  following  days,  by 
which  he  was  also  often  obliged  to  neglect  and  dis- 
oblige his  private  scholars.  For  all  this  attendance, 
he  received  no  remuneration  whatever;  and  Queen 
Charlotte  had  the  heart  to  say,  "  I  think  you  have 
bad  remuneration  sufficient  by  your  youngest  son  re- 
ceiving a  pension  of  eighty  pounds  a  year  for  teach- 
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ing  the  younger  princesses  only  writing !"     The  pre- 
ceptor, however,  still  claimed  his  remuneration,  and 
was,  at  last,  referred  to  the  lawyers,  who  required 
him  to  produce  proofs  of  every  lesson  he  gave,  the 
day  and  the  hour,  for  twenty-six  years !     To  their 
astonishment,  he  produced  his  diary,  and  such  clear 
accounts,  that  there  was  no  contradicting  them.  But 
as  lawyers  are  never  at  a  loss  how  to  gain  their  ends, 
they  next  required  him  to  declare,  upon  oath,  the 
name  of  each  particular  servant  that  had  let  him  in 
during  the  twenty-six  years !    This  he  could  not  do ; 
and  her  majesty,  not  to  be  behind  the  lawyers,  ad- 
vised they  should  plead  the  statute  of  limitation! 
The  lawyers,  however,  persuaded  her  most  excellent 
majesty  that  such  a  proceeding  would  be  against  her 
interest.    After  being  harassed  about  in  this  manner 
for  a  considerable  time,  the  old,  care-worn,  broken- 
hearted master  was  most  injuriously  persuaded  to 
suffer  the  business  to  be  decided  by  one  arbitrator  only, 
instead  of  trusting  to  the  laws  of  his  country.    The 
poor  old  gentleman  never  held  up  his  head  after- 
wards, but  always  used  to  say  he  should  leave  all  his 
family  beggars,  which,  alas!  proved  too  true.     He 
shortly  after  died  at  his  house  in  Manchester-street. 
He  was  a  very  worthy  and  an  exceedingly  clever 
man.    On  one  occasion,  Mr.  Pitt  sent  for  him  to 
solve  some  difficulty  in  the  finances  of  the  country, 
for  which  none  of  the  ministers  could  account.     He 
instantly  set  them  all  right  by  showing  that  such  an 
error  was  possible  to  occur,  though  it  very  seldom  did 
occur. 
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Besides  the  chums  upon  Queen  Charlotte,  the  wor- 
thy preceptor  had  a  bill  against  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte for  eight  hundred  pounds.  On  applying  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  for  this  money,  he  refused  to  pay 
it,  and  referred  him  to  the  king,  who  was  then  quite 
deranged!  The  Princess  of  Wales  knew  all  these 
particulars,  and  told  her  daughter,  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte, the  desperate  state  of  the  poor  man's  family. 
Her  royal  highness  spoke  to  her  uncle,  the  Duke  of 
York,  about  it,  who  persuaded  her  that  the  venera- 
ble master  was  an  old  rogue  f  who  had  robbed  the 
princesses  and  all  the  family,  and  her  royal  highness 
chose  to  believe  him.  That  he  was  a  scientific  man, 
his  books  and  valuable  mathematical  instruments  bore 
ample  testimony.  These  were  sold  after  his  death 
for  eight  thousand  pounds,  which  went  to  discharge 
his  debts. 

Many  other  instances  might  be  recorded  to  prove 
the  unfeeling  and  barbarous  behaviour  of  the  queen ; 
but  this  alone  must  be  sufficient  to  convince  our 
readers  how  totally  unfit  her  majesty  was  to  reign 
over  a  free  people. 

In  the  September  of  this  year,  Lord  Castlereagh 
sent  a  challenge  to  Mr.  Canning,  which  was  accepted ; 
but  the  effects  of  the  duel  were  not  very  serious, 
though  it  subsequently  led  to  the  resignation  of  both. 
It  is  hafdly  worth  while,  perhaps,  to  recur  to  this 
now-forgotten,  and  always,  as  far  as  the  public  were 
concerned,  insignificant  business.  Lord  Castlereagh 
acted  as  a  vain  and  high-spirited  man,  who  fancied  his 
confidence  betrayed,  his  abilities  called  in  question, 
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and,  like  an  Irishman,  saw  but  a  short  vista  between 
an  offence  and  a  duel.  Mr.  Canning,  equally  high- 
spirited,  felt  that  he  had  got  into  a  disagreeable  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  fairest  escape  from  it  would  be  to 
fight  his  way  out*  Lord  Castlereagh's  conduct,  when 
we  think  of  a  sober  and  wise  statesman,  is  ridicu- 
lous. Mr.  Canning's,  when  we  picture  to  ourselves 
a  high-minded  and  frank-hearted  gentleman,  in  spite 
of  the  plausibility  of  explanations,  is  displeasing* 

The  wretched  policy  of  this  year  required  Jifly- 
four  millions  of  money  to  support  it. 
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was  ushered  in  under  distressing  and  unsatisfactory 
circumstances.  The  royal  family  were  divided 
amongst  themselves,  and  every  branch  seemed  to 
have  a  separate  interest.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  was  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  truth 
was  now  and  then  elicited ;  for  it  is  a  veritable  saying, 
that  "  when  rogues  fall  out,  honest  men  are  gainers." 

The  king  was  at  this  time  labouring  under  a  severe 
attack  of  mental  aberration :  the  situation  of  the 
country,  his  children,  and  his  own  peculiar  sorrows, 
made  impressions  on  his  mind  of  the  most  grievous 
description. 

In  a  former  work  of  our's,  called  "  The  Authentic 
Records  of  the  Court  of  England/9  we  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  extraordinary  and  mysterious  murder  of 
one  Sellis,  a  servant  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
which  occurred  this  year.     In  that  account,  we  did 
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what  we  conceived  to  be  our  duty  as  historians, — we 
spoke  the  truth  !  The  truth,  however,  it  appears, 
is  not  always  to  be  spoken ;  for  his  royal  highness 
instantly  commenced  a  persecution  against  us  for  a 
"malicious  libel."  We  say  persecution,  because 
almost  every  person  is  aware,  that  filing  a  criminal 
information  against  an  individual  can  be  done  only 
with  a  view  of  preventing  the  exposure  qftrut h,  which, 
though  such  procedure  be  according  to  English  law, 
cannot  be  reconciled  with  the  original  intention  of 
law,  namely — to  do  justice  both  to  the  libelled  and 
the  libeller!  In  America,  no  such  monstrosities  dis- 
grace the  statute-book ;  for  there,  if  any  person  be 
accused  of  scandalum  magnalum,  and  can  prove  the 
truth  of  what  he  has  stated,  he  is  honorably  ac- 
quitted. Yet  as  we  are  not  in  America,  but  in  Eng- 
land,—-the  boasted  land  qf  liberty, — we  must,  forsooth, 
be  seized  as  criminals,  merely  because  we  wish  to 
institute  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
murder  of  an  individual,  whose  assassin,  or  assassins, 
have  hitherto  escaped  the  slippery  hands  of  justice ! 
We  are  no  cowards  in  regimentals,  nor  did  we  make 
our  statement  with  a  view  of  slandering  the  royal 
pensioner.  We  would  have  willingly  contended  with 
Ms  royal  highness  in  a  court  of  law,  if  he  had  had 
the  courage  to  have  met  us  on  fair  grounds.  At  the 
time  we  write  this,  we  know  not  what  the  judgment 
of  Lord  Tenterden, — >we  beg  his  lordship's  pardon, 
we  should  have  said  the  court, —-may  be;  but,  what- 
ever the  punishment  awarded,  we  hope  to  meet  it 
with  that  foftitude  which    never  fails  to  uphold  a 
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man  "  conscious  of  doing  no  wrong  i"  If  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  however,  imagines  he  can  intimi- 
date us  from  speaking  the  truth  out  of  court,  he 
has  mistaken  us.  We  are  not,  as  we  said  in  our  first 
work,  to  be  prevented  from  doing  whatever  we  con- 
ceive to  be  our  duty.  Though  it  may  not  be  in  our 
power  to  prove  who  was  the  murderer,  the  very  sus- 
picious circumstances  attending  the  death  of  poor 
Sellis  fully  warrant  renewed  inquiry. 

Passing  over  the  various  reports  in  circulation  at 
the  time  of  the  murder,  we  proceed  to  notice  the 
very  contradictory  evidence  brought  forward  at  the 
inquest.  That  we  may  not  be  accused  of  partiality, 
we  take  the  report  of  this  judicial  proceeding  from 
that  Tory  organ,  "  The  Morning  Post,"  which,  it 
will  be  observed,  deals  out  its  abuse  with  no  un- 
sparing hand  on  the  poor  murdered  map,  whom  it 
calls  by  the  charitable  appellation  of  villain,  and 
sundry  other  hard  names,  which  had  better  suited 
the  well-known  characters  of  other  persons,  who 
acted  a  prominent  part  in  this  foul  business.  After  a 
few  unmeaning  preliminaries  had  been  performed, 

"  Mr.  Adams  addressed  the  jury,  and  informed  them  of  the 
violent  attack  that  had  been  made  upon  the  Duke  of  Cumberlaufcd ; 
and  that  there  was  very  tittle  doubt  but  it  was  done  if  the  de- 
ceased. He  stated,  the  circumstances  had  been  fully  investigated  by 
the  privy  council  on  Thursday,  and  that  the  depositions  of  the  nu- 
merous witnesses  had  been  taken  before  Mr.  Justice  Read,  which 
he  should  read  to  them  ;  after  which  the  witnesses  would  be  called 
before  them,  and  the  depositions  would  also  be  read  to  them,  when 
they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  altering  or  enlarging,  and  the 
jury  could  put  any  question  to  them  they  thought  fit/* 

In  this  address,  some  of  the  privileges  of  royalty 
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are  explained*  Because  the  murder  had  been  com- 
mitted in  a  palace,  the  privy  council  must  examine 
the  witnesses  before  they  may  be  allowed  to  meet 
the  jury,  and  their  depositions  taken  by  a  justice, 
under  the  influence  of  the  suspected  party.  The 
coroner  may  then  tell  the  jury  that  there  was  very 
little  doubt  of  the  deceased  person  having  attempted 
his  master's  life,  and  afterwards  cutting  his  own 
throat  to  avoid  detection.  Merciful  heaven!  can 
this  be  called  an  impartial  administration  of  justice  ? 
Are  such  careful  proceedings  ever  adopted  in  the 
case  of  a  poor  man  ?  To  be  sure,  the  jury  were 
told  they  might  ask  any  question  they  thought  Jit; 
but  is  it  to  be  supposed  that,  after  the  inquiries 
they  had  undergone,  the  witnesses  would  let  slip  any 
thing  likely  to  criminate  themselves  or  their  royal 
master? 

"  Hie  first  affidavit  that  was  read  was  that  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Dake  of  Cumberland,  which  stated,  that  about  half-past  two 
o'clock  on  Thursday  morning  he  received  two  violent  blows  and  cuts 
on  his  head ;  the  first  impression  upon  his  mind  was,  that  a  bat  had 
got  into  the  roam,  and  wan  beating  about  his  head;  but  he  was  soon 
convinced  to  the  contrary  by  receiving  a  third  Mow.  He  then 
jumped  out  of  bed,  when  he  received  several  more  blows;  from  the 
gbmmermg  light  afforded  from  a  dull  lamp  m  the  fire-place,  and 
the  motion  of  the  instrument  that  inflicted  the  wounds,  they  appeared 
Nee  /ashes  of  lightning  before  his  eyes.  He  made  for  a  door  near 
tie  head  of  his  bed,  leading  to  a  small  room,  to  which  the  assassin 
followed  him,  and  cut  him  across  his  thighs.  His  royal  highuess 
not  being  able  to  find  his  alarm-bell,  which  there  is  no  doubt  the 
rillsm  bad  concealed,  called  with  a  loud  voice  for  Neale  (his  valet 
in  waiting)  several  times,  who  came  to  his  assistance  5  and  Nsale, 
together  with  his  royal  highness,  alarmed  the  house." 

The  blows  of  the  assassin  must  have  indeed  been 
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slight  to  resemble  "  a  bat  beating  about  the  head  of 
his  royal  highness ;"  but  we  cannot  understand  how 
the  cut  of  a  sword  can  bear  any  similarity  to  the  beat* 
ing  of  a  little  animal,  like  a  bat !     Poor  Sell  is,  how- 
ever, was  but  a  Utile  man,  and  his  weak  arm  might 
be  still  more  enfeebled  by  the  consciousness  of  his 
ingratitude  in  attacking  so  kind  and  liberal  a  master! 
Sellis  had  been  the  duke's  page,  or  valet,  for  more 
than  five  years,  in  daily,  nay,  almost  hourly,  per- 
sonal communication  with  him  ;  and  it  must,  there-* 
fore,  appear  very  strange,   if  Sellis  was  really  the 
assassin,  that  his  master  did  not  recognise  him!    If 
the  room  was  so  dark  that  the  duke  could  not  see  the 
person  attacking  him,  it  is  singular  that  the  assassin 
could  see  to  strike  his  royal  highness,  as  he  did  by 
"  cutting  him  across  his  thighs,  after  lie  was  out  of 
bed!"      As  the  supposed    murderer  followed  the 
duke,  who  thought  it  best  to  take  to  his  heels,  we 
think  his  royal  highness  should  have  stated  whether 
he  meant  his  thighs   in  front  or  behind ;   but,  of 
course,  an  examination  of  the  scars  would  soon  set 
this  matter  at  rest !    They  would,  no  doubt,  be  found 
behind,  as  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that,  in  a 
dark  room,  the  pursuer  could  have  cut  at  the  pur* 
sued  in  front.    The  Puke  of  Cumberland  is  a  field* 
marshal,  and  a  braver  man,  it  is  said,  never  en* 
tered  the  vield  ;  but  in  q  dark  room,  with  a  man 
little  more  than  half  his  weight,  it  would  have  been 
cowardly  to t  fight,  particularly  as  his  royal  highness 
might,  if  he  had  so  wished,  have  taken  the  wea- 
pon out  of  Sellis9  hand,'  and  broken  it   about  Ins 
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head.  No !  no !  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  knew 
what  was  due  to  his  honour  better  than  to  take  so 
mean  an  advantage  of  a  weak  adversary,  and  there- 
fore coolly  endeavoured  to  ring  his  bell,  that  a  more 
suitable  antagonist  might  be  procured  in  his  valet 
Xeate! 

u  Cornelias  Neale,  sworn.— He  said  he  was  valet  to  the  Duke  of 

Cuberlaad,  and  that  he  was  id  close  waiting  upon  his  royal  highness 

as  Wednesday  night,  and  slept  m  a  bed  in  a  room  adjoining  the 

Bute's  bed-room.    A  little  before  three  o'clock,  he  heard  the  dnke 

caDiag  oat,  '  Neale,  Neale,  1  am  murdered,  and  the  murderer  is  in 

■y  bed-room  !*    He  went   immediately  to  his  royal  highness,  and 

taxi  him  bleeding  from  his  wounds.     The  dnke  told  him  the  door 

the  assassin  had  gone  out  at ;  he  armed  himself  with  a  poker,  and 

aked  if  he  should  pursue  him.     The  duke  replied  '  no,'  but  to 

rmmm  with  aim.     After  moving  a  few  paces,  he  stepped  upon  a 

*aW;  and,  although  m  the  dark,  he  was  convinced  it  was  covered 

with  blood;  it  proved  to  be  the  dmhe's  own  regimental  sword*    The 

Me  end  witness  then  went  to  alarm  the  house,  and  got  a  light 

fiom  the  porter.    The  duke  was  a/raid  the  murderer  was  still  m 

&  bedroom*     His  royal  highness  was  obliged  to  lean  upon  him 

from  the  loss  of  blood,  and  he  gave  directions  that  no  person  should 

be  let  oat  of  the  house.    Hiey  called  up  the  witness1  wife,  who  is  the 

■ossekeeper,  and  told  her  to  call  Sellis.    He  then  returned  with  the 

^■ke  to  his  bed-room.    At  that  time  the  duke  was  very  faint  from 

tke  great  loss  of  blood.     Upon  examining  the  premises  they  found, 

i  i  a  second  adjoiuing  small  room,  a  pair  of  slippers  with  the  name 

*f  Stiffs  on  them,  and  a  dark  lantern.    The  key  of  the  closet  was 

in  the  inside  of  the  lock,  and,  to  his  knowledge,  the  key  had  not  been 

in  that  state  for  ten  years.     He  had  reason  to  believe  the  wounds  of 

the  duke  had  been  given  by  a  sword.     Sellis  took  out  the  duke's 

Rgisaentals  some  time  since,  and  put  them  by  again,  but  left  out  the 

**ri  upon  a  sofa  for  two  or  three  days.    It  is  the  same  sword 

"tab  he  trod  upon,  and  it  was  in  a  bloody  state. 

"  The  foreman  of  the  jury,  (Mr.  Place,  of  Charing  Cross)  asked 
the  witness  if  he  thought  the  deceased  had  any  reason  to  be  dis- 
satisfied with  the  dnke.  He  replied,  on  the  coutrary,  he  thought 
kJlis  had  more  reason  to  be  satisfied  than  any  other  of  the  servants; 
fa  royal  highness  had  stood  godfather  for  one  of  his  children,  the 
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*  Princess  Augusta  godmother.  The  duke  had  shown  him  very  par* 
ticular  favour  by  giving  him  apartments  for  his  wife  and  family, 
with  coals  and  candles. 

"  A  juryman  asked  him  if  he  ever  heard  the  deceased  complain 
of  the  duke.  The  witness  asked  if  he  was  obliged  to  answer  that 
question.  The  coroner  informed  him  he  must.  He  then  stated 
that  about  two  or  three  years  since  the  duke  advanced  their  board 
wages  from  10*.  6d.  a  week  to  1 4s.,  but  at  the  same  time  took  off 
3*.  6d.,  allowed  for  travelling.  After  this  regulation  was  adopted,  a 
paper  was  drawn  up  by  the  steward  for  the  servauta  to  sign,  ex- 
pressing their  satisfaction  at  the  regulation,  which  the  deceased 
refused  to  sign,  and  said,  '  he'd  be  d— d  if  he  did,  and  none  hot 
blackguards  would  sign  it.'  The  steward  told  him  the  duke  said  he 
must  sign  it,  or  his  wife  and  family  must  quit  the  apartments  he 
had  given  them,  as  the  rest  of  the  servants  had  signed  it.  He  had 
never  heard  the  deceased  complain  since.  Within  the  last  year,  the 
duke  and  royal  family  had  been  extremely  hind  to  him.  He  had 
never  given  him  an  angry  word,  although  he  had  often  made  use  of 
very  bad  language  to  him  ;  if  he  did,  he  never  answered  him* 
The  deceased  was  of  a  very  malicious  disposition*  He  would  never 
be  contradicted,  if  he  began  a  subject,  for  which  reason  he  never 
wished  to  have  any  conversation  with  him.  He  frequently  quarrelled 
with  Mr.  Panlet,  one  of  the  duke's  servants,  and  fought  with  the 
steward  at  Kew.  Lately  the  deceased  had  a  bad  cold,  and  the  duke 
was  so  very  hind  towards  him  in  consequence,  that  he  took  him 
iniide  the  carriage  to  Windsor.  Sellis  dressed  the  duke  on  Wed- 
nesday night.  He  had  no  doubt  but  Sellis  intended  thai  he 
should' be  charged  with  being  the  murderer,  to  get  him  out  of 
the  way.** 

This  Neale's  evidence  ought  to  be  received  with 
great  caution.  He  slept  in  the  next  room  to  the 
duke,  and  when  called  upon  for  his  assistance,  stated 
Iris  wish  to  pursue  the  murderer  with  a  poker ;  but 
was  prevented  by  his  master's  "  fear  of  being  left 
alone !"  In  this  courageous  offer  of  Neale,  however, 
he  trampled  upon  a  sword,  which,  although  in  total 
darkness,  he  was  convinced  was  covered  with 
blood!/    We  have  no  intention  to  dispute  Keak's 
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knowledge  of  this,  or  that  *"  it  was  his  master's  own* 
regimental  sword !"  There  have  been  so  many  won- 
derful people  who  could  see  as  well  in  the  dark 
as  in  the  light,  and  describe  the  minutest  par- 
ticulars of  an  article  as  well  with  their  eyes  shut  as 
open,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised  at  any 
thing !  Notwithstanding,  many  persons  were  sur- 
prised at  the  sagacity  of  Neale,  not  only  in  this,  but 
in  many  other  particulars.  If  the  duke,  "  covered 
with  gore,  accompanied  this  servant  to  alarm  the 
bouse,"  the  traces  of  blood  on  the  doors,  &a,  lead- 
ing to  Sellis?  room,  might  be  very  naturally  accounted 
for!  They,  however,  thought  it  better  not  to  call 
Sellis  themselves,  but  sent  Neaie's  wife  to  do 
it!!!  Although  the  duke  pointed  out  to  his  con* 
Jdential  man  the  door  through  which  the  villain  had 
escaped,  his  royal  highness  "  felt  afraid  the  mur- 
derer was  still  in  his  bed-room/'  which  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt !  "  A  pair  of  slippers  were  left  in 
in  adjoining  room,  with  the  name  of  Sellis  upon 
them."  That  Sellis  left  them  there,  however,  is 
rather  improbable  ;  because  it  is  natural  to  suppose 
he  would,  if  he  had  been  the  murderer,  have  gone 
to  his  master's  room  without  slippers,  or  shoes  of 
any  kind,  to  make  as  little  noise  as  possible.  This 
circumstance,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  was  a  planned 
affair,  though  badly  executed;  for  we  know  that 
these  slippers  were  placed  the  wrong  way, — a  fact 
which  will  be  hereafter  proved.  Through  the  whole 
of  Neale's  evidence,  not  a  word  was  said  to  show 
that  Sellis  had  the  leant  motive  for  murdering  either 
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'the  duke  or  himself.    On  the  contrary,  "  Sellis  had 
every  thing  to  expect  from  his  master's  living." 

In  concluding  our  remarks  upon  Neale's  evidence, 
we  point  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  last  sen* 
tence :  "  He  had  no  doubt  but  Sellis  intended  that 
he  (Neale)  should  be  charged  with  being  the  mur- 
derer, to  get  him  out  of  the  way !"  Now,  as  there 
was  not  the  slightest  evidence  to  bear  Neale  out  in 
this  malicious  assertion,  we  think,  for  his  own  sake, 
he  had  much  better  have  kept  the  expression  to 
himself.  Some  of  our  readers  may  not  be  aware  of 
the  cause  Sellis  had  given  this  fellow- servant  to  hate 
him ;  but  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  B.  C. 
Stephenson,  Esq.,  written  by  Sellis  a  few  months 
before  his  death,  will  elucidate  this  matter  a  little : 

"  St.  James*,  July  9  th,  1809. 
"  Sir, — 1  am  extremely  anxious  to  know  his  royal  highuesa*  de- 
cision concerning  the  evidence  produced  before  you  against  Mr* 
Neale,  and  I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  have  the  goodness  to  relieve  me  from 
this  most  disagreeable  suspense.  If  I  may,  Sir,  judge  from  appear- 
ance, either  his  royal  highness  is  not  acquainted  with  what  baa  been 
proved,  or  bis  royal  highness  has  entirely  forgiven  him.  Should  the 
former  be  the  case,  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  ac- 
quaint his  royal  highness  to  the  full  exUnt  of  the  roguery  of  this 
man ;  and  here  it  may  be  necessary  to  say,  that  the  witnesses)  you 
have  examined  are  all  of  them  ready  to  take  their  oaths  in  a  court 
of  justice,  and  there  to  assert  what  they  have  already  said  before  you. 
But,  Sir,  should  his  royal  highness  have  forgiven  him,  then  I  must 
be  under  the  most  disagreeable  necessity  to  beg  his  royal  highness 
to  have  the  goodness  to  dispose  of  me  as  his  royal  highueas  may 
think  proper,  so  that  I  may  not  have  the  mortification  to  live  and  act 
in  the  same  room  with  a  man  I  have  convicted  as  a  rogue,  mnd  with 
whom  mo  human  being  is  able  to  live  on  friendly  term**  Had  it  been 
his  royal  highness*  pleasure  to  have  had  this  business  in  a  court 
of  justice,  the  man  would  have  been  transported  at  least  for  sevrn 
years -,  and  what  I  am  going  to  communicate  to  you  now  is,  I  believe, 
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transportation  for  Bfe.  I  have  been  told,  Sir,  that  Mr.  Neale  cheat* 
his  royal  highness  in  every  thing  he  bop ;  in  two  different  articles 
I  here  already  ascertained  this  to  be  a  feet;  on  the  toothpicks 
he  galas  nfty  per  cent,,  by  charging  eighteen  pence  for  that  for 
which  he  only  pap  one  shilling,  and  on  the  soap  he  charges  two 
shillings  for  that  which  he  pays  eighteen  pence,  and  shoald  his  royal 
highness  wish  me  to  proceed  with  these  discoveries,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  rfisaonesfy  ef  th'u  man  has  me  bemmde  /  The  evidence  yon 
have  taken,  Sir,  and  what  1  have  communicated  to  Major  Ttornton, 
via  which  also  yon  must  be  acquainted,  yon  mast  be  satisfied,  that 
this  man  is  as  great  m  vUtmm  a*  ever  ejrieted;  no  oath  on  rao- 
biss  is  not oiko  with  him  }  end  he  relates  alike  that  which  he  must 
hare  sworn  to  keep  sacred  in  his  bosom,  as  he  will  a  most  trifling 
thing;  and  slanders  and  thskatsks  with  public  kxfosuse  and 
laics  damages  his  BBNsrACTOa  and  ouly  maker  of  his  fortune, 
jast  as  he  would  one  of  his  own  stamp.  Sir,  to  serve  his  royal 
highness,  I  have  always  thought  it  as  my  greatest  honour,  and  to 
serve  him  in  any  situation  that  his  royal  highness  may  be  pleased  to 
pace  me,  shall  always  be  the  greatest  pride  of  my  life ;  but  no 
longer  can  I  lire  with  this  monster.  I  have,  Sir,  served  his  royal 
highness  for  nearly  twelve  years,  aed  would  lather  forego  all  my 
visaes  and  pretensions,  and  beseech  his  royal  highness  to  allow  me 
permission  to  look  out  for  another  place.  To  your  goodness  I  trust. 
Sir,  that  yon  will  lay  my  case  before  his  royal  highness,  and  acquaint 
ne  with  his  royal  highness'  pleasure. 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
'  B.  C.  Stkfhbvsoh,  Esq."  "  J.  SELLIS." 

In  this  letter,  enough  is  set  forth  to  make  us  re- 
ceive the  evidence  of  Neale  with  caution,  if  not  to 
render  him  unworthy  of  belief  altogether.  Why  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  retained  Neale  in  his  service 
after  his  peculating  tricks  had  been  discovered,  and 
after  the  threat  he  held  out  against  his  royal  master, 
we  must  leave  our  readers  to  discover. 

"The  jory  proceeded  to  examine  the  bed-room  of  the  royal 
dske,  which  they  found  in  a  most  distressing  and  horrible  state.    It 
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could  not  be  discovered  what  his  royal  highness'  nightcap  was 
made  of,  it  being  completely  soaked  in  blood;  the  first  blow  given 
his  royal  highness  was  providentially  prevented  from  proving  fatal, 
from  the  duke  wearing  a  padded  ribbon  bandage  round  hi*  cap, 
and  a  tassel,  which  came  in  contact  with  the  sword;  the  bed-clothes 
generally  were  blooded;  the  paper  of  the  room,  the  prints  and 
paintings,  the  door  at  the  head  of  the  bed  (through  which  his  royal 
highness  endeavoured  to  make  his  escape)  was  cut  with  the  sword  at 
the  time  the  villain  was  cutting  at  the  duhe,  and  the  dark  assassin 
must  have  followed  his  royal  highness  to  the  door  of  an  anti-room, 
which  was  also  spotted  with  blood" 

Supposing  Sellis  to  be  the  villain  here  meant,  the 
wretched  means  he  took  to  accomplish  the  end  in 
view  were  so  inadequate,  that  it  were  quite  impossi- 
ble for  him  to  have  done  all  the  bloody  work  so 
minutely  related,  from  the  position  in  which  the 
parties  were  placed.  The  duke  was  in  a  modern 
high  bed,  his  head  well  protected  with  "  a  padded 
ribbon  bandage/9  the  only  vital  part  of  him  that  was 
above  the  bed-clothes,  and  the  curtains  drawn  around 
him.  Sellis  was  not  taller  than  the  level  of  the  bed- 
clothes, and  yet  he  chose  a  sword  to  attack  his 
recumbent  master! ! !  In  a  contest  so  unequal,  the 
duke  might  have  annihilated  Sellis  in  a  minute. 

"  The  jury  then  proceeded  to  the  room  where  the  corpse  of  the 
deceased  villain  remained.  They  found  it  with  the  whole  of  the 
body  (except  the  head  and  feet)  covered  with  blood ;  the  razor  which 
did  the  deed  in  a  bloody  state.  The  .deceased's  nechcloth  was  cut 
through  in  several  places.  The  drawers,  wash-hand  basin-stand, 
and  the  basin,  were  also  bloody  " 

To  some  people,  such  a  state  of  the  room  may 
appear  any  thing  but  convincing  of  the  guilt  of 
Sellis  ;  yet,  to  such  sensible  men  as  were  on  the 
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jury,  all  confirmed  the  verdict  afterwards  recorded. 
Sellis,  from  his  neckcloth  having  been  "  cut  through 
in  several  places/'  blood  being  sprinkled  in  all  parts 
of  the  room,  and  an  appearance  of  some  one  having 

WASHED    THEIR   HANDS  IN   THE  BASIN,    MUST    have 

been  his  own  murderer,  and  consequently  the  as- 
sassin of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland! 

"  After  the  examination  of  the  rooms,  the  jury  proceeded  to  the 
investigation  of  the  witnesses. 

**  Thomas  Jones,  a  surgeon  and  apothecary,  of  the  Strand,  said 
he  had  attended  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  household  since  the  year 
1803.  He  knew  the  deceased  well.  He  never  saw  him  in  a  low  or 
desponding  way.  The  last  time  he  had  seen  him  was  on  Monday 
evening ;  he  observed  he  was  not  very  well,  from  a  cold.  He  had 
seen  him  on  the  Sunday  previous,  when  he  was  very  anxious  for  the 
state  of  bis  child,  having  lately  lost  one.  On  Tuesday  the  child  got 
better.  Hfe  observed  nothing  particular  about  him  for  six  weeks 
past,  when  he  complained  of  a  pain  in  his  chest.  He  never  com' 
plained  to  km  of  harsh  treatment  from  the  duke.  He  attended  him 
four  or  five  years  since  for  a  pain  in  his  chest,  which  he  said  was 
brought  on  by  riding  on  horseback.  He  understood  he  lived  very 
happy  with  his  wife.  His  wife  told  him  it  was  of  no  use  his  sending 
physic  for  the  pain  in  his  chest,  for  he  would  not  take  it.  He  never 
observed  any  symptoms  of  derangement  in  Aim.*' 

It  will  here  be  perceived,  that  Sellis  was  neither 
deranged,  nor  had  the  slightest  cause  for  attempting 
his  own  life,  or  that  of  his  master.  Is  it  not  sin- 
gular, that  Mr.  Jones  mentioned  nothing  about  the 
wound  in  Sellis*  throat,  or  the  methodical  position  in 
which  the  murdered  man  was  found?  Was  he  per- 
mitted to  examine  the  body?  If  he  was  not,  dark 
suspicion  must  ever  attend  upon  those  who  refused 
any  medical  man  such  a  privilege ;  and  if  he  did 
view  it,  why  not  have  given  his  opinion  of  the  matter? 
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But  this  affords  another  proof  of  the  unfairness  of 
the  proceedings  on  this  inquest 

"  Ann  Neale,  the  housekeeper,  said  she  was  called  up  at  about 
three  o* clock  on  Thursday  morning  by  her  husband  ;  at  the  same 
time  she  heard  the  duke  saying,  '  I  am  murdered.*  She  got  up 
with  all  possible  speed,  and  saw  the  duke  bleeding  very  much  in  the 
valet's  room  :  she  went  with  several  others  to  the  door  of  the  de- 
ceased, to  call  him;  she  found  it  fastened  on  the  inside,  and  no 
answer  was  given  to  their  calls.  She  and  other  servants  went  to 
another  door,  which  opened  to  his  room;  as  they  approached  the 
door,  they  heard  a  noise,  as  if  a  man  was  gargling  water  in  his 
throat.  The  porter  entered  first,  and  he  exclaimed,  '  Good  God! 
Mr,  Seliis  has  cut  his  throat.9  He  was  a  very  obstinate  and  quarrel- 
some man.  He  would  not  bear  contradiction,  not  even  from  the  duke. 
His  royal  highness  and  Princess  Augusta  stood  (by  proxy)  to  his  last 
child.  The  duke  was  very  partial  to  him,  and  allowed  his  family  to 
sleep  in  the  house.  His  royal  highness  allowed  him  to  ride  in  his 
carriage  with  him,  when  travelling,  since  his  illness*  The  Princess 
Elizabeth  gave  his  wife  two  pieces  of  muslin  lately.  The  Princess 
Augusta  made  her  a  present  of  several  articles  of  value.  The  prin- 
cipal acquaintance  the  deceased  had  was  a  Mr.  Greville,  a  servant  to 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dnpree,  wax-chandlers. 
About  three  weeks  since,  he  told  her  Mrs.  Marsh,  the  housekeeper 
to  the  Royal  Cockpit,  was  dead,  and  that  he  should  speak  to  the 
duke  to  give  the  place  to  his  wife ;  and  if  he  did  not  succeed  with 
Lord  Dartmouth  for  that,  he  should  apply  to  him  to  get  his  wife  a 
sinecure,  as  he  had  asked  his  royal  highness  to  get  him  a  messenger's 
place,  but  he  supposed  the  duke  did  not  like  to  part  with  him.  She 
asked  him  about  a  week  since  if  he  had  succeeded.  And  he  replied, 
he  had  not  yet.  He  and  his  family  were  in  so  much  favour,  that 
every  court-day,  when  the  queen  came  to  dress  at  the  duke's  apart- 
ments  for  the  drawing-room,  Seliis*  wife  and  children  were  had 
down  for  the  queen  aud  princess  to  see  them.  On  the  last  draw- 
ing-room the  child  the  princess  stood  for  was  had  into  the  queen's 
private  apartments.  A  special  privilege  was  granted  to  Seliis  of  a 
bell  being  permitted  to  be  put  up,  to  ring  him  to  the  duke  from  his 
family's  apartments.  The  deceased  would  quarrel  with  people  sooner 
than  give  up  a  point.1' 

This  woman's  description  of  the  door  of  Selli** 
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room  being  fastened  inside  was,  doubtless,  thought 
to  be  a  very  clever  affair.  Guilt,  however,  generally 
betrays  itself;  for,  instead  of  bursting  open  the  door 
so  secured,  "  she,  and  other  servants,  went  to  ano- 
ther door,  which  opened  to  his  room/'  and  which 

door  WAS  NOT  FASTENED  INSIDE  !      Now  would  llOt 

the  first  impulse  of  every  person,   unconscious  of 
crhne,  in  such  a  peculiar  situation  as  this  woman  was 
placed,    have   rather  suggested  the  breaking  open 

OF  SELLIS'  DOOR  THAN  GOING  ROUND  TO  ANOTHER?   If 

both  doors  had  been  secured,  the  thing  would  have 
appeared  a  little  more  consistent. 

**  Benjamin  Smith,  porter  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  said,  that 
about  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock,  he  was  called  up  by  the  duke 
and  Xemle,  who  said  his  royal  highness  had  been  murdered.  He 
got  op,  armed  himself  with  a  sword,  and  then  called  to  the  soldiers 
on  guard  not  to  suffer  any  person  to  go  out  of  the  bouse*  He  then 
went  to  call  the  deceased,  but  receiving  uo  answer,  he  went  to  his 
family's  apartments,  and  called  through  the  key-hole*  A  child 
answered  he  was  sleeping  at  the  duke's.  He  then,  with  several 
of  his  fellow-servants,  went  to  Sellis*  apartments  again,  when,  on 
hearing  the  noise  in  his  throat,  he  supposed  somebody  else  was 
murdered  in  the  house.  When  he  first  saw  the  duke,  he  was  covered 
with  blood,  and  Neale  said  the  duke  was  murdered.  There  had  not 
been  any  quarrel  between  any  of  the  servants  and  Sellis,  to  his 
knowledge." 

This  was  the  porter  described  by  the  last  witness 
as  having  exclaimed,  "  Good  God !  Mr.  Sellis  has 
cut  his  throat !"  There  is,  however,  a  little  dif- 
ference between  his  own  statement  and  that  of  Mrs. 
Ncale;  such  as  his  going  "to  his  family's  apart- 
ments" after  u  receiving  no  answer  from  Sellis/*  and 
then  "  returning  to  Sellis*  apartment,  when,  on  hear- 
ing the  noise  in  his  throat,  he  supposed  somebody  eke 
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was  murdered  F  If  this  man  thought  that  Sellis  cut 
his  awn  throat,  as  stated  by  Mrs.  Neale,  what  did  he 
mean  by  saying,  "  he  supposed  somebody  else  was 
murdered  V9  Do  not  the  porter's  own  words  imply, 
that  Sellis  had  been  murdered,  and  not  that  he  had 
murdered  himself?  Yet  the  jury  saw  no  discrepancy 
in  the  evidence  !  !  ! 

"Matthew  Henry  Grasham,  a  servant  of  the  duke's,  said  he 
armed  himself  with  pistols  upon  his  being  called  op.  He  was  not 
able  to  find  his  way  to  Sellis*  apartments  by  the  a  bgu lab  door,  but 
found  his  way  to  another,  when  he  and  his  two  fellow-servants  were 
afraid  to  enter  the  room  on  account  of  the  groans  and  noise  in  the 
throat  of  the  deceased,  although  he  had  two  pistols,  and  another  had 
a  sword.  He  had  been  so  much  frightened  ever  since,  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  visit  the  room  where  the  body  lay.  He  considered 
Sellis  a  civil,  well-behaved  man.  He  seldom  heard  Neale  and 
Sellis  speak  together ;  did  not  suppose  he  ever  heard  them  exchange 
ten  words  together.  The  last  time  the  duke  went  to  Windsor,  he 
took  Sellis  inside  the  coach,  because  he  would  not  expose  him  to  the 
morning  air.  He  never  observed  Sellis  to  be  low  spirited  ;  he  did 
not  appear  so  well  lately  as  in  general,  in  consequence  of  his  having 
a  cold." 

This  witness,  it  appears,  although  terribly  alarmed, 
was  unable  to  find  out  the  regular  door  to  Sellis9 
apartments,  but  found  his  way  to  another,  more  diffi- 
cult of  access.  Now,  without  denying  the  truth  of 
this  statement,  it  seems  rather  singular  that  he  should 
not  have  gone  the  way  he  knew  best;  but,  from  his 
cowardly  nature,  he  probably  followed  Mrs.  Neale, 
who  appeared  to  know  the  easiest  way  of  gaining 

ADMITTANCE  TO  THE  CHAMBER  OF  HORROR.     Grasham 

also  added  his  testimony  to  almost  all  the  other  wit- 
nesses as  to  the  amiable  character  of  the  murdered 
Sellis,  as  well  as  proving  his  perfect  sanity. 
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"  Mr.  Jackson,  a  surgeon. — He  had  examined  the  body  of  the  de- 
owed;  he  found  the  windpipe  completely  divided;  he  hmd  eeem 
lerprwewuii  done  by  a  man's  ewn  hmnde;  the  arteries  on  both  sides 
were  completely  separated ;  he  had  no  doubt  but  they  were  done 
ky  a  raaor,  or  sharp  instrument ;  the  wound  was  fire  or  six  inches 
wide,  sad  an  inch  and  a  half  deep.  He  hmd  ma  other  wommd  t»  Act 
Me,  and  had  no  doubt  but  his  throat  being  cut  was  the  cause  of 
kh  death." 

This  was  the  only  medical  gentleman  allowed  to 
give  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  the  murdered  man's 
wounds.  We  are  totally  unacquainted  with  Mr. 
Jackson,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  actuated  by  any 
malice  towards  him ;  neither  do  we  wish  to  accuse 
him  with  interested  motives  when  he  made  the  above 
statement-  But  Justice  asks,  why  was  not  the  opinion 
of  six  medical  men,  at  least,  recorded  on  this  very 
momentous  head  ?  We  will,  however,  tell  the  reader 
*ky.  One  or  two  other  professional  persons  did  ex- 
amine the  body  of  poor  Sellis,  and,  if  they  had  been 
allowed  to  give  their  opinion,  would  assuredly 
have  convinced  every  honest  man  of  the  impossibi- 
lity of  Sellis  being  his  own  murderer.  One  of 
these,  Dr.  Carpue,  has  frequently  been  heard  to 
say,  that  "  the  head  op  Sellis  was  nearly  severed 
prom  his  body,  and  that  even  the  joint  was  cut 
through!!!"  Dr.  Carpue  has  also  stated,  that  "  no 
man  could  have  the  power  to  hold  an  instrument  in 
his  hand  to  cut  one-eighth  of  the  depth  of  the 
wound  in  the  throat  of  Sellis !" 

"  Sergeant  Creightoo,  of  the  Coldstream  regiment  of  Foot  Guard?, 
™,  in  consequence  of  the  alarm  of  the  duke  being  murdered,  he 
***  with  several  men  into  the  house;  when  they  came  to  the  de- 
CBttfs  room,  the  servant*  were  afraid  to  go  in  on  account  of  the 
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noise ;  he  in  consequence  took  the  candle  from  theuu  He  found  the 
deceased  dead,  with  his  throat  cut,  and  a  razor  about  two  yards 
from  the  bed;  the  deceased  was  quite  dead,  but  not  cold ;  the  blood 
was  then  running  and  frothing  out  of  his  neck.  He  did  not  appear 
to  kave  struggled  with  any  person,  but  had  his  hands  quite  straight 
down  by  his  side.    The  deceased  had  on  pantaloons  and  stockings,** 

Notwithstanding  part  of  this  man's  evidence  was 
suppressed,  we  have  here  sufficient  to  prove  that 
Sellis  was  not  his  own  murderer.  No  man,  after 
cutting  his  head  nearly  off,  could  possibly  throw  a 
razor  "  two  yards  from  his  bed  !"*  A  man,  in  the 
agonies  of  death,  would  rather  have  grasped  the 
deadltf  instrument  in  his  hand  ;  for  this  circumstance 
has  almost  always  been  observed  in  those  persons  com- 
mitting suicide.  Further  than  this,  however,  the 
witness  states,  "  he  did  not  appear  to  have  struggled 
with  any  person,  but  had  his  hands  quite  straight 
down  by  his  side."  Every  man,  who  will  not  ab- 
jectly resign  his  reason,  cannot  deny  that  such  a  po- 
sition of  the  hands  was  contrary  to  the  natural 
struggles  of  a  dying  man,  and  that  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  Sellis  to  have  so  systematically 
laid  out  his  own  body  !  But  the  suppressed  evi- 
dence of  this  sergeant,  which  afterwards  appeared  in 
"  The  News,"  fully  proved  that  the  first  impression 

*  When  the  inquest  was  held,  the  razor  was  found  on  some 
drawers  in  the  room ;  but  it  was  placed  there  by  a  Bow-street  officer, 
by  mistake, — at  least,  so  it  was  reported.  We,  however,  consider 
even  the  very  partial  evidence  published  in  the  "  Morning  Post** 
quite  sufficient  to  prove  that  poor  Sellis  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
razor  himself.  Some  one  else  must  have  thrown  it  "  two  yards  from 
the  bed."  The  murdered  man  could  not  possibly  have  so  exerted 
himself  after  the  infliction  of  such  a  severe  wound ! 
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of  the  duke's  servants  was,  that  Sellis  had  bken 
ajlrdered,  and  not  that  he  had  murdered  himself! 
For  Creighton  says, 

M  Ob  entering  the  house,  accompanied  by  another  sergeant,  and 
tro  or  three  soldiers,  he  met  two  servants,  who  told  him  that  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  had  been  wounded  and  thai  Sellis  was  mur- 
deredr 

This  witness  also  corroborated  some  other  impor- 
tant points,  for  instance : 

"  On  the  floor  before  the  bed  la y  a  white  neckerchief,  cut  In 
several  places.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  room  was  a  wash-hand 
basin,  with  some  water  in  it,  which  looked  as  if  some  person  had 
been  washing  blood  in  it!  The  curtails  were  sjtrmkltd  with  blood9 
as  weU  ms  sever  ml  parts  of  the  room  ;  at  that  time  it  was  brood  dun- 

fight? 

When  we  ask  why  the  "  Morning  Post"  thought 
it  prudent  to  omit  this  and  much  other  important 
evidence,  we  could  give  the  because;  but  our  readers 
will  easily  understand  it ! 

"  James  Ball,  a  footman,  said,  upon  the  alarm  being  given,  he 
inquired  of  a  female  servant  what  was  the  matter.  She  informed 
him  the  duke  was  murdered.  He  went  down  to  the  porter  with  ail 
prssible  speed,  who  desired  him  to  call  Sellis,  which  he  did,  but 
could  not  gain  admittance  ;  he  went  to  the  other  door,  when  be  saw 
the  deceased  with  his  throat  cat  on  his  bed ;  the  sight  was  so  shock- 
ing, he  drew  back  and  almost  fainted.  His  wife  since  told  him  he 
*te  a  hearty  sapper,  shook  hands  with  hcry  and  bid  her  good  night 
at  parting.  He  never  quarrelled  with  the  deceased.  He  understood 
tae  origin  of  the  quarrel  between  Sellis  and  Neale  was  Xealc's  taking 
a  newspaper  out  of  Sellis*  hand*  The  dnke  was  particularly  partial 
to  Sellis,  and  behaved  better  to  him.  he  thought,  than  to  any  other 
servant.  Sellis  and  Neale  were  obliged  frequently  to  be  in  the 
fame  room  together,  but  be  never  observed  any  tiling  particular  be* 
raeen  them.  Sellis  was  a  very  sober  wan.  If  he  was  not  at  the 
dmhe**  apartments  upon  his  business,  he  was  sure  to  be  found  with 
ki»  family.     The  duke  continued  his  kindness  to  the  last.    He  had 
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heard  Sellis  say  he  could  never  be  friendly  with  a  man  (memming 
Neale)  who  had  treated  him  as  he  had  done.  Sellis  used  some  years 
since  to  ride  in  the  carriage  with  the  dnke,  but  since  a  box  has  been 
made  to  the  carriage  he  was  ordered  by  the  duke  to  ride  there.  He 
objected  to  that,  saying  it  shook  hiui  very  much." 

This  servant,  like  most  of  the  others,  was  ordered 
to  call  Sellis,  and  his  evidence,  in  this  particular, 
seems  merely  a  rehearsal  of  the  rest.     The  corro- 
boration which  Ball  here  gave  of  the  excellent  cha~ 
racter  of  Sellis  had  been  sufficient,  one  would  think, 
for  any  jury  to  have  acquitted  the  poor  fellow  of  any 
participation  in  the  attempt  upon  the  duke,  or  with 
being  his  own  murderer.     In  Ball's  evidence,  also, 
the  dislike  which  Sellis  entertained  towards  Neale 
is  again  set  forth,  and  which,  in  our  opinion,  goes  far 
to  prove  the  occasion  of  it,  which  we  have  before  ex* 
plained.    Neale,  in  his  evidence,  attempted  to  turn 
this  dislike  to  his  own  advantage,  by  charging  Sellis 
with  the  attack  upon  his  master,  and  with  endea- 
vouring to  fix  the  crime  upon  him  (Neale)  out  of  re- 
venge!    "  A  guilty  conscience  needs  no  accuser,** — 
a  saying  perhaps  never  better  exemplified ! 

"  Thomas  Creedy,  a  private  in  the  Coldstream  Regiment  of 
Guard?,  who  was  on  duty,  and  the  first  man  who  entered  the  room 
of  Sellis.  The  servant  being  afraid,  he  trembled  so  much  that  he 
let  the  candle  fall,  but  he  caught  it  up,  and  prevented  it  from 
going  out.  After  seeing  Sellis*  throat  cut,  and  hearing  robbers  were 
in  the  house,  he  looked  under  the  bed.  He  did  not  see  a  coat  t»  the 
room,  (which  is  very  small)  although  there  was  a  blue  one  belonging 
to  Sellis,  with  blood  on  the  left  caff,  and  blood  on  the  side.  He 
observed  a  wash-hand  basin  with  blood  on  the  sides,  and  blood  in 
some  water.  The  deceased  did  not  appear  to  have  struggled  with  any 
one;  his  head  was  against  his  tratvh  at  the  head of the  bed.** 

This  was  one  of  the  soldiers  who  accompanied  Ser- 
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geant  Creigfaton ;  but  whether  the  sergeant  or  this  man 
was  the  "  first  who  entered  the  room  of  Sellis, *  is 
not  exactly  clear.  Creighton,  in  his  evidence,  says 
"  it  was  broad  day-light,"  and,  therefore,  why 
candles  were  required  is  rather  difficult  to  compre- 
hend! Yet,  notwithstanding  the  matiness  of  the  room, 
"he  did  not  see  a  coat,  although  (as  he  himself 
confidently  states)  there  was  a  blue  one,  belonging 
to  Sellis."  How  could  this  witness  know  it  belonged 
to  Sellis,  whom  he  probably  never  saw  alive  ?  As  to 
"  blood  being  on  the  left  cuff  and  on  the  side,"  what 
proof  did  he  adduce  of  this,  for  he  himself  never 
saw  the  coat  at  all  ?  He,  however,  observed  a  wash- 
hand  basin,  in  the  very  suspicious  state  described  by 
other  witnesses,  and  gave  the  additional  evidence  of 
Sellis9  head  being  "  against  his  watch  at  the  head  of 
the  bed ;"  indeed,  the  poor  man's  head  only  hung 
by  a  small  piece  of  skin,  and  his  murderers  had 
therefore  placed  it  in  that  position  to  keep  it  from 
falling  off  altogether!  Is  it  not  monstrous,  then, 
that  men  could  be  found  so  lost  to  honor  as  to  record 
a  verdict  of  Jelo  de  se  ? 

"  John  Probert  and  Jobn  Windsor,  two  privates  rn  the  Guards, 
aid  they  were  on  doty  opposite  the  duke's  boose  at  the  time  of 
tie  alarm,  and  were  positive  no  person  went  out  of  the  home  after 
tk  eimrm  woe  given." 

The  evidence  of  these  men  merely  shew,  that 
Sellis  was  murdered  bt  some  one  belonging 
to  the  house,  which  we  see  no  reason  to  dispute. 

'Thomas  Strickland,  under  butler  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
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Duke  of  Cumberland,  said  be  saw  the  deceased  in  the  duke's  bed- 
room about  ten  minntes  before  eleven  o'clock  on  Wednesday  night ; 
he  was  surprised  at  seeing  him  there,  supposing  him  to  be  in  close 
waiting  upon  the  duke.  The  deceased  appeared  to  have  a  skirt  in 
his  hand;  he  looked  very  earnest  at  him,  but  had  a  smile  em  his 
countenance.  He  went  to  take  a  cup/uil  of  light  drink  for  the  duke 
to  take  in  the  night,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  do.  He  never  heard 
Seiiis  speak  disrespectfully  of  the  duke.** 

No  satisfactory  reason  is  here  given  why  this  man 
should  have  felt  surprised  at  seeing  Sellis  in  the  bed- 
room of  his  master;  for  Sellis  was  there  only  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty,  which  the  witness  acknow- 
ledged. How  ardently  have  those  connected  with 
this  black  affair  endeavoured  to  fix  the  odium  upon 
the  murdered  man !  Yet  how  futile,  to  all  reasona- 
ble men,  must  appear  their  observations !  Sellis,  with 
a  "  shirt  in  one  hand,"  and  "  a  cup  of  light  drink'* 
in  the  other,  in  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  bed- 
room, ought  not  to  have  created  surprise  in  any  one, 
knowing  the  peculiar  situation  xchich  Sellis  filled  in 
the  household  of  his  royal  highness  !  Did  Strickland 
really  feel  surprised,  or  was  he  anxious  to  say  so  ? 
But,  it  will  be  observed,  that  even  this  witness  con* 
fessed  "  he  never  heard  Sellis  speak  disrespectfully 
of  the  duke.19  Can  it,  then,  be  believed,  he  was 
guilty  of  the  attack  upon  hfs  royal  master  ? 

"  Sarah  Varley,  housemaid  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  said  she 
put  two  bolsters  into  the  closet  in  the  second  anti-little  room  adjoin- 
ing on  Wednesday  night,  they  being  only  pnt  upon  hia  royal  high- 
ness* bed  for  ornament  in  the  day-time ;  there  was  no  lantern  m 
the  closet  at  the  time  she  put  them  there ,  and  the  dark  lantern  found 
in  tke  closet  is  like  one  she  hod  seen  on  the  deceased's  dressing 
table.  There  tens  no  sword  or  scabbard  when  she  put  the  bolster 
tkere." 
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The  dark  lantern,  sword,  &c,  were  not  in  the 
closet  when  this  woman  went  there  to  put  away  the 
bolsters.  Well,  what  of  that?  Might  they  not 
have  been  put  there  afterwards  f  As  to  "  the  dark 
lantern  found  in  the  closet  being  like  one  she  had 
seen  on  the  deceased's  dressing  table,"  proves  nothing 
against  Sellis,  even  if  this  lady  had  positively  sworn 
to  its  being  the  same.  It  were  very  easy  to  place  a 
lantern  in  Sellis'  room,  and  .afterwards  remove  it  to 
the  aforesaid  closet!  But  we  have  little  doubt  that 
more  than  one  dark  lantern  might  have  been  found  on 
premises  where  so  many  secret  deeds  had  been  done ! 
To  have  made  this  matter  better  evidence,  why  did 
not  some  kind  friend  write  the  name  of  Sellis  on  the 
lantern,  similar  to  the  plan  adopted  with  the  slippers  ? 
Such  a  scheme  might  have  brought  the  very  scrupu- 
lous jury  to  their  verdict  three  hours  sooner,  at  least ! 

**  James  Paulet,  a  valet  to  the  duke,  first  saw  his  royal  highness 
in  his  room  with  Neale  holding  him  up.  The  doke  told  him  he  was 
murdered,  mad  the  murderers  must  be  in  his  room.  The  witness 
replied,  he  was  afraid  they  should  be  all  murdered,  on  seeing  all  the 
doors  opened.  The  duke  insisted  they  should  both  stay  with  him. 
His  royal  highness  repeatedly  catted  far  Sellis.  In  a  short  time 
sfter,  some  person  called  at  the  door  that  Sellis  woe  found  murdered. 
The  auke  appeared  very  anxious  for  the  safety  of  Sellis,  and  as 
soon  as  Surgeon  Home  had  dressed  his  wounds,  he  sent  him  to  attend 
to  Sellis.  Mr.  Home  soon  returned,  and  said  there  was  no  doubt 
but  thai  tie  man  had  killed  himself  Self*  cautioned  him  not  to  be 
friends  with  Neale.  He  complained  to  him  of  the  duke's  making 
him  ride  in  a  dichey,  as  it  shook  him  much,  and  riding  backwards 
snde  him  ill.  Sellis,  however,  had  the  carriage  altered  to  go  easier, 
without  asking  the  duke's  leave,  at  Windsor,  and  he  had  appeared 
content  with  it  ever  since.  Sellis  often  talked  about  leaving  the 
<fake*s  service,  saying,  he  could  not  remain  m  the  family  if  Neale 
s*rf.  He  -urged  him  to  the  contrary,  reminding  him  how  kind  the 
take  was  to  him  and  his  family." 
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The  duke's  anxiety  for  the  services  of  his  faithful 
valet,  Sellis,  manifested  itself  by  his  royal  highness 
repeatedly  calling  for  him.     "  Some  person  called  at 
the  door  that  Sellis  was  found  murdered? — another 
proof  that  the  first  impression  of  the  servants  was  the 
true  one !    Indeed,  truth  is  ever  uppermost  in  the 
mind ;  but  artifice  requires  time  to  mature  its  plans. 
We  are  sure  that  our  readers  will  admire,  with 
us,   the   "  anxiety  of  his  royal  highness   for  the 
safety  of  Sellis ;"  for,  as  soon  as  his  wounds  were 
dressed,  the  duke  sent  his  own  suroeon  to  attend 
Sellis !     Where  shall  we  look  for  greater  CARE  or 
condescension  than  this  ?    How  truly  fortunate  was 
the  duke  in  being  blessed  with  so  expeditious  and  so 
penetrating  a  surgeon !     "  Mr.  Home  soon  returned, 
and  said  there  was  no    doubt   that  the  man    had 
killed  himself!"    Oh,  talented  man !  who  could  per- 
ceive, at  a  glance 9  that  "  the  man  had  killed  him- 
self!"   Dr.  Carpue  must  never  more  pretend  to  a 
knowledge  of  surgery,  when  his  opinion  can  be  set 
aside  by  a  single  glance  of  a  man  of  such  eminence 
in  his  profession  as  Mr.  Home !   As  to  the  joint  in  his 
neck  being  cut  through,  Mr.  Home  easily  accounted 
for.     What !  a  man  cut  his  own  head  off,  and  wash 
his  hands  afterwards!      The  further  testimony  of 
Paulet  only  proves  the  dislike  which  Sellis  entertained 
for  Neale,  and  the  caution  he  gave  to  all  the  other 
servants  to  avoid  him. 

"  The  widow  of  the  deceased  was  examined.  Her  appearance  and 
evidence  excited  the  greatest  compassion  and  interest ;  it  tended  to 
prove  he  teas  a  good  husband,  not  embarrassed  in  his  circumstances, 
and  that  he  had  parted  with  her  in  the  usual  way,  trithout  any  *»*- 
pichn  on  her  part  of  what  he  had  in  contemplation*" 
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Well,  even  this  admission  of  the  substance  of  the 
poor  woman's  evidence  is  sufficient  to  throw  discredit 
upon  the  jury,  who,  "  after  deliberating  for  upwards 
of  an  hour,  returned  a  verdict  ofjeto  de  se."  As 
Mra.Neale's  evidence,  however,  "excited  the  greatest 
compassion  and  interest/9  "  The  Post,"  acting  im- 
partially, ought  to  have  printed  it  at  length,  as  tend- 
ing to  prove  how  little  the  interest  of  Sellis  was  in- 
volved in  his  master's  murder,  and  how  wholly  un- 
prepared the  poor  woman  must  have  been  to  find  her 
husband  accused  of  committing  such  a  deed.  For 
instance : 


M  She  never  beard  him  complain  of  the  treatment  he  received  from 
bis  royal  highness ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  highly  gratified  by  the 
kindness  he  aud  other  branches  of  the  royal  family  had  shewed  him, 
particularly  the  present  of  muslin  which  witness  had  received  from 
the  queen,  and  Princess  Augusta  standing  godmother  to  his  child* 
He  was  not  embarrassed  in  his  circumstances,  for  she  did  not  know 
of  any  debt  he  owed,  but  one  to  the  apothecary.  Since  the  birth  of 
their  last  child,  about  eight  months  ago,  he  never  spent  an  even- 
in?  o*t,  hot  was  always  with  his  family,  when  not  employed  with  the 
duke.  He  belonged  to  no  club  or  society.  Daring  his  illness,  he 
was  sometimes  giddy,  but  never  took  the  medicines  that  were  pre- 
scribed him  by  the  surgeon,  saying  that  regular  living  was  the  best 
medicine.  He  sometimes  talked  of  leaving  the  duke's  service,  on 
account  of  his  disputes  with  Neale ;  but  she  remonstrated  with  him 
on  his  imprudence  in  entertaining  such  a  wish,  when  they  had  a 
good  house  and  plenty  of  coals  and  candles  allowed  them.  The  sub- 
ject was  not  mentioned  within  the  last  two  years.  After  supper  on 
Wednesday,  he  mixed  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water,  which  he  made 
her  drink,  as  she  was  troubled  with  spasms  in  the  stomach.  He 
partook  of  a  little  of  H,  shook  hands,  and  wished  her  a  good  night, 
and  the  meter  saw  him  more  cheerful.  He  took  some  clean  linen 
away  with  him,  and  said  he  would  bring  home  the  dirty  linen  on  the 
following  morning.  She  said  he  was  a  tender  father  aud  an  affec- 
tionate husband*" 
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Let  every  unbiassed  individual  read  this,  and  then 
judge  of  the  monstrous  and  unnatural  verdict  re* 
turned  by  the  jury !  Some  further  statements  were 
given  to  us  by  a  gentleman  who  received  the  com* 
munication,  a  few  years  back,  from  Mrs.  Sell  is 
herself : 

"  The  heart-broken  widow  said,  that  she  had  been  brought  up 
from  a  child  iii  the  service  of  the  Priucess  Augusta,  and  that  he  had 
been  many  years  in  that  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  Their  mar- 
riage had,  therefore,  taken  place  under  the  special  sanction  of  their 
royal  master  aud  mistress.  They  had  one  child,  a  daughter,  to  whom 
the  princess  condescended  to  stand  godmother,  and  it  wus  the  prac- 
tice of  the  parents,  on  the  return  of  every  birth-day,  to  present  the 
child  in  her  best  array  to  her  royal  godmother,  who  always  distin- 
guished her  by  some  little  present  as  a  token  of  recognition.  The 
birth-day  of  the  child  was  a  few  days  after  the  death  of  the  lather  j 
and  the  widow  represents  the  conversation  which  occurred  between 
her  and  her  husband  on  the  evening  of  his  death  as  consisting, 
among  other  things,  in  consultations  as  to  the  cap  and  dress  in 
which  the  child  should  be  presented  to  the  princess;  so  little  did  he 
appear  to  have  in  view  the  event  which  followed.  He  was  socos- 
tomed  to  spend  all  the  time  not  required  on  his  attendance  on  his 
master  with  her,  to  whom  he  was  iu  the  habit  of  communicating  every 
little  incident  in  which  he  was  concerned  that  he  thought  might  be 
interesting  \o  her.  On  the  night  in  question,  he  was  just  as  usual, 
nothing  in  his  conversation  or  manner  betokening  the  least  mg-itn- 
tion9  much  less  the  contemplation  of  the  murder  of  his  master,  on 
whose  favour,  as  she  says,  their  whole  hopes  for  subsistence  and 
comfort  depended.  According  to  her  account,  he  was  habitually 
civil,  sober,  frugal  in  his  little  expenses,  and  attentive  to  his  duties* 
His  wife  and  his  child  appeared  the  whole  world  to  him ;  and  the  poor 
woman  declared,  that  when  he  parted  from  her,  but  a  few  hours  be- 
fore the  dreadful  catastrophe  occurred,  the  committal  of  a  wrong* 
towards  the  duke  appeared  as  improbable  a  proceeding  from  Jkim 
as  the  destruction  of  her  and  her  child.  In  fact,  the  one  was  in- 
volved iu  the  other ;  for  when  these  circumstauccs  came  to  our  know* 
ledge  a  few  years  ago,  she  represented  herself  as  in  temporary  want 
and  distress.*  * 

It  was,  however,  thought  prudent  to  pension  Mrs. 
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Seflis  and  her  mother*  who  offered  her  remarks  very 
fretly  about  this  mysterious  transaction.  They  were 
both  privately  sent  out  of  the  country,  (it  is  believed 
to  Germany)  but,  with  all  our  efforts,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  where  they  now  reside,  as 
their  evidence  had  much  assisted  us  in  proving  the 
statements  made  in  our  work,  entitled  "  The  Au- 
thentic Records/*  &c. 

The  public  appeared  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
verdict  of  the  jury,  and  one  or  two  publications 
spoke  rather  openly  regarding  the  impropriety  and 
suspicious  nature  of  the  whole  proceeding,  throwing 
out  some  dark  insinuations  against  the  royal  duke. 
In  order  to  counteract  this,  Sir  Everard  Home,  the 
extraordinary  man  whose  perceptive  faculties  are 
described  on  the  inquest  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Home, 
published  the  following  declaration  relative  to  it : 

"Much  pains  having  been  taken  to  involve  in  mystery  the  murdbb 
tf  Sella,  the  late  servant  of  his  royal  highness  the  Dnke  of  Cum- 
berland, I  feel  it  a  public  duty  to  record  the  circumstances  respect- 
ing it  that  came  within  my  own  observation,  which  I  could  not  do 
while  the  propagators  of  such  reports  were  before  a  public  tribunal. 

M I  visited  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  upon  his  being  wounded,  and 
farad  my  way  from  the  great  hall  to  his  apartment  by  the  traces  of 
Wood  which  were  left  on  the  passages  and  staircase.  I  found  him  on 
the  bed,  still  bleed  iog,  his  shirt  deluged  with  blood,  and  the  coloured 
drapery,  above  the  pillow,  sprinkled  with  blood  from  a  wounded 
artery,  which  pnts  on  an  appearance  that  cannot  be  mistaken  by 
those  who  have  seen  it.  This  could  not  have  happened  had  not  the 
had  been  lying  on  the  pillow  when  it  wai  wounded.  The  night 
ribbon,  which  was  wadded,  the  cap,  scalp,  and  skull  were  obliquely 
dirided.  so  that  the  pulsation  of  the  arteries  of  the  brain  were  dis- 
tinguished. While  dressing  this  and  the  other  wounds,  report  was 
brought  that  Sellu  woe  wounded,  if  not  murdered.  His  royal 
bighnew  desired  me  to  go  to  him,  as  I  had  declared  his  royal  high- 
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nets  out  of  immediate  danger.  A  second  report  came,  that  SeDb 
was  dead.  I  went  to  his  apartment,  found  the  body  lying  on  him 
side  on  the  bed,  without  his  coat  and  neckcloth,  the  throat  cut  jo 
effectually  that  he  could  not  have  em-rived  above  a  minute  or  two. 
The  length  and  direction  of  the  wound  were  such  as  left  vo  ik>ubt 
of  its  being  given  by  his  own  hand.  Any  struggle  would  have  made 
it  irregular.  He  had  not  even  changed  his  position ;  his  hands  lay 
as  they  do  in  a  person  who  has  fainted  -,  they  had  no  marks  of  vio- 
lence upon  them  ;  his  coat  hung  upon  a  chair,  out  of  the  reach  of 
blood  from  the  bed;  the  sleeve,  from  the  shoulder  to  the  wrist,  was 
sprinkled  with  blood,  quite  dryt  evidently  from  a  wounded  artery  ; 

AND   FROM   SUCH    KIND   OF   SPRINKLING,  THE   ARM    OF   THE  A88AS8IX 

of  the  Dun  of  Cumberland  could  not  escape  ! 

"  In  returning  to  the  duke,  I  found  the  doors  of  all  the  state 
apartments  had  marks  of  bloody  fingers  on  them.  The  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  after  being  wounded,  could  not  have  gone  any  where 
but  to  the  outer  doors  and  back  again,  since  the  traces  of  bieod 
were  confined  to  the  passages  from  the  one  to  the  other" 

"  EVERARD  HOME." 

We  regret,  with  Sir  Everard  Home,  that  "  so 
much  pains  should  have  been  taken  to  involve  in 
mystery  the  murder  of  Sellis,"  but  such  pains  were 
taken  in  the  palace,  and  not  by  the  public  !  Sir 
Everard's  description  of  the  matter,  however,  is  only 
calculated  to  involve  it  in  still  greater  mystery  and 
contradiction !  For  instance,  "  he  found  the  body 
lying  on  his  side  on  the  bed,  the  throat  so  effectually 
cut  that  he  could  not  have  survived  above  a  minute 
or  two  /"  How  a  man  could  cut  his  throat  so  effectu- 
ally, when  lying  on  his  side,  for  "  he  had  not  even- 
changed  his  position,"  is  rather  a  puzzling  matter  to 
people  of  common  sense !  yet  Sir  Everard  says,  "  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  wound  were  such  as  Itfl  no 

DOUBT   OF  ITS  BEING  GIVEN  BY  HIS  OWN  HAND!"      In    a 

conversation  we  had  with  Mr.  Place,  the  foreman  of 
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the  jury,  a  few  weeks  since,  that  gentleman  informed 
us  "the man  lived  TWENTY  MINUTES  qfltr  his 
throat  was  cut!!!99  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
Mr.  Place's  knowledge  of  this  matter  is  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  that  of  Sir  Everard  Home ;  but 
Mr.  Place  urged  this  circumstance  to  us  as  confirm- 
atory op  Sellis  having  murdered  himself.  It  is, 
therefore,  very  extraordinary  that  Sir  Everard  Home 
did  not  set  the  talented  foreman  right  upon  this  all- 
important  point,  as  it  might  have  been  the  means  of 
producing  a  widely-different  verdict!  With  regard 
to  a  the  hands  having  no  marks  of  violence  upon 
them,9  we  can  only  say  that  such  an  account  is  con- 
trary to  the  report  of  other  persons  who  saw  them 
as  well  as  Mr.  Home ;  for  both  his  hands  and  wrists 
bore  evident  marks  of  violence!  The  desire  which 
Sir  Everard  manifests,  in  this  account,  to  bring 
proof  against  Sellis  for  an  attempt  to  assassinate  his 
master  has  more  of  zeal  than  prudence  in  it ;  for,  in 
speaking  of  the  blood  said  to  be  found  upon  Sellis* 
coat,  the  learned  doctor  asserts  it  to  be  "just  such 
kind  of  sprinkling,  the  arm  of  the  assassin  of  the 
duke  could  not  escape !"  How  ridiculous  must  such 
an  observation  as  this  appear  to  any  man,  possessed 
of  common  understanding !  Sellis  was  reported  to 
have  used  a  sword  in  this  pretended  attempt  upon 
his  master's  life,  the  length  of  which  and  the  position 
of  the  duke  would  render  it  next  to  impossible  for  any 
blood  of  the  duke's  to  reach  him  !  The  worthy  knight 
further  says,  when  speaking  of  the  matters  in  Sellis* 
room,  "  his  coat  hung  upon  a  chair,  out  of  the  reach 
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of  blood  from  the  bed  ;*  but  several  witnesses  upon 
the  inquest  stated  that  "  blood  was  found  all  over 
the  room,  and  the  hand-basin  appeared  as  if  some 
person  had  been  washing  blood  in  it."  What  is  the 
reason,  then,  why  blood  might  not  have  been  sprink- 
led upon  the  coat  of  the  murdered  man  as  well  as 
"  upon  the  curtains,  on  several  parts  of  the  floor, 
and  over  the  wash-basin?"  Why  did  Sir  Everard 
Home  omit  to  mention  these  important  particulars 
in  his  attempt  to  explain  away  the  "  mystery  of  the 
murder  of  Sellis  ?*  His  description  of  the  dreadful 
wounds  of  his  royal  master  are  also  rather  at  vari- 
ance with  the  idea  the  duke  himself  gave  qf  tfiem, 

"THE    BEATING    OF  A    BAT  ABOUT  HIS    HEAD!!"        The 

skilful  surgeon  concludes  his  statement  by  saying, 
"  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  after  being  wounded, 
could  not  have  gone  any  where  but  to  the  outer 
doors  and  back  again,  since  the  traces  of  blood  were 
confined  to  the  passages  from  the  one  to  the  other;9' 
when  it  will  be  observed  in  Ne ale's  evidence,  that 
"  the  duke  and  witness  went  to  alarm  the  house, 
and  got  a  light  from  the  porter ! ! !"  Now  we  may 
naturally  suppose  the  porter  slept  at  some  distance 
from  the  duke,  and  therefore  either  Sir  Everard 
Home  or  Neale  must  have  made  a  slight  mistake  in 
this  particular ;  for  we  cannot  accuse  two  such  verit- 
able personages  with  intentionally  contradicting  each 
other!! 

Having  now  carefully  and  dispassionately  examined 
all  the  evidence  brought  forward  to  prove  Sellis  an 
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assassin  and  a  suicide,  we  proceed  to  lay  before  our 
readers  a  few  particulars  tending  to  confirm  an  op- 
posite opinion. 

Mr.  Jew,  then  in  the  household  of  the  duke,  and 
who  probably  is  now  alive,  (information  of  which 
fact  might  be  ascertained  by  application  to  the  King 
of  Belgium)  was  inclined  to  give  his  deposition  upon 
this  subject,  in  the  following  terms,  alleging,  as  his 
reason,  the  very  severe  pangs  of  conscience  he  en- 
dured, through  the  secrecy  he  had  manifested  upon 
this  moat  serious  affair. 

DEPOSITION. 

"  I  was  in  the  duke's  household  in  May,  1810  j 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  31st,  I  attended  his  royal 
highness  to  the  opera ; — this  was  the  evening  pre- 
vious to  Sellis'  death.  That  night  it  was  my  turn 
to  undress  his  royal  highness.  On  our  arriving  at  St 
James',  I  found  Sellis  had  retired  for  the  night,  as  he 
had  to  prepare  his  master's  apparel,  &c,  and  to  accom- 
pany him  on  a  journey  early  in  the  morning. 

"  I  slept  that  night  in  my  usual  room ;  but  Neale, 
another  valet  to  the  duke,  slept  in  an  apartment  very 
slightly  divided  from  that  occupied  by  his  royal  high- 
ness. A  few  days  previous  to  this  date,  I  was  com- 
manded by  my  master  to  lay  a  sword  upon  one  of  the 
sofas  in  his  bed-chamber,  and  I  did  so.  After  undres- 
sing his  royal  highness,  I  retired  to  bed.  I  had  not 
long  been  asleep,  when  I  was  disturbed  by  Neale,  who 
told  me  to  get  up  immediately,  as  my  master  the  duke 
was  nearly  murdered!    I  lost  no  time,  and  very  soon 
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entered  his  royal  highness*  bed-room.  His  royal 
highness  was  then  standing  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the 
chamber,  apparently  quite  cool  and  composed,  his  shirt 
was  bloody,  and  he  commanded  me  to  fetch  Sir  Henry 
Halford,  saying,  *  I  am  severely  wounded/  The 
sword,  which  a  few  days  before  I  had  laid  upon  the 
sofa,  was  then  lying  on  the  floor,  and  was  very  bloody. 
I  went  with  all  possible  haste  for  Sir  Henry,  and  soon 
returned  with  him.  I  stood  by  when  the  wounds 
were  examined,  none  of  which  were  of  a  serious  na- 
ture or  appearance.  That  in  his  hand  was  the  most 
considerable. 

"  During  this  period,  which  was  ntarly  two  hours, 
neither  Neale  nor  Sellis  had  been  in  the  duke's  room, 
which  appeared  to  me  a  very  unaccountable  circum- 
stance. At  length,  when  all  the  bustle  of  dressing 
the  wounds  (which  were  very  inconsiderable)  was 
over,  and  the  room  arranged,  the  duke  said,  •  Call 
Sellis  !'  I  went  to  Sellis9  door,  and,  upon  opening  it, 
the  most  horrific  scene  presented  itself:  Sellis  was 
lying  perfectly  straight  in  the  bed,  the  head  raised  up 
against  the  head-board,  and  nearly  severed  from  the 
body ;  his  hands  were  lying  quite  straight  on  each 
side  of  him,  and  upon  examination  I  saw  him  welter- 
ing in  blood,  it  having  covered  the  under  part  of  the 
body.  He  had  on  his  shirt,  his  waistcoat,  and  his 
stockings ;  the  inside  of  his  hands  were  perfectly  clean, 
but  on  the  outside  were  smears  of  blood.  His  watch 
was  hanging  up  over  his  head,  wound  up.  His  coat 
was  carefully  folded  inside  out,  and  laid  over  the 
back  of  a  chair.     A  razor,  covered  with  blood,  was 
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Mag  at  a  distance  from  his  body,  but  too  far  off  to 
hue  been  used  by  himself,  or  to  have  been  thrown 
there  by  him  in  such  a  mutilated  condition,  as  it 
was  very  apparent  death  must  have  been  immediate 
after  such  an  act. 

M  The  wash-basin  was  in  the  stand,  but  was  half 
full  of  bloody  water!  Upon  examining  Sellis* 
cravat,  it  was  found  to  be  cut.  The  padding  which 
he  usually  wore  was  covered  with  silk  and  quilted ; 
but,  what  was  most  remarkable,  both  the  padding 
atd  the  cravat  were  cct,  as  if  some  person  had 
node  an  attempt  to  cut  the  throat  with  the  cravat 
on ;  thai,  finding  the  woollen  or  cotton  stuffing  to 
impede  the  razor,  took  it  off,  in  order  more  readily 
to  effect  the  purpose. 

**  During  the  time  the  duke's  wounds  were  being 
dressed,  the  deponent  believes  Neale  was  absent,  in 
obedience  to  arrangement,  and  was  employed  in  lay- 
ing Seflis*  body  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  disco- 
vered, as  it  was  an  utter  impossibility  that  a  self-mur- 
derer could  have  so  disposed  of  himself. 

"  Deponent  further  observes,  that  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough  undertook  to  manage  this  afiair,  by  arranging 
the  proceedings  for  the  inquest ;  and  also  that  every 
witness  was  previously  examined  by  him ;  also,  that 
the  first  jury,  being  unanimously  dissatisfied  with 
the  evidence  adduced,  as  they  were  not  permitted  to 
see  the  body  in  an  undressed  state,  positively  re- 
fund to  return  a  verdict,  in  consequence  of  which, 
they  were  dismissed,  and  a  second  jury  summoned 

and  empanneDed,  to  whom,  severally,  a  special  mes- 
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senger  had  been  sent,  requesting  their  attendance, 
and  each  onfe  of  whom  was  directly  or  indirectly 
connected  with  the  court,  or  the  government.  That, 
on  both  inquests,  the  deponent  had  been  omitted, 
and  had  not  been  called  for  to  give  his  evidence, 
though  it  must  have  been  known,  from  his  personal 
attendance  and  situation  upon  the  occasion,  that  he 
must  necessarily  have  been  a  most  material  witness. 
The  second  jury  returned  a  verdict  against 
Sellis,  and  his  body  was  immediately  put  into  a 
shell,  and  conveyed  away  a  certain  distance  for  inter- 
ment. The  duke  was  privately  removed  from  St 
James*  Palace  to  Carlton  House,  where  his  royal 
highness  manifested  an  impatience  of  manner,  and  a 
perturbed  state  of  mind,  evidently  arising  from  a 
conscience  ill  at  ease.  But,  in  a  short  time,  he  ap- 
peared to  recover  his  usual  spirits,  and  being  hurt 
but  in  a  very  trifling  degree,  he  went  out  daily  in  a 
sedan  chair  to  Lord  Ellenborough's  and  Sir  William 
Phipps',  although  the  daily  journals  were  lamenting 
his  very  bad. state  of  health,  and  also  enlarging,  with 
a  considerable  expression  of  sorrow,  upon  the  mag- 
nitude of  his  wounds,  and  the  fears  entertained  for 
his  recovery  !M 

The  further  deposition  of  this  attendant  is  of  an 
important  character,  and  claims  particular  considera- 
tion.    He  says, 

"  I  was  applied  to  by  some  noblemen  shortly  after 
this  dreadful  business,  and  very  strongly  did  they 
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solicit  me  to  make  a  full  disclosure  of  all  the  im- 
proper transactions  to  which  I  might  have  been  made 
a  party  upon  this  solemn  subject  1  declined  many 
times,  but  at  length  conceded,  under  a  binding  en- 
gagement that  I  should  not  be  left  destitute  of  com- 
forts or  abridged  of  my  liberty ;  and,  under  special 
engagements  to  preserve  me  from  such  results,  1 
have  given  my  deposition." 

(Signed)        "  JEW." 

The  fact  of  two  juries  being  summoned  has  been  ac- 
knowledged by  the  coroner,  in  his  affidavit  before  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  April  last  The  affidavit 
of  this  gentleman,  however,  contains  so  many  errors, 
that  we  here  introduce  an  exposition  of  it,  as  given 
by  the  talented  D.  Wakefield,  esq.,  in  shewing  cause 
against  the  rule  being  made  absolute  in  the  case  of 
«  Cumberland  r.  Phillips." 

"  Mr.  Wakefield  said  it  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  court, 
tkat  thia  was  a  rale  obtained  by  Sir  Charles  Wetherell,  for  a  libel 
contained  in  m  publication  relating  to  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of 
Csmberiand.  He  would  not  read  the  alleged  libel  in  detail  now, 
bat  confine  himself  first  to  the  affidavit  of  Samuel  Thomas  Adams, 
tae  coroner  who  had  held  the  inquest  on  Sellis.  It  was  necessary  that 
at  should  read  the  affidavit,  as  he  had  to  offer  several  remarks 
tponit." 


The  learned  counsel  then  read  the  affidavit,  as 
follows: 

}■  ft>  tor*  Beac|. 

"  Samuel  Tnomas  Adams  of  No  9  Davis  street  Berkeley  square 
»  the  Counts  of  Middlesex  solicitor  maketh  oath  and  saith  that  he 
ba  seen  a  certain  book  or  publication  entitled  "  The  Authentic 
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Records  of  the  Court  of  England  for  the  last  Seventy  Years"  pur* 
porting  to  be  published  in  London  by.  J.  Phillips  334  Strand  1832 
and  that  in  the  said  book  or  publication  are  contained  the  following 
statements  or  passages  which  this  deponent  has  read  that  is  to  say — ** 

[Here  the  deponent,  lawyer-like,  set  out  the  whole 
of  the  pretended  libel,  as  published  in  the  "  Authen- 
tic Records,"  for  the  purpose  of  putting  us  to  all  the 
expense  and  trouble  possible.] 


"  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  was  coroner  for  the 
verge  of  the  King's  Palace  at  St.  James's  in  the  mouth  of  June  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  before  whom  the  inquest  on  the  body 
of  Joseph  Sellis  referred  to  in  the  aforesaid  passages  extracted  from 
the  said  book  or  publication  was  held  and  that  it  is  not  true  as  stated 
in  the  aforesaid  passages  that  Lord  Ellen  borough  undertook  to  ma- 
nage the  affair  by  arranging  the  proceedings  upon  the  said  inquest 
or  that  every  witness  or  as  this  depouent  believes  any  witness  was 
previously  examined  by  the  said  Lord  EUenborough  or  that  the  first 
jury  for  the  reasons  in  the  aforesaid  passages  alleged  or  for  any  other 
reasons  refused  to  return  a  verdict  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  dismissed  and  a  second  jury  summoned  and  empaunelied  to 
whom  fever  ally  a  special  messenger  had  been  sent  rcqucstiug  their 
attendance  and  each  of  whom  was  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  the  court  or  the  government  And  this  deponent  further  6aith 
that  it  is  not  true  that  any  person  was  omitted  as  a  witness  whose 
evidence  was  known  or  could  be  suspected  to  be  material  but  on  the 
contrary  this  deponent  saith  that  when  the  death  of  the  said  Joseph 
Sellis  was  notified  to  him  he  as  such  coroner  as  aforesaid  was  re- 
quired to  hold  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  the  said  Joseph  Sellis  and 
that  it  beii.g  required  by  a  statute  pass  d  in  the  twenty-third  year 
of  Henry  the  Eighth  chapter  twelve  that  in  case  of  death  happening 
in  any  of  the  king's  palaces  or  houses  where  his  majesty  should  then 
happen  to  be  and  in  respect  of  which  death  an  inquest  should  be 
necessary  that  the  jury  on  such  inqnest  should  be  composed  of  twelve 
or  more  of  the  yeoman  officers  of  the  king's  household  to  be  returned 
in  the  manner  therein  particularly  mentioned  he  this  deponent  in  the 
first  instance  issued  as  such  coroner  as  aforesaid  an  order  that  a  jury 
should  be  summoned  composed  of  the  said  yeoman  officers  of  the 
king's  household  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  said  statute     Bat 
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this  deponent  saith  thai  believing  it  lo  be  important  that  the  cause 
and  circumstances  of  the  death  of  the  said  Joseph  Sellis  should  be 
investigated  in  the  most  public  and  impartial  manner  ke  took  upon 
kLaself  the  responsibility  of  not  complying  with  tke  strict  letter 
•/mem  statute   as  aforesaid  end  countermanded  the  first  order 
e*  aforesaid  for  summoning  such  jury  m  conformity  to  tke  said 
itatmu  and  instead  thereof  directed  a  jury  to  ke  summoned  eon- 
nsting  of  persons  not  being  yeomen  officers  of  tke  king's  kousekeld 
but  living  at  a  distance  from  and  totally  unconnected  with  the  palace 
of  St.  James's    And  this  deponent  farther  saith  that  thereupon  his 
agent  a*  this  deponent  has  been  informed  and  believes  took  the 
summoning  officer  to  Francis  Place  of  Charing  Cross  man's  mercer 
and  that  the  said  Francis  Place  then  mentioned  to  the  agent  of  this 
deponent  the  names  of  many  persons  fit  and  eligible  to  compose  such 
jury  and  out  of  such  persons  so  summoned  by  the  officer  as  afore- 
said an  impartial  jury  was  formed  of  which  jury  the  said  Francis 
Fbce  was  foreman    And  this  deponent  saith  that  before  such  jury 
so  summoned  and  duly  sworn  he  as  coroner  proceeded  on  the  first  day 
of  June  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  teu  to  hold  an  inquest  on 
the  body  of  the  said  Joseph  Sellis    And  this  deponent  further  saith 
that  the  court  which  under  other  circumstances  would  have  been  a 
close  one  he  this  deponent  directed  to  be  thrown  open  to  the  public 
and  all  persons  without  distinction    And  this  deponent  believes  the 
tame  was  done  and  that  all  persons  without  distinction  were  ad- 
mitted into  snch  court  amongst  whom  were  many  reporters  for  the 
newspapers  who  attended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  and  did  take  notqs 
of  the  proceedings  and  of  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  examined 
upon  such  inquest     And  this  deponent  farther  saith  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  said  inquest  the  several  informations  on  oath  of 
the  principal  witnesses  taken  on  that  and  the  preceding  day  by  John 
Reid  Esquire  the  then  chief  magistrate  of  the  police  were  read  over 
and  handed  to  the  said  jury  to  enable  them  the  better  to  examine 
such  witnesses  respectively  and  such  witnesses  were  respectively 
resworn  before  this  deponeqt  as  coroner  and  permitted  to  make  any 
addition  to  their  evidence  so  given  before  the  magistrate  as  aforesaid 
and  that  each  and  every  of  such  witnesses  had  foil  opportunities  of 
making  any  addition  to  such  testimony  which  they  thought  proper 
Aad  this  deponent  further  saith  that  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  as  far  as  they  could  be  collected  were  carefully  and  impartial] y 
scrutinized  by  the  said  jury  and  that  all  the  evidence  which  could  be 
collected  and  brought  forward  and  that  every  person  wasxalled  before 
the  said  jury  and  examined  as  a  witness  and  no  person  was  omitted 
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to  be  called  and  examined  who  would  have  been  or  who  it  could  be 
supposed  would  hare  been  a  material  witness  And  this  deponent 
farther  smith  that  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  the  said  jury  proceeded 
to  the  apartment  where  the  body  of  the  said  Joseph  Sellis  had  been 
first  discovered  and  was  then  lying  and  did  then  carefully  view  ex- 
amine and  inspect  the  body  of  the  said  Joseph  Sellis  and  all  the 
other  circumstances  deemed  by  them  necessary  to  be  examined  into 
and  ascertained  in  any  way  touching  the  death  of  the  said  Joseph 
Sellis  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  locked  the  doors  of 
the  apartment  in  which  the  body  of  the  said  Joseph  Sellis  was  found 
and  did  not  permit  the  same  to  be  inspected  nor  the  state  and  posi- 
tion of  the  said  body  to  be  disturbed,  from  the  first  discovery  of 
such  body  in  the  aforesaid  apartment  until  the  same  was  inspected 
by  the  said  jury  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  on  the  con- 
clusion of  the  investigation  the  said  jury  immediately  and  unani- 
mously returned  a  verdict  that  the  said  Joseph  Sellis  voluntarily  and 
feloniously  as  a  Jelo  de  $e  murdered  himself  And  this  deponent 
further  saith  that  the  proceedings  upon  the  said  inquest  were  in  all 
respects  regular  except  as  to  the  jury  not  consisting  of  the  yeoman 
officers  of  the  king's  household  and  that  such  proceedings  were 
themselves  conducted  in  the  most  fair  open  and  impartial  manner 
and  that  the  verdict  so  found  by  the  jury  as  aforesaid  was  a  just  true 
and  honest  verdict  and  that  there  is  not  the  smallest  ground  for 
supposing  or  alleging  any  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof* 

"  SAMK  THO8.  ADAMS.*9 
"  Sworn  in  Court  the  eighteenth 

day  of  April  1832—%  the  Court." 

"  The  first  remark  be  had  to  submit  to  the  court  iu  this  case  was. 
that  a  person  who  applied  for  an  extraordinary  remedy  by  criminal 
information,  must  deny  all  the  charges  contained  in  the  libel.  The 
rank  of  the  illustrious  individual  in  this  case  made  no  difference  with 
respect  to  that  point.  Now  the  court  would  find,  by  the  affidavit  of 
Mr.  Adams,  the  coroner,  that  one  of  the  main  parts  of  this  alleged 
libel,  so  far  from  being  contradicted,  was  SUBSTANTIATED.— he 
alluded  to  the  fact  of  there  having  been  TWO  JURIES  summoned 


*  Whatever  our  readers  may  think  of  this  jumble  of  words,  ire 
assure  them  it  is  verbatim  from  the  original  affidavit,  which  is 
without  points,  as  lawyers  consider  such  matters  unnecessary. 
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to  isqaiie  into  the  rircunistances  relating  to  the  death  of  Sellis.    He 
<&)  not  mean  to  any  that  that  fact  fanned  any  justification  for  the 
publication  of  the  libel ;  bat  the  feet  itself  was  certainly  extremely 
important,  and  Mr.  Adams'  affidavit  contained  the  reasons  why  the 
mode  pointed  oat  by  the  act  of  parliament  for  summoning  juries  in 
sack  cases  had  been  departed  from.    The  fact  of  there  having  been 
two  jniics  summoned  was  no  donbt  sufficient  to  induce  any  person 
to  believe  that  there  was  some  reason  for  that  proceeding,  which  was 
cot  apparent  on  the  face  of  it.   Mr.  Adams  had  described  the  manner 
in  which  the  jnry  were  summoned.   He  said  he  sent  the  summoning 
officer  to  Mr.  Place,  man's  mercer,  of  Charing-cross ;  but  Mr.  Place 
was  not  the  coroner  for  the  verge  of  the  King's  Palace,  and  had  no 
authority  to  act.     He  would  leave  it  to  the  court  to  form  their  own 
opinion,  whether  or  not  this  departure  from  the  usual  course  was  or 
«w  bot  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  impartial  trial.     The  affi- 
davit showed  that  Mr.  Adams  had  flown  in  the  face  of  the  act  of 
parliament,  and  the  statement  in  the  Authentic  Records,  that  there 
had  been  a  second  inquest,  was  CORROBORATED  by  that  affida- 
vit   Mr.  Adams  had  referred  to  the  act  of  parliament,  as  being  that 
of  the  23rd  of  Henry  VIIL,  whereas  it  was  that  of  the  33rd  of  Henry 
VIII. :  that  was  no  doubt  a  trifling  circumstance,  but  it  tended  to 
thow  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Adams  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office.     Mr.  Adams  had  stated  that  summonses  had  been  drawn  up 
for  summoning  two  juris*,  but  those  for  summoning  the  first 
were  not  used  ;  but  the  reason  he  gave  was  most  unsatisfactory.    He 
had  no  right  to  seud  to  Mr.  Place,  and  Mr.  Place  had  no  right  to  act 
as  coroner  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Wakefield)  submitted  that  the  court  ought 
to  require  an  affidavit  from  Mr.  Place  to  corroborate  what  Mr.  Adams 
had  stated.     He  believed  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  the 
inquest  might  be  quashed,  as  beiug  illegal ;  and  it  certainly  might 
hare  been  quashed  if  Sellis  had  had  any  goods,  which  would  have 
been  subject  to  an  extent  at  the  suit  of  the  crown.     At  all  events, 
Mr.  Adams  might  have  been  prosecuted  for  a  breach  of  duty.  There 
«at  another  point  which,  though  of  a  trifling  nature,  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  adverting  to,  in  order  to  show  that  the  inquest  was  il- 
legal.   By  the  28  Henry  VI11.  c.  12,  the  jury  in  cases  of  this  de- 
scription were  to  be  summoned  from  the  verge  of  the  court.     Now 
this  applied  to  the  court  sitting  at  Whitehall ;  but  at  the  time  in 
question  the  court  was  sitting  at  St.  James*,     'ITie  summoning, 
therefore,  was  clearly  not   good,  and  the  jury,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Place's  junta,  could  not  legally  hold  an  inquest  on  the  body  of 
Sell*." 
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Four  other  mistakes,  also,  in  the  coroner's  affi- 
davit were  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Place  himself  in  a 
letter  to  the  public. 

1.  Mr.  Adams  says,  "  be  issued  an  order  to  summon  a  jury  of 
persons  of  the  king's  household,  but  that  he  rescinded  the  order,  and 
summoned  a  jury  of  persons  who  lived  at  a  distance,  and  were  wholly 
unconnected  with  St.  James'  Palace. "  Mr.  Adams  most  by  these 
words  mean  that  he  summoned  a  jury  from  the  only  place  to  which 
his  power  extended ;  namely,  *•  the  verge  of  the  court/' — a  small 
space,  and  from  amongst  the  few  tradesmen  who  resided  within  its 
limits.  /  never  before  heard  that  he  had  issued  any  order  to 
summon  a  jury  of  persons  of  the  king's  household. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  says,  that  his  "  summoning  officer  applied  to 
Francis  Place,  of  Charing  Cross,  for  the  names  of  persons  whowrre 
eligible  to  compose  a  jury,  and  that  out  of  such  persons  an  impartial 
jury,  of  which  Francis  Place  was  the  foreman,  assembled  -on  the  1st 
of  June,  1810."  Mr.  Adams  probably  speaks  from  memory,  and 
is,  therefore,  incorrect,  He  might,  to  be  sure,  have  instructed  his 
officer  to  apply  to  me;  but,  if  he  did,  it  was  a  Strang r  proceed- 
ing. The  officer  was  in  the  habit  of  summoning  juries  within  the 
verge,  and  must  have  known  much  better  than  I  did  who  were  eligi- 
ble. The  jurors  could  not  have  been  indicated  by  me,  since,  of 
seventeen  who  formed  the  inquest,  five  were  wholly  unknown  to  me, 
either  by  name  or  person ;  aud  amopgst  the  seven  who  did  not  attend, 
there  were  probably  others  who  were  also  unknown  to  me.  The 
number  of  persons  liable  to  be  summoned  is  so  small,  that  it  has 
been  sometimes  difficult  to  constitute  an  inquest,  and  there  is  no 
room  either  for  choice  or  selection. 

3.  Mr.  Adams  says,  "  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  were  taken 
by  John  Read,  the  then  chief  police  magistrate,  and  were  read  to 
the  witnesses,  who  were  severally  asked  if  they  had  any  thing  to  add 
to  them."  This,  if  left  as  Mr.  Adams  has  put  it,  would  imply 
negligence  on  the  part  of  an  inquest  which  was  more  than  usually 
diligent  and  precise.  The  depositions  were  read,  but  not  one  of 
them  was  taken  as  the  evidence  of  a  witness.  Every  person  who  ap- 
peared as  a  witness  was  carefully  and  particularly  examined,  and  the 
order  in  which  the  evidence  was  taken,  and  the  words  used,  differ 
from  the  depositions;  the  evidei.ee  is  also  much  longer  than  the  de- 
positions. Both  are  before  me.  The  inquest  examined  seven  mate- 
rial witnesses,  who  had  not  made  depositions  before  Mr.  Read. 
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4.  Mr*  Adam  wy*  "the  Jury  immediately  and  nnam'moutlg  re- 
turned a  verdict  that  the  deceased,  Joseph  Sell  is,  voluntarily  and 
feloniously  murdered  himself.'*  The  jury  of  seventeen  persons  were 
every  one  convinced  that  Sellis  had  destroyed  himself,  yet  two  of 
them  did  not  concur  in  the  verdict,— -one,  because  be  could  not  be- 
lieve that  a  sane  man  ever  put  an  end  to  his  own  existence ;  and 
Mother,  because  he  could  not  satisfy  himself  whether  or  no  Sellis 
wis  sane  or  insane. 

FRANCIS  PLACE. 

Charing  Cross,  April  19,  1832. 

The  very  morning  this  letter  was  published,  we 
called  on  Mr.  Place,  who  repeated  the  substance  of 
it  to  us,  adding  that  Sir  Charles  Wetherell  had  sent 
a  person  to  him  for  his  affidavit,  which  he  refused 
in  a  letter  to  the  learned  knight,  condemning  the 
whole  proceeding  of  criminal  information.  Mr. 
Place  read  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  us,  and  promised 
he  would  publish  it  if  ever  a  sufficient  reason  pre- 
sented itself.  It  was  an  admirable  composition,  and 
did  credit  to  the  liberality  of  the  writer's  opinions. 

As  to  the  affidavits  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
and  Neale,  they  contain  nothing  but  what  other 
people  in  similar  situations  would  say, — they  deny  all 
knowledge  of  Sellis9  murder,  and  of  unnatural  con- 
duct. Whoever  thought  of  requiring  them  to  crimi- 
nate themselves  ?  But  affidavits,  from  interested  per- 
sons are  not  worth  much.  The  notorious  Bishop 
ofClogher,  for  instance,  exculpated  himself  in  a 
criminal  information  by  an  affidavit,  and  the  result 
*as,  the  man  who  published  the  truth  of  that  wretch 
groaned  in  a  jail ! ! !  Sir  Charles,  therefore,  had  no 
occasion  to  boast  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  cha- 
ritable mode  of  proceeding  against  us  by  criminal  in- 
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formation,  instead  of  commencing  an  ex-qfficio  action ; 
for  in  neither  of  these  modes  of  procedure  does  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  the  charge  form  an  object  of  con- 
sideration.  We  are,  therefore,  prevented  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  and  his  adherents  from  proving  the 
truth  of  the  statements  we  made  in  "  The  Authentic 
Records"  in  a  court  qf  law ;  but  where  resides  the 
power  that  shall  rob  us  of  the  glorious  LIBERTY 
OF  THE  PRESS  ?     We  are  the  strenuous  advo- 
cates of  the  right  to   promulgate  truth, — of  the 
right  to  scrutinize  public  actions  and  public  men, — 
of  the  right  to  expose  vice,  and  castigate  mischievous 
follies,  even  though  they  may  be  found  in  a  palace  ! 
The  free  exercise  of  this  invaluable  privilege  should 
always  be  conceded  to  the  historian,  or  where  will 
posterity  look  for  impartial  information  ?  In  this  cha- 
racter only  did  we  publish  what  we  believed,  and 
still  believe,  to  be  the  truth  in  our  former  work  of 
u  The  Authentic  Records,"  and  which  we  have  con- 
siderably enlarged  upon  in  our  present  undertaking, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  our  sacred  duty, 
and  not  with  the  idea  of  slandering  any  man !     If 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  proved  our  statement 
false,  we  would  have  freely  acknowledged  our  error, 
as  every  man  ought  to  do  who  seeks  fairly  and  honor* 
ably  to  sustain  a  noble  function  in  the  purity  of  its 
existence.    We  know  there  are  writers  who  seek, 
not  to  enlighten,  but  to  debase ;  not  to  find  amuse- 
ment, but  to  administer  poison  ;  not  to  impart  infor- 
mation, either  political,  moral,  or  literary,  but  to  in- 
dulge in  obscenity, — to  rake  up  forgotten  falsehoods, 
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and  disseminate  imputed  calumnies!  To  such,  the 
sanctuary  of  private  life  is  no  longer  inviolable ;  the 
feelings  of  the  domestic  circle  are  no  longer  sacred ; 
retirement  affords  no  protection,  and  virtue  inter* 
poses  no  defence,  to  their  sordid  inroads.  Upon  of- 
fences like  these,  we  would  invoke  the  fiercest  pe- 
nalties of  the  law.  The  interests  of  society  demand 
it,  and  the  rights  of  individuals  claim  it !  Bnt  our 
strictures  and  exposures  are  of  a  widely-different  cha- 
racter,— not  if  they  were  Jalse, — but  because  their 
truth  must  be  apparent  to  every  unbiassed  indivi- 
dual in  this  mighty  empire !  With  this  conviction 
alone  we  stated  them,  and  even  Sir  Charles  Wetherell 
himself  said  we  "  seemed  to  have  no  other  motive  in 
stating  them  only  for  the  purpose  of  stating  them  !" 
We  are  not  disposed  to  comment  upon  this  part  of 
the  learned  counsel's  speech,  as  it  proves  all  we  want 
to  prove  regarding  our  motives. 

This  year  was  not  less  remarkable  for  the  king's 
family  sorrows  than  for  public  grievances.  His  ma- 
jesty was  nearly  childish  and  blind.  The  queen 
dreaded  the  ascendency  of  the  popular  voice  in 
favour  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  the  Princess 
Charlotte  exhibited  a  resolute  spirit,  which  it  was 
feared  would  end  to  the  unhappiness  of  the  puissant 
queen.  The  Princess  Amelia  suffered  under  in- 
describable sorrows,  both  bodily  and  mental,  which 
ultimately  terminated  her  earthly  career  on  the  2nd 
rf  November. 

Many  representations  were  made  to  the  public  of 
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the  numerous  visits  made  to  the  Princes*  Amelia  bj 
the  king,  and  their  affecting  final  interview.  W< 
believe  we  may,  with  truth,  say  those  representa- 
tions were  erroneous ;  for  the  king's  malady  was  ol 
too  serious  a  nature  to  admit  of  any  new  excitement, 
and  the  peculiar  regard  he  entertained  for  this 
daughter  would  not  allow  his  hearing  of  her  suffer- 
ings  in  any  shape,  without  feeling  the  most  acute 
pain. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  also  still  pursued  the  most 
dissipated  rounds  of  pleasure,  making  his  very  name 
hateful  to  every  virtuous  ear.  The  house  of  royalty, 
indeed,  seemed  divided  against  itself. 

General  historians  say  that  the  year 
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was  not  marked  by  any  very  particular  events  of 
much  interest,  either  to  kings  or  kingdoms ;  yet  we 
must  differ  from  them  in  this  opinion,  inasmuch  as, 
at  its  commencement,  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  ap- 
pointed  Regent,  and  the  king's  person  confided  to 
the  care  of  the  queen,  conjointly  with  archbishops, 
lords,  and  other  adherents  of  her  majesty. 

The  session  was  opened  on  the  12th  of  February; 
and  the  speech,  delivered  by  commission,  in  the 
name  of  the  regent,  expressed  unfeigned  sorrow  at 
the  king's  malady,  by  which  the  exercise  of  the 
royal  authority  had  devolved  upon  his  royal  highness. 
It  also  congratulated  parliament  and  the  country  on 
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the  success  of  his  majesty's  arms,  by  land  and  sea, 
and  did  not  forget  to  beg  for  further  supplies, — so 
muck  required. 

Let  us  here  inquire  the  cause  that  prevented 
the  amiable  regent  from  opening  the  session  in  per* 
son.  Had  his  mistresses  detained  him  too  late  in 
the  morning  ?  or  had  they  played  a  designed  part 
with  him,  to  prove  their  superior  domination  ?  or  had 
he  been  in  his  most  privately-retired  apartments, 
conversing  with  a  Jew  of  the  male  favourites  of  his 
household  in  ITALIAN  ?  If  either  of  these  do  not 
give  the  true  reason  of  his  absence,  we  may  be  sure 
to  ascertain  it  upon  inquiry  of  the  vintner  or  faro- 
table  keeper.  Here  the  different  degrees  of  morality, 
contrived  by  custom  and  keeping  the  people  in  igno- 
rance, are  well  illustrated ! 

The  queen  was  much  at  Windsor  at  this  period, 
she  being  obliged,  by  etiquette,  to  hear  the  bulletins 
issued  by  the  physicians  concerning  his  majesty's 
health,  or  her  ajffection  for  the  afflicted  king  would 
not  have  produced  so  great  a  sacrifice  on  her  part. 

In  this  year,  the  disgraced  Duke  of  York  was  re- 
stored to  his  former  post  of  commander-in-chief;  al- 
though, but  a  short  period  before,  he  was  found 
guilty  of  being  privy  to,  if  not  actually  and  per- 
sonally, disposing  of  situations  in  the  army,  by  which 
traffic,  very  large  amounts  bad  been  realized  by  one 
of  his  royal  highness9  mistresses. 

The  money  required  for  this  year's  supply 
amounted  to  Jffty-six  millions  !  The  distress  in-  all 
the  manufacturing  districts,  notwithstanding,  was  of 
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the  heaviest  nature  ;  while,  instead  of  ministers  de- 
vising means  to  relieve  the  starving  poor,  oppressive 
enactments  were  substituted. 

Let  it  not  here  be  supposed  that  we  are  con- 
demning any  constitutional  enactment  of  govern- 
ment. We  only  wish  to  see  the  interests  of  the  poor 
a  little  more  regarded,  instead  of  laws  being  made 
solely  with  a  view  of  aggrandizing  the  wealthy,  whose 
eyes  already  stand  out  with  fatness.  Is  it  not  evident 
that  the  men  at  this  period  in  power  were  resolved 
to  continue  their  system  of  corrupt  administration, 
in  despite  of  all  remonstrance  and  opposition  ?  A 
long  course  of  oppression  had  apparently  hardened 
them,  and  so  far  steeled  their  hearts  against  the  peti- 
tions of  the  suffering  nation,  that  they  actually 
seemed  to  delight  in  increasing  the  heavy  burdens 
which  already  preyed  upon  the  vitals  of  the  com* 
munity. 

Our  readers  may  probably  be  aware  that  the  visits 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to  her  mother  were  always 
"  few  and  far  between ;"  but  at  this  period,  the  in- 
terviews became  so  uncertain  and  restricted,  that  they 
could  not  be  satisfactory  either  to  the  mother  or  the 
daughter.  Some  of  the  attendants  always  remained 
in  the  apartment  with  them,  by  the  regent's  command* 
to  witness  the  conversation.  For  some  time,  the 
princess  contrived  to  write  privately  to  her  mother, 
and  obtained  a  confidential  messenger  to  deliver  her 
communications*  This  was  ultimately  suspected, 
and,  after  a  close  scrutiny,  unfortunately  discovered, 
and  immediately  forbidden.    Her  royal  highness  was 
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now  in  her  fifteenth  year,  in  good  health,  and  posses* 
sing  much  natural  and  mental  activity.  It  was  not 
very  probable,  therefore,  that  the  society  of  formal 
ladies,  every  way  disproportionate  to  herself  in 
years  and  taste,  could  be  very  agreeable  to  her,  more 
especially  when  she  knew  that  these  very  ladies  were 
bitter  enemies  to  her  adored  mother.  If  the  Prin- 
cess Charlotte  had  been  allowed  to  associate  with 
natural  and  suitable  companions,  the  very  decisive 
feature  of  her  character  would  have  rendered  her  the 
brightest  ornament  of  society ;  but  this  was  not  per- 
mitted, and  England  has  great  cause  to  mourn  that 
she  was  not  more  valued  by  her  father  and  grand- 
mother. 

The  elegant  and  accomplished  Dr.  Nott  was  now 
selected  for  the  Princess  Charlotte's  preceptor,  and 
he  ardently  exerted  himself  to  improve  the  mind  of 
his  royal  pupil.  The  very  superior  personal,  as  well 
as  mental,  qualifications  of  the  reverend  gentleman, 
however,  soon  rendered  him  an  object  of  peculiar 
interest  to  the  youthful  princess.  The  ardency  of 
her  affections  and  the  determinate  character  of  her 
mind  were  well  known  to  her  royal  relatives.  They, 
therefore,  viewed  this  new  connexion  with  consider- 
able uneasiness,  and  soon  had  occasion  to  suspect 
that  her  royal  highness  had  manifested  too  much  soli- 
citude for  the  interest  of  her  friend  and  tutor ! 

The  Duke  of  York  first  communicated  his  suspi- 
cions on  this  subject  to  the  regent,  and  the  prince 
immediately  went  to  Windsor  (where  the  queen  then 
was)  to  inform  her  majesty  of  his  fears,  and  to  con- 
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suit  what  would  be  the  most  proper  and  effectual 
measures  to  take.  Her  majesty  was  highly  incensed 
at  the  information,  and  very  indignantly  answered, 
"  My  family  connexions  wilL  prove  my  entire  ruin." 
Her  majesty,  accompanied  by  the  prince,  drove  off 
directly  for  London,  and  the  Princess  Charlotte  was 
commanded  to  meet  her  grandmother  in  her  chamber. 
With  her  usual  independent  readiness,  the  princess 
obeyed  the  summons,  and  was  ushered  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  haughty  queen. 

After  some  considerable  period  of  silence,  her  ma- 
jesty began  to  aisk  what  particular  services  Dr.  Nott 
had  rendered,  or  what  very  superior  attractions  he 
possessed,  to  engage  the  attentions  of  her  royal 
highness  in  such  an  unusual  degree,  as  was  now  well 
known  to  be  the  case.  Her  royal  highness  rose  up, 
and  in  a  tone  of  voice,  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
queen,  said,  "  If  your  majesty  supposes  you  can 
subdue  me  as  you  have  done  my  mother,  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales,  you  will  find  yourself  deceived.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Nott  has  shown  me  more  atten- 
tions, and  contributed  more  to  my  happiness  in  mv 
gloomy  seclusion,  than  any  person  ever  did,  except 
my  mother,  and  I  ought  to  be  grateful  to  him,  and 
I  will,  whether  it  pleases  your  majesty  ornot!,t  The 
queen  saw  her  purpose  was  defeated  in  the  attempt 
to  intimidate  her  grand-daughter,  and  therefore,  in 
a  milder  manner,  said,  "  You  must,  my  dear,  recol- 
lect, I  am  anxious  for  your  honour  and  happiness ; 
you  are  born  to  occupy  the  highest  station  in  the 
world,  and  I  wish  you  to  do  so  becoming  the  proud 
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character  of  your  royal  father,  who  is  the  most  dis- 
tinguished prince  in  Europe.*  The  queen  had 
scarcely  concluded  her  sentence,  when  her  royal 
highness  burst  forth,  in  the  most  violent  manner, 
and  with  an  undismayed  gesture,  said,  "  Does  your 
majesty  think  I  am  always  to  be  under  your  subjec- 
tion ?  Can  I  believe  my  royal  father  so  great  and 
good,  when  I  have  so  long  witnessed  his  unremitted 
unkindness  to  my  neglected  mother  ?  Neither  do  I 
receive  much  attention  from  the  prince;  and  my 
uncle  of  York  is  always  preaching  to  me  about  virtue 
and  submission,  and  your  majesty  well  knows  he 
does  not  practise  either  /  Mr.  Nott  practises  eveiy 
amiability  which  he  enjoins,  and  I  esteem  him  ex- 
ceedingly more  than  I  do  any  other  gentleman!"  The 
queen  was  quite  vexed  at  the  unbending  disposition 
manifested  by  the  princess,  and  desired  her  to  retire, 
and  reflect  upon  the  improper  conduct  of  which  she 
had  been  guilty,  and,  by  humility  and  contrition,  to 
make  a  suitable  atonement. 

While  walking  out  of  the  room,  the  princess  ap- 
peared in  deep  thought,  and  more  tranquil ;  her  ma- 
jesty, imagining  it  to  be  the  result  of  ber  own  advice, 
said,  m  The  Princess  Charlotte  will  never  want  a 
friend  if  she  abide  by  her  grandmother's  instructions, 
and  properly  maintain  her  dignity  of  birth."  Her 
royal  highness  returned  to  her  former  situation  before 
the  queen,  and  exclaimed,  "  What  does  your  ma- 
jesty mean  7*  u  I  mean,"  replied  the  queen,  "  that 
you  must  not  condescend  to  favour  persons  in  low 
life  with  your  confidence  or  particular  respect ;  they 
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will  take  advantage  of  it,  and  finally  make  you  the 
tool  to  accomplish  their  vile  purposes."  "  Does 
your  majesty  apply  these  remarks  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
JJott  ?"  hastily  replied  the  princess.  "  I  do,"  said 
the  queen,  "  Then  hear  me,  your  majesty ;  I  glory 
in  my  regard  for  Mr.  Nott.  His  virtues  are  above 
all  praise,  and  he  merits  infinitely  more  than  I  have 
to  give;  but  I  resolve,  from  this  moment,  to  give 
him  all  the  worldly  goods  I  can ;  and  your  majesty 
knows  that,  by  lau\  I  can  make  a  will,  though  I  am 
but  little  more  than  fifteen  j  and  my  library,  jewels, 
and  other  valuables,  are  at  my  own  disposal !  I  will 
now,  without  delay,  make  my  will  in  his  favour,  and 
no  earthly  power  shall  prevent  me.  I  am  sorry  your 
majesty  prefers  vicious  and  wicked  characters*  mt/i 
splendid  titles,  to  virtuous  and  amiable  persons,  des- 
titute of  such  empty  sounds !"  The  princess  left 
the  room,  and  the  queen  was  more  disturbed  than 
before  the  interview. 

The  regent  was  soon  made  acquainted  with  the 
result,  and  recommended  that  no  further  notice 
should  be  taken  of  the  matter,  hoping  that  the  prin- 
cess would  change  her  intention  upon  a  more  deli- 
berate survey  of  the  subject.  But  in  this  opinion, 
or  hope,  his  royal  highness  was  disappointed ;  for  the 
princess  that  day  signed  a  deed,  whereby  she  gave 
positively  to  her  friend  and  preceptor,  Dr.  Nott,  her 
.  library,  jewels,  and  all  private  property  belonging  to 
her,  and  delivered  this  instrument  into  his  hand, 
saying,  "  1  hope  you  will  receive  this  small  token  as 
a  pledge  of  my  sincere  regard  for  your  character, 
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and  high  estimation  of  your  many  virtues.  When  I 
am  able  to  give  you  greater  testimonies  of  my  friend- 
ship, they  shall  not  be  withheld."  We  need  hardly 
say  that  the  divine  was  delighted  at  the  great  atten- 
tion and  unexpected  generosity  of  her  royal  high- 
ness. He  was  more ;  for  his  heart  was  subdued  and 
affected. 

A  considerable  period  elapsed  after  this  circum- 
stance, when  the  queen  was  resolved  to  recover  the 
deed  at  all  hazards,  as  she  feared,  if  the  validity  of 
such  an  instrument  were  ever  acknowledged,  royalty 
would  suffer  much  in  the  estimation  of  the  public. 
All  the  queen's  deceptive  plans,  therefore,  were 
tried ;  but  failed.  The  prince,  at  length,  offered  a 
large  amount  as  a  remuneration,  and  finally  per- 
suaded the  doctor  to  give  up  the  deed !  Of  course 
a  good  living  was  also  presented  to  him,  on  his  re- 
tiring from  the  situation  in  which  he  had  so  long 
enjoyed  the  smile  and  favour  of  his  royal  pupil. 

The  Princess  Charlotte  was  mortified,  beyond  ex- 
pression, at  this  unexpected  conduct  on  the  part  of 
her  father  and  grandmother,  and  was  not  very  sparing 
in  her  expressions  of  dislike  towards  them.  Mr. 
Perceval  (who  was  .then  premier)  was  requested  by 
the  prince  to  see  her  royal  highness,  and  to  suggest 
any  terms  of  reconciliation  between  the  princess  and 
the  queen ;  but  he  could  not  succeed.  "  What, 
Sir!*  said  her  royal  highness,  "  would  you  desire  me 
to  appear  what  I  am  not,  and  to  meet  her  majesty  as 
if  I  believed  her  to  be  my  sincere  friend,  when  I 
know  I  am  hated  for  my  dear  mother's  sake  ?    No, 
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Sir !  I  cannot  do  as  you  desire;  but  I  will  endeavour 
to  meet  her  majesty  at  all  needful  opportunities  with 
as  much  gentleness  of  manners  as  I  can  assume. 
What  indignities  has  not  the  queen  offered  to  my 
persecuted  mother?  You  well  know,  Sir,  they  have 
taen  unmerited,  and  if  her  majesty  insults  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  again  in  my  presence,  I  shall  say, 
*  your  majesty  should  regulate  your  family  affairs 
better,  and  teach  lessons  of  virtue  to  your  daughters, 
before  you  traduce  the  characters  of  other  ladies  V 
You,  Sir,  are  the  regent's  minister,  and  in  his  con- 
fidence,  so  I  may  venture  to  give  you  my  candid 
opinion,  and  I  do  not  consider  that,  by  doing  so,  I 
exceed  the  bounds  of  propriety.  Will  you,  there* 
fore,  oblige  me  by  announcing  to  the  prince,  my 
father,  that  I  am  unalterably  devoted  in  heart  to  my 
mother,  and  while  I  wish  to  be  a  dutiful  child  to  my 
father,  I  must  not  even  be  that  at  the  expense 
of  principle  and  honourable  sentiments.  My  grand- 
father always  had  my  respect  and  pity/' 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  Mr.  Perceval 
retired  with  evident  symptoms  of  disappointment  and 
chagrin.  He  immediately  communicated  the  result 
of  his  interview  to  the  regent  and  the  queen,  who 
declined  making  any  further  remonstrance,  lest  the 
princess  should  imagine  they  feared  her,  or  were  at 
all  intimidated  by  her  bold  decisions. 

In  this  year,  Lord  Sidmouth  moved  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  alter  the  "  Toleration  Act.9'  His  lordship 
stated,  that  this  bill  was  calculated  to  serve  the  in- 
terests of  religion,  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 


207 

Church  of  England !  But  Lord  Sidmouth,  for  once, 
was  disappointed.  The  sensation  excited  throughout 
the  country  was  of  an  unprecedented  description ; 
for,  within  forty-eight  hours,  no  less  than  three 
hundred  and  thirty-six  petitions  against  it  were 
poured  into  the  House  of  Lords !  and  the  House  was 
presented,  on  the  second  reading,  with  five  hundred 
more !    It  was  consequently  abandoned. 

The  supplies  voted  for  the  public  and  private  ser- 
vices were  fifty-six  millions  ! 

At  the  close  of  this  year,  the  poor  were  perishing 
for  want ;  yet  the  court  became  more  splendid  than 
ever!  The  ill-fated  sovereign  was  as  imbecile  and 
as  weak  as  an  infant,  and  his  representative  a  profli- 
gate ruler.     What  a  condition  for  England ! 

War  still  raged  at  the  commencement  of 
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We  will  not,  however,  record  the  scenes  of  devas- 
tation and  horror  consequent  from  it ;  neither  will 
we  eulogize  Lord  Wellington  for  the  victories  he 
obtained.  Much  rather  would  we  shed  a  tear  at  the 
remembrance  of  the  slaughtered  victims  to  kingly  or 
ministerial  ambition.  Who  that  believes  in  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul  can  think  of  these  horrid  engage- 
ments without  shuddering  at  the  immense  and*  inex- 
pressible accountability  of  the  destroyer  ?  It  would 
be  utterly  impossible  to  give  an  idea  of  the  number 
of  widows  and  orphans  who  have  had  to  mourn  the 
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consequences  of  splendid  victories,  as  a  wholesale  mur- 
dering of  soldiers  are  denominated.  How  many  ducal 
coronets  have  been  purchased  at  the  expense  of 
human  existence !  Rather  should  our  brows  never 
be  encircled  than  at  such  an  unnatural  price! 

On  the  1 3th  of  February,  the  restrictions  formerly 
in  force  against  the  prince  regent  terminated ;  and, 
properly  speaking,  it  may  be  declared,  he  then  as- 
sumed the  kingly  power.  One  hundred  thousand 
pounds  were  voted  for  him,  professedly  to  meet  the 
expenses  attendant  upon  his  assumption  of  the  regal 
authority. 

This  was  a  moment  of  triumph  to  the  queen,  and 
the  sequel  will  prove  that  her  majesty  took  especial 
care  to  turn  it  to  her  own  account.  The  Duke  of 
York  was  fully  reinstated  as  "  Commander-in-Chief,** 
and,  therefore,  ready  ways  and  means  presented 
themselves  to  her  majesty.  The  regent  engaged  that 
the  queen  should  have  the  continued  sanction  of  his 
name  and  interest,  in  all  the  various  ways  she  might 
require.  Accordingly,  it  was  soon  arranged,  that 
her  majesty  should  receive  an  additional  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  per  annum  for  the  care  of  her 

ROYAL  HUSBAND^  PERSON  ! 

We  cannot  pass  by  this  shameful  insult  to  the  nation 
without  making  an  observation  upon  so  unnatural  an 
act  If  the  queen  were  the  kind  and  affectionate 
wife  she  had  so  very  frequently  been  represented  to 
be,  could  she  have  allowed  herself  to  receive  an  im* 
mense  payment  for  merely  doing  her  duty?  But  a 
more  selfish  woman,  knit  a  more  unfeeling  wife,  never 
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disgraced  humanity,  as  this  wicked  acceptance  of 
the  public  money  fully  testifies. 

An  additional  nine  thousand  pounds  annually  were 
also  granted  to  each  of  the  princesses,  whilst  places 
and  pensions  were  proportionally  multiplied.  In 
the  case  of  Colonel  M'Mahon,  upon  whom  a  private 
secretaryship  had  been  conferred,  much  very  un- 
pleasant altercation  took  place  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; but  bribery  effected  that  which  argument 
proved  to  be  wrong.  It  was  a  well-known  fact, 
indeed,  that  this  individual  was  nothing  more  than 
a  pander  to  the  regent's  lust,  to  which  infamous  en- 
gagements and  practices  we  shall  hereafter  refer. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  as  Mr.  Perceval  was  enter- 
ing the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  re- 
ceived a  shot  in  his  left  breast,  and,  after  staggering 
a  few  paces,  fell  down  and  expired.  The  assassin 
was  tried  on  the  15th  and  executed  on  the  18th  of 
tiie  same  month.  He  defended  his  conduct  on  the 
ground  of  having  received  much  injury  from  the 
government,  who  had  denied  redress  of  his  griev- 
ances, and,  therefore,  thought  he  had  only  done 
an  act  of  justice  in  taking  away  the  life  of  a  member 
of  so  callous  an  administration. 

Agreeably  to  the  regent's  message,  fifty  thousand 
pounds  were  voted  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Peceval's 
family,  and  two  thousand  annually  to  be  paid  to  his 
widow.  In  case  of  her  demise,  however,  the  same 
amount  was  to  be  continued  annually  to  such  male 
descendant  as  might  at  that  time  be  the  heir,  for  the 
term  of  his  life. 
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Let  us  here  inquire  into  the  services  which  Mr. 
Perceval  had  rendered  his  country  to  warrant  minis- 
ters in  this  lavish  expenditure  upon  his  family,  one 
of  whom  now  frequently  intrudes  his  crude  notions 
in  the  House  of  Commons.    Mr.  Perceval  had  been 
for  a  long  period  the  pretended  friend  of  the  ill-fated 
Princess  of  Wales,   "  The  Book"  which  he  arranged, 
and  which  had  been  printed,  but  not  published,  in 
1807,  giving  the  particulars  of  the  "  Delicate  Inves- 
tigation,"   improperly  so  called,  was  bought   up  in 
1809,  and  as  much  as  fifteen  hundred  pounds  given 
for  a  single  copy.     The  rancour  and  malice  of  the 
unprincipled  enemies  and  calumniators  of  the  open- 
hearted  Princess  of  Wales  had  been  much  exposed 
by  Mr.  Perceval,  and  by  his  apparent  generous  and 
manly  defence  in  her  royal  highness9  favour,  the 
storm  materially  abated.    After  a  long  period,  she  was 
again  received  at  court,  and  acknowledged  innocent 
of  th$  charges  preferred  by  her  assailants.     Apart- 
ments were  given  to  her  at  Kensington  Palace,  and 
it  appeared  very  probable   that  her  wishes  would 
finally  be  completed,  in  the  restoration  of  her  be- 
loved daughter  to  her  society.    But  mark  the  en- 
suing change.    Mr.  Perceval  was  chosen  by  the  re- 
gent to  assist  in  his  councils ;  and  as  no  man  can 
serve  two  causes  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  Perceval  de- 
serted the  princess,  and  became  the  servile  minister 
of  the  prince!  Surely  there  must  be  something  super- 
natural in  the  smile  of  royalty,  when,  in  some  in- 
stances, principle  and  conscience  have  fallen  subdued 
before  it!    Wc  know  for  an  incontrovertible  fact,  that 
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but  a  few  months  before  Mr.  Perceval's  acceptance  of 
office,  he  delivered  his  sentiments  concerning  the 
Princess  of  Wales  to  a  particular  friend,  in  these 
words :  "I  am  decidedly  friendly  to  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  because  I  am  well  satisfied  and  assured  her 
royal  highness  is  a  much-injured  lady.  I  am  also 
convinced  her  mother-in-law  had  conceived  an  in- 
veterate dislike  to  her  before  she  arrived  in  this 
country,  on  account  of  the  objections  preferred  by 
the  prince  against  any  connexion,  except  that  which 
his  royal  highness  had  already  formed.  From  these 
unhappy  circumstances,  I  am  obliged  to  believe, 
that  the  sufferings  of  her  highness  are  unmerited  on 
her  part,  and  very  much  increased  by  the  dictatorial 
behaviour  of  her  majesty."  At  another  interview  with 
the  same  person,  the  following  question  was  put,  un- 
reservedly, to  Mr.  Perceval :  "  Do  you,  Sir,  think 
her  royal  highness  has  been  deserving  of  the  persecu- 
tions she  has  endured,  by  any  deviation  from  virtue 
and  propriety?"  "  I  do  not  think  the  princess 
guilty,"  earnestly  rejoined  Mr.  Perceval,  "  and  I  am 
fully  satisfied,  in  my  own  mind,  that  if  there  had  not 
existed  ungenerous  intentions  on  the  part  of  the 
royal  family,  the  affair  would  long  since  have  sunk 
into  silence.  There  is  a  gaiety  and  levity  about  her 
royal  hyhng^s  which  is  not  usual  with  the  English 
ladies  generally ;  but,  with  all  the  exterior  frivolity  of 
the  princess,  when  she  chooses  to  be  lively,  1  would 
pefer  her  infinitely  to  the  professedly-modest  and  ap- 
parently-reserved of  the  sex  in  high  life.  I  believe 
the  prinpess  to  be  playful,  and  incautiously  witty,  in 
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her  deportment;  but  I  prefer  that  to  secret  intrigue 
and  infamous  practices" 

We  leave  our  readers  to  judge  whether  this  simple 
declaration  was  not  honourable  to  the  princess,  and 
whether  it  does  not  correspond  with  every  speech  de- 
livered by  this  gentleman  in  his  public  and  private 
defence  of  her  royal  highness.  Humanity,  however, 
is  weak,  and  the  ingratiating  attentions  of  the  prince 
were  too  powerful  to  be  resisted  by  Mr.  Perceval. 
At  his  royal  command,  Virtue,  Goodness,  and  Truth, 
assumed  the  garb  of  Vice,  Infamy,  and  Falsehood. 
4i  Oh,  blasting  privilege  of  sovereignty !  The  bare 
scent  of  thy  perfume  spreads  desolation  to  society ; 
changes  man,  the  noblest  of  God's  works,  into  a 
monster ;  and  the  consequences  of  thy  unnatural 
existence  will  most  probably  produce  the  engine  to  be 
used  for  thine  own  destruction/99 

Shortly  after  the  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Perceval, 
Lord  Liverpool  was  appointed  first  lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  Mr.  Nicholas  Vansittart,  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ;  and  Lord  Sidmouth,  secretary  of  state 
for  the  home  department. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  Mr.  Vansittart  brought  for- 
ward his  budget, — the  amount  of  the  supplies  re- 
quired being  more  than  sixty-two  millions.  Certainly 
this  was  not  a  very  exhilirating  or  agreeable  prospect 
to  the  nation  of  the  retrenchments  intended  by  the 
new  ministry  ;  but  notwithstanding  the  divisions  on 
the  subject,  it  finally  received  the  sanction  of  par- 
liament. Had  it  not  been  for  the  corrupt  state  of 
the  representation,  can  we  suppose  it  possible  that 
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such  a  ram  would  have  been  permitted  to  be  drawn 
from  the  starving  multitudes,  when  there  existed 
such  pecuniary  distress  in  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  districts,  unequalled  in  former  years  ? 

The  new  parliament  met  for  business  on  the  30th 
of  November,  and  one  of  its  first  acts  was,  to  grant 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  to 
Lord  Wellington  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  legal 
slaughter ! 

It  may,  with  propriety,  be  submitted  here,  how 
large  a  grant  would  have  been  made  to  any  man  who 
should  have  presented  a  plan  for  the  comfortable  and 
honourable  maintenance  qft/ie  perishing  millions?  We 
fear  any  patriot,  who  had  dared  to   press  such   a 
scheme  would  have  soon  been  consigned  to  a  damp 
and  dreary  dungeon,  charged  with  disaffection  to  the 
monarch,  or  commanded,  under  certain  protection, 
to  set  sail  for  another  country ;  and,  if  permitted  to 
reach  the  destined  shore,  there  to  be  received  and 
treated  as  one  of  the  most  infamous  of  the  human 
race  ! v    But  in  these  days,  the  will  of  the  regent,  sup* 
ported  by  the  queen,  was  supreme  law.    There  was 
not  one  who  ventured  to  insult  his  dignity  by  speak- 
ing to  him  truth  ! — not  one  dared  to  stem  the  tor* 
rent  of  his  royal  displeasure !     It  is  true  that,  when 
Lord  Liverpool  first  entered  office,  he  once  hinted  to 
his  royal  master  the  general  voice  of  dissatisfaction 
which   the    people    expressed;    but  the  imperious 
regent  commanded  silence  upon  all  such  subjects,  and 
desired  Lord  Liverpool  never  again   to   meet  his 
highness,  unless  under  a  positive  resolve  not  even  to 
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give  the  most  distant  hint  at  matters  so  very  disagree- 
able to  the  royal  ear,  and  which  were  of  no  consider- 
able importance  !  His  lordship  proved  himself  wanting 
in  fortitude  to  set  an  example  to  courtiers,  and  the 
principle  of  his  mind  was,  consequently,  bartered 
for  the  pleasure  of  being  the  slave  of  a  haughty 
prince,  who  had  "  relinquished  Justice,  and  aban- 
doned Mercy  I" 

We  must  here  refer  to  a  most  interesting  circum- 
stance with  respect  to  the  Princess  of  Wales.  Her 
royal  highness  was  well  aware  of  the  bonds,  still  in 
existence,  given  by  the  Princes  George,  Frederick, 
and  William,  to  the  firm  of  Perigoux  and  Co.,  of 
Paris,  which  were  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  as  we  have  before  named ;  and, 
in  an  open  and  friendly  conversation  with  Messrs. 
Whitbread  and  Perceval,  the  princess  said,  "  The 
regent  and  the  royal  dukes  engaged  in  those  bonds 
are  perfectly  aware  they  deserve  severe  exposure. 
Their  action  was  not  only  wicked,  but  their  inten- 
tion also;  as  every  person  in  any  way  acquainted 
with  their  concerns  must  be  sure  they  undertook  to 
pay  more  than  their  means  would  ever  permit,  see- 
ing  how  deeply  the  country  was  in  debt,  and  that 
the  revenue  did  not  then  meet  the  annual  amount 
required.  And,"  emphatically  added  the  princess, 
"  if  the  world  did  but  know  qf  the  lives  sacrificed 
in  this  affair,  to  preserve  the  good  reputation  qf  these 
princely  brothers,  I  suppose  royalty  would  not  gain 
much  in  the  estimation  of  good  people  by  the  ex- 
posure /" 
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The  substance  of  this  conversation  soon  after* 
wards  transpired  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  There 
cannot  be  a  doubt  that  his  royal  highness  was  qfraid% 
but  he  resolved  not  to  appear  so  ;  and  from  that 
period,  he  and  the  queen  were  the  unalterable  and 
bitterest  enemies  of  the  princess,  both  publicly  arid 
privately.  So,  then,  for  the  simple  expression  of 
truth,  to  those  who  were  already  in  possession  of  the 
whole  affair,  was  an  injured  princess,  to  be  pursued 
by  the  hounds  of  destruction  until  her  capture 
should  be  accomplished.  The  prince  sought  an  im- 
mediate divorce ;  but  as  the  former  attempts  on  this 
ground,  in  the  year  1806,  had  failed,  there  appeared 
great  difficulty  in  the  attainment  of  his  object.  The 
former  charges  and  gross  calumnies  were  declared 
false,  and  J-ady  Douglas  had  been  shunned  by  all 
good  and  strictly-honourable  society;  for,  except 
where  she  was  received  in  compliment  to  the  queen, 
her  invitations  were,  indeed,  but  very  few.  The 
old  story  was  again  resorted  to,  and  as  Mr*  Perceval 
was  now  no  more,  a  bold  attempt  was  resolved  on, 
as  the  last  resource,  to  obtain  the  desired  end* 

Mr.  Whitbread  communicated  to  the  Princess  of 
Wales  the  scheme  then  forming  against  her  honour, 
and  that  the  ministry  were  favourable  to  the  wishes 
of  the  regent.  Her  royal  highness  stood  amazed  at 
this  unexpected  information.  "What!"  said  the 
princess,  "  is  not  the  Prince  of  Wales  satisfied  with 
the  former  abuses  he  has  poured  upon  me  ?  Is  he 
so  abandoned,  being  heir-apparent,  as  to  risk  his  life, 
or  engage  the  vengeful  disposition  of  the  nation,  in 
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the  punishment  due  to  the  crimes  he  has  committed 
against  me?  If  the  generous  English  people  were 
informed  qf  half  the  sufferings  I  have  endured  since 
my  arrival  in  this  country*  they  would  never  be  induced 
to  yield  obedience  to  the  commands  qf  a  prince  whose 
virtues  are  not  the  least  balance  to  his  vices  I  But,* 
continued  her  royal  highness,  "  I  will  go  down  to 
Windsor,  and  request  an  interview  with  the  queen/9 
Mr.  Whitbread  remonstrated,  and  at  last  the  prin- 
cess consented  to  write,  and  ask  an  audience.  A 
courier  was  despatched  with  it,  and  the  verbal  reply 
of  her  majesty  was,  "  She  would  see  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  provided  her  royal  highness  was  at  Windsor 
Castle  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening." 

Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost ;  the  carriage  was 
announced  in  a  few  minutes,  and  the  princess,  at- 
tended by  only  one  lady,  entered  it  "  Drive 
quickly,"  said  her  royal  highness.  It  was  only  half- 
past  seven  when  the  princess  was  announced.  Her 
royal  highness  was  received  in  courtly  style  and  un- 
bending manner  by  her  majesty,  who,  in  her  usual 
way,  inquired  "  the  cause  which  gives  me  the  plea* 
sure  of  a  visit,  so  very  unexpectedly,  from  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  ?* 

«  Madam,9'  answered  her  royal  highness,  "  I  am 
quite  sensible  of  your  surprise  at  my  hasty  request 
and  appearance ;  but  as  I  am  tired  of  hearing  the 
false  reports  in  such  general  circulation  in  the  court, 
I  am  resolved  to  ask  your  majesty  in  person,  if  I  am 
likely  to  experience  any  renewal  of  those  bitter  per- 
secutions which,  in  former  years,  were  agitated  to 
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my  horror  and  surprise.  I  am  well  aware  the  regent 
would  not  enter  upon  such  a  business,  unless  he  had 
your  majesty's  sanction  and  countenance,  as  well  as 
assistance.  Is  it  because  Mr.  Perceval  is  dead,  that 
your  majesty  thinks  me  so  unprotected  as  to  fall 
immediately  a  prey  to  my  base  enemies? — if  so, 
your  majesty  will  be  in  the  wrong;  for  although 
Mr.  Perceval  forsook  my  interest  when  he  engaged 
himself  in  confidence  to  the  'regent,  my  husband,  I 
never  shall  forget  the  gratitude  I  owe  him  for  former 
benefits,  and  his  letters  speak  volumes  of  truths, 
which  it  was  entirely  impossible  for  him  to  name  or 
attest,  unless  his  mind  had  been  duly  influenced  by 
the  solid  foundation  upon  which  his  opinion  was 
fixed." 

Her  majesty  appeared  vexed  and  astonished ;  then, 
assuming  that  hauteur  for  which  she  was  so  remark- 
able, said,  "  I  do  not  know,  princess,  that  I  am  un- 
der any  necessity  to  answer  your  question,  as  it 
seems  to  me  improper  to  do  so.  The  prince  regent 
has  an  unquestionable  right  to  choose  his  ministers 
and  counsellors,  and  also  to  engage  their  attentions 
and  services  for  any  purpose  his  royal  highness  may 
please,  (?)  and  therefore  I  decline  to  answer  any  in- 
terrogatory upon  the  subject  Your  royal  highness 
must  be  aware  this  interview  and  conversation  is  very 
unpleasant  to  me,  and  I  hope,  in  future,  you  will 
not  put  me  to  the  very  disagreeable  task  of  refusing 
you  an  audience,  or  of  permitting  one,  under  similar 
circumstances.     I  must,  therefore,  desire  your  royal 
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highness  will  take  soirte  refreshment  in  the  adjoining 
room,  and  I  wish  you  a  very  good  evening." 

It  hardly  need  be  told  that  the  insulted  Caroline 
did  not  stay  to  partake  of  the  proffered  hospitality  of 
this  German  princess.     To  be  injured  by  the  son, 
and  insulted  by  the  mother,  was  as  much  as  human 
feeling  could  endure,  and  the  princess  reached  her 
home  in  a  state  of  mind  little  short  of  distraction.   On 
the  following  morning,  one  of  the  royal  dukes  called 
upon  the  princess,  and  told  her,  he  was  informed  of 
her  journey  to  Windsor  by  an  express  from  his  mo- 
ther, and  also  stated  his  opinion  that  no  measures  of 
an  unpleasant  nature  were  in  agitation.     The  prin- 
cess hastily  answered,    "  Do  you  think  I  was  not 
fully  satisfied  of  the  regent's  intention  upon  the  sub- 
ject before  I  resolved  to  visit  the  queen  ?  You  forget, 
prince,  that  I  am  an  injured  lady.    You  know  I  was 
brought  into  this  country  to  afford  money  to  pay  my 
intended  husband's  enormous  debts,  and  to  give  him 
means  to  live  in  the  greatest  splendour  with  his  nu- 
merous mistresses !     I  am  deprived  of  the  society 
of  my  only  child!     Injurious  reports  are  circulated 
and  received  against  my  honour,  and  I  am  not  even 
permitted  to  exonerate  myself  from  these  vile  and 
slanderous  imputations,  because  I  am  injured  by  the 
reigning  authority ." 

The  royal  duke  said,  "  I  beg,  my  dear  cousin,  you 
will  not  permit  the  harsh  and  unfeeling  conduct  of 
the  queen  to  operate  on  your  mind.  We  all  know 
she  is  revengeful  in  the  extreme^  but  she  always  fa- 
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vours  George  in  every  thing;  and,  from  her  very 
bitter  conduct  to  you,  we  are  well  assured  George  is 
meditating  some  new  scheme  against  you*  One 
thing  I  promise  you :  I  will  abide  by  you,  even  pre- 
suming any  thing  disreputable  is  proved;  and  I  only 
beg  you  will  give  me  your  private  confidence,  that  I 
may  be  prepared  for  the  worst." 

Her  royal  highness,  hastily  rising,  said,  "  Sir,  if 
you  intended  to  insult  me,  I  feel  it  such ;  but  if, 
from  unguarded  or  not  well-considered  language, 
you  have  so  very  improperly  expressed  yourself,  then 
I  am  not  captious  to  place  any  ungenerous  meaning 
upon  your  words !  If  my  rectitude  did  not  rise 
higher  in  the  scale  of  truth  and  uprightness  than 
that  of  your  family,  including  both  sexes,  I  should 
not  have  ventured  the  close  and  determinate  inspec- 
tion into  my  conduct  at  the  will  or  command  of  my 
avowed  foes !  If  it  were  not  for  my  child's  sake,  I 
would  satisfy  you  all  that  I  am  privy  to  transac- 
tions which  one  day  or  another  will  be  punished 
with  the  vengeance  of  heaven,  and  which  I  so- 
lemnly believe  to  be  my  duty  to  explain,  though  i£ 
may  even  cause  '  the  cloud-capp'd  towers  and  gor- 
geous palaces'  to  fall  into  one  general  heap  of 
ruins  l" 

Hie  duke  was  almost  petrified  with  the  language 
and  manner  of  the  princess,  and  strongly  urged  the 
necessity  of  silence  upon  any  and  all  of  the  unfor- 
tunate or  dishonourable  transactions  in  which  the 
family  had  been  engaged,  observing,  "  Your  own 
welfare  depends  upon  their 's,  and  that  is  a  con- 
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sideration  of  positive  importance,  which  I  hope  your 
royal  highness  will  justly  appreciate!" 

This  suggestion  of  the  cowardly  duke  produced 
the  opposite  effect  to  that  which  was  intended ;  the 
princess  declared  that  the  mean  sentiments  of  the 
queen  had  also  found  way  into  the  minds  of  her  sons, 
and  instead  of  proving  their  royal  descent  by  great- 
ness of  mind  and  action,  they  condescended  to  sug- 
gest self-preservation  and  self-enjoyments  in  prefer- 
ence to  an  open  avowal  of  truth,  and  an  honourable 
meeting  with  an  enemy.  "  And,"  hastily  said  her 
royal  highness,  "  is  this,  Sir,  a  specimen  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  English  royal  family  ?  What  would  my 
ever  dear  and  lamented  father  have  thought  of  such 
principles  and  opinions?  Doubtless,  he  would  rather 
have  followed  his  daughter  to  the  tomb,  and  have 
seen  her  remains  deposited  with  his  ancestors,  than 
have  had  her  associated  with  persons  who  could  sa- 
crifice honour  for  mean  and  paltry  conveniences. 
Your  royal  highness  must  be  well  assured,  that  I  am 
not  a  stranger  to  the  unfounded  and  most  abomi- 
nable assertions  or  suggestions  issued  against  my 
child's  legitimacy  ;  certainly,  if  I  am  only  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  nominally,  then  my  daughter  bears  a 
surreptitious  title,  and  if  either  of  us  is  considered 
as  an  obstacle  to  the  interests  of  the  nation,  whv  are 
not  the  assertions  upon  that  point  made  in  an  ho- 
nourable and  open  manner.  You  well  know,  Sir, 
that  I  would  sacrifice  any  thing  and  every  thing  for 
the  happiness  and  future  prosperity  of  my  child ;  but 
1  must  be  fully  convinced,  that  my  destruction   of 


221 

rights  or  enjoyments  of  privileges  would  not  produce 
the  entire  annihilation  other's  also.  I  must  be  made 
to  understand  that  the  mother  and  child  have  sepa- 
rate interests,  and  that  insults  received  by  one  are 
not  dishonourable  to  the  other.  1  have  also  another 
powerful  objection  to  keep  silence  upon  these  heart- 
rending and  distracting  subjects,  which  is,  Charlotte9? 
deep-rooted  aversion  to  those  persons  who  have  in: 
suited  me  most  This  feeling  assures  my  mind  that 
I  ought  not  to  shrink  from  any  avowal  of  truth 
which  I  may  in  justice  to  this  generous  nation  be 
called  upon  to  make,  and  nothing  less  than  my 
child's  safety  sh^ll  keep  me  from  making  a  disclosure 
of  the  unmerited  and  most  incomparable  wicked  con- 
duct manifested  towards  me.  If  I  find  that  likely  to 
operate  against  my  daughter's  happiness,  I  will  for- 
bear ;  but  not  upon  any  other  ground.'9 

The  determined  manner  of  her  royal  highness 
fully  satisfied  the  abashed  duke  that  the  sentiments 
thus  boldly  expressed  were  the  unalterable  principles 
entertained  by  the  princess,  and  would  only  gather 
energy  and  force  by  opposition  and  remonstrance ; 
he  therefore  very  soon  afterwards  took  his  leave,  and 
gave  the  outline  of  the  conversation  to  his  august 
mother,  by  whose  express  wish  the  interview  bad 

TAKEN    PLACE. 

The  queen  was  posed  by  the  firmness  her  royal 
highness  had  displayed ;  and,  in  reply  to  the  com- 
munication, said,  "  I  will  not  be  disappointed  by 
this  seeming  boldness;  the  princess  shall  feel  my 
poweil     She  shall  see  Charlotte  still  less;  the  re- 
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Strictions  shall  be  enforced  with  greater  severity,  and 
she  shall  repent  of  her  stupidity.  Does  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  imagine  that  I  am  to  submit  to  Iter 
opinions  upon  my  conduct,  or  to  her  abuse  of  any  of 
my  family  ?    My  only  fear  is  that  the  daughter  mil 

prove  AS  UNBENDING  AND  AS  DETERMINATELY  RESO- 
LUTE as  the  mother  is,  and  I  am  therefore  resolved  to 
separate  them  as  much  as  possible." 

The  result  proved  the  queen's  indignation  and  re- 
sentful disposition;  as,  immediately,  a  council  was 
held  upon  the  subject,  and  her  majesty  was  positive 
in  her  instructions,  that  the  restrictions  between  the 
Princess  of  Wales  and  her  daughter  should  be  mor? 
rigidly  enforced. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year 

1813, 

the  princess  found  her  situation  more  irksome  than 
ever;  and  she  resolved,  therefore,  to  inform  the 
prince  regent  of  the  hardships  of  her  case,  soliciting 
his  royal  highness  to  inform  himself  of  all  or  any  part 
of  her  behaviour  or  demeanour,  to  which  the  queen 
had  made  such  heavy  objections.  The  following  is 
an  exact  copy  of  the  letter  of  her  royal  highness  to 
the  prince : 

27th  Jan.,  181& 
"Sir, 
"  On  the  14th  of  this  month,  I  transmitted  to  the 
"  hand  of  your  royal  highness  a  letter  relative  to 
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"  the  cruelty  atod  injustice  of  my  situation,  in  re* 
"  ference  to  my  beloved  child's  separation  from  me, 
"  the  most  heart-rending  point  upon  which  you  could 
"  so  severely  afflict  me.  Why  does  your  royal  high- 
"  ness  refuse  to  answer  my  simple,  but  honest  and 
"honourable  inquiry?  What  have  I  not  endured 
"since  the  moment  I  became  your  princess  and 
"wife?  Heaven  only  knows,  and  heaven  only  can 
"  avenge  my  wrongs.  It  is  now  more  than  seven* 
"  teen  years  since  I  gave  birth  to  your  lovely  daugh* 
"  ter,  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  at  which  time  I 
"  did  most  certainly  hope  and  also  believe,  that  her 
"  royal  father's  affectionate  recollections  of  her  mo- 
"  ther  would  not  only  revive,  but  be  exemplified. 
"  Yet  to  tbis  time,  your  royal  highness  has  not  evinced 
"  one  spark  of  regard  to  the  consort  you  vowed  *  to 
H  love  and  cherish/ 

"  More  than  this,  my  lord  and  husband,  you  per- 
"  mit  her  majesty  to  usurp  such  extreme  authority 
"over  me,  and  insult  me  in  every  possible  way. 
"  Why,  my  lord,  I  ask,  do  you  allow  these  indig- 
"  nities  to  be  imposed  upon  your  cousin  and  wife, 
"  (so  called)  the  mother  of  the  heiress  to  the  throne 
"of  these  united  kingdoms?  If  I  had  deserved 
"such  treatment,  I  should  most  naturally  have 
"avoided  all  scrutiny;  but,  that  I  have  endeavoured 
"to  obtain  all  possible  investigation  into  my  con- 
"  duct,  I  need  only  refer  to  my  several  correspond- 
encies with  your  august  father,  your  brother  of 
"  York,  privy  council,  &c.  &c. 

"  I  cannot  conclude  without  saying,  if  you  refuse 
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fl  me  justice,  I  will  leave  indisputable  proofs  to  this 
"  insulted  nation  that  its  generosity  has  been  abused, 
though,  at  the  same  time,  I  would  save  you  your- 
self  from  ignominy  at  the  hazard  of  my  liberty. 
To  the  queen,  I  never  will  bow.  Her  majesty 
"  was,  is,  and  ever  will  be,  a  tyrant  to  those 
"  she  may  imagine  obstacles  in  her  path.  Perhaps 
u  her  majesty  presumes  I  am  not  an  object  of  ma- 
terial consequence;  but  time  will  develop  all 
these  things.  If  this  letter  meet  not  with  your 
royal  approbation,  I  can  only  regret  it,  and  wait- 
ing your  reply, 

"  I  am,  ever, 

*  Your  faithful  and  devoted 

"  CAROLINES 

•*  P.  S.  I  entreat  your  royal  highness  to  inform 
"  yourself  of  every  part  of  my  conduct  which  may 
"  at  any  time  have  been  esteemed  derogatory ;  and, 
"  while  I  beg  this  favour,  I  trust  your  royal  high- 
"  ness  will  never  again  submit  to  the  unprincipled, 
slanderous,  and  abominable  aspersions  cast  upon 
my  character,     Let  me   suggest,  my  lord,  that 

TRUTH   MVST   PREVAIL,    SOONER     OU   LATER.       After 

"  the  most  deliberate,  careful,  and  scrutinizing  in- 
"  vestigations,  I  only  beg  to  be  punished  with  the 
"  most  extreme  rigour,  if  I  am  found  guilty  j  but 
"  if  free  from  guilt,  I  ought  to  say,  I  have  an  in- 
"  disputable  right  to  be  acknowledged  so!" 
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To  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent:' 
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This  letter  was  not  noticed  when  the  commis- 
sioners sat  on  the  23rd  of  February ;  and  Lord  Liver- 
pool never  even  mentioned  it  when  communicating 
with  the  princess,  or  when  he  had  the  private  inter- 
view with  her  royal  highness,  by  the  regent's  request 

We  should  not  act  with  justice  or  honour  if  we 
neglected  to  state  this  omission ;  because  the  letter 
reflected  much  credit  upon  the  princess,  and  ought 
to  have  been  the  first  read  when  the  council  assem- 
bled. The  result  of  this  new  inquiry,  however,  was 
what  the  vindictive  queen  intended  it  should  be ;  for 
the  almost-distracted  Princess  of  Wales  was  refused 
the  natural  privilege  of  intercourse  with  her  only 
daughter! 

In  the  mean  time,  every  opportunity  was  gladly 
embraced  to  detract  the  character  of  the  princess. 
Base  inuendos  and  malicious  remarks  were  inces- 
santly poured  forth  against  her,  until  her  life  be- 
came one  continued  scene  of  sorrow  and  abuse, 
caused  by  those  from  whom  she  ought  to  have  expe- 
rienced protection.  Under  these  imputations,  the 
princess  again  appealed,  by  an  address  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and,  after  many  in- 
quiries and  replies,  the  subject  was  dismissed  with 
an  acknowledgment,  that  "  Her  royal  highness  is  de- 
clared free  from  all  imputation." 

We  must  not  here  forget  to  mention,  that  Mr.  C. 
Johnstone  submitted  a  motion,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
"  to  request  the  prince  regent  will  permit  the  copy 
of  a  certain  report,  made  in  1806,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Housed  but  Lord  Castlereagh  opposed  it,  as 
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being  unnecessary,   &nd  the  document  was  conse- 
quently refused. 

Notwithstanding  the  disgust  manifested  by  every 
honest  Englishman  at  the  base  conduct  of  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Douglas,  when  they  preferred  their  abo- 
minable charge  against  the  character  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales  in  the  year  1806,  they  had  the  hardihood 
to  present  a  petition  to  the  House  this  year  to  re- 
swear to  the  truth  of  their  former  depositions  concern- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Princess  qf  Wales  I  No  pro- 
ceedings, of  course,  took  place  in  consequence  of 
this  attempt  still  to  propagate  their  calumnies ;  but  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  C.  Johnstone,  a  few  days 
afterwards  in  the  House  of  Commons,  "  That  the 
petition  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  an  audacious  attempt  to  give  a  colour  of 
truth,  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  to  evidence  which 
they  had  delivered  touching  the  conduct  of  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  which  evidence 
was  a  foul  and  detestable  endeavour  to  bring  the  life 
and  honour  of  her  royal  highness  into  danger  and 
suspicion/9  This  resolution,  however,  could  not  be 
passed,  in  consequence  of  the  House  not  being  in 
possession  qf  the  evidence,  which  was  refused,  as  we 
have  just  stated,  by  Lord  Castlereagh ;  but  many 
members  expressed  their  agreement  with  the  senti* 
tnents  of  the  resolution. 

What  was  the  real  reason  for  not  prosecuting  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Douglas,  after  the  House  had  re- 
jected their  petition  with  such  indignation,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnstone,  it  is  not  very  easy  to  di* 
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vine ;  that  alleged  by  Lord  Castlereagh  is  most  cer- 
tainly not  a  satisfactory  one.  It  has  been  often  in- 
sinuated, that  if  the  conspiracy  against  the  life  and 
honour  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  did  not  originate 
with  her  royal  relatives,  it  was  certainly  fostered  and 
brought  to  maturity  by  persons  connected  with  the 
queen  and  the  prince  regent ;  and  the  evidence  of 
Bidgood  and  Cole  very  much  favours  that  opinion. 
If  the  Douglases,  and  Bidgood  and  Cole,  were  the 
"  suborned  traducers,"  to  which  her  royal  highness 
alluded  in  one  of  her  letters  to  the  prince  about 
this  time,  the  impunity  with  which  the  knight  and 
his  lady  were  suffered  to  continue  at  large  cannot  ex- 
cite surprise.  This  impunity,  the  report  that  Bidgood 
ha  dr  eceived  a  pension  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  a  year,  and  the  direct  interference  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  in  promoting  the  inquiry,  and  in 
entering  his  caveat  to  prevent  the  princess  being  re- 
ceived at  court,  have  thrown  a  suspicious  veil  around 
this  part  of  the  proceedings,  which  will  not  be  very 
sopp  removed. 

On  the  23rd  of  March  j  the  Princess  of  Wales  had 
to  bear  another  severe  stroke  of  fortune,  in  the  death 
of  her  mother,  the  Duchess  of  Brunswick,  who  was 
interred  with  much  funeral  pomp,  at  Windsor,  on 
the  31st.  This  melancholy  event,  following  so  closely 
after  her  late  persecutions*  was  as  much  as  the  prin- 
cess could  endure;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
sympathetic  attentions  of  one  confidant,  her  royal 
highness  would,  no  doubt,  have  sunk  under  her 
immense  load  of  sorrow. 


228 

In  July  and  August,  the  princess  devoted  the 
greater  portion  of  her  time  to  correspondence  with 
the  prince,  her  husband.  Very  many  of  the  letters 
could  not,  we  think,  have  met  the  eye  of  the  regent, 
or  answers  must  have  been  sent,  if  only  in  common 
courtesy,  as  the  prince  knew  his  honour,  and  also 
that  of  his  family,  were  at  stake.  We  have  trans- 
cripts of  all  these  letters  ;  but  shall  content  ourselves 
with  only  introducing  the  last  she  xvrote  to  his  royal 
highness  previous  to  her  going  abroad.  The  following 
is  a  literal  copy  of  it : 

"23rd  of  Aug.,  1813. 
"  Sir, 

I  have  waited,  with  most  anxious  feelings,  to 
receive  an  acknowledgment  of  the  safe  receipt  of 
"  several  important  communications  which  I  ad* 
".  dressed  to  you  as  *  private  and  confidential/  To 
"~  this  hour  I  have  not  received  a  reply,  and  I  there* 
"  fore  take  up  my  pen  for  the  last  time  upon  this 
*'  most  disagreeable  business.  To  you  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  good  king,  your  father,  has  in- 
variably treated  me  with  the  most  profound  re- 
spect, and  proper  attention ;  and  his  majesty  would 
"  have  done  me  more  essential  service  long  since, 
"  had  it  not  been  for  the  oath  he  gave  to  Lord  Chat- 
"  ham,  to  preserve  from  all  public  investigation  the 
'*  connexion  formed  in  1759  with  the  Quakeress. 
I  am  aware,  Sir,  that  you  may  say  I  intrude 
myself  upon  your  royal  notice  very  frequently ; 
"  but  I  think  and  feel  it  to  be  my  indispensable  duty 
"  and  privilege.     I  have  lately  had  an  interview  with 
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"Lord  Liverpool;  but  his  lordship  cannot  serve 
"  your  royal  highness  and  the  persecuted  Princess  of 
"  Wales.  I,  therefore,  shall  not  submit  myself  to 
"  any  further  interviews  with  his  lordship,  by  my  own 
"  request*  As  I  intend  this  letter  as  a  final  appeal 
"  and  explanation  to  your  royal  highness,  I  beg  to' 
"  ask  your  forbearance  and  lenity  on  account  of  its 
"  length  and  detail. 

"Your   royal   highness  has   not  forgotten   how 
"  strangely  I  was  allured  from  my  father's  court  to 
u  receive  your  hand  in  marriage  (the  letters  of  1794 
"  bear  me  witness).    You  cannot  have  forgotten  the 
"  kind  reception  of  the  king,  your  father,  on  my  ar- 
rival in  the  metropolis  of  this  empire,   and  thd 
sarcastic  manners  of  the  queen.     Two  days  had 
"  scarcely  passed  after  our  marriage,  when  you  com- 
"  nianded  me  to  receive  Lady  Jersey  upon  all  occa- 
"  sions,  although  your  royal  highness  was  too  well 
"  acquainted  with  the  deep-laid  schemes  formed  by 
"  her  majesty  against  me,  which  were  to  be  put  into 
"  execution  by  Lady  Jersey ;    and  when    I  most 
M  humbly  requested  of  you,   that  I  might  be   se- 
"eluded  from  all  society  rather  than  endure  that 
"  which  was  so  hateful  to  me,  your  royal  highness 
"cannot    have  forgotten   the    inhuman  reply  you 
made  me,    *  The  Princess  of  Brunswick  has  an* 
swered  every  purpose  I  desired,  inasmuch  as  my 
debts  are  to  be  settled,  and  my  income  augmented, 
and  I  will  provide  an  heir  to  the  throne  more  worthy 
rf popular  regard  than  any  descendant  of  my  fathers 
family  could  ever  prow.'    These,  Sir,  were  words 
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of  so  heavy  and '  doubtful  a  character,  that  from 
m  that  moment  I  never  forgot  them ;  and  from  the 
"  hour  in  which  my  Charlotte  was  born,  I  have 
"  feared  for  her  health  and  happiness.  How  your 
"  royal  highness  could  thus  insult  me,  you  can  best 
"  imagine. 
"  Another  most  material  grievance  imposed  upon 
me  was,  your  unnatural  remark  to  Lady  Jersey,  in 
my  presence,  '  that  you  thought  the  king  too  fond 
u  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  ;  and  if  her  royal  high- 
"  ness  had  any  children,  Ms  majesty  would  no  doubt 
"  be  the  father,  jnstsad  of  the  grandfather/ 
Lady  Jersey's  reply  will  never  be  effaced  from  my 
memory,  while  reason  holds  her  empire :  '  Yes, 
"  my  prince,  and  you  deserve  it,  if  ever  you  notice 
"  the  Princess  of  Wales  again  in  the  character  qf  a 
"  husband  or  lover.9  Your  royal  highness  may  re- 
"  member  I  instantly  left  the  room,  more  deeply  in- 
"  suited  and  wounded  than  language  can  describe. 
"  From  that  time,  I  was  aware  of  my  cruel  fete, 
and  I  did  deeply  deplore  the  necessity  which  had 
forced  me  from  the  much-loved  scenes  of  my  in- 
fancy and  youthful  years. 
The  very  remarkable  request  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
"  1800,  for  a  private  interview  with  me,  was  another 
"  cause  for  disquiet  to  my  mind ;  but  I  acceded 
"  immediately,  and  he  accordingly  was  admitted. 
"  The  object  of  that  minister's  visit  was  to  solicit  my 
silence  upon  the  subject  of  the  bondholders,  whose 
fate  had  caused  so  great  an  interest  in  several 
"  countries,  and  whose  families  had  been  the  victims 
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"  of  their  ready  acquiescense  to  the  wishes  of  the 
"  royal  princes.  '  But,'  said  Mr.  Pitt,  *  these*  affairs 
"  are  of  as  much  consequence  to  your  royal  highness 
"  as  they  are  to  the  other  members  of  the  roydl family  ; 
"  and  if  matters  of  this  kind  are  to  be  canvassed  pub- 
"  fctyf  your  royal  highness  may  rest  assured  that  ere 
"  long  your  family  will  not  be  permitted  to  occupy  the 
"  exalted  rank  and  station  they  now  enjoy.  I  there- 
"fore  most  earnestly  recommend  that  your  royal  high* 
41  ness  does  not  name  these  subjects  to  any  <f  the 
"  anti-ministerial  party,  who  are  not  at  present  in  pos- 
"session  of  the  circumstances.9  I  do  not  doubt  but 
"  Mr.  Pitt  laid  the  whole  of  this  conversation  before 
"  your  royal  highness,  and  he  must  have  noticed  the 
"  very  cool  and  guarded  reception  I  gave  him.  To 
"  have  behaved  openly  to  Mr.  Pitt  was  impossible, 
"  as  I  knew  too  well  his  avowed  hostile  feelings 
"  against  me.  But  a  few  days  had  elapsed  after  this 
"  interview,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
"  good  king.  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before 
"  your  royal  highness  the  substance  of  our  conver- 
"  sation.  c  My  dear  daughter,'  said  his  majesty,  *  I 
"  hear  Pitt  has  paid  you  a  confidential  visit/  *  Yes, 
"  Sire,  he  has/  I  replied.  *  What  was  the  object  of 
"  it  T  €  Upon  the  subject  of  the  bondholders,  your 
"  majesty/  *  I  hope  you  made  no  rash  promise  V 
"  said  the  king ;  '  None,  Sire/  *  IVhy  could  not 
"  Pitt  have  called  upon  you  at  a  more  statable  hour, 
"  Caroline  V  *  I  do  not  know,  Sire ;  but  I  plainly 
"  saw  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  think  much  etiquette  was 
14  necessary  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  as  he  well  knew 
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if  ttw  wty  dinner  hour;  and  yet  I  was  determined 
not  to  refuse  myself,  as  I  was  perfectly  sure  the 
whole  of  the  affair  would    be   reported  to  the 

*  queen/   *  Caroline,  my  niece/  said  the  king,  c  do 

*€  NOT,  PRAY  DO  NOT,  FEAR  PlTT,  OR  ANY  OF  MY 
*'  FAMILY.  I  WILL  PUT  YOU  IN  POSSESSION  OF  SOME 
"  AFFAIRS  WHICH  WILL  SOON  SILENCE  THEM  ALL  ;  AND 
"  BEFORE  THE  END  OF  THIS  WEEK  I  WILL  SEND  YOU 
u  A  SMALL  PARCEL  OF  IMPORTANT  PAPERS,  BY  THE 
u  HAND  OF  A  TRUSTY  MESSENGER.9 

*  "  Your  royal  father  most  scrupulously  kept  his 
"  word,  and  enclosed  me  the  proofs  he  had  named, 
"  and  promised  to  send.  Many  times  since  then 
u  have  I  informed  your  royal  highness  that  I  was  in 
"  confidence  upon  those  subjects ;  but  you  have 
"  never  condescended  to  acknowledge  those  cotnmu- 
"  nications,  or  expressed  one  sentiment  of  obliga- 
"  tion  for  the  strict  silence  I  have  observed.  I  have 
"  been  restrained  only  from  the  most  ardent  and 

"  PARENTAL  AFFECTION  TO  MY  LOVELY  DAUGHTER,    or 

"  long  ere  this  I  would  have  proclaimed  the  ex- 

"  TENT  OF  THE  WRONGS  I  HAVE  ENDURED  FROM  SOME 
"  OF  THE  ILLEGAL  AND  UNJUST  IMPOSITIONS  PRACTISED 
u  UPON    ME    AND  THE  BRITISH   NATION.      Your   TOyal 

"  highness  knew  at  the  moment  you  met  me  at  the 
"  altar  in  the  palace,  that  you  were  already  the  affi- 
"  anced  husband  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  and  you  were 
"  well  aware  that  if  my  uncle,  the  king,  had  known 
"  of  that  former  circumstance,  he  would  have  pre- 
"  vented  the  left-handed  marriage  taking  place.  In 
"  this  his  majesty  was  deceived,  and  I  have  been  the 
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44  victim  of  your  intentional  imposition*  It  has  ge- 
nerally been  supposed  by  your  royal  highness9 
M  family  connexions,  that  there  was  some  impropriety 
"  or  defect  by  which  you  received  an  unfavourable 
"  opinion  of  me  in  the  early  part  of  our  fatal  mar* 
u  ringe ;  and,  in  my  presence,  your  royal  highness 
"  has  insulted  me  by  such  insinuations,  though  you 
"  well  know  I  was  not  the  offender,  but  the 
"  OFFENDED ! ! !  Up  to  this  period,  I  have  bu- 
u  tied  your  royal  highness'  UNNATURAL  CON- 
"  DUCT  to  me  in  my  own  bosom ;  but  if  I  am  to 

*  be  so  injured,  and  if  my  character  is  to  be  so  vili- 
"  fied,  I  shall  explain  myself  to  the  nation,  and 
"  think  I  am  performing  an  imperative  duty.  Your 
"  royal  highness  cannot  have  forgotten  the  outrage 

*  you  committed  by  ehtering  my  chamber  at 
"  Montague  House,  and  your  denial  of  it  to 
u  the  queen,  your  mother,  for  the  avowed 
u  purpose  of  traducing  my  honour.    Had  I  not 

*  then  been  restrained  from  explanation  upon  those 
"  base  designs,  by  an  unalterable  love  to  my  child* 
u  I  should  have  exposed  the  infamous  conduct  you 
"  manifested  towards  me. 

"  I  name  these  things,  Sir,  to  prove  to  you  the 
"  inviolable  honour  I  have  observed,  in  despite  of 
"all  the  insults  and  provocations  I  have  received 
"from  your  royal  highness  and  the  queen,  and 
"  also  from  the  creatures  employed  to  ruin  me  in 
"  the  estimation  of  this  generous  English  nation. 
u  A  time  will  come  when  the  secrets  of  my  life  will 
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e  pCblishrd  to  the  woeld;  then  Ut  the  unpre- 
judiced judge. 

"  I  remain,  Sir, 

"  Your  royal  highness9  most 

"  Faithful  wife  and  cousin. 
To  his  Royal  Highness,  "  Caroline  P.w 

the  Prince  Regent." 


It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  confidentially- 
private  and  notorious  secretary  (M'Mahon)  was  the 
receiver  of  these  appeals  and  documents,  who,  pos- 
sessing the  most  unbounded  assurance  in  the  ability 
of  his  royal  master's  coadjutors  to  carry  any  plan 
into  execution,  or  to  prevent  vexatious  trouble  to 
any  extent,  suppressed  them  at  the  moment  when 
they  might  have  proved  of  the  greatest  consequence 
to  her  royal  highness.  We  cannot  wonder  at  this, 
when  we  take  into  account  the  character  of  this  pri- 
vate secretary,  who  dared  to  violate  the  rights  of 
friendship,  and  break  through  the  most  sacred  ties 
of  conjugal  affection,  treating  the  honourable  en- 
gagements of  persons  in  general  as  matters  of  minor 
consequence !  Were  this  depraved  man  now  an  in- 
habitant of  the  earth,  we  would  ask  him  if  his  recol- 
lection could  furnish  the  number  of  inroads  he  had 
made  upon  the  abodes  of  innocence  and  beauty,  to 
gratify  his  royal  patron.  We  could  ourselves  name 
several  instances;  but  one  will  suffice,  which  we 
copy  from  the  manuscript  of  a  friend,  and  the  sub- 
stance of  which  has  been  before  published. 
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The  private  secretary  of  the  prince  (M'Mahon) 
was  accustomed  to  retire  for  recreation  to  Bath,  at 
certain  periods.  At  the  time  to  which  we  now  advert, 
he  was  travelling  to  that  city,  and,  at  Marlborough, 
a  respectable  and  venerable  gentleman,  accompanied 
by  two  young  ladies,  took  their  seats  in  the  stage 
coach.  The  courtier  was  not  wanting  in  attentions, 
and,  in  reply  to  his  numerous  questions,  he  soon  re- 
ceived the  information,  "  that  the  gentleman  was  a 
poor  clergyman,  residing  near  Marlborough;  that 
the  two  young  ladies  were  his  daughters,  whom  he 
then  was  accompanying  to  visit  a  relation  at  Bath." 
M'Mahon's  polished  manners,  added  to  the  fixed  de- 
termination of  sacrificing  these  ladies  to  his  royal 
master's  desires,  had  the  hoped-for  effect,  and  the 
deluded  party  was  anxious  to  cultivate  further  ac- 
quaintance with  the  stranger.  Two  days  after  their 
arrival,  the  intriguing  secretary  wrote  and  despatched 
the  following  letter  to  the  prince : 


"  (Most  Psxvatb.) 

"Bath,  Sunday  Evening.  , 
"Si*, — Ever  alive  to  the  obtaining  possession  of  any  object 
which  may  contribute  to  your  royal  pleasures,  I  hasten  to  inform 
voir  royal  highness,  that  chance  has  thrown  me  into  the  company 
of  two  most  lovely  girls,  the  daughters  of  an  indigent  curate,  and 
*ho,  from  their  apparent  simplicity  and  ignorance  of  the  world, 
«»y  be  soon  brought  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  your  royal  high- 
Ktt<  I  shall  immediately  devise  some  plan  by  which  they  may  be 
induced  to  visit  the  metropolis,  and  the  remainder  of  my  task  will 
then  not  be  difficult  of  execution.  The  prize  is  too  valuable  to  be  lost 
aghtof;  the  elder  of  the  girls  bears  some  resemblance  in  her  form 
uid  make  to  Hillisberg,  although  it  is  evident  that  the  whole  full- 
be»  of  her  growth  has  not  yet  developed  itself.  The  younger  is 
Bore  of  a  languishing  beauty ;  but,  from  the  knowledge  which  I 
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possets  of  your  royal  taste,  the  elder  will  be  the  object  of  your 

choice. 

u  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c.  &c. 

"  JOHN  M'MAHON." 

"  To  his  Royal  Highness  the 

Prince  Regent,  &c.  &c.fl 

The  intimacy  at  Bath  was  cultivated.  M 'Malum 
promised  to  intercede  for  the  interest  of  the  worthy 
clergyman,  and  afterwards  engaged  to  ensure  him 
promotion* 

In  the  midst  of  explanations,  promises,  and  en* 
gagements,  M'Mahon  was  summoned  to  town  by  the 
royal  order.  Ere  he  departed,  he  promised,  in- 
stantly upon  seeing  the  prince,  to  lay  their  case 
before  him,  and  dwelt  in  vivid  terms  upon  the  ef- 
fects of  such  a  representation.  Within  the  ensuing 
fortnight,  the  clergyman  received  a  letter  from  him, 
announcing  "  that  a  vicarage  was  vacant,  in  the  gift 
of  the  crown,  to  which  he  should  receive  the  pre- 
sentation." M'Mahon  again  visited  Bath,  and  re- 
commended the  clergyman  and  family  to  take  up 
their  abode  in  the  metropolis.  For  this  purpose,  he 
had  engaged  apartments  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Ge- 
neral Hamilton,  in  Gloucester-place,  to  which  they 
soon  resorted.  In  the  mean  time,  M'Mahon  in- 
formed the  clergyman  that  his  induction  would 
shortly  take  place,  and  that,  in  the  interim,  he  must 
employ  himself  in  the  most  agreeable  manner,  as 
also  his  daughters,  in  such  amusements  as  the  town 
afforded.  Mrs.  Hamilton  was  also  pleased  to  say 
she  would  be  their  conductor  and  companion  upon 
all  occasions.     The  lady  just  named  was  a  gay, 
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though  unsuspected,  character,  Shortly  after  this 
period,  at  an  evening  party,  M'Mahon  introduced 
Colonel  Fox,  "  a  gentleman,"  he  said,  "  allied  to  the 
noblest  families,  and  of  an  immense  fortune.* 

If  our  readers  should  here  inquire,  who  was  Co* 
lonel  Fox  ?  we  answer, — the  Prince  of  Wales. 

We  hasten  to  the  conclusion  of  this  most  infamous 
history.  The  deceiyed  clergyman  was  informed  that 
he  must  proceed  to  a  village  in  Leicestershire,  where 
his  induction  would  instantly  take  place;  and  he, 
therefore,  hastily  took  leave  of  his  daughters,  with 
an  assurance  that  they  were  in  flip  best  society.  In- 
deed, Mrs.  Hamilton  had  evinced  such  interest  and 
apparent  solicitude  in  their  happiness,  that  his  heart 
was  relieved  from  any  doubts  for  their  safety.  This 
amiable  father  took  leave  of  his  children  in  the  most 
affectionate  manner ;  but  little  did  he  imagine  that 
embrace  would  be  the  last  he  should  ever  receive 
from  them, — yet  so  it  proved,  A  short  time  after, 
early  in  the  day,  M'Mahon  called  upon  Mrs.  Ge- 
neral Hamilton9  expressing  the  necessity  pf  her 
seeing  ber  solicitor  upon  soipe  affairs  relative  to  the 
estate  of  her  deceased  husband* 

The  carriage  was  prdered,  pnd  the  secretary  pro- 
mised to  remain  with  the  younger,  while  the  elder 
sister  accompanied  Mrs.  Hamilton.  "  We  will  first 
drive  to  Taylors,  in  Bond-street,*'  said  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton, "  he  has  some  pommipsions  to  execute  fqr  me," 
and  accordingly  they  were  pet  down  there. 

The  obsequious  shop-maker  requested  them  to 
walk  into  the  drawing-room,  which  they  did  j  and  in 
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a  few  minutes  Mrs.  Hamilton  said,  "  I  will  now  step 
down,  and  transact  my  business  with  Taylor."  In  a 
short  time  she  returned,  saying,  "  How  truly  fortu- 
nate we  are ;  Colonel  Fox  has  just  entered  the  shop, 
and,  being  informed  you  are  here,  has  solicited  per- 
mission to  keep  you  company  until  I  return  from  my 
solicitor's;  you  cannot  refuse  the  request ;"  and  then, 
without  waiting  a  reply,  she  left  the  room.  The 
pretended  Colonel  Fox  entered ;  he  professed  eternal 
love  and  unalterable  constancy ;  and,  within  one  hour, 
this  lovely,  but  most  unfortunate,  female  was  added 
to  the  infamously-swelled  list  of  the  prince's  de- 
baucheries and  cruel  seductions.  The  younger  si* 
ter  still  lives — a  melancholy  proof  of  outraged  and 
insulted  honour. 

We  have  given  this  detail  to  satisfy  the  scrupulous 
portion  of  society,  that  the  prince  merited  a  thout 
sand-fold  more  exposure  and  execration  than  he  ever 
received. 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Whitbread  was  very  pressing 
with  the  Princess  of  Wales,  advising  her  to  make  a 
tour  upon  the  continent,  in  order  to  divert  her  mind 
from  the  provocations  she  was  so  frequently  called 
upon  to  endure.  Upon  one  occasion,  he  urged  the 
subject  with  considerable  warmth,  and  his  great 
earnestness  surprised  her  royal  highness.  With  her 
usual  readiness,  she  said,  "  I  feel  sure  Mr.  Whitbread 
does  not  intend  any  thing  disagreeable  in  these 
remarks ;  but,  Sir,  are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Canning 
has-been  pressing  the  same  opinion  upQn  my  notice  ? 
and  I  do  not  comprehend  why  this  suggestion  is  made 
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beloved  child  exposed  to  the  determinate  will  and 
caprice  of  the  queen,  and  others,  who,  doubtless, 
will  vex  her  as  much  as  possible  ?  Are  you,  Sir,  rem 
quested  to  represent  this  to  me,  or  is  it  your  private 
opinion  7*  Mr.  Whitbread  replied,  • €  It  is  my  per- 
sonal opinion,  and  solely  to  provide  against  any  un# 
happy  effects  arising  from  the  queen's  displeasure, 
which,"  he  added,  "  I  well  know  is  unbounded*9 

On  the  27th  of  May,  the  princess  went  to  the 
Opera  House,  It  was  her  first  appearance  in  public 
since  her  triumphant  acquittal.  Her  royal  highness 
was  received  with  considerable  acclamations,  while 
even  her  enemies  were  compelled  to  acknowledge 
"the  dignity,  delicacy,  and  feeling,  pre-eminently 
displayed  in  her  behaviour." 

On  the  30tb,  the  regent  gave  a  grand  supper  and 
ball,  but  the  princess  was  not  invited. 

The  supplies  required  for  the  service  of  this  year 
amounted  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions ! 

Endless  vexations  and  anxieties  attended  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  up  to  the  year 

1814; 

but  the  public  voice  cheered  her  to  the  ultimate  de- 
feat of  her  base  enemies. 

The  transactions  of  this  year  do  not  reflect  much 
credit  upon  certain  mis-named  illustrious,  individuals, 
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and  can  never  fail  to  excite  contempt  in  the  minds 
of  the  British  people.  The  Douglas  party  were  pro- 
raised  rewards,  which  they  could  not  obtain,  except 
in  a  less  degree,  as  it  was  alleged  they  had  failed  in 
a  principal  part  of  their  unworthy  undertaking ; 
namely,  the  degradation  of  the  princess,  by  a  full 
and  unlimited  verdict  against  her  royal  highness, 
agreeable  to  the  charges  they  had  preferred. 

The  disappointed  queen  was  indignant,  beyond 
bounds,  at  the  honourable  acquittal  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales.  '«  What  !*  said  her  majesty,  "ami  for 
ever  to  be  disappointed  by  the  adroit  talents  of  the 
princess,  whose  very  name  I  hate !  It  must  not  be. 
If  she  be  recognised  as  an  unblemished  character, 
I  am  well  satisfied  the  odium  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ing will  fall  upon  me;  and  rather  would  1  prefer  death 
than  suffer  her  royal  highness  to  triumph  oyer  me!* 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  then  consulted  by  the  queen, 
and  he  engaged  to  do  his  utmost  against  the  princess  ; 
and  the  regent  again  suggested  the  idea  pf  her  going 
abroad,  when  steps,  more  effectual,  might  be  taken 
to  ruin  her  character.  Lord  Castlereagh,  therefore, 
the  next  day  informed  the  princess,  by  a  note,  "  that 
for  the  present  time  all  interviews  with  tjie  Princess 
Charlotte  must  cease." 

On  the  7th  of  January,  the  Princess  of  Wales  gave 
an  entertainment  at  Montague  House,  where  a  se- 
lect party  was  invited,  in  honour  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte's  birth-day,  who  had  now  attained  her 
eighteenth  year. 

An.  unexpected  event,  about  this  period,  gave  the 
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Princess  Charlotte  an  interview  with  her  mother  for 
nearly  two  hours,   in  which  these  affectionate  re- 
latives enjoyed  an  undisturbed  conversation*    The 
Princess  Charlotte  was  very  explicit  in  her  commu- 
nications to  her  dear  mother  on  the  severity  of  the 
queen,  during  the  time  she  had  lately  spent  with  her 
majesty  at  Windsor ;  and,  among  other  observations, 
remarked,    "  Her  majesty   is   a  tyrant  to    all 
around  her.     If  you  walk  out  with  the  queen/9 
continued  the  charming  and  noble  princess,  "  you 
are  sure  to  be  told  your  pace  is  disagreeable, — either 
too  quick  or  too  slow.    If  you  feel  pleasure  in  see- 
ing any  sweet  pretty  plant,  and  express  admiration 
of  its  several  beautiful  colours,  and  its  various  de- 
licate appearances,  you  are  sure  to  be  told,  such 
observations  prove  your  want  of  taste  and  judgment. 
Indeed,  my  dear  mother,  I  like  anybody  better  than 
my  disagreeable  grandmother,  and  I  can  never  per* 
mit  myself  to  remain  with  her  so  long  again.     When 
I  am  at  the  castle,  I  am  seldom  allowed  to  wee  my 
grandfather,  the  king ;  and,  when  I  do,  he  scarcely 
looks  at  me,  and  seems  extremely  unhappy.    When 
my  royal  father  goes  to  the  castle,  he  is  always  with 
-the  queen  alone,  and  very  rarely  pays  a  visit  to  the 
king."    Such  was  the  ingenuousness  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte.    She  would  immediately  speak  the  truth, 
and  defy  all  results,  rather  than  act  with  dissimula- 
tion to  please  or  conciliate  any  one.    This  was  the 
longest  interview  which  was  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  these 
high-spirited  and  generous-minded  personages.  Alas ! 
their  destiny  might  have  been  pourtrayed  by  the  pen 
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of  cruelty,  and  traced  in  characters  of  blood !  At 
parting,  the  princess  most  tenderly,  embraced  her 
mother,  and  that  parent  for  the  moment  forgot  all 
her  sorrows.  But  what  was  her  agitation,  when  her 
only  hope  was  saying,  "Farewell!"  Agonizing — 
beyond  all  expression — agonizing!  We  must  sym- 
pathize with  auch  sorrows,  and  admit  the  propriety 
of  the  remark  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  at  this  sepa- 
ration, "  My  life  has  already  been  too  long,  since  it 
has  been  one  continued  scene  of  misfortune !" 

The  prince  regent  now  paid  a  visit  to  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  standing  spon- 
sor to  the  young  marquis,  the  duke's  son  and  heir. 
The  preparations  for  the  reception  and  accommoda- 
tion of  his  royal  highness  were  upon  the  most  mag- 
nificent scale,  which,  we  are  sorry  to  relate,  were 
little  else  than  thrown  away.  In  the  evening,  the 
sparkling  goblet  was  so  freely  emptied  by  the  royal 
guest,  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  to  the  cham- 
ber prepared  for  him.  Do  not  imagine,  gentle  reader, 
that  we  are  disposed  to  dwell  ill-naturedly  on  the 
mischances  of  this  luckless  night ;  but  the  prince 
was  unfortunate,  and  committed  such  sins  and  trans- 
gressions in  this  ducal  apartment,  and  in  the  bed  pre* 
pared  for  him,  that,  at  a  very  early  hour,  his  carriage 
was  ordered,  and  his  royal  highness  was  on  the  road 
to  London !  The  domestics  at  Belvoir  Castle  were 
left  to  relate  this  very  disagreeable  incident,  and  tes- 
tify that  the  means  required  for  the  purification  of 
their  master's  premises  were  of  no  common  quality ! 

However  facetiously  we  may  have  spoken  of  this 
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and  indignation  from  such  scenes.  How  revolting  is 
the  reflectiqn  that  this  w^s  the  prince  invested  with 
kingly  authority,  and  to  whom  so  many  millions  of 
intelligent  beings  were  looking  for  the  redress  of 
their  grievances,  and  the  amelioration  of  their  many 
miseries ! 

The  king's  indisposition  increased  in  the  early 
part  of  this  year,  and  the  over-bearing  tyranny  of 
the  queen  consequently  knew  no  bounds.  In  May, 
she  addressed  several  notes  to  the  Princess  of  Wales 
to  forbid  her  appearance  at  the  drawing-room,  to 
which  her  royal  highness  replied  very  spiritedly. 
Some  of  these  letters  were  afterwards  published,  but 
several  were  suppressed.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
the  prince  expressed  his  unalterable  determination 
"  never  again  to  meet  the  princess,  either  in  public 
or  private/'  and  the  queen  was  the  person  who  com* 
municated  bis  royal  highness9  unmanly  vow  to  the 
princess. 

About  three  weeks  after  this  announcement,  some 
illustrious  foreigners,  who  were  formerly  intimate 
with  the  family  of  the  princess,  paid  her  royal  high- 
ness a  visit ;  and,  on  the  ensuing  day,  they  received 
her  royal  highness'  invitation  to  dine  with  her  on 
that  day  se'nnight  It  was  accepted  with  pleasure ; 
but,  only  about  an  hour  previous  to  the  appointed 
time  for  dinner,  an  apology  was  sent,  asking  pardon 
for  the  delay,  which  was  said  to  be  unavoidable,  a* 
the  impediments  arose  from  the  commands  of  the 
URGENT,  which  tod  only  been  communicated  to  them 
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A  few  hours  before  !  Upon  Mr.  Canning's  next 
visit  to  the  princess,  he  explained  the  reason  of 
this  shameful  conduct,  by  saying,  "  that  Colonel 
M'Mahon  desired,  as  a  compliment,  they  would  dine 
at  Carlton  House  that  day,  and  expressed  an  apology 
for  the  shortness  of  the  invitation,  as  the  regent 
had  some  days  before  given  him  his  instructions  to 
invite  them,  but  that  he  (the  colonel)  had  for- 
gotten   IT    JN    THE    HURRT    OF    BUSINESS.       NOW," 

added  Mr.  Canning,  "  I  know  this  story  to  be  an  in* 
vention ;  for  it  was  only  on  the  very  morning  of  the 
day  appointed  by  your  royal  highness  that  a  brother 
of  the  regent  heard  of  their  intended  visit,  and  in- 
formed him  of  it ;  and  the  prince  then  commanded 
M'Mahon  to  invite  the  party  to  dine  at  Carlton 
House,  which  they  could  not  refuse,  as  etiquette 
would  forbid  their  accepting  any  engagement  in  pre- 
ference to  that  of  the  regent."  Was  there  ever  a 
more  artful  and  vindictive  piece  of  business  con* 
cocted?  How  worthy  was  the  master  of  such  p 
scheming  servant  as  M'Mahon ! 

In  June,  the  allied  sovereigns  arrived  in  London, 
and  fetes  and  festivals  followed  in  close  succession. 
New  honours  were  conferred  upon  several  persons, 
who  had  been  leaders  in  the  late  war.  Lord  Wel- 
lington was  created  Marquis  of  Douro  and  Duke  of 
Wellington.  To  support  this  new  dignity,  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds  were  granted  to  him  by 
the  boroughmongering  majority ! 

In  consequence  of  the  queen's  edict,  the  Princess 
of  Wales  was  excluded  from  the  drawing  rooms,  held 
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in  honour  of  the  Illustrious  guests ;  and  this  extra 
piece  of  persecuting  malice  sufficiently  attested  the 
Bitkness  of  the  minds  of  her  too  powerful  enemies. 

Under  these  trying  circumstances,  Mr*  Canning 
aid  Mr.  Whitbread  again  urged  their  advice,  that 
it  would  be  better  for  all  parties  if  the  princess  ab- 
sented herself  for  a  period,  as  the  queen  was  so 
severe  to  the  Princess  Charlotte,  in  consequence  of 
her  regard  for  her  mother.    This  consideration  was 
enough  for  the  fond  parent.    "  Yes,*9  said  her  royal 
highness,   "  for  the  sake  of  my  child,  I  will  leave 
England ;  I  feel  assured  that  my  afflicted  father-in- 
law,  the  king,  cannot  long  survive ;  he  is  falling  very 
gradually.    But  the  crisis  may  be  sudden ;  in  that 
case,  you  know  my  situation;   and  what  has  been 
refused  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  cannot,  I  presume, 
be  refused  to  the  Queen  of  England !  In  making  this 
reference,   I  merely  and  only  mean,  that  I    have 
hitherto  been  treated  with  the  most  unmerited  se- 
verity, and  the  greatest  injustice;  this,  I  hope,  will 
not  be  permitted  in  the  event  of  my  being  queen. 
I  name  this  to  satisfy  you,  as  my  friends,  that  when* 
ever  I  can  return  to  this  country  with  safety  to  my 
child,    and  honour  to  my  few  zealous    friends,   I 
shall  not  lose  one  moment  in  answering  the  sum* 
mora." 

On  the  4th  of  June,  Lord  Castlereagh  moved  in 
the  committee  of  the  House,  that  fifty  thousand 
pounds  be  annually  paid  to  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales.  Mr.  Whitbread  offered  some 
very  correct  and  spirited  remarks  upon  the  subject, 
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and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  The  princess,  in  the 
most  generous  manner,  wrote  to  the  Speaker  on  the 
5th,  declining  to  receive  more  than  thirty-five  thou* 
sand,  adding,  as  a  reason  for  this,  her  dislike  to 
increase  the  already  heavy  burdens  imposed  upon 
the  nation. 

The  ill-natured  manner  in  which  this  most  honour- 
able  act  was  received  is  best  explained  in  the  words 
of  Lord  Castlereagh,  who,  on  the  8th,  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  letter  of  the  princess, 
and  concluded  "by  saying,  "  It  is  not  my  duty  to  vote 
the  public  money  to  a  subject  who  is  not  inclined  to 
receive  it."  Her  royal  highness  certainly  was  not 
much  indebted  to  Lord  Castlereagh  for  his  very  ele- 
gant  and  noble  mention  of  her  name,  thus  made ; 
and  the  most  dim-sighted  person  might  have  easily 
se£n  that  "  if  the  vessel  came  safe  to  shore,"  a 
marquisate  would  be  the  reward  of  the  pilot 

The  Princess  of  Wales  at  length  requested  leave  of 
the  ministers  to  go  abroad.  This  was  very  readily 
granted;  land,  after  some  arrangements  for  corres- 
pondence, her  royal  highness  prepared  to  depart. 
A  very  short  interview  was  permitted  with  the  child 
of  her  hopes  and  affections,  while  even  that  was  at- 
tended by  the  ladies  in  waiting.    They  separated 

then — TO  MEET  NO  MORE  IN  THIS  WORLD  f 

It  was  during  this  affecting  interview  that  ber 
royal  highness  committed  some  letters  of  import- 
ance to  the  care  of  her  noble-minded  daughter; 
and,  as  it  appeared  impossible  for  any  private  con- 
versation to  pass  between  them,  a  letter  accompanied 
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the  6thers„  addressed  to  the  Princess  Charlotte  by 
her  afflicted  mother,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
transcript: 

"  Copy  Of  a  ktter  to  my  dear  Charlotte,  Princess  of 

Wales. 

"  1814,  June  1th. 
"  My  dearest  Child, 

"  I  deposit  to  your  keeping  a  small  parcel  of  let- 
ters for  my  much-esteemed  friend,  Lady  *******, 
I  well  know  her  generous  disposition  will  cause  her 
to  endure  a  vast  load  of  sorrow  on  my  account,  and, 
from  these  documents,  the  nation  may  one  day  be 
bold.  I  must  tell  you,  my  dearest  child,  that  in  con-> 
formity  to  my  father  and  mother's  opinion,  I  became 
the  wife  (so  called)  of  your  father.  Well  do  I  re- 
member the  time  when  my  dear  father,  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  entered  my  library,  (holding  in  his  hand 
a  letter)  saying,  '  Caroline,  my  love,  I  desire  you 
will  give  your  attention  to  the  request  of  your  most 
excellent  uncle,  the  King  of  England,  and,  without 
any  demur,  engage  to  marry  your  cousin  George* 
He  is  undoubtedly  the  most  elegant  man  and  the 
most  accomplished  oentleman  in  Europe.  Very 
unfortunately,  this  prince  has  been  captivated  by  the 
many  beautiful  ladies  surrounding  the  court}  but 
although  he  may  have  committed  himself  in  formal 
engagements,  yet  the  prince  is  the  most  ready,  de- 
sirous, and  expectant  supplicant  for  your  hand !'  I 
started,  and  exclaimed,  '  What,  my  dear  sire  7  The 
sequel,  however,  is  sufficient     I  came  to  England. 
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I  was  received  heroically  by  the  people,  flatteringly 
by  the  persons  deputed  to  attend  me,  and  sarcasti- 
cally by  the  queen,  my  aunt ;  but  most  pleasantly  by 
the  king,  my  uncle,  and  the  prince,  my  destined 
husband.  After  my  marriage  with  the  prince,  your 
father,  I  soon  had  occasion  to  regret  my  change  of 
situation.  However,  I  strove  to  conceal  my  disap- 
pointment and  chagrin,  and  appeared  as  lively  as  if 
I  had  no  cause  for  regret  Speedily  after  my  mar- 
riage, I  was  informed  that  the  prince  was  not  my 
legal  husband ;  that,  some  time  previous  to  our  mar- 
riage, he  had  been  united  to  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  and 
therefore  our  engagement  was  null  and  void!  I 
opened  the  sorrows  of  my  heart  to  the  good  king. 
c  Ah !  Ah !'  said  his  majesty,  '  I  will  befriend  you, 
but  my  family  will  prove  my  ruin.  They  care  not 
for  any  thing  beside  their  own  ease,  and  they,  sooner 
or  later,  will  lose  the  crown  by  such  improper  con* 
duct.  The  disposition  of  my  son  George  is  unrelent- 
ing ;  but  I  will  tell  you,  my  dear  niece,  that  you 
may  subdue  his  public  injurious  mention  of  your 
character,  if  you  make  use  of  proper  means.  My 
son  is  so  lascivious,  that  if  you  would  attempt  to  hide 
his  defects,  they  would  speedily  become  more  appa- 
rent.* In  the  course  of  conversation,  his  majesty 
informed  me  of  the  untimely  end  of  his  brother 
Edward,  and  also  of  the  marriage  and  ISSUE  of 
that  brother,  who,  he  stated,  had  been  educated  for 
the  church ;  and  also,  that  he  had  frequently  seen 
him  during  his  residence  at  Eton  with  no  small  de- 
gree of  affection  and  regret,  and  had  even  appointed 
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interviews  with  the  individual  under  whose  care  he 
was  placed,  to  adopt  plans  for  his  welfare.  I  con- 
fess, my  dear  Charlotte,  I  was  quite  unprepared  for 
this  exposition,  and  I  answered  with  much  warmth, 
4  Does  your  majesty  mean  to  say,  that  his  royal 
highness  left  issue  which  has  never  been  acknow- 
ledged ?'  '  I  do,  indeed/  replied  the  king,  *  and 
though  the  affair  has  been  hitherto  kept  from  the 
public,  yet  I  fancy  it  will,  one  day  or  another,  be 
made  known/  My  dear  Charlotte  will  conceive  how 
much  I  felt  upon  these  singular  explanations.  I  long 
to  tell  you  more  upon  the  subject,  but  as  our  con- 
fidential messenger  is  waiting,  I  must  conclude  by 
subscribing  myself 

Your  very  affectionate  mother, 

Caroline.19 

The  persecuted  wife  of  the  heir-apparent  now  pre- 
pared to  leave  England.  Her  royal  highness  went 
to  Worthing  on  the  2nd  of  August,  and  on  the  9th 
embarked  for  the  Continent,  with  a  heart  heavily 
charged  with  the  most  poignant  feelings. 

The  evening  of  her  departure  was  spent  in  rioting 
and  drunkenness  by  the  inhabitants  of  Carlton  House, 
as  they  bad  now  attained  a  portion  of  their  dishonour- 
able object,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  relied  upon 
final  success.  The  entertainments  given  at  this  pe- 
riod by  the  "  unparalleled  prince"  were  of  the  most 
dazzling  and  costly  description.  The  massive  ser- 
vices of  richly-chased  gold,  and  the  viands  served 
upon  them,  in  addition  to  every  luxurious  append- 
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age,  were  daily  superseded  by  others,  still  more  rare 
and  expensive  than  the  preceding  ones.  Hundreds 
of  thousands  were  thus  lavished  on  useless  pomp, 
while*  perhaps,  a  poor  tradesman,  who  had  received 
the  honour  of  an  order  by  command  of  the  prince, 
and  had  borrowed  the  larger  portion  of  the  means  to 
enable  him  to  execute  it,  solicited,  in  the  most  hum- 
ble manner,  a  portion  of  his  debt;  but,  alas!  soli- 
cited in  vain ;  and,  after  daring  to  press  his  desti- 
tute and  ruined  condition  several  times,  is  probably 
forbidden  ever  to  ask  for  the  settlement  again,  but 
to  wait  the  royal  pleasure.  His  impatient  creditors, 
in  the  interim,  arrest  him ;  he  is  carried  to  a  prison, 
and,  in  the  agony  of  his  soul,  commits  suicide. 
Many  a  wife  and  family  of  children  have  thus  been 
reduced  to  a  workhouse,  and  the  greater  number  of 
them  afterwards  thrown  upon  the  town !  But — these 
are  some  of  the  privileges  of  royalty ! 

The  reminiscences  of  the  queen  were  sometimes 
rather  painful ;  and,  shortly  after  she  had  driven  her 
daughter-in-law  from  the  country,  symptoms  of  me- 
lancholy were  observed.  Her  physicians,  therefore, 
recommended  a  change  of  air;  and,  in  order  to 
amuse  her  majesty,  it  was  proposed  that  she  should 
repair  to  Brighton  for  a  short  time,  accompanied  by 
the  princesses. 

The  Princess  Charlotte,  after  the  departure  of  her 
much-beloved  mother,  appeared  very  unhappy,  and, 
from  that  time,  saw  her  father  and  grandmother  as 
seldom  as  possible.  They  well  knew  she  was  favour- 
able, to  her  mother's  cause,  in  opposition  to  their's, 
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not  only  from  the  very  great  affection  which  she  na- 
turally felt  for  her  mother,  but  also  from  the  num- 
berless proofs  she  had  observed  of  the  honourable 
motives  by  which  the  conduct  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales  had  been  influenced.  To  these  might  be 
added  the  opinion  of  the  virtuous  part  of  the  nation 
upon  the  subject,  and  the  very  great  respect  at  all 
times  paid  to  her  royal  highness  by  those  persons 
who  were  independent  of  the  royal  family  and  the 
government* 

Upon  her  majesty's  return  to  Windsor,  she  found 
the  king  something  improved  in  natural  spirits,  but 
desirous  not  to  be  troubled  with  unnecessary  visiters. 
This  slight  improvement  was,  however,  but  of  short 
duration;  for,  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  this  dis- 
tressingly-afflicted sovereign  relapsed  into  insensibi- 
lity, and  frequently  became  very  boisterous  in  his 
conduct, 

The  amount  required  for  this  year's  service  was 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  millions,  twenty- 
seven  of  which  were  raised  by  loans. 

The  year 

1815 

commenced  under  numerous  public  and  private 
difficulties.  The  regent  found  himself  in  a  very 
unpleasant  situation,  being  under  a  necessity  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  the  various  orders  of  knight- 
hood, in  order  to  preserve  himself  a  sufficiency  of 
adherent*.     A  strange  concatenation  of  events  had 
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also  placed  the  rest  of  the  royal  family  in  an  uneasy 
position.  The  Duke  of  Kent,  some  considerable 
time  before,  entered  into  a  positive  engagement  with 
a  foreign  princess,  by  solemnly  promising  her  mar- 
riage ;  yet,  upon  requesting  his  mother's  approbation 
of  the  choice  he  had  made,  how  great  was  his  sur- 
prise and  indignation  to  find  that  she  would  not  listen 
to  it !  But,  hastily  snatching  up  the  letter  a  second 
time,  she  said,  "  It  is  impossible  such  things  can  be 
permitted;  we  need  money  too  much  in  our  own 
family  to  squander  it  upon  these  miserably-poor  con- 
nexions.'1 This  indignant  lady  quite  forgot,  or  did 
not  wish  to  remember,  her  own  origin,  and  the  great 
wealth  she  had  brought  to  this  country.  Ere  this 
self-important  personage  had  said  so  much,  she  should 
have  called  to  mind  the  many  noble  acts  by  which 
she  had  been  distinguished  above  all  other  royal 
ladies,  and  ought  to  have  reflected,  how  many  thou- 
sands had  suffered  privations  and  want  to  permit  her 
royal  self  and  family  to  live  in  splendour,  and  how 
many  had  been  privately  disposed  of  to  satisfy  her 
inordinate  ambition  and  insatiable  thirst  for  power ! 

Her  majesty  had  also  another  mortification  to  en- 
dure  in  the  marriage  of  her  hopeful  son,  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  with  the  Princess  of  Salms.  Lord 
Castlereagh,  always  happy  to  take  from  the  people, 
had  the  audacity  to  propose  an  additional  grant  to 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  upon  his  alliance  with  a 
lady  so  congenial  to  the  taste  and  talents  of  his  royal 
highness !  The  House  of  Commons,  however,  op- 
posed this   grant,   and  several  members  made  the 
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most  severe,  though  just,  remarks  upon  the  character 
of  Ernest  Augustus  on  this  occasion. 

"  Mr.  R,  Gordon  rose,  and  declared  that  he  could  not  reconcile  it 
to  his  sense  of  duty  to  allow  this  motion  to  pass  with  a  silent  vote 
against  it.  He  was  astonished  at  the  observation  of  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh)  who  brought  forward  this  motion  last  night,  that  he 
did  not  apprehend  any  opposition,  while  he  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord  that  it  must  be  painful  to  hear  any  reflections  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  the  individual  referred  to,  or  any  comments  whatever  at  all 
likely  to  depreciate  the  consequence  of  the  illustrious  family  to  whom 
that  individual  belonged.  But  ministers  alone  were  to  blame  iu 
fo*gg**g  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  before  that  House.  If  any  re- 
flections were  thrown  out  against  that  iudividual,  it  was  the  fault  of 
ministers  in  forcing  Jiim  upon  the  consideration  of  that  House, 
After  what  had  notoriously  pass  an  with  respect  to  this 
individual,  and  his  connexion*, — after  the  rumours  that  were 
afloat  upon  the  subject, — he  could  not,  by  any  means,  concur  with 
the  noble  lord,  tfraf  this  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  personal. 
question  /" 

"  Mr.  Bennbt  said,  (he  Duke  of  Cumberland,  of  all  the  branches 
of  the  royal  family,  was  the  only  one  who  could  come  to  that  House, 
aad  make  an  application  for  money,  which  he  should  feel  compelled 
to  oppose  !  He  appealed  to  every  person  in  the  committee,  whether 
they  did  not  hear,  out  of  that  House,  every  individual  in  the 
country  express  on  a  uniform  feeling  with  respect  to  that  per- 
sonege9 — a  feeling  decidedly  averse  from  any  disposition  to  coacar 
is  such  a  grant  as  was  now  proposed.  It  was  impossible  even  to  go 
to  what  was  called  fashionable  society,  without  bearing  the  same 
fecting  of  disrespect  expressed!!!" 

"  Lord  Nugent  disapproved  of  the  grant  proposed,  with  reference 
to  the  time  in  which,  to  the  manner  in  which,  and  to  the  person 
for  whom,  the  grant  was  proposed.  He  differed  with  his  honour- 
able friend  who  spoke  first  in  the  debate,  not  in  his  vote,  but  in  that 
he  did  not  admit  public  rumour  to  influence  his  vote.  For  his  own 
part,  he  voted  mainly  on  evideuce  which  could  come  before  the 
House  only  by  public  rumour, — public  rumour  uncontradicted  and 
noencountered!!!" 

"  Lord  A.  Hamilton  thought  the  House  was  called  upon  to  consider 
the  merits  of  the  individual  before  it  assented  to  this  proposition, 
unless  it  were  assumed  that,  upon  the  marriage  of  any  branch  of  the 
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royal  family,  the  House  was  bound  to  grant  an  additional  allowance, 
without  any  consideration  of  the  nature  of  the  marriage,  which  was 
a  proposition  too  preposterous  to  be  maintained !  The  intimation, 
too,  which  he  understood  to  be  authentic,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the. Duke  of  Cumberland  not  to  reside  in  this  country,  famished 
another  argument  against  the  present  measure ;  nay,  it  was  slated 
that  the  grant  was  brought  forward  upon  the  settled  condition  that 
kii  royal  highness  should  Jix  his  residence  bjabwiibbk  !" 

"  Mr.  McTHUEfif  contended  that  the  House  ought  to  shew,  by  its 
Yote-tfaat  night,  that  it  was  not  inattentive  to  the  morale  of  the 
country,  and  that  therefore  he  should  oppose  the  grant,  not  from  the 
slightest  personal  motives,  but  merely  in  the  cooscientioua  discbarge 
of  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty." 

"  Sir  H.  Movtgombuy  said,  that  when  the  present  bill  waa  first 
brought  into  the  House,  he  voted  for  it,  because  he  thought  Che  pro- 
posed sum  was  no  more  than  what  was  necessary;  bat,  from  ubat 
he  had  heard  since,  he  almost  fancied  he  had  done  something  very 
wrong !  In  the  present  case,  however,  he  really  saw  nothing  which 
would  warrant  the  House  in  putting  such  a  etigma  upon  his  royal 
highness  as  would  be  conveyed  by  refusing  the  grant  t" 

The  House  of  Commons  did  refuse  the  grant, 
though  only  by  a  small  majority.  But  this  majority 
was  sufficient,  according  to  Sir  H.  Montgomery,  one 
of  his  royal  highness'  admirer*,  to  cast  a  stigma  on 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland! 

As  soon  as  the  Princess  of  Wales  was  known  to 
have  left  Brunswick,  and  while  proceeding  to  Geneva, 
persons  were  despatched  from  the  British  Court  to 
watch  all  the  movements  and  pursuits  of  her  royal 
highness,  and  to  report  accordingly,  through  agents 
appointed  for  the  mean  purpose.  Our  country's 
money  was  used  upon  this  base  business  with  no 
sparing  hand.  Mr.  Whi thread,  being  perfectly  aware 
that  these  secret  contrivances  were  put  into  exe- 
cution, felt  more  in  fear  of  some  evil  result  to  the 
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princess  than  if  she  had  remained  in  England.  He, 
as  well  as  many  others,  knew  that  assassination  was 
of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  Italy,  and  more  than 
once  expressed  himself  anxious  to  see  the  princess 
safely  landed  again  on  our  shores.  But  this  was  not 
permitted ;  for,  on  the  6th  of  July,  this  patriot  com- 
mitted suicide,  while  in  a  state  of  mental  aberration. 
He  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  intensity  of  his  feelings 
upon  several  most  important  subjects. 

As  a  man  of  firm  principles,  Mr.  Whitbread  was 
justly  entitled  to  the  praise  of  his  countrymen.     He 
never  allowed  himself  to  be  bribed  into  dishonour- 
able  actions;    and  we   cannot,  therefore,  attribute 
his  unhappy  end  to  the  stings  of  conscience.    The 
man  whose  life,  or  a  principal  portion  of  it,  has  been 
spent  in  furthering  the  wily  schemes  and  treacher- 
ous plans  of  others  may,   very  probably,    in  the 
midst  of  enjoying  the  reward  of  his  villanous  con- 
duct, be  struck  by  memory's  faithful  reflection,  and, 
afraid  of  exposure,  prefer   instant   death ;   but  the 
patriot  who  loves  his  country,  and  has  largely  con* 
tributed  to  the  defence  of  justice  and  liberty,  find- 
ing his  exertions  of  no  available  use,  and   sick  at 
heart  at  the  insults  levied  against  the  oppressed, 
may  be  driven  by  despair  to  rush  into  the  presence 
of  his  Maker  by  his  own  act    This  latter  case,  no 
doubt,  applies  to  the  patriot  whose  untimely  end  we 
are  now  lamenting.     It  was  Mr.  Whitbread's  glory  to 
be  an  Englishman, — it  is  his  country's  boast  that  he 
used  his  energies  for  her  general  benefit.     He  ac- 
tively and  fearlessly  investigated  the  cause  and  nature 
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of  abuses,  was  the  ready  advocate  of  the  oppressed, 
and  the  liberal  friend  of  all  mankind ! 

« 

The  amount  required  for  the  service  of  this  year 
was  one  hundred  and  sixteen  millions,  which  was 
obtained  from  the  heavily- taxed  people,  earned  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and  consequently  by  robbing 
their  starving  families  of  comforts! 

From  such  oppressive  exactions,  the  present  do» 
wineering  Tory  Aristocracy  has  reared  its  un blush- 
ing  and  hydra  head.  It  was  engendered  in  Decep- 
tion, brought  forth  by  Infamy,  nursed  by  Indolence, 
educated  by  Sovereign  Power,  and  has  long  lived 
the  life  of  an  Impostor — daring  and  hardy !  We 
venture  to  predict,  however,  that  its  reign  is  drawing 
to  a  close ;  for  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  are 
now  fixed  upon  it,  and  its  excrescences  are  dis- 
covered !  Yes,  the  monster  has  outwitted  itself,  and 
from  its  seat  will  speedily  shoot  forth  the  tree  of 
liberty.  May  its  fruits  prove  healing  to  nations! 
Merit  will  then  be  rewarded,  Industry  recompensed, 
Commerce  revive,  and  Tranquillity  reign  in  society. 
Kings  will  learn  to  do  justice,  sanguinary  laws  will 
be  abolished ;  and  thus  the  millennium  of  Peace  and 
Joy  will  be  established  on  a  basis  illustrious  and 
impregnable ! 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year 

1816, 
the  iu tended  marriage  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of 
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Wales  with  Prince  Leopold  of  Saxe  Cobourg  was 
announced,  which  had  received  the  sanction  of  the 
regent-  This  intended  union  appeared  to  us,  for 
many  reasons,  highly  improper,  and  too  closely  al- 
lied to  the  circumstances  of  George  the  Third.  We 
knew,  for  a  considerable  period  before  this  announce* 
ment,  that  Leopold  had  been  paying  the  most  de- 
voted attentions  to  a  lady  of  great  merit  and  ac- 
complishments;  and,  also,  that  marriage  had  been 
promised.  We  likewise  did  not  believe  the  prince 
was  a  Protestant  from  conviction,  if  he  professed  so 
to  be ;  and  feared  that,  if  finally  the  husband  of  the 
princess,  he  would  only  be  a  convert  to  our  "  es- 
tablished religion"  from  convenience,  but  really  and 
in  truth,  by  inclination  and  education,  a  Catholic. 
We  do  not  name  the  religious  sentiments  of  the 
prince  as  any  degradation  or  disqualification  to  his 
character  as  a  man  or  as  a  prince,  but  simply  to 
shew  that  his  principles  prohibited  his  entrance,  by 
marriage,  into  the  English  royal  family;  for  the 
royal  marriage  act  expressly  declares  "such  mar* 
riages  shall  be  null  and  void  " 

While  staying  at  the  city  of  Augsbuigh,  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year,  we  heard  various  reports 
upon  the  subject  in  question,  and  the  paper  of  the 
day  having  met  our  eye,  what  were  our  feelings  when 
we  read  the  annexed  paragraph ! 


"  A*g*burgk,  Jcmmtry  10/A. 
"  The  Gazette  of  this  city  contains  the  following  article,  from 
Mean*,  of  January  3rd :  '  Yesterday  was  celebrated,  in  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  St.  Stephen,  ia  the  presence  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Saxe 
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Cobourg,  tbe  iubriaqb  of  bis  brother,  Prince  Leopold,  with  the 
young  and  beautiful  Countess  ef  Cobaky,  according  to  the  rites  of 
the  Catholic  church.' " 

In  contemplating  this  circumstance,  every  honest 
man  must  view  the  conduct  of  Leopold  with  indig- 
nation. Example  is  generally  considered  preferable 
to  precept,  and  Leopold  embraced  this  opportunity 
of  shewing  himself  a  convert  to  such  doctrine. 
Geoirge  the  Third  committed  bigamy  i  his  son 
George  did  the  same ;  and  the  remaining  Hope  of 
England  was  destined  to  be  a  victim  to  similar 
wickedness ! 

After  some  formal  correspondence,  the  regent  sent 
a  message  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  on  the  14th 
of  March,  to  announce  the  marriage  contract  of  his 
daughter,  the  Princess  Charlotte,  with  his  serene 
highness  the  Prince  Leopold  of  Saxe  Cobourg. 
Sixty  thousand  pounds  were  voted  to  the  illustrious 
couple,  annually ;  and,  in  case  of  her  royal  highness? 
demise,  fifty  thousand  pounds  per  annum  were 
to  be  paid  to  the  prince  for  his  life.  Sixty  thou* 
sand  pounds  were  also  granted  for  their  outfit 

Well  may  foreigners  exclaim,  "  How  generous  are 
the  great  English  people !"  Alas !  it  was  not  the 
act  of  the  people;  but  the  absolute  will  of  Im- 
becility, Ignorance,  and  Impudence,  which  we  shall 
have  further  occasion  to  illustrate. 

We  must  now  refer  our  readers  to  the  former  ex- 
pectation  of  marriage  between  the  Princess  Charlotte 
and  the  Prince  of  Orange.  That  union  was  much 
desired  by  the  regent,  because  the  Prince  of  Orange 
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had  promised  unrelenting  opposition  to  the  Princess 
of  Wales.  As  soon  as  the  Princess  Charlotte,  how- 
ever, became  aware  of  this,  she  determinate^  re- 
fused to  see  the  prince  again ;  and  we  well  know 
that  the  Duchess  of  Oldenburgh  took  every  possible 
opportunity  to  press  Prince  Leopold  upon  her  notice. 
Up  to  the  moment  of  the  marriage,  the  Princess 
Charlotte  did  not  hear  or  know  a  single  word  about 
thejvrmer  serious  engagement  of  her  affianced  hus- 
band, except  the  mean  and  paltry  report,  that  H  he1 
had  been  very  voluptuous  in  his  gratifications,  and 
was  then  desirous  of  bidding  an  eternal  adieu  to 
those  who  had  formerly  led  him  astray  F  On  the 
other  hand,  Charlotte  was  tired  of  the  overbearing 
and  indiscriminate  conduct  of  her  grandmother,  the 
queen ;  and  therefore  resolved  to  free  herself  from 
such  restraint. 

Previous  to  the  marriage,  Prince  Leopold  so* 
leranly  promised  to  fulfil  every  iota  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte's  wish,  with  respect  to  her  abused  and 
insulted  mother;  and  further  engaged,  that  he  never 
would  permit  or  allow  himself  to  be  made  a  party, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  injure  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  or  to  prevent  any  correspondence  between 
the  daughter  and  mother,  of  which  her  royal  high- 
ness the  Princess  Charlotte  might  approve.  But  of 
what  signification  were  the  promises  of  such  a  faith- 
less man ! 

The  former  marriage  of  the  prince  was  not  con- 
sidered by  the  queen  a  sufficient  impediment  to  his 
union  with  her  grand-daughter;  and  she  used  her 
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utmost  ability  to  suppress  any  representation  con- 
trary to  the  interest  of  his  serene  highness.  "  Hie 
Augsburgh  Gazettes'9  were,  therefore,  bought  up  at 
an  immense  expense,  to  save  the  character  of  this 
prince  from  public  animadversion,  and  consequent 
contempt  and  hatred. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  Prince  Leopold  arrived 
at  the  Clarendon  Hotel.  Lord  Castlereagh  waited 
upon  his  serene  highness,  and,  on  the  following 
day,  Sir  B.  Bloomfield  arrived  from  Brighton,  with 
the  regent's  command  to  invite  the  prince  to  the 
Pavilion. 

Early  on  the  ensuing  morning,  the  prince  and 
Sir  B.  Bloomfield  left  town  for  Brighton ;  and 
his  serene  highness  was  received  with  as  much 
warmth  and  friendship  by  the  regent  as  if  he  had 
been  an  old  acquaintance,  or  an  especial  friend  in 
iniquity ! 

On  the  27th,  the  queen,  accompanied  by  the 
Princess  Charlotte  and  two  of  the  princesses,  arrived 
at  the  Pavilion,  from  Windsor  Castle ;  the  interview 
was  short  between  Leopold  and  his  intended  bride. 
The  family  resolved  that  the  marriage  should  take 
place  as  soon  as  possible.  The  royal  ladies  returned 
to  Windsor,  and  the  prince  remained  at  Brighton 
with  the  regent. 

At  the  time  such  immense  sums  were  voted  for 
this  intended  marriage  and  outfit,  large  means  were 
also  required  for  the  support  of  our  expensive  es- 
tablishments at  home,  which  ought  to  have  pre 
vented  any  squandering  of  money  upon  foreigners 


261 

for  we  could  never  consider  Prince  Leopold  ap  one 
of  the  royal  family  of  England. 

Mr.  Vansittart,  however,  was  very  eloquent,  in 
his  way,  in  setting  forth  "  the  great,  the  incom- 
parably great"  station  occupied  by  this  country 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth !  In  truth,  we 
will  tell  the  precise  state  of  our  then  greatness.  Our 
jails  were  crowded  with  farmers  and  the  best  of  our 
tradesmen ;  our  streets  and  roads  swarmed  with 
beggars,  nearly  dying  from  filth  and  want ;  agri- 
culture languished,  and  commerce  was  paralyzed ! 

After  some  delay,  caused  by  circumstances  not 
very  honourable  to  Prince  Leopold,  the  marriage 
took  place  on  the  2nd  of  May  ;  and  a  very  general 
report  obtained  credit  that  Prince  Leopold  pro- 
nounced his  responses  very  tremulously,  scarcely 
articulating  his  portion  of  the  ceremony.  This  could 
hardly  be  wondered  at,  as  he  well  knew  the  sacrifice 
of  honour  he  was  then  making,  and  the  inconstancy 
of  his  former  sacred  vows ! 

We  pass  over  the  time  between  the  marriage  and 
when  the  Princess  Charlotte  was  declared  enciente. 
This  occurred  twice ;  but,  after  one  disappointment, 
the  accouchement  was  expected  with  all  the  ardour 
of  English  anticipation. 

The  princess  had  generally  expressed  her  opinion, 
that  mankind,  in  reason,  policy,  philosophy,  and  re* 
Kgion,  were  all  of  one  great  family ;  and  hence 
arose  her  extreme  aversion  to  the  pomp  and  mag- 
nificence of  the  court.  Indeed,  the  princess  shewed 
herself  very  frequently  to  the  public,  and  was  so 
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free  and  gracious  in  her  manners,  that  she  appeared 
in  a  natural  English  character,  far  opposed  to  the 
German  pompous  style. 

A  circumstance  of  no  inferior  import  occurred  at 
this  period,  which  gave  suspicion  to  the  inquiring 
spirit  of  the  liberal  part  of  the  English  nation.  This 
was— the  return  to  office  of  George  Canning !  By 
the  Tories,  the  event  was  regarded  as  a  last  resource; 
by  the  Whigs,  his  accession,  under  royal  favour, 
was  considered  a  token  of  victory.  Each  party  was 
positively  assured  of  an  undeviating  principle  in  this 
gentleman's  character;  but  each  one  bad  to  learn 
that  the  opinion  was  erroneous. 

In  this  year,  died  two  individuals,  who  had  for- 
merly been  the  bosom  companions  of  royalty.     One 
of  these,  Mrs.  Jordan,  expired  on  the  5th  of  July, 
near  Paris,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  St. 
Cloud ;  her  body  was  put  into  a  thin  shell,  stained 
black,   with  no  ornament  whatever.     Mrs.  Jordan 
had  lived  in  Paris  for  some  time  in  great  privacy 
and   poverty,   under  the  assumed  name   of  Mrs. 
James.    Is  not  the  newly-created  Earl  of  Munster, 
and  one  or  two  other  great  personages,  the  issue  of 
this  unfortunate  lady's  singular  engagement  with  the 
prince  of  some  great  nation  ?    The  other  character 
was  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  the  favourite  com- 
panion  and  devoted  servant  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Let  his  scanty  means  of  subsistence  be  remembered 
whenever  the  name  of  the  prince  regent  is  men- 
tioned.   Yes,  reader,  the  man  who  had  devoted  his 
highly -improved  and  naturally-eloquent  abilities  to 
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the  cause  of  this  regent  was  permitted  to  die  in  the 
course  of  an  arrest! 

The  sorrows  and  disappointment*  which  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan underwent  in  this  world  were  of  the  most  agoniz- 
ing description.  Oh !  why  is  it  tolerated  that  royalty 
should  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  prerogative  of  in- 
flicting the  deepest  wounds  without  the  possibility 
of  the  injured  party  ever  receiving  redress  ?  Is  it 
not  contrary  to  all  laws,  both  human  and  divine,  to 
suppose  "  the  king  can  do  no  wrong?"  If  a  prince 
commit  an  act  of  injustice,  ought  he  not  to  be 
equally  amenable  with  the  peasant  to  the  laws  of  his 
country?  Wc  think  so,  and  hope  to  see  the  day 
when  the  whole  world  will  acknowledge  its  justness, 
and  act  upon  its  principle. 

Upon  the  retrospect  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  life,  we  are 
forcibly  struck  by  the  ingratitude  practised  towards 
him  by  his  royal  master.  The  vices  he  had  con- 
tracted were  the  results  of  his  acquaintance  with  this 
"  all-accomplished  prince,"  and  during  the  period  of 
his  successive  debaucheries  with  him,  he  frequently 
added  his  name  to  notes  of  hand,  upon  sight,  or  at 
a  longer  date,  for  the  prince's  extravagancies,  or  to 
meet  any  demand  that  might  be  required  upon  a  run 
of  31  luck  at  the  gaming-table.  Even  the  debt  for 
which  he  was  arrested  was  contracted  under  the  last- 
mentioned  circumstances,  and  had  been  paid  by  a 
note  given  solely  for  the  regent's  use  by  this  unfor- 
tunate courtier.  As  soon  as  the  country  became  in- 
formed of  the  unkindness  Sheridan  had  experienced, 
they  saw  the  character  of  the  prince  in  its  true  light, 
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forming  their  opinions  from  facts  only,  and  not 
from  the  sophistical  meaning  given  to  his  actions  by 
the  absolute  prince  himself,  or  by  the  parasites  in  his 
service.  Honest  men  could  not  help  grieving  at  the 
reflection,  that  the  money  produced  by  their  labour, 
and  even  at  the  expense  of  depriving  their  families 
of  comforts,  was  being  squandered  away  at  gambling- 
tables,  upon  unworthy  characters,  and  in  unwarrant- 
able undertakings.  The  indignation  caused  by  the 
base  treatment  of  Mrs.  Jordan  and  Sheridan  mani- 
fested itself  in  several  publications  of  the  day,  and 
many  facts  were  elicited  relative  to  these  two  un- 
fortunate individuals;  indeed,  there  was  scarcely  a 
subject  in  the  realm,  at  all  acquainted  with  their 
shameful  desertion,  who  did  not  indulge  in  some 
bold  expression  of  disgust  and  abhorrence  at  the  dis- 
graceful conduct  of  certain  illustrious  individuals,  as 
being  the  causes  of  their  multiplied  sorrows  and 
sufferings. 

There  was  a  time  when  monarchs  and  peers  would 
have  lived  on  the  meanest  food,  merely  sufficient  to 
sustain  human  nature,  in  order  to  discharge  the  debts 
of  a  faithful  servant ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that,  to 
reduce  the  pressure  of  taxation  or  impost  upon  the 
poorer  classes  of  society,  a  certain  sovereign  even 
pawned  his  jewels!  But,  alas!  this  reign  and  re- 
gency did  not  present  such  an  endearing  feature  to 
the  nation ;  on  the  contrary,  "  the  regent  of  blessed 
memory11  would  rather  have  pawned  his  subjects  than 
have  relaxed  in  his  extravagant  pleasures ! 

The  marriage  of  the  Princess  Mary  with  her  cousin 
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the  Duke  of  Gloucester  took  place  in  July,  and 
gave  "  general  satisfaction ;"  though  his  royal  high- 
ness never  benefitted  the  people  in  any  other  way 
than  honouring  them  by  accepting  their  bounty ! 

About  this  time,  a  considerable  sensation  was  pro- 
duced by  the  re-appearance  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  in 
the  gay  circles  of  fashion.  The  public  journals 
noticed  such  an  unexpected  circumstance  with  timid 
expression,  and  professed  that  delicacy  prevented 
any  explanatory  remarks!  Ignorance  and  Avarice 
were  more  probably  the  obstacles  in  the  way ;  but 
it  would  have  better  become  writers,  who  pretended 
to  patriotism  and  independence  of  character,  to  have 
stated  unhesitatingly  what  they  did  know  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  royal  plotters ;  they  certainly  might 
have  paid  a  fine,  or  endured  some  imprisonment  for 
speaking  the  truth ;  yet  he  who  faulters  when  his 
country's  weal  is  at  stake  is  unworthy  the  name  of— 
Briton! 

The  regent  appeared  now  more  determined  than 
ever  to  procure  a  divorce  from  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
and  the  means  how  this  might  be  accomplished  were 
put  in  active  preparation.  All  the  ungenerous  and 
mean  expedients  hitherto  used  had  been  unavailing 
to  produce  the  desired  end.  Spies  had  not  suc- 
ceeded, and  a  bolder  invention  had  therefore  become 
necessary.  At  the  various  courts  connected  with 
the  "  Holy  Alliance/9  the  princess  had  received 
very  little  attention ;  but  in  every  circle  where  her 
royal  highness  appeared,  which  was  uninfluenced  by 
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the  crown,  she  was  received  rapturously,  and'  treated 
most  respectfully. 

Previous  to  the  conclusion  of  this  year,  a  naval 
captain  was  offered  ten  thousand  pounds  if  he  could, 
by  any  stratagem,  obtain  proof*  of  adulterous  inter- 
course between  the  princess  and  any  person  of  rank 
whatever.  The  personage  who  made  this  offer  is 
now  alive,  and  if  this  statement  of  simple  truth 
meet  his  eye,  surely  the  blush  of  shame  will  die  his 
hardened  cheek. 

The  Baron  Ompteda  was  also  employed  in  this 
foul  and  diabolical  plot,  and,  as  a  reward  for  his  ser- 
vices, he  has  received  a  sufficiency  from  the  bard* 
earned  money  of  the  tax-payers  of  this  kingdom. 
We  suggest  that  it  had  been  quite  in  character  to 
have  presented  the  same  in  a  purse,  with  "  the 
reward  op  villany"  inscribed  upon  it. 

We  will  here  lay  before  our  readers  a  plain  state- 
ment of  facts,  relative  to  the  persecutions  which  the 
unfortunate  Princess  of  Wales  endured  abroad,  and 
which  is  extracted  from  an  original  letter  now  in  our 
possession : 

"  For  some  days  past,  there  have  been  inserted 
in  several  of  the  papers  various  pretended  extracts 
of  letters  from  Milan,  Munich,  and  other  places, 
respecting  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  giving  a  most 
erroneous  statement  of  an  affair  that  occurred  some 
months  since  in  her  royal  highness9  family.  You  may 
depend  upon  the  following,  as  being  an  authentic 
narrative  of  the  transaction  alluded  to.     An  Hano* 


267 

verian  boron  Was  observed  to  follow  the  princess9 
route  wherever  she  went.  He  was  always  received 
by  ho*  royal  highness  with  the  attentions  due  to  his 
nude  On  the  princess'  return  to  Milan  from  her 
long  voyage,  the  baron  was  still  there,  and  paid  his 
respects  to  her  royal  highness  as  usual ;  but  reports 
having  come  to  the  ears  of  her  household,  that  the 
baron  had  made  use  of  expressions  in  society  highly 
injurious  to  her  royal  highness,  one  of  the  gentle- 
men ia  her  suite,  an  English  officer,  sent  the  baron 
a  challenge,  and  this  conveyed,  in  terms  too  plain 
and  unequivocal  to  be  misconstrued,  that  he  accused 
him  of  *  a  most  infamous  and  unmanly  return  for  the 
kindnesses  he  had  received  from  her  royal  highness,* 
and  called  upon  him  to  *  meet  him  at  eight  o'clock 
the  next  morning  at  Bartassima,  (half  way  between 
Milan  and  Como)  there  to  answer  for  this  sacred 
charge  against  his  honour  as  a  gentleman  and  a  man* 
who  had  ever  received  the  most  marked  hospitality 
at  the  hands  of  the  princess,  and  who  had  committed 
the  greatest  act  of  hostility  against  the  very  first  of 
virtues.9 

"  This  challenge  was  delivered  to  the  baron  by  the 
hands  of  the  Baron  Cavalotti,  a  friend  of  the  Eng- 
lish officer.  The  answer  to  this  direct  challenge 
was  an  attempt  to  explain  away  the  charge  imputed 
to  him ;  but  an  acceptance  of  the  challenge,  claim- 
ing bis  right  to  the  choice  of  weapons,  and  saying 
that  be  would  fight  in  Switzerland,  but  that  his  ia- 
tended  second  was  absent ;  in  two  days  he  would 
send  him  to  settle  the  time  and  place. 

n2 


268 

"  Just  at  this  period,  a  discharged  servant  of  her 
royal  highness  wrote  a  letter  to  the  chief  magistrate 
of  Como,  saying  that  his  conscience  touched  him, 
and  that  he  was  desirous  of  making  a  confession  of 
the  part  he  had  acted  in  a  treacherous  confederacy 
with  the  Hanoverian,  in  whose  pay  be  had  been  for 
the  preceding  ten  months,  to  disclose  to  him  every 
transaction  of  the  household,  to  procure  false  keys 
to  her  royal  highness'  apartments  and  drawers,  &c.  &a 
This  was  made  known  to  her  royal  highness.     She 
treated  all  that  he  could  have  obtained  by  such  insi- 
dious .means  with  contempt;  and  actually  took  the 
footman,  who  had  thus  acted  as  a  spy  upon  her  ac- 
tions, again  into  her  service,  on  his  imploring  her 
pardon  ;  but  another  accomplice  was  delivered  over 
to  the  police,  to  be  tried  and  punished. 

u  The  very  next  day  after  this  discovery,  her  royal 
highness  gave  a  grand  entertainment,  at  which  the 
Governor  of  Milan  and  all  the  principal  nobility 
were  present.  When  the  princess  communicated  the 
whole  affair  to  the  governor,  he  expressed  his  indig- 
nation at  the  scandalous  conduct,  and  having  learnt 
that  a  challenge  had  passed  from  one  of  her  gentle- 
men to  the  baron,  said  that  certainly  that  person  was 
unworthy  to  be  treated  as  a  gentleman.  The  Hano- 
verian knew  nothing  of  all  this ;  but,  according  to  his 
promise,  sent  Count  Cantenogh,  one  of  the  cham- 
berlains to  the  Austrian  Emperor,  to  Como,  who, 
having  met  the  British  officer,  said  he  was  not  much 
acquainted  with  the  Hanoverian  who  had  requested 
him  to  be  his  second  in  an  affair  of  honour;  that  he 
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was  anxious  to  have  the  matter  fully  investigated ; 
and  trusted  that,  if  the  baron  should  prove  his  inno- 
cence of  the  language  imputed  to  him,  the  British 
officer  would  be  satisfied  that  he  had  acted  hastily. 
But,  in  case  he  was  not  satisfied,  he  was  further 
instructed  to  say,  that  the  baron  wished  the  meeting 
to  be  in  Germany,  on  the  confines  of  France,  instead 
of  Switzerland,  and  time  could  not  be  convenient 
to  him  sooner  than  three  weeks,  a  month,  or  more, 
from  that  time,  as  he  had  to  go  to  Hanover  to  settle 
his  affairs  in  the  interim.  The  Englishman  then 
related  to  Count  Cantenogh  the  disclosures  that  had 
been  made  the  day  before,  and  submitted  to  him 
whether  such  behaviour  did  not  render  his  principal 
unworthy  the  support  of  a  man  of  honour,  or  to  be 
met  as  a  gentleman.  The  count  declared  that  he 
could  not  be  the  second  of  such  a  person ;  that  he 
must  justify  himself  from  this  infamous  charge,  or 
choose  another  friend.  With  this,  the  count  returned 
to  Milan,  and  a  message  was  soon  after  delivered  to 
her  royal  highness,  from  the  governor,  to  say  that 
the  Hanoverian  baron  had  received  orders  to  quit 
the  Austrian  dominions,  which  he  had  accordingly 
done. 

"  This  curious  affair  made  a  considerable  noise  at 
the  time,  which  was  the  beginning  of  November  last, 
and  is,  we  suppose,  the  foundation  of  the  stories  which 
have  lately  been  circulated  and  misrepresented." 

"  In  the  summer  of  1815,  another  wicked  secret 
plot  was  formed  against  the  princess,  the  origin  of 
which  it  is  not  difficult  to  guess.     The  princess  was 
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narrowly  watched,  and  attempts  were  made  to  se- 
duce her  people ;  but  only  one,  Rqueur  Crade,  was 
so  weak  as  to  yield,  and  to  promise  Baron  O**  to 
conduct  him  into  the  apartments  of  the  princess  by 
means  of  false  keys.  The  plot  was,  however,  dis* 
covered,  and  the  piqueur  turned  away.  The  man 
wrote  to  the  Chevalier  Tommassia,  confessed  that  he 
had  let  himself  be  seduced  by  Baron  O**  to  betray 
his  mistress,  and  begged  for  mercy.  The  princess 
thought  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  governor,  Count 
Sawrau,  with  this  event,  and  Baron  O**  was  forced 
to  leave  the  dominions  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor. 
Hownham,  the  princess9  private  secretary,  challenged 
the  baron,  but  the  latter  has  hitherto  put  it  off. 
Since  this  affair,  the  princess  is  very  cautious,  par- 
ticularly towards  Englishmen  whom  she  does  not 
know;  but  she  conceals  herself  from  nobody,  only 
she  will  not  be  the  object  of  calumny,  and  of  a 
shameful  espionage,  of  which  she  has  already  been 
the  victim.  What  has  happened  gives  ground  to 
fear  still  greater  enormities. 

"  An  event,  which  took  place  at  Genoa,  has  more 
the  appearance  of  an  attempt  at  assassination  than 
robbery.  Some  armed  men  penetrated,  during  the 
night,  into  the  house  of  the  princess,  and  almost  into 
her  bed-chamber.  An  alarm  being  given,  one  of  the 
servants  fired  upon  these  people,  and  pursued  them, 
but  in  vain.  It  is  not  yet  discovered  what  were  their 
intentions.  But  let  a  veil  cover  all  this.  Her  first 
master  of  the  horse,  Schiavini,  lias  kept  a  circum- 
stantial  account  of  her  journey  to  the  Holy  Land. 
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The  princes  went  from  Genoa  to  the  island  of 
Elba,  thence  to  Sicily  and  Barbary,  then  to  Pa- 
lestine.   She  visited  Jerusalem,  Athens,   &c,  and 

was  every  where  received  with  the  honours  due  to 
her  rank. 

By  the  assistance  of  several  literati,  she  obtained 
tion  of  valuable  antiquities,  for  which  object 
she  spared  no  expense.  Wherever  the  princess  ap- 
peared, she  left  behind  her  grateful  recollections  by 
her  beneficence.  At  Tunis,  she  obtained  the  free* 
dom  of  several  slaves.  The  princess  is  now  em* 
ployed  in  writing  the  history  of  her  life,  which  she 
will  make  public  when  the  time  comes. 

"  By  this,  she  will  throw  great  light  on  many  facts 
which  are  now  involved  in  obscurity." 

We  need  hardly  offer  a  remark  upon  the  vindic- 
tive measures,  so  fully  set  forth  in  this  narrative, 
exercised  against  the  unfortunate  Princess  of  Wales* 
It  will  not  be  difficult  for  our  readers  to  recognize 
the  real  instigators  of  the  many  annoyances  she 
endured ;  their  names  will  be  handed  down  to  future 
generations  as  the  "  Oppressors  of  Innocence,"  while 
the  finger  of  Scorn  will  mark  the  spot  where  lies 
their  "  sordid  dust." 

The  calamitous  situation  of  the  nation  at  this  time 
became  truly  appalling.  Subscriptions  were  entered 
into  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  distresses  of 
the  poor,  and  her  majesty's  name  was  put  down  for 
the  insignificant  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds !  If 
we  were  to  be  prolix  in  our  account  of  this  German 
lady's  discretionary  liberality,  the  details,  we  fear, 
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would  not  interest  our  readers*    She  was  only  liberal 
when  her  own  interest  was  at  stake ! 

Early  in 

1817, 

the  queen  became  indisposed,  so  much  so  as  to  cause 
alarm  amongst  her  partisans  for  the  issue.  It  was 
deemed  expedient  that  the  prince  regent,  who  was 
then  at  Brighton,  should  be  informed  of  the  circum- 
stance, and  the  Duke  of  York  set  off  in  the  night 
to  convey  the  intelligence  to  him.  Why  a  courier 
could  not  have  been  forwarded,  we  do  not  pretend 
to  say ;  but  deception  and  mystery  always  attended 
the  royal  movements.  Shortly  afterwards,  however, 
her  majesty  was  declared  convalescent,  and  the  fa- 
mily were  gratified  by  her  recovery,  being  well  as- 
sured that  her  assistance  would  be  of  the  most  essen- 
tial consequence  to  the  completion  of  the  regent's 
wishes  in  the  intended  divorce. 

In  February,  the  "  Habeas  Corpus  Act"  was  sus* 
pended,  and,  upon  suspicion  only,  were  Mr.  Evans 
and  his  son  seized  and  committed  to  prison  on  a 
charge  of  treason.  They  observed  at  the  time,  with 
great  truth,  "  Poor  devoted  England !  she  cannot  be 
called  our  country,  but  our  grave  1"  This  was  con- 
firmed by  Lord  Sidmouth,  who  rendered  his  every 
service  in  this  disgraceful  business,  and  was  at  all 
imaginable  pains  to  prove,  that  his  master,  the  re- 
gent, was  the  "  Vicegerent  of  heaven,  and  had  all 
power  upon  earth." 


273 

The  country  was  now  elated  by  the  information 
that  the  Princess  Charlotte  was  likely  to  give  an  heir 
to  the  throne ;  because  the  people  hoped  that  her 
progeny  would  prove  more  worthy  of  a  crown  than 
some  of  the  sons  of  her  austere  grandmother.  Upon 
this  amiable  princess,  indeed,  the  English  people  had 
long  placed  their  hopes,  and  they  lived  in  anxious 
expectation  to  see  the  then  existing  tyranny  super- 
seded by  a  better  form  of  government,  under  her 
auspices.  In  the  mean  time,  every  member  of  the 
royal  family  appeared  more  interested  for  the  health 
of  the  queen  than  for  the  Princess  Charlotte.  Her 
majesty  had  experienced  several  relapses ;  but,  after 
each  attack,  when  she  appeared  in  public,  no  symp- 
toms of  previous  indisposition  were  visible. 

Lords  Liverpool,  Castlereagh,  and  Sidmouth,  and 
the  accommodating  George  Canning,  were  now  the 
arbiters  of  the  fates  of  nations ;  their  will  was  no 
sooner  expressed  than  it  passed  into  a  law ;  and, 
while  revelling  at  the  festive  board  with  their  puis- 
sant prince,  the  country  was  writhing  in  the  most 
pitiable  condition.  Even  bread  and  water  were  not 
always  within  the  poor  man's  grasp,  and  die  starved 
peasantry  of  Ireland,  in  open  defiance  of  military 
power,  were  living  by  stealing  and  eating  raw  po- 
tatoes, to  enable  them  to  eke  out  their  most  mise- 
rable existence !  Under  this  humiliating  condition, 
their  rights  and  liberties  were  suspended,  and  it  was 
made  "  treason  and  sedition"  to  murmur  or  complain* 

When  the  tyrannical  King  John  oppressed  his 
subjects,  and  endeavoured  to  usurp  despotic  power, 
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the  barons  assembled  around  him,  and,  unsheathing 
their  swords,  swore,  "The  laws  of  England  shall  not 
be  changed !"  But  the  days  of  chivalry  were  past ! 
Lord  Castlereagh  was  now  our  dictator,  and  a 
standing  army  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
men,  to  enforce  his  vile  and  unconstitutional  mea- 
sures, destroyed  even  the  chance  of  emancipation. 
We  may  add,  in  the  words  of  our  immortal  bard, 
that  his  lordship  was  a  man$ 

"  Ay,  and  a  bold  one,  that  dare  look  on  that 
Which  might  appal  the  devil !" 

The  galling  distresses  of  the  people,  at  this  period 
of  national  calamity  and  misrule,  drove  them  to  the 
commission  of  violent  acts,  and  the  diligence  of  well- 
chosen  officers  and  prosecutors,  with  the  partiality  of 
judges,  supplied  the  defect  of  evidence  needful  for 
punishment.  The  law  was  actually  made  a  snare, 
while  vice  received  encouragement  and  rewards, 
when  on  the  side  of  the  oppressors.  This  was  not 
solely  confined  to  the  higher  tribunals,  but  was  also 
apparent  in  almost  every  inferior  court.  Indeed, 
Lord  Sidmouth  sent  a  circular  letter  to  all  lieutenants 
of  counties,  recommending  even  "  justices  of  the 
peace  to  hold  to  bail  persons  publishing  alleged  li- 
bels ! ! !"  The  whole  ministry  proved  themselves  to 
be  uninfluenced  by  the  dictates  of  equity,  or  those 
principles  of  moderation  which  distinguished  some  of 
our  noble  ancestors.  Power  was  every  thing  with 
Castlereagh  and  his  associates,  assisted  by  the  mitred 
heads  of  the  "  established  church,"  who  were  ever  his 
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zealous  friends  in  the  cause  of  tyranny !  fie  it,  then, 
our  doty  to  tear  the  mask  of  hypocrisy  aside,  and 
exhibit  the  deformity  of  Power,  more  especially  when 
disguised  under  the  specious  form  of  piety.  He 
who  can  assume  the  sanctity  of  a  saint,  and  perform 
the  deeds  of  a  ruffian,  will  not  be  spared  in  our 
explanations  of  truth  !  The  title  of  "  Right  Re* 
verend  Father  in  God"  shall  not  cause  us  to  be  dis- 
mayed, if,  by  their  reverend  works,  they  prove  them- 
selves to  be  the  children  of  the  devil !  We  are  not 
what  pretended  pious  people  term  infidels  ;  but  we 
detest  to  see  the  tools  of  power  endeavour  to  subdue 
the  nation  in.  the  garb  of  godliness,  insulting  the 
poor  with  orders  for  "  general  fasts/'  while  they 
themselves  are  indulging  in  the  most  riotous  ex- 
cesses! 

We  must  now,  as  honest  and  fearless  historians, 
record  the  most  cold-blooded  and  horrible  crime  that 
was  ever  perpetrated  in  this  or  any  other  Christian 
country! 

"  'Tis  a  strange  truth.  O  moostroos  act ! 
'Twill  out,  'twill  out !— I  hold  my  peace,  sir?  no: 
No,  I  will  speak  as  liberal  as  the  air !" 

We  are  almost  ready  to  murmur  at  Providence  for 
permitting  some  of  the  assassins  to  escape  from  this 
world  without  meeting  the  punishment  they  merited. 
One  or  two,  however,  still  remain  to  pollute  the 
earth,  and  upon  whom  we  yet  hope  to  see  justice 
administered ! 

Every  honest  heart  was  full  of  bitterness  and  an- 
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guish,  when  it  was  announced,  "  The  Princess  Char- 
lotte is  DEAD!"  The  heavy-tolling  bell,  the 
silence  of  the  streets,  and  the  mute  astonishment  of 
all  who  met  and  parted,  exhibited  signs  of  unfeigned 
sorrow.  In  an  unexpected  moment,  the  hopes  of  this 
great  nation  were  brought  to  nought!  Her  royal 
highness  was  England's  star  of  promise,— the  beacon 
which  it  was  expected  would  light  the  traveller  to 
escape  the  quicksands  of  destruction ! 

On  the  5th  of  November,  at  nine  in  the  evening, 
this  exemplary  princess  was  safely  delivered  of  a 
male  child,  said  to  be  still  born  ;  and  although  pro- 
nounced at  that  time,  by  her  accoucheur,  to  be  doing 
extremely  well,  yet,  at  half-past  two  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  her  royal  highness  expired !  Sir  Richard 
Croft  announced  to  Prince  Leopold  the  heart-rending 
intelligence ;  and  a  messenger  was  instantly  sent  to 
the  prince  regent  (to  whom  a  former  communication 
of  fearful  import  had  been  made)  and  also  to  the 
queen  at  Bath.  All  the  royal  family  then  in  England 
hastened  to  London,  report  said,  "  nearly  destroyed 
with  grief." 

Special  messengers  were  also  despatched  with  the 
melancholy  information  to  the  Duke  of  Kent,  who 
was  at  Brussels,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  at 
Hanover  ;  but  the  mother  of  the  late  princess  was 
entirely  neglected.  Etiquette  and  respect  were  at- 
tended to  in  the  cases  which  least  required  notice,  and 
omitted  in  the  situation  which  really  demanded,  in 
common  decency  and  justice*  the  most  prompt  con- 
sideration. 


277 

The  prince  regent  arrived  at  Carlton  House  at 
four  o'clock  on  the  fatal  morning,  and  was  informed 
by  Lord  Bathurst  and  the  Duke  of  York  of  the 
event  The  regent  had  been,  for  ten  or  twelve  days, 
sojourning  with  the  Marquis,  or  Marchioness,  of 
Hertford,  at  their  seat  near  Sudbury.  In  contradic- 
tion to  several  either  servile  or  ignorant  historians, 
we  fearlessly  say  that  it  was  not  unexpected  news  to 
his  royal  ear !  In  the  course  of  the  ensuing  day,  a 
letter  was  written  and  delivered  to  Dr.  Sir  Richard 
Croft,  announcing  the  prince  regent's  offer  of  thanks 
for  the  attention  paid  to  the  Princess  Charlotte,  and 
assuring  the  doctor  that  the  prince  was  fully  satisfied 
with  his  skill  and  superior  merit;  concluding  with 
these  words :  "  As  it  is  the  mil  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence* his  royal  highness  is  in  duty  bound  to  submit 
to  the  decree — of  heaven." 

Prince  Leopold  was  not  so  hasty  in  returning  his 
thanks  for  the  attentions  of  Dr.  Croft,  though  much 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  matter  than  the  regent ; 
for  he  was  many  miles  off,  and  could  not  personally 
know  any  thing  of  the  matter. 

Notwithstanding  the  professed  deep  sorrow  and 
grief  of  the  prince  regent,  however,  we  can  announce 
that  his  royal  highness  did  not  permit  himself  to 
relax  in  any  pursuit  of  pleasure,  except  that  of 
openly  exhibiting  himself;  for,  on  the  ensuing  even* 
ing,  we  ourselves  were  not  very  distant  from  Carlton 
House,  and  can  testify  to  this  fact.  He  and  his 
brother  of  York  were  not  in  very  great  anguish  upon 
the  occasion  j  they  pledged  each  other  in  quick  sue- 
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cession,  until  the  circumstance  which  had  caused 
their  meeting  was  entirely  forgotten  by  them.  "  I 
drink  to  the  safety  of  the  regent,"  said  the  duke, 
■"  and  J  to  the  safety  of  York"  retorted  the  prince. 
These  remarks  created  irritability,  and  the  prince 
very  warmly  replied,  to  an  interrogation  of  his 
brother,  "  What  would  you  think  if  the  ghost  of 
Edward  Augustus  stood  at  your  elbow  ?" 

How  very  different  was  the  report  issued  to  the 
world !  The  daily  papers  stated  that  "  the  extreme 
sorrow  of  the  regent  had  produced  an  unusual  sen- 
sation of  pain  in  the  head  of  his  royal  highness.99 
We  were  not  surprised  at  this  announcement ;  though 
we  had  hoped  to  have  heard  the  royal  heart  was  af- 
fected upon  a  review  of  his  past  enormities ! 

We  regret  to  say,  that  when  the  Princess  Charlotte 
was  in  daily  expectation  of  her  accouchement,  she 
was  not  soothed  by  the  attentions  of  any  of  her  fe- 
male relatives.  It  is  true  they  had  not,  by  any 
former  acts  of  kindness,  given  her  occasion  to  ex- 
pect it ;  but  the  disrespect  shewn  to  her  royal  high- 
ness was  chiefly  owing  to  the  affection  for,  and  de- 
fence  of,  her  persecuted  mother,  which,  though 
perfectly  natural  and  praiseworthy,  displeased  cer- 
tain high  and  powerful  personages.  The  queen  (that 
boasted  paragon  of  goodness !)  was  one  hundred  and 
eight  miles  distant,  and  the  hearts  of  all  the  family 
seemed  as  if  estranged  from  virtuous  and  honourable 
feelings.  Her  majesty,  with  the  Princess  Elizabeth, 
left  Windsor  Castle  for  Bath,  on  the  morning  of  the 
3rd  of  October,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  drinking 


270 

the  waters.  On  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  the 
prince  regent,  accompanied  by  Sir  B.  Bloomfield, 
left  London  for  the  seat  of  the  Marquis  of  Hert- 
ford, at  Sudbury,  in  Suffolk.  The  Duke  of  Clarence 
was  also  absent.  It  is  true  that  the  cabinet  minis- 
ters, whose  presence  was  required  by  precedent  and 
state  necessity,  were  in  waiting ;  but  how  far  their 
services  could  be  agreeable  or  beneficial  to  a  young 
female  in  such  a  situation,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  dis- 
cover. Alas !  that  parent  who  ought  to  have  been 
present,  and  who  would  most  joyfully  have  flown  on 
the  wings  of  maternal  affection,  was  denied  the  pri- 
vilege. But  while  the  daughter  was  struggling  in 
the  agonies  of  a  cruel  death,  the  mother  was  a  wan- 
derer in  a  foreign  land,  and  beset  with  snares  laid 
for  her  destruction  also! 

During  the  pregnancy  of  the  Princess  Charlotte, 
the  prince,  her  husband,  was  chiefly  her  companion. 
Her  choice  of  an  accoucheur  fell  upon  Dr.  Sir 
Richard  Croft,  as  he  was  considered  the  most  able 
and  skilful  man  in  his  profession.  The  ladies  in 
attendance  upon  her  royal  highness  were  unfit  to 
render  advice  or  assistance  upon  any  emergency,  as 
neither  of  them  had  been  a  mother.  The  princess, 
when  in  aa  advanced  state  of  pregnancy,  was  kept 
low,  and  scarcely  allowed  animal  food,  or  wine, 
to  both  of  which  she  had  previously  been  accus- 
tomed. Between  the  fifth  and  seventh  months,  her 
royal  highness  was  bled  several  times,  and  still  kept 
upon  very  low  diet.  Claremont,  the  place  chosen 
for  the  eventful  period,  was  sixteen  miles  from  town, 
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and  when  any  pressing  occasion  required  the  at- 
tendance of  a  surgeon  or  physician  from  London, 
the  distance  caused  a  considerable  delay.  Her  royal 
highness9  confinement  was  expected  to  take  place 
about  the  end  of  October,  and  the  period  between 
that  time  and  the  final  issue  was  strongly  marked  by 
symptoms  of  approaching  labour.  Her  royal  high- 
ness was  in  extreme  pain  for  more  than  forty-eight 
hours,  yet  each  bulletin  declared,  "  The  princess  is 
doing  extremely  well."  At  half-past  twelve,  a.  m. 
her  royal  highness  became  uneasy  and  very  restless ; 
she  exhibited  much  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  at 
half-past  two — expired  ! 

The  substance  of  this  detail  found  its  way  into  the 
daily  journals,  and  excited,  as  it  was  naturally  calcu- 
lated to  do,  much  remark  and  inquiry.  The  gene- 
rally-received opinion  was,  that  the  lamented  heiress 
to  the  crown  had  been  wantonly  suffered  to  perish, 
from  the  folly  of  etiquette,  or  some  other  unnatural 
and  unexplained  cause.  We,  however,  are  not  bound 
to  surrender  our  judgment  to  a  journalist,  or  to 
subscribe  to  the  opinion  of  any  man  less  acquainted 
with  a  particular  subject  than  ourselves ;  and,  upon 
this  melancholy  and  tragical  event,  therefore,  we 
shall  dare  to  give  utterance  to  TRUTH.  In  doing 
so,  we  beg  to  state  that  we  are  not  influenced  by 
personal  resentment,  but,  in  the  discharge  of  our 
task,  are  determined  only  to  award  "  honour  where 
honour  is  due/' 

The  labour  of  the  princess  was  commenced  under 
extreme  debility;  and,   at  an  early  period,  it  ap* 
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peared  very  probable  that  surgical  assistance  would 
be  finally  requisite ;  yet  no  provision  was  made  for 
such  assistance !    The  bulletin  of  Wednesday  morn* 
ing,  eight  o'clock,  signed  by  the  attending  practi- 
tioners, was  rather  doubtfully  expressed.  The  second 
bulletin,  at  ten  in  the  evening,  was  confidently  af- 
firmative of  the  well-doing  of  the  royal  patient.     Dr. 
Sims  affixed  his  signature  to  these  bulletins,  but  he 
had  not  seen  her  royal  highness  since  the  first  pang 
she  had  experienced.     How  this  gentleman  could 
allow  his  name  to  be  thus  affixed  to  a  declaration,  of 
the  truth  of  which  he  was  totally  ignorant,  we  know 
not;   but  it  was  said,    by  the  time-serving  press, 
u  that  Dr.  Sims  being  unknown  to  the  princess,  his 
appearance  in  her  chamber  might  have  alarmed  her." 
The  folly  of  this  excuse  is  best  exposed  by  supposing 
that  if,  at  this  trying  moment,  Dr.  Croft  had  been 
ill,  and  unfit  to  attend  the  princess,  would  she  have 
been  left  to  perish  for  lack  of  assistance  ?    We  think 
not ;  for  this  would  have  given  too  plain  an  idea  of 
the  expectations   of  certain  parties.     The  public 
papers  announced  that  the  letter  summoning  Dr. 
Sims  to  Claremont  was  written  on  Tuesday  morning, 
yet  he  did  not  arrive  until  Wednesday  morning  at 
three  o'clock.     It  was  further  stated,  that  the  nurse 
discovered  the  dreadful  change  in  her  royal  highness 
by  the  difficulty  manifested  in  swallowing  her  gruel, 
and  that  she  was  so  alarmed  by  this  appearance  of 
spasm,  that  she  immediately  called  the  faculty  out  of 
their  beds,  as  well  as  Prince  Leopold.    Another  jour- 
nalist stated  a  contrary  case.    But  we  know  that, 


282 

although  some  beverage  was  administered  to  the 
princess,  it  was  not  gruel  ;  for  her  royal  highness 
had  a  great  aversion  to  gruel,  and  could  •  never  be 
prevailed  on  to  take  it  Soon  after  her  royal  high- 
ness took  the  liquid,  she  was  afflicted  in  a  most  un- 
usual wag,  though  only  for  a  short  time.  The  low 
state  of  muscular  strength,  to  which  the  princess  had 
gradually  been  reduced,  certainly  required  greater 
nourishment  than  was  given  to  her ;  and  in  this  pro- 
fessional treatment,  therefore,  the  accoucheur  acted 
unwisely  as  well  as  unskilfully,  to  say  the  least  of  it* 
That  most  eminent  practitioner,  Dr.  Thynne,  made 
it  an  invariable  rule,  after  a  protracted  birth,  to  re* 
vive  the  mother,  by  giving  a  tea-spoonful  of  egg, 
beat  up  with  wine,  from  time  to  time.  The  symp- 
toms of  not  being  able  to  swallow,  and  the  convul- 
sive action  of  the  body,  were  plainly  indicative  of  a 
dying  patient ;  but  the  real  cause  of  the  patient's 
dying  was  then  a  mystery,  except  to  two  or  three  in- 
dividuals. 

The  public  journals  of  the  day  called  loudly  upon 
the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  Princess  Charlotte, 
as  her  accoucheurs,  to  give  all  facility  for  an  investi- 
gation of  their  whole  mode  of  treatment,  adding,  that 
"  if  they  be  conscious  that  they  have  acquitted  them- 
selves well,  they  will  have  no  objection  to  an  investi- 
gation of  their  conduct,  and  cannot  consider  them- 
selves placed  in  a  worse  situation  than  the  captain  of 
a  king's  ship,  who,  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  his 
vessel,  is  obliged  to  undergo  a  trial  by  court  martial." 
To  this  and  similar  appeals*  the  ministers  promptly 
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replied,  w  that  it  was  impossible,  after  the  prince  re? 
gent  had  been  pleased  to  express  his  approbation  and 
award  his  thanks,  as  it  would  seem  to  reflect  upon  the 
prince,  who  alone  was  endowed  with  the  sovereign 
power  to  act  in  the  case/'  This  royal  cant-phrase- 
ology,  however,  failed  to  lull  suspicion ;  for  the  at- 
tending circumstances  were  of  a  nature  too  horrible 
to  be  buried  in  oblivion !  If  all  had  been  correct, 
why  refuse  inquiry,  particularly  when  it  was  soli* 
cited  by  nine-tenths  of  the  nation  ? 

The  queen  left  Bath  on  Saturday,  the  8th  of  No- 
vember, and  arrived  at  Windsor  in  the  evening.  The 
next  day,  the  prince  regent  went  from  Carlton  House 
to  Windsor  to  see  the  queen ;  but  the  privacy  of  the 
visit  did  not  permit  it  to  be  of  long  duration.  We 
are  able  to  give  the  particulars  of  this  interview. 

Her  majesty's  mind  had  been  disturbed  by  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  letter,  from  a  medical  gentleman,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  untimely  death  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte. No  time  was  to  be  lost  The  prince  was  re- 
quested immediately  to  see  his  royal  mother ;  and,  on 
his  arrival,  her  majesty  presented  him  with  the  letter, 
the  contents  of  which  proved,  beyond  doubt,  that 
the  writer  had  been  an  eye-witness  to  some  particular 
events  connected  with  the  dissolution  of  the  much- 
lamented  .and  tenderly-beloved  princess. 

The  letter  commenced  with  the  most  respectful 
dedication  to  royalty,  and  prayed  for  an  extra  exten- 
sion of  candour  and  patience  by  her  majesty,  while 
the  facts  of  which  it  was  composed  were  examined 
and  duly  considered.    The  writer  then  proceeded, — 
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"  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  your  majesty  could  not  be 
personally  aware  of  the  case,  because  of  the  distance 
your  majesty  then  was  from  Claremont ;  but  I  submit 
it  to  your  majesty's  good  feeling  and  judgment,  if 
the  particulars  attendant  upon  this  most  lamentable 
loss  ought  not  immediately  to  be  most  strictly  in- 
quired into.   Refusal  to  do  this,  or  to  permit  it  being 
done,    will  only  aggravate  the   matter,   instead  of 
setting  the'  question  at  rest  for  ever.    The  public 
well  know  that  all  was  not  as  it  ought  to  have  been, — 
that  something  had  been  neglected  or  imprudently 
attempted,   that  ought  to  have  received  a  widely- 
different  attention.    As  a  proof  that  I  do  not  intrude 
my  remarks  and  remonstrances  improperly,  or  without 
information  upon  the  nicest  points  of  the  case,  I  will 
give  reasons  for  my  dissatisfaction.     From  the  first 
moment  Sir  Richard  Croft  was  placed  in  attendance 
upon  her  royal  highness,  there  was  no  reason  to  an- 
ticipate or  fear  any  unhappy  results.    The  natural 
appearances  were  unequivocally  satisfactory.     Pre- 
vious to  the  delivery,  the  infant  was  not  supposed  to 
be  dead.     It  was  quite  unnecessary  and  unnatural 
to  inform  the  princess  that  the  child  was  still-born  ; 
such  a  communication  is  very  seldom  made  to  any 
female  at  such  a  moment.     Camphor  julaps  are  very 
seldom  administered  to  a  healthy  patient,  or  where 
the  stomach  is  sound,  immediately  after  delivery,  as 
the  effect  would  generally  be  to  produce  irritation, 
sickness,  and  convulsion.    Dr.  Croft  ougbt  not  to 
have  retired  to  bed,  presuming  that  her  royal  high- 
ness was  so  indisposed  as  to  cause  her  incessant  moan- 
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ing,  which  was  realty  the  case.  More  than  this,  your 
majesty,  about  noon  of  the  Wednesday,  Dr.  Croft 
said,  '  I  believe  the  princess  might  very  quickly  be 
delivered  by  having  recourse  to  an  operation  ;  but  I 
dare  not  perform  it  without  the  presence  and  sanction 
of  her  royal  father,  the  prince  regent/  I  hope  (con- 
tinued the  writer)  that  your  majesty  will  see  this 
plain  statement  in  its  own  character,  and, that  you 
will  save  all  future  disclosures  of  an  unpleasant 
nature,  by  your  timely  recommendation  of  the  sub- 
ject to  the  prince  regent,  your  son.  Your  majesty 
may  believe  I  am  induced  by  vindictive  motives  to 
offer  these  remarks ;  but  that  would  prove  an  incor- 
rect opinion ;  and  unless  your  majesty  causes  a  very 
prompt  inquiry  to  be  permitted  upon  the  facts  of  this 
case,  I  fear  yourself  and  family  will .  finally  have 
cause  to  regret  the  delay." 

The  prince  was  much  displeased  that  any  subject 
should  have  dared  to  take  such  a  liberty  as  to  speak 
or  write  an  unpleasant  truth  to  any  of  his  noble 
family, — more  especially  to  the  queen.  It  was  an  un- 
pardonable transgression  ;  yet,  as  the  gentleman  had 
given  his  name  and  address,  it  was  a  very  delicate 
affair.  The  queen  had  so  often  witnessed  the  pros- 
tration of  the  multitudes  of  fashion's  votaries,  that 
she  imagined  much  might  be  accomplished  by  com- 
manding an  interview,  and  subduing  the  voice  of  in- 
quiry  and  truth  by  the  splendour  of  pageantry,  and 
the  intoxicating  smile  of  royalty.  By  her  majesty's 
command,  therefore,  an  interview  took  place.  With 
her  general  air  of  confidence,  the  queen  said,  "  I 
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presume,  Sir,  you  are  the  author  of  this  letter?" 
'?  I  atn,  please  your  majesty/'  "  And  what,0  said 
the  queen,  "  am  I  to  understand  from  such  an  un- 
accountable appeal  to  ma#nd  my  family  ?"  "  I  beg 
your  majesty's  pardon  personally,  as  well  as  previ- 
ously by  letter;  but  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  inform 
your  majesty  of  my  information  upon  the  subject  in 
question,  and  I  am  very  sorry  if  your  majesty  does 
not  think  it  necessary  to  have  the  most  prudent  means 
used  to  satisfy  the  public  inquiry/'  The  queen  was 
very  gracious,  and  smiling,  said,  "  I  will  name  your 
good  intentions  to  the  prince  regent,  and  1  will 
not  forget  them  myself;  but  I  can  satisfy  you,  that 
your  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  your  communica- 
tion to  me  are  incorrect/'  The  gentleman  rose,  and 
was  about  to. retire ;  but  the  queen  had  not  attained 
her  object.  Her  majesty,  therefore,  hastily  said,  "  I 
trust  you  are  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  your 
former  opinions?"  "No,  please  your  majesty,  I 
never  can  change  my  opinions  upon  this  subject 
until  I  lose  my  principles,  and  I  trust  sincerely  that 
I  shall  never  endure  such  an  humiliation  while  1  retain 
my  reason.  But,"  added  the  gentleman,  "  your  ma- 
jesty must  be  well  assured  that  I  am  acquainted  with 
the  greater  portion  of  your  family ;  yea,  very  intimately 
acquainted,  not  indecorously  so,  but  in  the  discharge 
of  my  professional  engagements.  Your  majesty  well 
knows  that  I  saw  the  lamented  Princess  Charlotte 
just  before  the  unhappy  event,  and  also  am  not  igno- 
rant of  the  constitution  of  your  majesty's  daughters. 
I  therefore  am  bold  to  assert,  that  the  death  of  her 
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royal  highness  was  not,  and  is  not  to  be,  naturally 
accounted  for!  It  is  true,  that  I  am  not  known  to 
the  world  in  the  capacity  of  accoucheur  to  your 
family ;  but  your  majesty  knows,  I  have  been  your 
trusty  and  confidential  servant  upon  more  occasions 
than  one ;  and  I  am  now  resolved  to  relinquish  the 
royal  favour,  if  it  must  be  purchased  at  such  an  un- 
known expense/* 

The  queen  retired,  and  so  did  the  heart-stricken 
gentleman;  but  their  ruminations  and  consequent 
determinations  were  very  dissimilar.  Her  majesty 
was  endeavouring  to  evade  explanation  ;  the  gentle- 
man, meditating  upon  the  most  prudent  plan  for 
adoption  to  put  a  period  to  the  agitated  feeling*  of 
the  public. 

The  reader  may  imagine  that  this  professional 
person  had  been  previously  selected  to  render  his  ser- 
vices to  some  members  of  this  illustrious  family, 
which  was  actually  the  case.  He  had  travelled  more 
than  twenty  miles  in  the  royal  carriage,  and  had 
performed  the  most  delicate  offices.  He  knew  royalty 
was  not  exempt  from  frailty,  and  that  rank  did  not 
preserve  its  possessors  from  the  commission  of  crime. 
Denial  of  this  would  prove  abortive,  for  the  gen- 
tleman lives,  and  would,  if  called  upon,  assert  the 
same  even  at  the  expense  of  life.  He  does  not  fear 
the  interdiction  of  a  crowned  head !  neither  would 
he  shrink  under  "  a  special  commission."  He  wields 
the  two-edged  sword  of  truth,  and  therefore  defies 
tbe  strong  arm  of  power.  He  has  seen  enough  of 
the  wily  snares  of  courtiers,  and  has  retired  from  the 
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unhallowed  association  with  feelings  of  disgust,  con- 
tempt, and  detestation.  The  adulation  of  the  para- 
sites of  royalty  is  odious  to  his  ear ;  and,  to  save  die 
increasing  stings  of  an  offended  conscience,  be  is 
now  publicly  explicit  upon  this  hateful  subject. 
Despising  secrecy  and  infamy,  he  openly  avows  en- 
mity to  such  characters  as  are  leagued  against  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  society ;  and  their  intentions 
to  perpetuate  their  unjust,  partial,  and  devastating 
system,  must  be  checked  by  the  information  of  those 
persons  who  are  privy  to  the  cause,  as  well  as  to  the 
effects,  of  their  overgrown  power. 

The  day  after  this  unpleasant  interview,  the  queen 
paid  a  visit  to  the  king ;  and,  as  nearly  two  months 
had  elapsed  since  her  majesty  visited  her  husband,  it 
was  productive  of  great  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the 
royal  sufferer.  The  daily  papers  stated  that  "  his 
majesty  was  much  improved,  and  very  tranquil,  in 
consequence  of  the  queen  having  paid  him  a  visit." 
Does  not  this  neglect  of  the  poor  afflicted  king  re- 
flect disgrace  upon  her  majesty?  The  wife  who 
forgets  her  duty  to  the  man  she  has  espoused  is  un- 
deserving the  respect  of  society.  Who  was  Queen 
Charlotte,  that  the  eyes  of  the  public  should  be 
blinded,  or  their  tongues  mute,  upon  this  apathy  and 
unfeeling  demeanour  to  the  king,  her  husband,  who 
bad  raised  her  from  comparative  poverty  to  affluence 
and  greatness  ?  Had  similar  inattention  been  mani- 
fested by  the  wife  of  a  peasant,  her  neighbour's  re* 
proach  would  not  have  been  wanting;  but  every 
one  seemed  afraid  of  impugning  the  character  of 
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a  queen*  so  celebrated  for  amiability  and  virtue! 
A  few  days  after  the  interment  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte  and  her  infant,  the  queen  again  went  off 
for  the  city  of  Bath !  and  we  assert,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  her  majesty's  eye  was  never  ob- 
served to  be  dim  upon  this  most  melancholy  occasion. 
Let  the  world  judge  if  such  unfeeling  deportment 
agreed  with  her  majesty's  reported  sorrow. 

On  the  10th  of  November,   the  Princess  Char- 
lotte and  her  infant  were  consigned  to  the  tomb. 
The  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence  were  supporters  to 
the  chief  mourner,  Prince  Leopold ;  and,  after  the 
ostentatious  parade  of  funeral  pomp,   they  retired 
without  much  appearance  of  sorrow.    It  was  said 
that  a  king,  or  prince  invested  with  royal  power, 
could  not  attend  the  ceremony,  or  join  in  the  ca- 
valcade of  a  funeral.    The  regent,  therefore,  was  not 
present  at  the  closing  scene  of  his  child's  hard  des- 
tiny.    But  royalty  has  many  privileges,  distinct  from 
the  common  herd  of  mankind.     It  must  not,  for  in- 
stance, reside  in  the  same  habitation  with  a  corpse, 
lest  its  delicately-refined  nerves  should  sustain  injury, 
or  be  excited  to  an  extreme  point  of  agony ! 

The  body  of  the  unfortunate  Charlotte  was  re- 
ported to  have  been  embalmed,  but  the  heart  only 
was  extracted;  the  intestines  were  not  removed! 
This  was  an  unprecedented  circumstance,  as  upon 
all  former  occasions  this  barbarous  custom  had  been 
permitted.  The  surgeon  who  accompanied  Prince 
Leopold  from  Germany  was  solicited  to  say  why  this 
form  had   been  omitted;  and  his  suspicious  reply 
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was,  "  Neither  now,  nor  at  any  fUture  time,  shall 
any  power  on  earth  induce  me  to  speak  one  word 
upon  the  subject"  He  was  then  requested  to  give 
into  the  hand  of  Prince  Leopold  a  sealed  letter 
upon  the  subject ;  this  he  also  positively  refused  to 
do,  adding,  at  the  same  time,  "  the  prince  would 
not  receive  it."  Very  shortly  afterwards,  a  letter 
was  conveyed  into  the  prince's  hand,  offering  "  to 
communicate  certain  facts  relative  to  the  demise  of 
the  late  princess,  his  consort,  if  he  pleased  to  ex- 
press his  willingness  to  receive  the  same/'  His  se- 
rene highness  never  paid  attention  to  that  letter. 

It  was  said,  at  the  time  of  her  royal  highness* 
death,  that  Prince  Leopold  was  so  angry  with  the 
nurse  (Mrs.  Griffiths)  that  he  turned  her  out  of  the 
house,  without  permitting  her  to  stay  to  attend  the 
funeral.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain,  that  she 
has  several  sons  in  different  public  offices.  To  one 
of  these,  her  favourite,  she  said,  (when  labouring 
under  the  effects  of  a  dreadful  illness  she  had  shortly 
after  the  princess9  death)  "  I  have  never  kept  but 
one  horrid  secret  from  you,  which  has  always 
weighed  upon  my  mind ;  but  I  cannot  communicate 
it,  unless  I  am  sure  of  death  the  next  minute !" 

This  Mrs.  Griffiths  certainly  knows  more  about 
the  death  of  her  late  royal  mistress  than  she  has  yet 
thought  proper  to  communicate ;  though,  in  one  of 
her  moments  of  compunction,  she  confessed  to  a 
friend  of  oui^s,  that  the  Princess  Charlotte  had  actu- 
ally been  poisoned,  and  related  the  way  in  which 
she  found  it  out.     Mrs.  Griffiths  stated,  that,  "  after 
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giving  her  royal  highness  some  broth  (not  gruel) 
she  became  dreadfully  convulsed ;  and,  being  struck 
with  the  peculiarity  of  the  circumstance,  sh6  ex- 
amined the  cup  froto  which  her  royal  highness  had 
drank.  To  her  astonishment,  she  there  perceived  a 
dark  red  sediment,  upon  tasting  which,  her  tongue 
became  blistered/!/'9  Mrs.  Griffiths  immediately 
asked  Dr.  Croft  what  he  had  administered  to  the  prin- 
cess ;  but  she  received  no  satisfactory  answer.  A  few 
hours  after  this,  hbwever,  the  doctor  said  sufficient 
to  prove  that  the  princess  had  been  MURDERED ! 
As  Mrs.  Griffiths  is  now  alive,  we  challenge  her  to 
deny  this  statement,  if  incorrect. 

The  lamented  princess  was  treated  most  cruelly  by 
all  around  her,  and  one  of  the  higher  household 
asserted,  that  he  believed  her  royal  highness  was  left 
"  two  hours  in  the  agonies  of  death,  without  any 
person  going  near  her !"  Mrs.  Lewis,  her  waiting 
woman,  has  denied  this  statement;  but  it  is  well 
known,  that  Mrs.  Lewis  was  placed  as  a  spy  about 
her  royal  highness  even  from  her  infancy. 

The  last  time  the  prince  regent  was  at  Claremont, 
not  long  before  the  princess*  confinement,  a  most 
respectable  gentleman  heard  him  say,  "  A  child  of 
the  Princess  Charlotte  shall  never  sit  upon  the 
throne."  Did  not  this  speak  volumes  as  to  her  in- 
tended destruction  ?  Surely  no  one  can  doubt,  after 
these  disclosures,  that  the  Princess  Charlotte  fell  a 
victim  to  a  vile  conspiracy. 

The  murder  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  proved  the 
signal  for  letting  loose  the  hounds  of  destruction 
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upon  her  heart-broken  mother.  Oh  the  morning  of 
the  second  day  after  her  majesty's  return  to  Bath, 
a  lady  had  a  private  audience  with  her.  The  object 
of  the  interview  was,  to  offer  the  services  of  her  hus- 
band (an  officer  in  the  navy)  in  the  impeachment  and 
intended  destruction  of  the  honour  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales.  "  What  situation  does  the  person  oc- 
cupy ?"  said  the  queen.  "  He  is  a  lieutenant,  please 
your  majesty."  "  What  would  be  deemed  a  sufficient 
recompense  for  his  attentions?"  said  her  majesty. 
"  Your  majesty's  good  opinion  is  all  my  husband 
aspires  to/'  said  the  lady ;  and,  after  a  few  unmean- 
ing expressions  of  civility,  she  retired.  Lord  Liver- 
pool was  consulted,  and  gave  his  opinion  that  the 
person  in  question  could  not  be  implicitly  relied  on; 
and  a  messenger  was  therefore  sent  to  the  gentleman, 
according  to  the  address  left  by  his  wife,  declining 
the  offered  service ;  and  stating  that  "  her  majesty 
had  no  unkind  or  ungenerous  feelings  towards  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  and  had  quite  misunderstood  the 
offer,  having  supposed  it  to  be  made  under  very  op- 
posite circumstances."  The  lady  was  recommended 
to  the  queen's  notice  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  though 
doubts  were  entertained  whether  the  lieutenant 
might  be  trusted,  as  he  was  believed  to  be  anti- 
ministerial. 

We  here  relate  another  fact,  relative  to  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales'  persecutors : — A  certain  personage 
sought  for  an  interview  with  an  individual  whom  we 
will  disguise  under  the  name  of  Captain  Rock. 
u  Well,"  said  his  royal  highness  to  the  captain,  "  I 
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wish  to  engage  your  services;  you  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  Italy;  we  expect  the  Princess  of 
Wales  will  be  at  Pisa  in  about  three  months,  and  as 
you  have  served  us  before,  we  suppose  you  will 
have  no  objection  to  do  so  again  ;  you  shaU  not  want 
for  cash."  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  his  royar 
highness  wrote  this  offer  upon  paper,  and  a  sum  was 
advanced  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  This 
mean  slave  of  power  departed ;  but,  before  follow- 
ing the  instructions  of  his  royal  employer,  went  off 
to  London,  and  communicated  to  Lord  Castlereagh 
his  mission,  requiring  five  hundred  pounds  more,  de- 
daring  the  written  promise  should  strictly  be  en- 
forced, as  he  had  been  a  loser  by  his  former  services. 
The  amount  demanded  was  given.  "  I  assure  you, 
my  lord,**  said  the  captain,  •*  I  will  execute  my  com- 
mission well ;  but  I  must  also  be  paid  well."  Lord 
Castlereagh  assented,  and  this  unmanly  spy  took  his 
leave  of  England  to  wait  the  expected  arrival  of  the 
princess  at  Pisa. 

These  proceedings  against  her  royal  highness  soon 
manifested  themselves  in  a  commission  being,  ap- 
pointed at  Milan;  and  rumours  were  circulated  in 
this  country  that  her  conduct  was  at  variance  with 
propriety. 

Mr.  Leech,  a  Chancery  barrister  of  some  emi- 
nence, and  who  was  subsequently  devated  to  the 
situation  of  Vice-Chancellor,  and  is  now  Master  of 
the  Rolls ;  Mr.  Cook,  also  a  barrister,  and  a  writer 
of  great  eminence  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy; 
Mr.  Powell,  a  gentleman  of  private  fortune  and 
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connected  with  the  court;  a  Colonel  Brown,  the 
impropriety  of  whose  conduct  met  with  general  dis- 
approbation ;  and  Lord  Stewart,  the  cowardly  lord- 
ling  who  had  repeatedly  vilified  the  character  of  the 
princess,  and  had  even  personally  insulted  her,  were 
selected  as  the  individuals  proper  to  conduct  an  in* 
quiry  into  the  character  and  conduct  of  her  royal 
highness,  during  her  residence  on  the  Continent 
To  Milan  they  repaired.  A  person  by  the  name  of 
Viraercati  was  selected  as  the  Italian  agent*  Co- 
lonel Brown  was  stationed  to  assist  him.  Salaries 
were  of  course  attached  to  their  respective  offices, 
and  each  individual  had  his  post  assigned  him.  Vi- 
mercati  was  invested  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
management  of  this  affair,  and  the  nature  of  his 
conduct  and  proceedings  cannot  but  excite  mingled 
feelings  of  surprise  and  horror. 

By  this  commission,  witnesses  were  first  obtained, 
then  examined,  and  re-examined ;  exorbitant  prices 
were  offered  to  them  for  their  testimony,  and  threats 
were  made  to  those  who  shewed,  or  pretended  to 
shew,  any  dislike  subsequently  to  appear  to  verify 
their  statements.  Rastelli,  afterwards  a  witness,  was 
employed  as  courier*  and  to  him  was  delegated  the 
all-powerful  argument  of  a  long  purse.  Dumont, 
while  in  the  hands  of  this  commission,  carried  on  a 
correspondence  with  her  sister,  (who  was  still  in 
the  queen's  service)  through  the  medium  of  Baron 
D'Ompteda,  (the  villain  we  mentioned  a  few  pages 
back)  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  from 
her  majesty's  servants.     And  Omati  was  paid  by 


295 

EKOmpteda  for  stealing  papers,  for  the  use  of  the 
commission,  from  his  master,  who  was  her  majesty's 
professional  agent  at  Milan.  These  are  facts  proved 
by  witnesses  whose  characters  are  irreproachable,  and 
whose  evidence  is  as  well  written  as  parole. 

The  year 

1818 

was  a  dark  and  troubled  period, — a  period  of  great 
private  distress,— so  that  the  minds  of  men  were 
bent  with  more  acerbity  than  usual  upon  the  redress 
of  public  grievances.  The  country,  borne  down  by 
debt,  harassed  by  taxation,  which  had  no  longer  for 
its  excuse  a  monopoly  of  commerce,  looked  na- 
turally enough  to  the  source  from  which  these  ca- 
lamities bad  flowed.  They  found  the  theory  and 
the  practice  of  the  constitution  at  variance,  and 
hearing  they  had  a  right  to  be  taxed  by  their  re- 
presentatives, they  thought  it  hard  and  unjust  that 
over  the  great  majority  of  those  who  taxed  them 
they  had  no  controul.  Retrenchment  and  economy 
were  what  they  required.  They  considered  par- 
liamentary reform  would  be  the  means  of  producing 
economy  and  retrenchment.  Public  meetings  ill 
favour  of  parliamentary  reform  were,  therefore,  held, 
resolutions  in  favour  of  it  passed,  and  petitions  in 
favour  of  it  presented  to  the  two  houses  of  parliar 
ment;  the  energies  of  a  free  people  were  roused,  and 
great  excitement  prevailed.  When  a  country  is  thus 
agitated,  a  minister  must,  resist  with  vigour,  or  yield 
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with  grace.  Unjust  and  violent  demands  should  be 
met  with  resistance;  but  sober  and  legitimate  re* 
quests,  with  concession.  When  weakly  opposed, 
they  are  obtained  by  immediate  violence ;  success- 
fully refused,  they  are  put  off  for  a  day,  or  post- 
poned for  a  week  or  a  year ;  but  they  are  not  got  rid 
of.  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr.  Canning,  however, 
were  vain  enough  to  think  otherwise. 

Parliament  was  opened  by  commission  in  January. 
The  speech  referred  to  the  continued  indisposition 
of  his  majesty,  and  the  death  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte ;  but  without  promising  an  inquiry  into  the 
cause  of  her  untimely  end !  An  address  was  voted 
in  the  Commons'  House,  according  to  custom,  though 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly  was  not  wanting  in  his  expres- 
sions of  severe  opposition  to  the  course  ministers 
were  pursuing.  He  stated,  "  that  the  despotic  con- 
duct of  the  ministry  had  produced  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  a  determination  to  withstand  any  further 
infringement  upon  their  rights  and  privileges." 

Totally  regardless  of  the  sufferings  of  an  over- 
.burdened  people,1  however,  and  during  the  very 
heavy  and  calamitous  sorrows  of  the  middle  and 
lower  classes,  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
the  effrontery  to  move  "  that  one  million  of  money 
be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  de- 
ficiency of  places  of  worship  belonging  to  the  es- 
tablishment, by  building  new  churches  and  chapels 
of  ease,  where  the  increase  of  population  rendered 
it  needful.9'  How  applicable  are  the  words  of  Tar- 
tuffe  to  the  advocates  of  this  measure !    "  With  one 
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hand,  I  have  encouraged  spies,  suborned  perjury, 
'  and  committed  murders ;  and  with  the  other,  built 
churches, — but  not  with  my  own  money  I"  The  bill 
passed,  and  an  extra  "  plume  of  worldly-mindedness" 
was  consequently  placed  in  the  cap  of  hypocrisy ! 
Oh  !  that  the  pure  religion  of  our  Saviour  should  be 
thus  perverted !  His  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world, 
neither  did  he  luxuriate  in  the  "  good  things H  of  the 
earth.  Did  he  wear  lawn  sleeves  and  a  mitre  ? .  Did 
he  loll  in  gaudy  carriages,  and  look  down  with  su- 
percilious contempt  on  his  poorer  brethren  ?  Did  he 
require  theatres  for  his  churches,  or  perfumed  divines 
to  preach  his  gospel?  Did  he  interfere  with  po- 
litical matters,  and  exert  his  energies  to  enslave  the 
people?  We  leave  these  questions  to  be  answered 
by  those  locusts  of  the  land,  commonly  called  bisliops 
of  the  established  church  ;  at  the  same  time  we  call 
upon  them  to  reflect,  whether,  if  hereafter  they 
should  feel  inclined  to  recall  the  opportunity  of  con* 
ciliating  the  respect  of  the  country,  they  will  not 
have  the  misfortune  of  finding  it  much  too  late ! 

If  our  readers  were  to  look  over  the  singular  par- 
liamentary proceedings  at  this  gloomy  period  of  our 
history,  they  would  be  forcibly  struck  with  the  lit- 
tleness, servility,  and  the  utter  want  of  intellectual 
calibre,  so  fully  set  forth  in  the  characters  of  those 
who  conducted  the  solemn  mockery  of  legislation* 
The  most  unjust  and  arbitrary  laws  were  put  in 
force,  and  the  public  money  allowed  to  be  squan- 
dered, without  the  least  inquiry.  As  a  proof  of  this 
last  remark,  we  need  only  mention  the  fact  of  ninety 
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thousand  pounds  being  voted  for  the  department  of 
the  "  Master  of  the  Horse/9  who  kept  thirty  saddle 
and  twenty-eight  carriage  horses  for  the  use  of  bis 
majesty,  yet  the  king  had  never  been  out  of  the 
castle  for  more  than  seven  years !  This  disgraceful 
squandering  of  money  was  carried  on,  too,  when 
honest  citizens  and  affectionate  fathers  were  in- 
capable of  providing  bread  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies !  Indeed,  Lord  Liverpool  seemed  resolved  to 
push  the  country  to  its  utmost  verge,  by  proposing 
and  sanctioning  every  expensive  outlay.  He  was, 
with  Lords  Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth,  the  author  of 
many  plans  to  perplex,  impoverish,  and  subdue  the 
people,  in  which  plans  the  bishops  most  zealously 
assisted.  Every  contrivance  that  had  the  sanction 
of  the  queen  was  sure  to  be  well-managed*  till  Jus- 
tice herself  was  set  at  open  defiance. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  our  former  statements 
respecting  the  Princess  Charlotte,  and  we  think  the 
circumstance  we  are  now  about  to  relate  will  not 
operate  against  the  proofs  we  have  adduced  concern- 
ing her  untimely  end. 

Dr.  Sir  Richard  Croft,  the  accoucheur  of  that  la- 
mented princess,  had  been  engaged  to  attend  the 
lady  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thackeray,  at  her  house,  86, 
Wimpole-street,  Cavendish-square.  Sir  Richard  wenl 
there  on  Monday,  the  9th  of  February,  and  re 
ttiained  in  attendance  until  Thursday  morning,  at 
eleven  o'clock,  when,  finding  his  continued  presence 
unnecessary,  he  went  out  for  a  short  time  to  fulfil  hi< 
other  engagements.     An  apartment  on  the  flooi 
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for  the  residence  of  Sir  Richard.  In  this  chamber, 
there  were  two  pistols  belonging  to  Dr.  Thackeray, 
hanging  within  the  reach  of  Dr.  Croft.  Sir  Richard 
retired  to  bed  at  half-past  twelve,  and  about  one, 
Dr.  Thackeray  heard  a  noise,  apparently  proceeding 
from  the  room  occupied  by  Dr.  Croft,  and  sent  a 
female  servaht  to  ascertain  the  cause ;  she  returned* 
sayings  "  the  doctor  is  in  bed,  and  I  conceive  him 
to  be  asleep."  A  short  time  after,  a  similar  noise 
was  heard,  and  the  servant  was  sent  again.  She 
tapped  at  the  door,  but  received  no  answer.  This 
circumstance  created  alarm ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  door  of  his  apartment  was  broken  open.  Here 
an  awful  spectacle  presented  itself  The  body  of  Sir 
Richard  was  lying  on  the  bed,  shockingly  mangled, 
his  hands  extended  over  his  breast,  and  a  pistol  in 
each  hand.  One  of  the  pistols  had  been  loaded  with 
slugs,  the  other  with  ball.  Both  were  discharged, 
and  the  head  of  the  unfortunate  gentleman  was  lite* 
rally  blown  to  pieces. 

On  the  inquest,  Doctors  Latham  and  Baillie,  and 
Mr.  finch,  proved  that  the  deceased  had,  since  the 
death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  laboured  under 
mental  distress.  He  had  frequently  been  heard  to 
say,  that  "  this  lamentable  occurrence  weighs  hea» 
vily  on  my  mind,  and  I  shall  never  get  over  it" 
Mr.  finch  said,  he  was  well  aware  that  the  de- 
ceased had  been  labouring  under  derangement  of 
intellect  for  a  considerable  time  past *  and  he  should 
not  have  reposed  confidence  or  trust  m  him  on  any 
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occasion  since  the  lamented  catastrophe  alluded  to. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict,  "  that  the  deceased 
destroyed  himself  while  in  a  fit  of  temporary  de- 
rangement." 

During  the  inquest,  the  newspaper  reporters  were 
dei  ried  admission,  which  circumstance  gave  rise  to 
various  rumours  of  a  suspicious  tendency.  This 
was  certainly  an  unconstitutional  act ;  but  we  will, 
as  honest  historians,  speak  candidly  upon  the  subject 
Delicacy  to  surviving  friends  must  not  prevent  our 
detail  of  facts. 

It  will  appear  evident,  then,  that  Sir  Richard  had 
not  been  perfectly  sane  since  the  ever-to-be-regretted 

fatal  event  at  Claremont.    Was  it  not  therefore  as- 

« 

tonishing,  that  his  professional  as  well  as  other 
friends,  who  were  suspicious,  if  not  fully  aware,  of 
the  doctor's  derangement,  should  have  been  silent 
upon  this  important  point,  and  have  allowed  Sir 
Richard  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of  his  profes- 
sional practice  ?  Did  they  not,  by  such  silence, 
contribute  to  the  peril  of  females  in  the  most  trying 
moment  of  nature's  sorrow?  The  disinterested 
Tedder  will,  doubtless,  join  us  in  our  expressions  of 
indignation  at  such  wanton  and  cruel  conduct 

The  letter  written  to  Sir  Richard,  by  order  of  the 
prince,  proves  nothing  but  the/olly  of  those  who  ad- 
vised it.  That  letter  was  not  calculated  to  remove 
any  of  those  suspicions  respecting  the  untimely 
death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  which  rolled  like 
heavy  clouds  over  the  intelligent  minds  of  the  greater 
portion  of  the  nation ;  neither  was  it  likely  to  hush 
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the  spirit  of  inquiry,  because  its  details  were  evi- 
dently meant  to  prevent  any  special  explanation, 
The  Marquis  of  Hertford,  chamberlain  to  the  regent, 
well  knew,  at  this  period,  how  to  estimate  medicinal 
cause  and  effect  I 

Presuming  my  Lord  Bloorafield  to  have  been  an 
actor  in  "  the  tragedy/'  we  cannot  help  thinking 
that  his  reward  was  more  than  adequate  to  the  ser- 
vices performed.  His  pension  of  twelve  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  was  dated  December,  1817.  What 
extraordinary  benefits  had  he  rendered  to  this  op- 
pressed nation  to  merit  such  an  income  ?  We  ought 
also  to  mention,  that,  after  this  period,  we  find  his 
lordship  named  as  "  envoy  and  minister-plenipoten- 
tiary in  Sweden,"  for  which  he  received  the  annual 
sum  of  four  thousand,  nine  hundred  pounds,  and,  as 
colonel  of  artillery,  one  thousand  and  three  pounds, 
making  in  all  the  enormous  annual  sum  of  seven 
thousand,  one  hundred,  and  three  pounds ! 

These  remarks  are  not  intended  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  private  families ;  but  are  made  with  a  view 
to  urge  a  strict  investigation  into  the  cause  of  the 
Princess  Charlotte's  death*  We  are  well  aware  that 
many  great  persons  have  reason  to  fear  the  result  of 
such  an  inquiry,  yet  the  injured  ought  to  have  jus- 
tice administered,  even  at  the  "  eleventh  hour,"  if 
it  cannot  sooner  be  obtained.  Many  a  murderer  hap 
been  executed  twenty,  or  even  thirty,  years  after 
the  commission  of  his  crime ! 

Though  at  this  time  ministers  4  had  a  parliament 
almost  entirely  dovoted  to  their  wishes,  there  w?rea 
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few  members  of  it  who  vigorously  opposed  unjust 
measures,  and  they  could  not  always  carry  their  plans 
into  execution.  The  amount  solicited  for  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  upon  his  intended  .marriage  with  the 
Princess  of  Saxe  Meiningen  is  a  proof  of  this ;  for, 
although  the  regent  sent  a  message  to  the  House  to 
accomplish  this  object,  it  was  at  Jirst  refused,  and 
the  duke  did  not  gain  his  point  till  a  considerable 
time  afterwards. 

In  this  year,  the  Duke  of  Kent  was  united  to  a 
sister  of  Prince  Leopold. 

In  September,  while  most  requisite  to  her  party, 
the  queen  was  taken  ill.  Bulletin  followed  upon 
bulletin,  and  the  disorder  was  reported  to  increase. 
Some  of  the  public  papers  announced,  that  her  ma* 
jesty  had  expressed  an  ardent  desire  to  witness  a 
reconciliation  between  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  as  she  imagined  her  dissolution  was  now 
near  at  hand.  The  report,  however,  was  as  false  as 
it  was  unlikely;  for,  only  a  month  before  this  pe- 
riod, spies  had  been  despatched  to  obtain  witnesses, 
of  any  description^  against  the  honour  of  the  prin- 
cess, by  which  means  her  enemies  hoped  to  accom- 
plish their  most  ardent  desires.  Queen  Charlotte's 
conscience  was  not  of  a  penetrable  nature  as  her 
bitter  enmity  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  continued 
even  to  her  death! 

With  her  majesty,  it  had  ever  been  an  invariable 
maxim,  that  "  might  constitutes  right ;"  but  the  re* 
flections  of  her  mind,  while  surveying  the  proba- 
bility or  a  speedy  dissolution,  must  have  been  of  a 
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complexion  too  dreary  to  be  faithfully  pictured* 
She, — who  had  been  the  arbitress  of  the  fates  of 
nations,  whose  commands  none  dared  dispute  or  dis- 
obey, and  at  whose  frown  numberless  sycophants 
and  dependents  trembled, — was  now  about  to  face 
the  dread  enemy  of  mankind!  The  proud  heart  of 
Queen  Charlotte  must  have  been  humbled  at  the 
thought  of  meeting  her  Judge,  who  is  said  to  be 
"  no  distinguisher  of  persons," 

During  her  indisposition,  the  queen  seemed  much 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  she  should  recover,  and 
it  was  not  till  the  2nd  of  November  that  the  phy» 
sicians  deemed  it  requisite  to  acquaint  the  queen  of 
her  danger.  The  intelligence  was  given  in  the  most 
delicate  manner  possible ;  yet  her  majesty  exhibited 
considerable  alarm  at  the  information.  It  was  pres- 
singly  hinted  by  the  princesses  to  their  mother,  that 
the  sacrament  ought  to  be  administered;  but  the 
queen  positively  refused  the  "  holy  rite/'  saying, 
"  It  is  of  no  use,  as  I  am  unable  to  take  it"  One 
of  the  princesses  immediately  said,  "  You  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  you  murdered  the  Princess 
Charlotte  ?"  "  No,*  faintly  answered  the  queen, 
"but  I  cqnkjved  at  it !°  We  pledge  ourselves 
to  the  truth  of  this  statement,  however  incredible 
it  may  appear  to  those  who  have  considered  Queen 
Charlotte  as  "  a  pattern  to  her  sex."  When  the 
general  servility  of  the  press  to  royalty  is  taken  into 
consideration,  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that 
people  are  misinformed  as  to  the  real  characters  .of 
kings  and  queens.    Take  the  following  &fo 


I 


304 


most  inconsistent  eulogium,  copied  from  the  "  Atlas" 
newspaper,  as  an  example  of  this  time-serving  vio- 
lation of  truth : 

"  Queen  Charlotte's  constant  attendance  on  the  king,  and  her 

CHIEF    FOll   THE    LOSS    OF  HER  GRAND-DAUGHTER,   gained  gTOOnd  OD 

her  constitution ;  and  her  majesty  expired  at  Kew,  on  the  1 7th  of 
November,  1818.  In  all  the  relations  of  a  wife  and  mother,  the 
conduct  of  the  queen  had  been  exemplary.  Pious,  without  bigotry; 
virtuous,  but  not  austere ;  serious,  yet  capable  of  the  most  perfect 
enjoyment  of  innocent  pleasure ;  unostentatious,  economical,  adorned 
with  all  domestic  virtues,  and  not  without  the  charities  of  human 
nature,  the  queen  had  lived  respected,  and  she  died  full  of  yean 
and  honour,  regretted  by  her  subjects,  and  most  by  those  who  knew 
her  best.  If  her  talents  were  not  shining,  nor  her  virtues  extra* 
ordinary,  she  never  employed  the  first  in  faction,  nor  bartered  the 
second  for  power.  She  was  occasionally  accused  of  political  inter- 
ference, by  contemporary  jealousy;  but  history  will  acquit  her  of  the 
charge.  She  was  a  strict  moralist,  though  her  conduct  to  one  part 
of  her  family  (the  heroic  Caroline,  we  suppose)  was  perhaps  more 
rigorous  than  just.  Her  proudest  drawing-room  was  the  hearth 
of  her  home.  Her  brightest  gems  were  her  children,  (hea- 
ven save  the  mark !)  and  her  greatest  ambition  to  set  an  esampU 
of  matronly  virtue  and  feminine  dignity  to  the  ladies  of  htr 
adopted  country !" 

We  should  absolutely  blush  for  the  writer  of  this 
paragraph,  did  we  think  that  he  really  meant  bis 
panegyric  to  be  taken  literally.  For  the  sake  of 
common  honesty ,  however,  we  will  noj  suppose  he  so 
intended  it;  he  must  be  some  severe  critic  who 
adopted  this  style  as  the  keenest  kind  of  nit,  for 

"  Praise  undeserved  is  satire  in  disguise !" 

The  august  remains  of  this  royal  lady  were, 
on  the  2nd  of  December,  deposited  in  the  vault 
prepared   for  their   reception,    with  ail  the  parade 


305 

usual  on  such*  expensive  occasions.  We  will  not 
detain  our  readers  by  describing  the  funeral 
pomp,  though  we  cannot  avoid  noticing  that  the 
body  was  not  opened,  but  immediately  enclosed  in 
prepared  wrappers,  and  very  speedily  deposited  in 
the  first  coffin,  which  was  a  leaden  one.  Indeed, 
her  majesty  was  not  in  a  fit  state  to  undergo  the 
usual  formalities  of  embalming,  &c.  Her  body  was 
literally  a  moving  mass  of  corruption. 

Let  us  now  sum  up  the  mortal  train  of  evils  which 
were  so  generously  nourished  "  by  the  departed,"  for 
virtues  she  had  none.  The  power  of  royalty  may 
intimidate  the  irresolute,  astonish  the  uninformed,  or 
bribe  the  villain ;  but,  as  we  do  not  claim  affinity 
with  either  of  these  characters,  we  honestly  avow, 
that  her  majesty  did  not  deserve  the  title  "  of  blessed 
memory."  At  the  commencement  of  her  alliance 
with  the  much-to-be-pitied  George  the  Third,  she 
took  every  advantage  of  his  weakness,  and  actually 
directed  the  helm  of  government  alone,  which  unto- 
ward circumstance  England  has  abundant  cause  to 
remember ! 

The  next  brother  to  the  king,  (Edward)  whom  we 
have  before  mentioned,  was  most  unexpectedly  and 
unaccountably  sent  abroad,  notwithstanding  his  being 
next  in  succession.  His  royal  highness9  marriage 
with  a  descendant  of  the  Stuarts,  though  strictly 
legal,  was  never  acknowledged  by  Queen  Charlotte, 
and  his  only  child,  soon  after  its  birth,  was  thrown 
upon  the  compassionate  attention  of  strangers.  As 
there  is  something  so  horrible  relative  to  the  death 
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of  this  amiable  duke  and  duchess,  and  something  so 
heartless  and  cruel  in  the  treatment  to  which  their 
only  son  has  been  subjected,  we  are  induced,  for  the 
sake  of  truth  and  justice,  to  lay  a  brief  statement  of 
the  matter  before  our  readers. 

Historians  have  either  been  treacherous  or  igno- 
rant of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  case 
of  this  Duke  of  York,  who  was  the  second  son  of 
Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  next  brother  of 
George  the  Third.  Most  writers  have  represented 
"  that  he  died  in  consequence  of  a  malignant  fever," 
as  we  have  before  mentioned j  but  one  historian  ven- 
tured to  assert  that  "  Edward,  Duke  of  York,  was 
assassinated  in  September,  1767,  near  Monaco,  in 
Italy  1"  This  statement,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  is  but 
too  true,  which  caused  the  book  containing  it  to  be 
bought  up  at  an  immense  expense.  The  unhappy 
widow  of  his  royal  highness  was  then  far  advanced  in 
pregnancy,  and  very  shortly  after  this  melancholy, 
and  (to  her)  irreparable  loss,  she  came  over  to  Eng- 
land, and  took  up  her  residence  at  Haverford  West, 
in  South  Wales.  At  this  place,  her  royal  highness 
gave  birth  to  a  son,  whose  baptism  was  duly  entered 
in  the  register  of  St  Thomas'  parish.  What  after- 
wards became  of  this  illustrious  lady,  however,  is 
not  known;  but  her  infant  was,  shortly  after  its 
birth,  conveyed  to  London,  and  placed,  by  George 
the  Third,  under  the  immediate  care  and  protection 
of  a  tradesman  and  his  wife,  by  whom  he  was  repre- 
sented to  be  their  own  son.    This  tradesman!  si- 


907 

though  only  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  enjoyed  the 
particular  confidence  of  his  majesty,  and  has  been 
known  to  walk  with  the  king  by  the  hour,  in  the 
gardens  adjoining  Buckingham  House,    conversing 
with  all  the  familiarity  of  an  old  acquaintance  or  an 
especial  friend,  and  who  at  all  times  could  command 
an  interview  with  his  majesty,  or  with  the  ministers. 
When  about  twelve  years  old,  this  ill-fated  offspring 
of  the  duke  was  placed  at  Eton,  upon  which  occa- 
sion his  majesty  took  especial  notice  of  the  youth, 
and  was  in  the  habit  of  conversing  very  freely  with 
him.     He  had  not  been  long  at  Eton  when  his  ma- 
jesty allowed  him  to  go  with  his  reputed  father  to 
see  the  hounds  throw  off  at  Taplow  Heath ;  a  chaise 
was  ordered  for  this  purpose,  and  they  arrived  just 
before  the  deer  were  let  out.    Upon  their  alighting, 
the  king  rode  up  to  them,  and  expressed  his  very 
great  satisfaction  at  the  appearance  of  the  youth ; 
and,  after  asking  many  questions  relative  to  the  ar- 
rangements made  for  him  at  school,  said,  *  Well, 
my  little  fellow,  do  you  be  a  good  boy,  and  you 
shall  never  want  friends.     Good  bye,  good  bye ;  the 
deer  will  soon  be  oat!*     His  majesty  then  rode 
back  to  his  attendants.    Whenever  George  the  Third 
passed  through  Eton,  it  was  his  invariable  practice 
either  to  speak  to,  or  inquire  after,  this  youth,  in 
whose  welfare  he  ever  appeared  deeply  interested. 
From  Eton,  he  was  removed  to  college ;  and  after 
this  period,  vexations  of  an  unpleasant  nature  were 
experienced  by  this  orphan:  his  income  was  too  li- 
mited, and  unkmdness  and  illiberally  were  too  fre- 
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quently  his  portion j  even  during  severe  indisposition, 
he  was  permitted  to  languish  without  being  supplied 
with  sufficient  means  to  procure  the  needful  restora- 
tives. His  life  now  became  little  else  than  one  con- 
tinued scene  of  un happiness ;  his  associates  at  the 
university  were  well  acquainted  with  these  facts,  and 
appeared  deeply  interested  in  his  welfare,  regretting 
that  the  mind  and  talent  of  suchan  amiable  and  pro- 
mising youth  should  be  enervated  by  the  severity  or 
inattention  of  his  connexions.  But  as  he  had  been 
severely  rebuked  for  making  a  complaint,  and  offer- 
ing a  remonstrance,  he  resolved  to  suffer  in  "  silent 
sorrow,'9  much  to  the  injury  of  his  mental  enjoy- 
ments. During  a  vacation,  and  previous  to  his  re- 
moval from  college,  a  dispute  arose  amongst  the 
members  of  his  reputed  father's  family  upon  the 
subject  of  religion.  The  debate  at  length  assumed 
a  formidable  appearance,  and  bigotry  plainly  supplied 
the  place  of  sound  reasoning.  The  family  separated 
in  the  evening,  each  displeased  with  the  other,  and 
all,  except  one  individual,  at  issue  with  the  royal 
protlge.  Early  in  the  ensuing  morning,  this  dissen- 
tient member  of  the  family  requested  the  favour  of 
an  interview  with  the  illustrious  youth,  arid  remarked, 
that  the  occurrence  was  not  a  matter  of  surprise,  as 
the  very  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  the 
reputed  father  of  the  young  gentleman  were  of  a 
most  serious  description.  "  To  what  do  you  al- 
lude?" said  the  youth.  "You  ought  to  know," 
answered  this  honourable  friend,  "  that  you  have  no 
right  to  submit  to  insult  here.     You  are  the  highest 
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person  fa  this  house,  and  are,  by  your  rank,  entitled 
to  the  greatest  respect  from  every  one*  Your  pre- 
tended  father  forgets  his  duty  and  his  engagements, 
when  he  permits  you  to  be  treated  with  disrespect ; 
and  if  his  majesty  knew  these  circumstances,  your 
abode  would  soon  be  changed ;  and  your  profession 
would  be  abandoned.  The  king  never  would  allow 
an  indignity  to  be  offered  to  you  in  any  way,  much 
less  by  the  person  into  whose  care  he  has  so  con- 
fidingly entrusted  you."  "  What!"  said  the  young 
prince,  "  art)  I  not  the  son  of  Mr.  **♦♦♦*?  hut, 
if  I  am,  why  should  his  majesty  take  so  much  in- 
terest in  my  case  V  "  No,"  answered  his  informant, 
"  you  are  not  the  son  of  Mr.  ••••*•.  But  ask  no 
more ;  my  life  might  probably  pay  for  my  expla- 
nation !"  From  this  period,  the  subject  of  our  me- 
moir was  treated  with  the  greatest  unkindness  and 
personal  indignity  by  almost  every  member  of  his  re- 
puted father's  family.  Indeed,  the  imperious  be- 
haviour of  the  elder  branches  was  such  as  could  hot 
be  passed  over  in  silence ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  high-spirited  and  noble  victim  was  sent  back  to 
college  for  the  remainder  of  the  vacation,  with  little 
more  in  his  purse  than  would  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  journey;  but  the  command  was  peremptory! 
After  remaining  some  time  in  utter  destitution,  the 
royal  proteg6  wrote  to  request  an  early  supply  of  cash, 
naming  for  what  purposes.  This  appeal  was  consi- 
dered as  the  effect  of  extravagance  and  profligacy, 
and,  instead  of  being  properly  complied  with,  was 
answered  with  acrimony,  every  thing  the  reverse  of 
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jferental  feflmg.  Under  these  heart-rending  circunv 
stances,  did  this  ill-fated  son  of  Prince  Edward  labour 
far  nearly  four  years  at  the  university, — not  daring  to 
make  any  further  appeals  to  the  austere,  impatient, 
and  arbitrary  person,  to  whose  care  the  king  had  so 
fully,  though  secretly %  entrusted  him.  At  length, 
however,  a  severe  illness  was  the  consequence ;  and 
censure,  in  no  very  measured  terms,  was  heaped 
upon  the  unfeeling  character  who  had  so  cruelly  im- 
molated a  promising  and  worthy  young  gentleman, 
and  who,  he  well  knew,  was  of  the  most  illustrious 
descent.  Those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  case  were  most  incensed  against  such 
heartless  conduct.  Mr.  ******  had  undertaken 
the  important  charge  of  seeing  this  prot£g£  able  to 
realize  the  ardent  wish  of  his  majesty,  either  as  a 
legal  or  clerical  character,  and  thereby,  in  some 
degree,  provided  for.  But,  while  has  majesty's  ne- 
phew was  refused  means  to  live  respectably,  and 
excluded  from  all  youthful  amusements,  the  real 
sods  of  his  reputed  father  were  allowed  all  the  plea- 
sures and  enjoyments  of  life.  At  his  final  removal 
from  college,  this  ill-treated  prince  represented  to 
his  unfeeling  guardian  that  he  should  take  greater 
pleasure  in  pursuing  legal  to  clerical  engagements} 
bat  his  wishes  in  this,  as  in  most  other  matters,  were 
totally  disregarded,  and  the  church  was  destined,  by 
arbitrary  will,  to  be  his  profession.  He,  therefore,  at 
the  proper  age,  was  compelled  to  take  orders,  and 
enter  upon  a  profession  he  had  not  chosen.  As 
the  home  of  his  reputed  father  was  scarcely  to  be 
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endured,  a  curacy  was  eagerly  accepted,  and  the 
son  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  nephew  of  George 
the  Third,  was  transformed  into  "  a  clergyman  of 
the  church  of  England!!!"  Here  he  toiled  in  an 
obscure  village,  scarcely  receiving  sufficient  means 
to  discharge  the  small  demands  required  for  hist 
maintenance ! 

Shortly  after  this,  the  principal  of  the  living  died 
insolvent,  and  the  little  remuneration  due  to  the  cu- 
rate could  not  be  obtained.  In  this  distressing  state 
of  affairs,  the  persecuted  prince  could  obtain  no 
settlement  from  his  guardian  ;  yet  from  comparative 
nothingness,  this  man  was  raised  to  affluence,  and 
was  then  living  in  much  style,  keeping  his  carriage 
and  horses,  inhabiting  a  mansion  of  very  superior 
description,  and  the  whole  of  his  family  enjoy* 
ing  every  superfluity  of  life.  He$  however,  on 
whose  sole  account  this  sumptuous  appearance  was 
bestowed,  was  "  eating  the  bread  of  Carefulness, 
and  reposing  upon  the  couch  of  Sorrow  !"  We  need 
not  enter  more  fully  into  the  case  of  this  unfortunate, 
but  worthy,  descendant  of  Prince  Edward,  than 
say,  that,  from  the  commencement  of  his  studies 
to  a  very  recent  period,  he  has  been  the  victim  op 
Power  !  His  sufferings  and  his  sorrows  have  been 
too  great  for  language  to  describe ;  and,  but  for  the 
blessings  of  a  fine  constitution,  he  must  have  fallen 
under  them.  But,  if  he  be  called  upon  in  a  suitable 
manner,  we  doubt  not  that  he  has  yet  preserved  to 
him  sufficient  of  his  natural  courage,  though  in  hif 
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65th  year,  to  make  "  False  Accusation  blush,  and 
Tyranny  tremble  at  Patience !" 

We  claim  the  attention  of  our  readers  while  we 
offer  proof  that  our  assertions  are  founded  upon  the 
glorious  principle  of  truth.  We  have  ourselves, 
to  elucidate  this  matter,  examined  all  the  registers 
of  the  various  parishes  in  Carnarvonshire  and  Car- 
marthenshire, and  found  every  register  complete 
from  1760,  until  we  came  to  that  of  St  Thomas, 
Haverford  West,  at  which  place  we  could  not  find  a 
single  register  before  the  year  1776.  To  substan- 
tiate this  fact,  we  subjoin  the  following  certificate  of 
the  parish  clerk: 

"  Haverford  West, 
"  Parish  of  St.  Thomas. 
"  There  are  no  registers  in  the  possession  of  the 
present  rector  of  the  above  parish,  prior  to  the 
year  1776. 

(Signed)    "Joseph  Lloyd  Morgan, 

"  Parish  Clerk.* 
"  13th  Sept,  1881." 

Here,  then,  is  a  blank  for  which  no  apology  can 
be  received, — no  obsequious  profession  of  sorrow 
or  regret  can  compensate.  We  presume  to  declare 
that  if  the  parish  registers  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  United  Kingdoms  be  investigated,  a  similar  de- 
fect will  not  be  found.  We  are,  therefore,  justified 
in  supposing  that  this  defect  arose  solely  and  entirely 
from  concerted  measures,  to  keep  the  subject  of  our 
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memoir  from  ever  having  it  in  his  power  to  bring 
legal  proof  of  his  noble  descent. 

The  time  will  probably  arrive  when  we  may  be 
permitted  to  enter  more  fully  into  this  atrocious 
business,  and  then  we  shall  not  spare  the  "  Oppres- 
sors of  Innocence/'  for  truth  is  bold,  and  not  al- 
ways to  be  defied !  It  would  have  been  better  for 
such  oppressors  to  have  never  seen  the  light  than  to 
have  gained  their  wicked  purposes  by  such  an  un- 
manly sacrifice  of  the  rights  of  nature.  Every  in- 
dividual ought  to  feel  interested  in  the  full  and  fair 
explanation  of  this  chicanery ;  for  if  such  misdeeds 
are  suffered  to  remain  unpunished,  a  safeguard  is 
offered  to  future  tyrants !  Startling  facts  like  these 
speak  volumes,  and  any  honest  and  upright  member 
of  the  community  will  not  need  more  than  their  sim- 
ple avowal  to  rouse  his  indignation.  Such  encroach- 
ments on  the  rights  of  individuals  call  aloud  for 
retributive  justice,  and  we  trust  the  call  will  not  long 
be  made  in  vain.  Surely  there  is  yet  sufficient  virtue 
left  amongst  us  to  prevent  this  once  great  nation 
from  being  sacrificed  to  the  fluctuating  interests  or 
wayward  prejudices  of  ministers,  or  even  of  a  mo- 
narch !  It  is  high  time  to  shake  off  all  lethargy ! 
This,  as  well  as  many  other  subjects,  which  we  have 
exposed, — deserve, — nay,  demand, — parliamentary 
investigation.  Hitherto,  some  dreadful  infatuation 
seems  to  have  presided  over  the  councils  of  this 
country.  Insatiable  ambition  has  caused  all  the 
horrors  imposed  upon  the  United  Kingdoms,  and 
has  plunged  a  professedly  free  and  great 
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into  debt  and  disgrace.  Indolence  now,  therefore,  is 
only  comparable  with  the  conduct  of  a  prodigal,  who 
has  wasted  his  estate  without  reflection,  and  then 
has  not  the  courage  to  examine  his  accounts j  far  be 
this  from  Britons ! 

From  this  digression,  we  return  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Queen  Charlotte's  character.  The  open 
and  virtuous  conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  and 
his  rebuffs  from  the  queen  in  consequence  thereof 
affords  another  proof  of  the  domination  which  her 
majesty  endeavoured  to  exercise  over  all  advisers  of 
the  crown.  The  imbecility  of  the  king,  owing  to 
circumstances  formerly  noticed  by  us,  as  well  as  the 
horrors  of  a  ruinous  war,  must  also  be  ascribed  to 
the  dictatorial  conduct  of  Queen  Charlotte.  The 
unjustifiable  hatred  her  majesty  imbibed  against 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  the  consequent  unfeel- 
ing demeanour  she  exhibited  to  that  victim,  would 
of  itself  be  sufficient  to  refute  the  praises  of  her 
minions,  and  stamp  her  name  with  everlasting  in- 
famy. But  many  other  convincing  proofs  are  upon 
record.  Her  majesty  well  knew  that  the  country 
was  bending  under  an  enormous  load  of  debt,  which 
encumbered  its  inhabitants ;  she  knew  of  their  suf- 
ferings and  complaints ;  but  the  appealing  voices  of 
reason  and  supplication  were  never  deemed  worthy 
of  her  attention.  What  traits  of  "  matronly"  goodness 
or  natural  affection  did  she  exhibit  for  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  when  advancing  to  the  hour  of  her  peri!  ? 
And  what  proofs  have  we  of  "  her  grief  for  the  loss 
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of  her  grand-daughter "  so  satirically  ascribed,  By 
the  writer  quoted  a  few  pages  back,  to  be  one  of  the 
causes  of  ha  majesty's  last  illness?  Alas !  her  ma- 
jesty's abject,  though  horrible,  confession  on  her 
death-bed,  relative  to  this  unfortunate  princess,  too 
filially  corroborated  the  infamy  of  her  general  con- 
duct! We  need  not  proceed  farther  with  her  ma- 
jesty's character ;  this,  this  unnatural  act  is  enough 
to  chill  the  blood  in  the  veins  of  every  human 
Iwiiig! 

At  this  time,  very  little  was  said  of  the  afflicted 
king ;  indeed  the  bulletins  assumed  such  a  sameness 
of  expression,  that  the  country  thought  there  was  not 
satisfactory  evidence  to  prove  the  sovereign  was  really 
uEve.  His  majesty's  disorder  did  not  require  that 
close  and  solitary  confinement  so  arbitrarily  imposed 
upon  him.  If  he  had  been  a  private  gentleman,  as- 
sociated with  an  affectionate  wife  and  dutiful  child- 
ren, would  he  not  have  frequently  been  persuaded 
to  take  an  airing  in  an  open  carriage  ?  But  how  in- 
finitely  superior  were  the  facilities  attendant  upon 
the  situation  of  the  king  than  could  possibly  be  pos- 
sessed by  any  private  gentleman !  His  majesty  had 
long  been  languishing,  and  was,  at  the  commence- 
ment of 

1819, 

insensible  to  all  around  him.    Death  was  evidently 
making  rapid  strides,  and  yet  the  bulletins  continued 
of  the  same  general  expression. 
At  this  time,  we  had  the  honour  of  being 
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^Uy  "acquainted  with  one  of  the  king's  sons,  whose 
•integrity  has  ever  been  considered  unimpeachable, 
both  in  his  public  and  private  character.  The  in- 
formation we  received  relative  to  the  kino's  death 
came  directly  from  his  royal  highness. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  much  doubt  prevailed 
upon  the  reality  of  the  king's  existence,  and  nu- 
merous bets  were  entered  into  upon  the  subject  by 
persons  in  the  higher  circles.  Notwithstanding  this, 
on  the  25th  of  January,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  intro- 
duced a  motion  to  the  House  of  Lords  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  office 
of  "  guardian  to  the  king,"  as,  in  consequence  of 
the  demise  of  her  majesty,  that  trust  had  become 
vacant  Much  altercation  ensued.  The  duka 
former  delinquencies  had  not  been  forgotten,  and 
the  country  was  tired  with  the  subjection  they  then 
endured  from  the  imposing  privileges  of  royalty. 
But,  in  despite  of  all  opposition  and  remonstrance, 
the  care  of  the  king's  person  was  committed  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  for  which  his  royal  highness  bad 
the  unblushing  effrontery  to  receive  ten  thousand 

POUNDS     A     YEAR    FOR   VISITING    HIS     DYING    FATHER 

twice  a  week!!!  What  an  unprecedented  example 
of  avarice  and  undutifulness  was  here  manifested  by 
a  son  to  his  parent,  who  would  have  travelled  the 
same  distance  any  time  to  have  gratified  his  passions! 
Oh,  Shame !  where  is  thy  blush?  Oh,  Infamy,  art 
thou  not  now  detected?  A  few  weeks  after  this 
motion  had  received  the  approbation  of  the  agents 
of  corruption,  the   long-afflicted   and   disappointed 


317 

George  the  Third  DIED!  but  the  event  waft 
carefully  concealed  from  the  public.    Praters  were 

STILL    READ   IN   CHURCHES  FOR  HIS  RECOVERY,  though 

the  bishops  knew  they  were  mocking  heaven,  by 
praying  for  the  life  of  one  who  was  already  dead  I 
Ye  sticklers  for  upholding  the  present  impious  sys- 
tem of  church  government,  what  say  ye  to  this? 
Could  Infamy  and  Blasphemy  go  any  farther  ?  And 
yet  those  at  the  head  of  this  system  are  still  allowed 
to  insult  the  country  by  proposing  general  fasts  to 
people  already  starving,  as  well  as  impiously  accusing 
the  Almighty  with  spreading  distress  and  pestilence 
over  the  land  which  they  themselves  have  laid  waste 
by  their  rapacity  and  world ly-mindedness !  While 
the  clergy  were  praying  for  the  life  of  the  deceased 
king  to  be  preserved,  the  apartments  formerly  in 
the  occupation  of  his  majesty  were  kept  in  the  same 
state  as  when  the  monarch  was  alive,  and  the  royal 
body,  after  being  embalmed,  was  placed  in  a  leaden 
coffin  of  needful  substance.  Our  royal  informant 
went  on  to  state,  that  these  impositions  were  prac- 
tised upon  the  public  to  give  time  for  selecting  pro* 
per  persons  to  be  despatched  to  Milan,  or  elsewhere, 
to  gain  intelligence  what  the  Princess  of  Wales  in- 
tended upon  the  demise  of  the  king,  as,  in  that 
event  occurring,  her  royal  highness  would  become 
queen  consort. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  cunning  and  trickery,  her 
royal  highness  was  informed  of  the  death  of  hec 
father-in-law  many  months  before  it  became  publicly 
known.     A  junior  branch  of  the  royal  family  wnlfc 
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to  her,  "  The  king  is  now  dead,  but  this  event  will 
not  be  made  known  to  the  nation  till  certain  arrange- 
ments are  made,  on  behalf  of  the  prince  regent,  to 
degrade  you  ;  and  either  keep  you  abroad  for  the  re* 
mainder  of  your  life,  void  of  your  title  as  Queen  of 
England,  and  with  other  restrictions,  or  to  obtain 
witnesses,  and,  giving  you  the  form  of  a  trial, 
insult  and  destroy  you!"  Her  royal  highness, 
however,  was  precluded  from  acting  upon  this  in- 
formation by  her  correspondent,  who  enjoined  her 
to  the  strictest  secrecy  till  the  event  should  be  made 
known  to  her  by  the  ministers  of  the  crown. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  opportunity  to  suppress 
unpleasant  inquiries  or  investigations  upon  subjects 
connected  with  royalty  and  the  time-serving  ministry 
were  carefully  embraced.  That  unparalleled  junto* 
Liverpool,  Castlereagh,  Sidmouth,  and  others  of  the 
same  profession,  not  forgetting  our  dear  venerable 
Lord  Eldon  and  the  pious  bishops,  were  well  aware 
of  George  the  Third's  death,  at  the  time  it  hap- 
pened.  They  had,  indeed,  been  expecting  it  for 
some  time ;  yet  these  were  the  persons  who  assisted 
to  deceive  the  public  mind,  and  prevent  the  straight- 
forward acknowledgment  of  truth  !  The  evidence 
we  have  adduced  of  this  fact  is  so  palpable  and 
strong,  that  he  who  can  resist  its  force  must  be 
strangely  void  of  perception,  or  else  have  made  a 
previous  resolve  not  to  suffer  himself  to  be  the  sub- 
ject of  conviction. 

In  the  early  part  of  May,  several  persons  were  in- 
troduced at  court,  and  received  the  royal  smile,  od 
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being  appointed  to  investigate  the  private  conduct 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales.    Their  purses  were  also 
amply  supplied  by  the  royal  command,  and  if  further 
sums  were  found  needful,  they  received  letters  of 
credit  upon  the  principal  banking  houses  named  in 
the  route  they  had  to  take.     If  any  person  in  the 
common  ranks  of  life  gives  away  that  which  is  not 
his  to  give,  he  renders  himself  liable  to  transporta- 
tion ;  but  it  is  said,   a  "  king  can  do  no  wrong!" 
The  most  disreputable  of  society  were  solicited  to 
give  information  against  the  Princess  of  Wales,  either 
with  regard  to  any  public  or  private  intelligence  they 
might  have  received;  the  most  liberal  offers  were 
also  made  to  remunerate  the  persons  so  inquired  of. 
After  an  immense  expense,  information,  though  of 
a  doubtful  character,  against  the  princess  was  ob- 
tained, only  by  purchase;  and  various  were  the 
despatches  sent  over  to  this  country,  and  answered 
by  the  ministerial  plotters,  who  exerted  all  their 
energies  to  bring  the  business  to  a  consummation. 

During  such  disreputable  transactions,  the  prin- 
cess knew  the  real  cause  of  all  the  attempts  to  insult 
and  degrade  her  character ;  and  she,  therefore,  with- 
out delay,  advised  with  her  legal  friends  what  steps 
were  most  proper  to  take.  Alas !  the  princess  was 
doomed  only  to  receive  fresh  insults ;  delay  followed 
delay;  excuses  of  the  most  palliative  description 
were  used,   instead  of  sound  advice  and  positive 

opinion,  and  it  appeared  as  if  every  hand  were  raised 

■ 

against  her !   Indeed,  the  perplexed  and  m 
situation  of  the  princess  was  attended  with 
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gerous  consequences,  that,  bad  she  not  been  a  most 
courageous  woman,  and  supported  by  her  innocence, 
she  must  have  sank  under  her  fears.     Driven   into 
exile,  abandoned  by  the  ministry,  deserted  by  her 
friends,  through  the  bribery  of  her  enemies,  attacked 
by  her  nearest  relations,  the  only  resource  she  had 
left  was  in  committing  her  person,  her  sceptre,  her 
crown,  and  her  honour,  to  the  care  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  British  people.     For  our  own  parts, 
we  cannot  forget  that  when  she  was  accused  before 
parliament  on  a  former  occasion,  the  whole  nation 
was  melted  into  tears,  or  inflamed  with  rage ;  and, 
except  those  princes  and  their  minions,  who  should 
have  felt  for  her  the  most,  there  was  found  but  one 
heart,    one  will,  and  one    voice,    on    the  subject 
throughout  the  kingdoms !     Nor  can  it  have  escaped 
the  observation  of  our  countrymen,  that  all   those 
persons,  originally  employed  in  bringing  to  trial  this 
illustrious  and  virtuous  woman,   have  been  muni- 
ficently  rewarded;  while  those  who  advocated  her 
cause,  and  stood  between  her  and  the  axe  uplifted 
for  her  destruction,  have  experienced  nothing  but 
the  blackest  calumny  and  detraction. 

Lord  Moira,  the  author  of  the  first  investigation, 
was  made  Marquis  of  Hastings,  and  Governor-Ge- 
neral of  India.  This  individual,  however,  desired  his 
right  hand  might  be  amputated  immediately  qfler  his 
decease,  as  an  expiatory  judgment  against  himself,  in 

m 

having  signed  dishonourable  deeds  to  injure  the  hop' 
piness  of  the  princess.  Conant/  the  poor  Marlbo 
rough-street  magistrate,  who  procured  the  attested 
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evidence  for  impeachment,  was  created  Sir  Nathaniel, 
with  an  increase  of  a  thousand  pounds  a  year,  as 
chief  of  all  the  police  offices.  The  Douglases  were 
all  either  elevated  to  wealth,  office,  or  rank.  The 
Jerseys  stood  in  the  sunshine  of  the  court ;  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Bates,  then  editor  of  the  "  Herald,"  and  her 
bitterest  enemy,  was  created  a  baronet,  and  pro- 
moted high  in  the  church !  Such  was  the  fortune  of 
her  accusers;  but  how  different  was  that  of  her 
supporters ! 

In  June,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sub* 
mitted  his  plan  of  finance.  It  proved  that  the  re- 
venue was  reduced  eighteen  millions,  to  meet  which, 
extra  loans  were  proposed  to  be  raised  and  new  taxes 
enforced.  In  doing  this,  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  the  address  to  the  regent,  said, 
44  In  adopting  this  course,  his  majesty's  faithful 
Commons  do  not  conceal  from  themselves  that  they, 
are  calling  upon  the  nation  for  a  great  exertion;  but, 
well  knowing  that  honour,  character,  and  independ- 
ence have  at  all  times  been  the  first  and  dearest 
objects  of  the  hearts  of  Englishmen,  we  feel  assured 
that  there  is  no  difficulty  that  the  country  would  not 
encounter,  and  no  pressure  to  which  it  would  not 
cheerfully  submit,  to  enable  us  to  maintain  pure  and 
unimpaired  that  which  has  never  yet  been  shaken  or 
sullied,— our  public  credit,  and  our  national  good 
faith."  Now  let  us  ask  the  reason  why  an  extra 
immense  burden  of  taxation  was  to  be  levied  upon 
the  people.  The  queen  was  acknowledged  to  be 
dead,  and  certainly  could  not  be  chargeable  to  the 
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nation  by  her  personal  expenditure  or  allowance. 
The  king  was  also  dead,  though  his  income  was  re* 
ceived  as  usual!  as  well  as  the  Duke  of  York's  ten 
thousand  pounds  for  attending  him  I!!  Royal  and 
ministerial  extravagance  likewise  caused  the  useless 
outlay  of  twenty  thousand,  five  hundred  pounds,  for 
snuff-boxes,  besides  twelve  hundred  guineas  as  pre- 
sents to  three  German  barons.  The  gift  of  an  axe 
or  a  holler  would  have  better  accorded  with  the 
financial  state  of  the  empire ! 

The  prince  regent  closed  the  session  in  person  on 
the  13th  of  July ;  and,  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
speech,  adverted  to  the  seditious  spirit  (what  sen- 
sible man  could  feel  surprised  at  it  ?)  which  was  evi- 
dent in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  avowed  a 
firm  determination  to  employ  the  powers  provided 
by  law  for  its  suppression,  instead  of  promising  the 
people  redress  of  grievances ! 

In  Glasgow,  Leeds,  Manchester,  and  Stockport, 
the  meetings  of  the  inhabitants  now  became  very 
numerous,  while  all  means  were  taken  by  the  local 
authorities  to  provoke  general  confusion. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  the  memorable  meeting 
at  Manchester  took  place,  for  the  purpose  of  peti- 
tioning for  a  reform  in  the  representation.  The  as- 
sembly consisted  of  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand persons,  who  conducted  themselves  in  the  most 
peaceable  manner.  The  assembled  multitude,  how- 
ever, were  suddenly  surprised  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Manchester  yeomanry  cavalry  ;  to  which  were  after- 
wards added  a  regiment  of  the  Cheshire  yeomanry. 
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and  a  regiment  of  huzzars, — the  outlets  being  occu- 
pied by  other  military  detachments.  The  unarmed 
thousands  were  now  driven  one  upon  another,  and 
many  were  killed  and  wounded,  while  others  were 
ridden  over  by  the  horses.  The  number  ascertained 
to  have  been  killed  were  eight  men,  two  women,  and 
one  child ;  but  the  wounded  were  about  six  hundred! 
How  well  the.  words  of  a  celebrated  author  apply  to 
this  diabolical  proceeding :  "  A  kingdom  for  a  stage, 
princes  to  act,  and  to  behold  the  grand  effect ;  but 
at  their  heels,  leashed  in  like  hounds,  may  not  sword, 
famine,  fire,  crouch  for  employment  ?"  Numerous 
imprisonments  followed,  and  many  poor  families  were 
consequently  deprived  of  support. 

Historians  are  at  issue  whether  or  not  the  riot  act 
was  read  before  the  scene  of  carnage  commenced, 
as  it  is  unconstitutional  to  send  a  military  force 
to  act  before  so  doing.  We,  however,  confidently 
assert  it  was  not  read  in  the  hearing  of  any  of  the 
populace,  neither  was  it  at  all  likely  that  the  soldiers 
could  have  come  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  upon 
the  multitudes,  unless  by  previous  order  and  arrange* 
merit.  Further  than  this,  an  hour  ought  to  have 
transpired  after  such  reading  before  a  soldier  or  civil 
officer  could  be  authorised  to  interfere  in  dispersing 
the  meeting.  As  a  proof  of  the  corresponding  fea- 
tures of  this  unexampled  and  murderous  business,  a 
letter  was  written  by  the  pious  Lord  Sidmouth,  id 
the  name  qf  the  regenty  to  the  Earl  of  Derby,  pre- 
senting thanks  for  the  vigorous  and  able  conduct  of 
the  magistracy  mid  military  of  Manchester  on  the 
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16th*  Thus  were  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  open- 
hearted  population  of  these  kingdoms  allowed  to  be 
at  the  controul  of  an  impotent  and  heartless  states- 
man ;  for  it  appeared  that  the  regent  was  not  at  hand 
to  have  given  his  assent  to  this  unparalleled  piece  of 
barefaced  audacity.  Lord  Sidmouth  should  have 
been  more  careful  of  dates,  as  the  "  royal  dandy" 
was  at  that  time  taking  a  little  pleasure  near  the  Isle 
of  Wight.  But  the  following  particulars  will  explain 
the  systematic  plan  of  this  cold-blooded  massacre : 

Mr.  H.  N.  Bell,  before  this  period,  was  confidentially 
employed  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in 
the  capacity  of  genealogist,  under  the  immediate 
controul  of  Lord  Sidmouth.  Some  considerable 
period  before  the  melancholy  butchery,  he  was  en- 
gaged to  proceed  to  Manchester,  in  company  with 
two  other  persons,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  in- 
flaming the  public  mind  against  the  ministry.  He 
went,  and  the  result  was  as  his  patron  and  employer, 
Lord  Sidmouth,  desired  it.  Mr.  Bell  and  his  as- 
sociates expressed  to  the  people  of  Manchester,  that 
tbey  need  not  remain  in  their  then  starving  condi- 
tion, if,  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner,  they 
were  to  assemble  on  some  convenient  spot,  and 
unanimously  resolve  to  petition  for  a  reform,  so  much 
needed,  in  the  representation.  These  tools  of  the 
secretary  of  state  told  the  famishing  multitudes,  that 
if  they  pleased  to  enjoy  happiness  and  plenty,  toge- 
ther with  civil  liberty,  they  had  now  an  opportunity 
of  accomplishing  their  most  earnest  wishes.  Under 
their  influence,  clubs  and  unions  were  soon  formed, 
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and  public  notices  were  ultimately  given,  that  a 
general  meeting  would  take  place  on  the  16th  of 
August. 

These  preliminary  arrangements  being  completed, 
the  soldiery  had  instructions  to  be  ready.  The  result 
was  as  before  stated ;  and  Mr.  Bell  and  his  accom- 
plices returned  to  London  as  soon  as  their  object  was 
attained.  The  Duke  of  York  acted  a  prominent 
part  in  this  plot,  from  his  military  facilities;  but  the 
besotted  prince  was  persuaded  to  get  out  of  the  way 
until  the  affair  should  be  concluded. 

Mr.  Bell  proved  very  useful  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary,  and  as  he  had  once  forfeited  his  own  good 
opinion,  by  lending  himself  to  the  diabolical  plot 
just  mentioned,  he  made  no  further  scruple,  but  be- 
came a  passive  engine,  directed  in  his  actions  by  the 
command  of  ministers  and  state  empirics.     Lord 
Sidmouth  was  dissatisfied  with  the  Manchester  busi- 
ness ;  he  had  hoped  that  many  more  might  have  been 
brought  to  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law, 
thereby  affording  an  awful  example  to  deter  others 
from  daring  to  question  the  excellency  of  the  govern- 
ment under  which  they  lived,  and  the  generous  dis- 
position of  the  governors.     We  are  aware  that  some 
people  attributed  this  affair  to  the  magistracy ;  but 
they  would  not  have  dared  to  interfere  in  such  a 
manner  as  they  did,  unless  sanctioned  and  supported 
by  the  higher  powers.     The  cause  of  a  selfish,  cruel, 
and  despotic  ministry,  required  the  assistance  of  cor- 
responding heartless  servants,  and  they  obtained  it. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  however,  threw  out  many  insinua- 
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tions  that  the  Manchester  plot  was  a  very  bold  and 
desperate  undertaking ;  but  the  pious  doctor  "  laid 
the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul  of  its  expediency*9 
believing  some  such  infamous  procedure  needful  to 
rivet  the  iron  sceptre  of  despotism.  How  well  does 
the  repentant  language  of  a  certain  wicked  king 
apply  here ! 

"  My  fault  is  past.     But,  O,  what  form  of  prayer 
Can  serve  my  turn  ?     Forgive  me  my  foul  murder ! — 
That  cannot  be,  since  I  am  still  possess'd 

Of  those  effects  for  which  I  did  the  murder ! 

****** 

In  the  corrupted  currents  of  this  world, 
Offence's  gilded  hand  may  shove  by  justice  j 
And  oft  'tis  seen,  the  wicked  prize  itself 
Buys  out  the  law !" 

This  has  proved  but  too  true,  as  well  in  the  Man- 
chester affair  as  in  many  other  diabolical  state  proceed* 
ings.  The  little  value,  indeed,  which  the  ministers 
of  this  period  entertained  for  human  life  ought 
never  to  be  pardoned.  Property,  if  seized  or  lost, 
may  be  restored ;  or  if  not,  man  may  enjoy  a  thou* 
sand  delightful  pleasures  of  existence  without  riches. 
The  sun  shines  as  warmly  on  the  poor  as  on  the  rich j 
the  gale  of  health  breathes  its  balsam  into  the  cottage 
casement  on  the  heath  no  less  sweetly  and  salu- 
briously than  in  the  portals  of  the  palace.  But  can 
the  lords  of  this  world,  who  think  so  little  of  the 
lives  of  their  inferiors  in  wealth,  with  all  their  boasted 
power,  relume  the  light  of  the  eye  once  dimmed  by 
the  shades  of  death  ?  "  Accursed  despots !"  as  a 
talented  author  well  observes,  "  shew  the  world  your 
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authority  for  taking  away  that  which  ye  never  gave, 
and  cannot  give ;  for  undoing  the  work  of  God,  and 
extinguishing  the  lamp  of  life  which  was  illuminated 
with  a  ray  from  heaven !     Where  is  your  charter 
to  privilege  murder  ?"     All  the  gold  of  Ophir,  all 
the  gems  of  Golconda,  cannot  buy  a  single  life,  nor 
pay  for  its  loss, — it  is  above  all  price.     Yet  when  we 
take  a  view  of  the  proceedings  of  Lord  Sidmouth's 
junto,  we  are  led  to  believe  any  thing  of  more  value 
than  human  life.    Crimes  which  had  very  little  moral 
evil,  if  any,  and  which,  therefore,  could  not  incur  the 
vengeance  of  a  just  and  merciful  God,  were  uncere- 
moniously punished  with  death  by  this  minister.  Men, 
for  instance,  were  liable  to  be  shot  for  meeting  peace* 
ably  together  and  making  speeches,  though  proceed* 
ing  from  the  purest  and  most  virtuous  principles, 
from  the  most  enlarged  benevolence,  from  wisdom 
and  unaffected  patriotism ;  or  for  such  speeches  as 
might  proceed  from  mere  warmth  of  temper,  neither 
intending  nor  accomplishing  any  mischief.    Was  not 
such  the  case  in  that  horrible  affair  which  we  Lave 
just  related?    But  despots  are  ever  frightened  at 
their  own  shadows;  they  tremble  and  become  of- 
fended at  the  least  alarm,  and  nothing  but  the  blood 
of  the  accused  can  expiate  the  offence.     It  is,  how- 
ever, from  such  savage  acts  of  barbarity  that  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty  is  aroused ;  it  is  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  her  jailors  that  she  eventually  makes  a  pro- 
gress irresistible,  and  carries  with  her  fires  destined 
to  consume  the  throne  of  every  despot  that  cannot 
bear  the  light!     Various  motions  have  been  made 
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since  that  accursed  day  to  bring  the  surviving  actors 
in  the  Manchester  tragedy  to  condign  punishment. 
Amongst  the  foremost  in  this  laudable  endeavour 
stands  Mr.  Hunt;  but  his  efforts  have  hitherto 
proved  unavailing.  Although  we  disapprove  of  the 
general  conduct  of  the  member  for  Preston,  the 
meed  of  praise  ought  not  to  be  withheld  from  him 
for  the  admirable  speech  he  delivered,  relative  to 
this  subject,  in  March,  1832,  as  follows  : 

"  Mr.  Hunt  said  the  grossest  misrepresentations  had  been  made 
in  parliament  respecting  that  occurrence  5  and  he  felt  that  it  was  a 
matter  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  there  was  not  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  at  the  time,  some  person  who  had  witnessed  the  transac- 
tion, and  who  could  put  the  House  in  possession  of  the  real  facts. 
There  was  a  hope,  however,  that  the  present  government  would  grant 
an  inquiry  for  which  he  was  about  to  apply,  in  conformity  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petitions  which  he  had  just  presented,  and  with  the 
desire  of  his  constituents.  He  proceeded  to  detail  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  meeting  of  the  Manchester  reformers,  at  which  he 
presided,  took  place.  He  described  the  horrible  scene  which  ensued 
upon  the  dispersion  of  the  meeting  by  an  unprovoked  and  unresisted 
charge  of  the  yeomanry  cavalry.  The  House  would  have  some 
notion  of  the  violence  and  cruelty  of  the  military  from  this  fact, 
that  when  a  number  of  men,  women,  and  children  had  crowded 
into  a  small  court,  from  which  there  was  no  thoroughfare,  one  of 
the  yeomanry  drove  them  out,  whilst  another  struck  at  each  of  them 
with  his  sabre,  as  they  came  out.  The  number  of  persons  lolled  on 
that  day  amounted  to  fifteen,  while  the  maimed  and  wounded  were 
no  fewer  than  four  hundred  and  twenty-four.  It  was  true  that  it  might 
be  said  that  some  of  these  did  not  suffer  from  the  sabres  of  the  yeo- 
manry, but  a  very  large  proportion,  he  would  take  on  himself  to 
say,  were  wounded  in  that  manner ;  and,  at  all  events,  it  was  quite 
certain,  that  no  accident  whatever  would  have  occurred  but  for  the 
outrageous  attack  that  had  been  made  on  the  peaceable  multitude. 
Nor  was  it  men  alone  that  suffered.  Women  were  cut  down  also. 
And  were  these  men  to  be  called  soldiers  ?  Was  this  their  wav  of 
showing  their  high  courage  and  their  honour  by  cutting  dowu  htf- 
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Jkuamue  female*?    He  would  ask  any  man  of  humanity  ia  thai 
House,  whether  audi  disgraceful  acta  ought  to  be  passed  by  unnoticed 
mad  unpunished,  merely  because  it  conld  be  said  that  twelve  yean 
had  elapsed  since  the  transaction  had  taken  place  ?    Bat  another  ex- 
cuse that  perhaps  might  be  made  was,  that  the  meeting  was  an  il- 
legal one,     Iii  answer  to  that,  however!  he  would  take  on  himself  to 
say,  that  in  his  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  constituted 
the  meeting,  they  were  as  legally,  aye,  and  as  meritoriously  as- 
sembled, as  that  House  was  assembled  -,  aod  for  aa  useful  a  purpose. 
No  one  was  insulted — no  tumult  took  place — no  symptoms  of  riot 
were  evinced ;  and  yet  was  it  for  a  moment  to  be  said,  that  in  such 
a  country  as  this,  were  there  was  a  continual  boast  of  the  omnipo- 
tcmee  of  justice,  such  things  were  to  be  passed  over  without  notice 
and  without  censure?    He  could  assure  the  House,  that  if  this  in- 
quiry waa  not  granted,  there  would  be  thousands  of  hearts  rankling 
dissatisfied  and  discontented,  and  which  could  never  be  set  at  ease 
till  justice  was  awarded.    The  petitioners,  in  whose  name  he  was 
speaking,  recollected  that  Earl  Grey,  and  many  of  his  colleagues, 
expressed,  at  the  time  of  this  outrage,  a  desire  for  an  investigation 
into  the  matter.    And  how  was  that  inquiry  then  resisted  ?    first, 
by  the  production  of  official  documents,  emanating  from  the  guilty 
party  themselves ;  aod  next,  by  allusion  to  the  trial  at  York  j  and 
the  cry  that  the  courts  of  justice  were  open  to  those  who  had  any 
complaint  to  make.    But  the  courts  of  justice  were  not  open ;  far 
the  relations  of  those  that  were  killed  had  gone  to  those  courts  of 
justice,  and  even   there  all  retribution  had  been  denied  them  m 
the  moat  cruel  and  mdiferent  manner!    Nor  was  this  all.    All  sorts 
of  calumnious  statements  were  allowed  to  be  made  in  the  House  of 
Commonaas  to  the  conduct  of  the  mob,  by  paid  spies  of  the  govern* 
aieut.   The  general  presumption  was,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Manchester  meeting,  had  it  not  been  interrupted,  to  pass  resolution* 
similar  to  those  passed  at  Ssaithfield,  declaratory  that  without  a  reform 
hi  parliament,  taxes  ought  not  to  be  paid;  and  he  believed  that  that 
presumption  was  the  main  reason  why  he  had  been  found  guilty. 
Bat  now,  what  an  alteration  had  taken  place !     It  waa  only  the  other 
day  that  150,000  persons  had  met  at  Birmingham,  and  actually  made 
a  declaration  to  the  same  effect;  and  yet  they  were  not  cut  down— 
tbe  yeomanry  had  not  been  called  out  to  act  against  them.    This 
notion  for  a  select  committee  had,  in  a  manner,  become  absolutely 
necessary ;  for  when  he  had  moved  for  the  correspondence  that  had 
fcien  place  between  Lord  Sidmooth  (then  the  secretary  of  state) 
md  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county,  that  correspondence  had  been 
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refused ;  and,  therefore,  he  had  no  ether  course-  to'  pursue  than  to 
ask  for  a  committee  for  general  inquiry  into  the  whole  question. 
Some-  part  of  Lord  Sidmoutb's  correspondence,  however,  wae  be- 
fore the  public ;  for  he  had  in  his  hand  that  letter  of  his  lordship's 
ill  which  he,  in  the  name  of  the  prince  regent,  thanked  the  magm- 
fracy  for  the  way  in  which  they  had  acted — yes,  actually  thanked 
them  for  having  directed  the  execution  of  these  COLD-BLOODED 
MURDERS,— by  which  name  he  must  call  those  deeds,  and  by 
which  name  they  were  ever  designated  in  that  part  of  the  country 
where  they  had  been  committed.  The  consequence  of  this  letter 
was,  that  the  parties,  so  far  from  shrinking  abashed  as  they  ought, 
actually  gloried  in  the  share  they  had  taken  in  the  transaction;  and, 
in  particular,  he  might  mention  that  an  Irishman  of  the  name  el 
M&gher,  who  was  the  trumpeter  on  that  occasion,  had  boasted,  whan 
lie  returned  to  Ireland,  that  he  had  in  one  day  spilled  more  Saxev  blood 
than  had  ever  been  spilled  by  any  one  of  his  countrymen  before !  The 
real  truth  of  the  matter  was,  in  spite  of  the  false  colouring  that  ia- 
terested  parties  had  endeavoured  to  put  on  it,  that  the  meeting  at 
Manchester  was  uekher  more  nor  less  than  a  reform  meeting,  that 
every  thing  was  going  o»  peaceably,  that  not  even  so  much  at  a 
pane  of  glass  was  broken,  and  though  the  government  took  the 
trouble  to  send  Messrs.  Oliver  and  Castles  among  the  people  to 
corrupt  them,  they  were  not  able  to  succeed  in  their  virtuous  endea- 
vours. As  to  his  own  personal  feeling  on  the  subject,  he  wae  quite 
willing  to  remember  that  twelve  years  had  elapsed,  and  in  that  recol- 
lection to  drown  the  memory  of  all  he  had  himself  suffered  in  coo- 
sequence  of  the  transactions  of  that  day.  It  was  enough  far  aha, 
when  he  recollected  the  object  of  that  meeting,  to  see  the  noble  lord 
introduce  such  a  measure  of  reform  as  he  had  never  expected  to  see 
any  government  in  tliie  country  introduce ;  and  which,  though  it 
did  net  go  the  length  that  he  could  have  desired,  fully  admitted  the 
allegation,  that  the  present  House  of  Commons  was  not  chosen  by 
the  people, — the  allegation  o»  which  he  had  all  along  built  his  owa 
proposition  of  reform.  This,  be  repeated,  was  quite  eaoagh  to  wipe 
away  any  personal  resentment  that  he  might  ever  have  fait*  But  if 
riot*— if  he  still  were  vindictive-~what  revenge  might  be  not  find  ia 
the  events  that  had  since  taken  place !  Who  was  the  prime  mioistrr 
of  that  day  ?  The  Earl  of  Liverpool !  And  where  was  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool?  Who  were  the  principal  officers  of  state  of  that  day? 
Lord  8idmo«th,  Mr.  Canning,  and  Lord  Cestlereagh !  Of  these, 
Lord  Skfcnoath  alone  remained ;  and  where  was  Mr.  Canning }  "Whom 
Lord  Cast  lereagh,  and  haw  dki  be  go  out  of  the  world  ?    A  remark* 
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able  fecC  it  was,  that  two  years:  afterwards,  oo  the  very  anniversary 
of  that  fatal  16th  of  August,  while  he  was  lying  in  prison,  the  very 
first  letter  that  he  opened  detailed  to  him  the  end  of  that  minister* 
Who  was  the  reigning   prince  of  that  day? — George  the  Fourth— - 
where  was  he  ?    They  had  all  gone  to  answer  for  their  deeds  at  a 
tribunal  where  no  jury  could  be  packed,  where  no  evidence  could  be 
stifled,  and  where  unerring  justice  would  be  meted  out  to  thein  ! 
To  carry  this  further,  if  it  needed  it,  he  might  mention  that  two  of 
those  very  yeomanry  committed  suicide  on  the  very  anniversary  of 
the  16th  of  August,  and  many  were  now  to  be  seen  walking  about 
the  streets  of  Manchester,  objects  of  a  horrid  pity.     He  would  not 
say  that  all  this  was  a  just  judgment  on  these  participators  in  the 
mtrder*  of  Manchester :  bat  one  might  almost  fancy,  that  though  a 
House  ef  Commons  could  not  be  found  to  deal  out  impartial  justice, 
there  was  still  a  wise  Providence  over  all,  which,  by  its  interference, 
had  taken  care  not  to  let  the  guilty  escape ;  and,  as  a  climax  to  the 
whole,  he  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  noble  lord  who  yet 
lived  shoold  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  justice  for  having  sent  Castles, 
and  Edwards,  and  Oliver,  as  spies,  for  the  purpose  of  instigating  the 
peaceful  people  to  revolt.     Nor  was  this  all.     Other  retribution  had 
taken  place ;  the  government  of  that  day  and  its  friends  had  not  only 
countenanced  this  destruction  of  the  people  for  the  sake  of  shewing 
their  enmity  to  reform,  but  had  actually  undertaken  a  continental 
war  with  the  same  objects  in  view  ;  and  yet  now  those  very  persons 
«xw  a  reform  taking  place  in  spite  of  themselves,  and  had  even  been 
condemned  unsuccessfully  to  battle  its  progress  night  after  night  in 
that  House.     He  would  say  this  too,  that  if  this  committee  of  irf- 
airiry  shoold  be  refused,  and  if  he  should  live  a  few  years  longer,  he 
did  not  doubt  that  he  should  see  the  day  arrive  when  a  much  heavier 
retaliation,  in  auother  way,  would  take  place.     He  himself  desired 
so  such  thing ;  but  was  it  in  the  character  of  human  nature  that  per- 
ms who  had  been  so  deeply  injured  should  sit  down  quiet  aud 
satisfied,  when  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  redress  was  denied  them  ? 
Bat  he  trusted  that  the  government  would  not  refuse  this  motion  for 
inquiry;  should,  however,  such  a  refusal  be  given,  he  should  feel  it 
to  be  sis  duty  to  bring  the  question  again  and  again  before  the 
ewmtry,  as  often  as  the  forms  of  the  House  would  allow.    In  making 
his  proposition  to  the  House,  he  had  not  provided  himself  with  a 
seconder;  but  after  what  had  taken  place,  he  woold  call  on  the  nobis 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  second  the  motion.    The  noble  lord 
had,  twelve  years  ago,  pretty  freely  expressed  his  opinion  as  to  the 
transaction ;  and,   he  presumed,  that  that   opinion  had  not  been 
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altered  by  the  lapse  of  time.  The  laws  of  England  and  of  erery 
country  had  always  been  unanimous  in  expressing  their  abhorrence 
of  the  crime  of  murder  j  and  it  was  because  he  charged  those  parties 
with  being  guilty  of  a  deliberate  and  cold-blooded  murder  that  he 
demanded  an  inquiry,  in  the  name  of  justice  and  retribution/' 


We  offer  no  apology  for  introducing  this  eloquent 
and  manly  appeal  in  behalf  of  long-delayed  justice. 
The  popularity  or  unpopularity  of  Mr.  Hunt  forms 
no  consideration  in  our  minds ;  nay,  even  if  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  himself  (much  as  we  loathe  his 
character !)  had  been  its  author,  it  should  still  have 
found  a  place  in  our  volume.  How  the  ministers 
could  reconcile  it  with  their  duty,  both  to  God  and 
man,  to  refuse  the  inquiry,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  deter- 
mine, particularly  as  each  of  them  formerly  expressed 
a  desire  for  it !  It  is  really  astonishing  with  what 
different  eyes  men  see  things  when  in  office  and 
when  toiling  to  get  in  ! 

In  the  October  of  this  year,  the  Princess  of  Wales 
removed  to  Marseilles,  weary  of  the  attempts  to  tra- 
duce and  insult  her  character  by  hirelings  from  the 
English  court  A  friend  of  our*s  had  the  pleasure 
of  enjoying  her  royal  highness'  confidence  at  this 
period,  and,  after  her  removal  to  Marseilles,  the 
persecuted  Caroline  made  the  following  observations: 
"  What  could  I  do,  when  I  found  such  base  attempts 
made  to  destroy  my  reputation  by  the  most  disrepu- 
table characters  ?  I  left  Milan,  and  I  have  carefully 
preserved  a  journal  of  each  day's  history,  which,  upon 
perusal,  will  do  much  more  than  merely  satisfy  the 
nation,  to  which  my  heart  so  fondly  clings/*    "  I 


wished/*  added  the  princess,  "  very  ardently  to  have 
gone  to  England  in  the  early  part  of  this  year,  and 
I  had  resolved  to  do  so ;  but  my  legal  advisers  pre- 
vented  me,  expressing  their  opinion  that  they  should 
see  me  first."    It  is  a  fact  that  the  interview  with 
Mr.   Brougham,  so  much  desired  in  April,    1810, 
was  not  granted  until  a  later  period  in  1820 !    Might 
not  an  earlier  arrangement  than  this  very  probably 
have  put  the  enemy  to  flight  ?    The  princess  was  not 
ignorant  of  the  demise  of  the  king,  as  we  have  be- 
fore stated ;  and  the  source  from  which  her  royal 
highness  received  that  information  was  too  worthy  of 
reliance  to  be  doubted.   Yet,  being  bound  in  honour 
to  conceal  the  information  and  informant,  both  were 
kept  in  profound  silence.   It  was  generally  supposed, 
however,  that  this  event  had  taken  place,  because 
no  man,  afflicted  as  his  majesty  was  said  to  be,  could 
possibly  exist  for  any  lengthened  period.    But  in  the 
then  art  of  governing,  there  were  frequently  many 
circumstances  which  were  highly  necessary  to  be 
concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the  people.    That 
precious  trio,  Sidmouth,  Castlereagh,  and  Canning, 
environed  the  throne,  and  their  dictatorial  will  was 
soon  converted  into  law.    Under  their  auspices,  the 
already  enormous  standing  army  was  still  increased ; 
while,  like  the  tyrannical  son  of  Philip,  when  he 
reprimanded  Aristotle  for  publishing  his  discoveries, 
they  whispered  to  their  myrmidons,  "  Let  us  difibse 
darkness  round  the  land.     Let  the  people  be  kept  in 
a  brutal  state.     Let  their  conduct,  when  assembled, 
be  riotous  and  irrational  as  ignorance  and  our  spies 
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can  make  it,  that  they  may  be  brought  into  discredit* 
and  deemed  unfit  for  the  management  of  their  own 
affairs.  Let  power  be  rendered  dangerous  in  their 
hands,  that  it  may  continue  unmolested  in  our  own. 
Let  them  not  taste  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  know- 
ledge,  lest  they  become  as  wise  as  ourselves !"  Such 
were  the  political  sentiments  of  those  at  the  head  of 
affairs  at  this  period ; — how  successfully  they  acted 
upon  them  is  too  well  known. 

The  session  opened  in  November,  and  never  did 
ministers  commit  themselves  more  than  by  the  speech 
then  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  regent.  It  con- 
tained little  else  than  vindictive  sentiments,  breath- 
ing vengeance  on  all  who  dared  oppose  the  "powers 
that  be,"  but  seemed  utterly  forgetful  of  this  good 
advice,  "  It  is  the  sovereign's  duty  to  ewe  with 
mercy's  oil  the  sufferer's  heart/' 

The  infamous  and  notorious  "  Six  Acts  "  were  in- 
troduced this  session  by  "  the  Oppressors,"  the 
principal  object  of  which  was  to  impose  further  re- 
strictions on  the  freedom  of  the  press.  This  plan 
was  considered  likely  to  be  the  most  successful,  as 
well  as  the  most  insidious,  mode  of  abolishing  the 
few  liberties  remaining  to  Englishmen.  Ministers 
thus  thought  to  leave  the  form  of  our  dearest  safe- 
guard untouched,  and  so  gradually  annihilate  its 
essence.  The  voracious  worm  eats  out  the  kernel 
completely,  while  the  husk  continues  fair  to  the  eye, 
and  apparently  entire.  The  husbandman  would 
crush  the  insect,  if  it  commenced  the  attack  on  the 
external  tegument;  but  it  carries  on  the  work  of  tie- 
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atracttm  tfkh  effic*ey  and  **fety*  while  it  corfo^ea, 
lie  unseen  frait,  atd  spires  the  outside  shell.  Atr 
this  despotic  period,  the  press  was  erected  as  & 
battery  by  the  people  to  defend  the  almost  van- 
{pished  citadel  of  their  liberty ;  but,  by  these  aqts, 
Castlereagh,  instead  of  attacking  this  citadel,  opened 
the  dams,  locks,  and  flood-gates,  so  that  the  waters 
might  secretly  undermine  its  foundation,  when  be 
hoped  to  *ete  it  fall  ingloriously  into  the  hands  of  its, 
ensfmes.  While  these  base  deeds  were  being  ac- 
complished, no  thoughts  were  bestowed  upon  the, 
people's  wretchedness,  which  stood  in  dread  arwy 
against  ministerial  imbecility.  Indeed,  the  servile, 
papers  in  the  pay  of  government  not  only  stoutly 
denied  that  such  distress  existed,  but  made  the 
grossest  attempts  to  impose  on  the  public  credulity. 
Let  any  one  read  such  papers  of  the  period  we  are 
speaking,  if  the  employment  be  not  too  nauseous, 
and  they  will  there  see  kuqwn  facts,  if  they  mili- 
tated against  the  credit  of  the  voluptuous  regent,  or 
his  government,  either  doubted  or  benjsd  ;  uncer- 
tain victories  extolled  beyond  all  resemblance  to 
truth ;  and  defeats,  in  the  highest  degree  disgraceful 
and  injurious,  artfully  extenuated-  Notwithstanding 
all  this  effrontery  and  falsehood,  the  "  Six  Acts ", 
were  still  thought  tteoessfury  to  gpg  that  which .  corT 
ruptioo  and  bribery  could  not  render  quite  inefficient 
in  the  cause  of  truth.  While  contemplating  such 
seta  of  tyranny,  we  are  led  to  exclaim  with  Cato, 
when  seeking  out  the  little  barren  spot  of  Utica, 
"  Wherever  there  id  a  regard  for  liberty,  justice, 


and  humanity,  there  will  we  gladly  take  up  our 
abode;  for  there  we  shall  find  a  country  and  a 
home !" 

The  extraordinary  events  that  occurred  in  the  year 
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are  so  closely  interwoven  with  the  weal  and  wo  of 
the  British  people,  that  it  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  serious  periods  in  English  history. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  the  Duke  of  Kent  be- 
came indisposed  with  a  severe  cold.  On  the  17th  of 
the  same  month,  it  was  reported,  "  that  his  royal 
highness9  illness  had  assumed  most  alarming  symp- 
toms }"  and  Sir  David  Dundas  went  off  expressly  to 
Sidmouth  to  attend  his  royal  highness.  The  duke's 
disorder  increased,  and  at  half-past  one,  p.  m.,  Jan- 
uary £3rd,  this  prince  was  deprived  of  his  mortal 
existence,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age.  But  a 
few  days  before,  his  royal  highness  was  in  good 
health,  and  in  the  prime  of  life !  The  public  will 
one  day  be  made  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of 
the  real  cause  of  his  death.  At  present,  we  shall 
only  observe,  that  his  royal  highness  was  too  virtuous 
to  be  allowed  to  live  long  in  a  vicious  court ! 

The  public  journals  dwelt  with  much  force  upon 
the  kind  attentions  and  tender  offices  performed  by 
the  duchess,  which,  if  true,  were  only  what  every 
good  wife  ought  to  have  done.  Who  can  be  nearer 
to  a  wife  than  her  husband  ?  and  what  lady  of  feeling 
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and  integrity  would  not  blush  to  be  negligent  in  the 
best  services  and  the  most  unwearied  attentions  to 
the  ordained  partner  of  her  life?  Royalty,  however, 
has  so  many  and  such  peculiar  privileges,  that  what 
is  considered  wanderous  grace  with  them  is  merely 
thought  common  decency  in  the  vulgar  part  of  Adam's 
offspring. 

About  this  time,  the  king's  health  was  stated  to 
be  "  very  much  on  the  decline,"  (hypocrisy!)  and 
the  journals  announced  "  that  George  the  Third  ex- 
pired without  a  struggle,  on  the  29th  of  January,  in 
the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age,  and  the  sixtieth  of 
his  reign."    But  we  have  the  gratification  of  setting 
history  right  in  this  particular.   Of  course,  the  letters 
and  notices  of  this  intelligence  were  immediately  for* 
warded  by  the  appointed  messengers  to  the  several 
foreign  courts.    It  would  be  unnecessary  for  us  here 
to  offer  any  remark  upon  the  character  of  George 
the  Third,  as  we  have  previously  noticed  the  origin 
of  that  unhappy  disease  which  so  lamentably  afflicted 
him  during  the  latter  years  of  his  truly  unfortunate 
life.     His  majesty  bequeathed  a  sum  of  money  to 
each  of  his  sons $  but  George  the  Fourth  thought 
proper  to  withhold  the  Duke  of  Sussex's  portion. 
This  unjust  act  was  the  primary  cause  of  the  quarrel 
between  these  royal  brothers,  which  lasted  till  the 
death  of  George  the  Fourth.    But,  as  "  kings  can 
do  no  wrong,"  little  was  thought  of  his  majesty's 
dishonesty.     Monarchs  are  aware  of  their  privileges, 
and  have,  therefore,  in  many  instances,  not  scrupled 
to  commit  the  most  heinous  crimes.    His  late  ma- 
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jetty  was .  ode  of  this  kind,  and  yet  he  was  caled 
"  His  most  gracious,  religious,  and  benevolent  ma- 
jesty !"    What  a  profanation  of  terms  were  these  ! 

As  a  necessary  preliminary  to  a  new  reign,  George 
the  Fourth  was  proclaimed  in  London  on  the  31st  of 
the  same  month* 

In  February,  a  pretended  mysterious  political  plot 
was  publicly  adverted  to,  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Cato-street  Conspiracy/'  It  was  said  that  informa- 
tion having  been  received  at  Bow-street,  that  a  meet- 
ing of  armed  persons  was  to  be  held  at  a  house  in 
'Cato-street,  Mary-la-bonne,  and,  as  the  magistrates 
feared  something  serious  would  be  the  result,  they 
forwarded  a  formidable  body  of  their  officers  to  the 
place.  On  the  arrival  of  these  persons,  they  found 
the  number  of  men  amounted  to  thirty,  armed  with 
guns,  swords,  daggers,  and  other  weapons,  and  ap- 
peared ready  to  leave  the  place,  which  was  a  hay 
loft  at  the  top  of  the  house.  The  officers  demanded 
an  entrance,  which  was  refused.  Captain  Fitzclarence 
then  arrived,  with  a  party  of  the  guards,  and  a  scene 
of  much  violence  ensued.  Some  of  the  party  were 
taken  to  Bow-street,  which  was  lined  with  soldiers. 
The  result  proved  serious  to  a  police  officer,  named 
Smythers,  who  was  stabbed  in  the  affray,  which  pro- 
duced his  death;  and  it  was  sworn,  that  Arthur 
Thistlewood  inflicted  the  wound. 

This  heart-rending  tragedy  was  generally  thought 
to  have  been  produced  by  government  spies  ;  indeed, 
several  newspapers  stated  as  much  at  the  time.  We, 
however,  know  such  to  have  been  the  case,  and 
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that  the  character*  of  "  blood-hounds  "  were  but  too 
well  performed*  Our  bosoms  swell  with  indignation 
at  the  recollection  of  such  monstrous  plots  against  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  our  countrymen,  and  we  regret 
that  the  plotters  did  not  fall  into  their  own  snares. 

On  the  morning  after  this  lamentable  occurrence,  a 
"  Gazette  Extraordinary'9  was  issued,  signed  "  Sid- 
mouth,9'  offering  one  thousand  pounds  for  th$ 
detection  of  Arthur  Thistle  wood,  who  stood  charged 
with  the  crime  of  high  treason.  The  reward  had 
the  desired  effect,  as  he  was  soon  apprehended. 
Three  of  his  companions  were  afterwards  taken,  am) 
five  martyrs,  in  all,  suffered  as  traitors  on,  the  1st 
of  May. 

Let  us  not,  in  common  with  hirelings,  talk  of  the 
"  wisdom  of  ministers,"  and  the  "  bravery  of  the 
guards,"  combined  with  the  several  loathsome  exe- 
crations on  artificers  and  agriculturists;  but  let  us 
inquire,  is  there  no  resemblance  to  be  observed  be* 
tween  this  conspiracy  and  the  Manchester  massacre  ? 
The  intelligent  reader  will  not  find  the  similarity 
difficult  to  trace. 

The  queen's  return  to  England  being  now  exr 
pected,  Mr.  Canning  resigned  his  place  in  the  cabinet 
as  president  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  and  retired 
to  the  Continent.  One  of  his  biographers  says,  "  His 
conduct  on  this  occasion,  according  to  universal  con- 
sent, was  marked  by  the  most  perfect  correctness 
and  delicacy  of  feeling."  Perhaps  it  might  be  so 
considered  by  some  people ;  but  to  us  it  does  appear 
that  a  man  of  sound  public  principles,  of  high  and 
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honourable  private  feelings,  had  no  middle  course  to 
take  at  this  juncture.  Either  the  Queen  of  England 
was  guilty,  or  she  was  the  most  persecuted  and 
aggrieved  op  women.  Will  any  one  say  that,  in 
the  first  instance,  it  was  the  duty  of  a  minister  of 
high  station  to  desert  the  painful,  but  responsible, 
situation  in  which  he  stood,  from  any  feeling  of 
esteem  or  attachment  to  an  individual  so  unworthy  ? 
In  the  other  case,  if  Queen  Caroline,  as  almost  every 
body  believed,  and  as  Mr.  Brougham  solemnly  \swore 
he  believed,  was  innocent,  was  there  any  circum- 
stance or  consideration  upon  earth, — the  wreck  of 
ambition,  the  loss  of  fortune,  or  the  fear  of  even 
death  itself,— which  should  have  induced  an  English 
gentleman,  a  man  of  honour,  a  man  who  had  the 
feelings  of  a  man,  to  leave  a  female,  whom  he 
called  "  friend,"  beneath  the  weight  of  so  awful 
an  oppression  ?  To  us,  we  must  confess,  Mr.  Can- 
ring's  conduct  on  this  occasion  appears  one  of  the 
greatest  blots  we  are  acquainted  with  upon  his  public 
and  private  character,  the  almost  unequivocal  proof 
of  a  mind  unused  to  the  habit  of  taking  sound  and 
elevated  views  of  the  human  action.  Mr.  Canning 
had,  during  a  long  career, — a  career  continued 
through  nearly  thirty  years, — been  the  forward  and 
unflinching  opponent  of  popular  principles  and  con- 
cessions. He  had  never  once  shrunk  from  abridg- 
ing the  liberties  of  the  subject;  he  had  never  once 
shown  trepidation  at  any  extraordinary  powers  de- 
manded by  the  crown.  With  his  arms  folded,  and 
his  looks  erect,  he  had  sanctioned,  without  scruple. 
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the  severest  laws  against  the  press;  he  had  advocated 
the  arbitrary  imprisonment  of  the  free  citizen ;  he 
had  eulogized  the  forcible  repression  of  public  meet- 
ings ;  and  he  had  constantly  declared  himself  the 
determined  enemy  of  parliamentary  reform.  The 
only  subject  on  which  he  professed  liberal  opinions 
(the  Catholic  question)  was  precisely  that  subject  to 
which  the  great  bulk  of  the  community  was  indis- 
posed. Such  had  been  the  career,  such  was  the  cha- 
racter, of  Mr.  Canning  up  to  the  time  of  his  cowardly 
desertion  of  the  injured  Caroline,  Queen  of  Eng- 
land! 

Her  majesty  was  now  daily  expected  to  land  upon 
our  shores ;  and  powerful  as  was  the  arm  of  tyranny, 
her  arrival  was  much  feared  by  her  husband  and  his 
ministers. 

We  have  before  mentioned  that  the  queen  desired 
several  times,  most  particularly,  to  see  Mr.  Brougham. 
It  is  true  that  various  places  for  meeting  had  been 
appointed ;  but  some  apology  or  other  was  invariably 
made  by  the  learned  gentleman.  Her  majesty  finally 
wrote  that  she  should  be  at  St  Omers  on  a  certain 
day,  on  hsr  way  to  England,  in  the  metropolis 
of  which  she  was  resolved  to  arrive  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Her  majesty  had  previously  appointed  Mr. 
Brougham  her  attorney-general,  desiring  he  would 
choose  a  solicitor  to  act  with  him,  and  he  named 
Mr.  Denman.  One  excuse  for  not  attending  to  his 
appointment  with  the  queen,  Mr.  Brougham  as- 
cribed to  his  electioneering  business  in  Westmore- 
land; and  another  was,  Mrs.  Brougham's  being  in  a 
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situation  too  delicate  for  him  to  leave  her.  Such  ex* 
cuses  ought  not  to  have  prevented  Mr.  Brougham's 
giving  hi*  attention  to  the  important  business  of  the 
queen ;  indeedr  he  was  once  within  four  leagues  of 
her  majesty's  abode,  with  a  certain  letter  in 
fhis  pocket  from  the  highest  authorities;  but  Mr. 
Brougham  did  not  venture  to  lay  it  before  the  queen, 
nor  did  he  seek  for  an  interview.  The  commission 
thus  entrusted  to  this  learned  gentleman  was  the 
same  which  Lord  Hutchinson  undertook  some  time 
afterwards. 

The  queen  felt  very  indignant  at  Mr.  Brougham's 
so  repeatedly  declining  his  engagements,  and  wrote  to 
Lord  Liverpool  to  request  his  lordship  would  send  a 
frigate  to  convey  her  to  England.  Fearing,  however, 
that  this  might  be  against  the  state  projects  then  in 
contemplation,  the  queen,  by  the  same  post,  wrote 
to  her  former  friend  and  lady  in  waiting,  Lady  Anne 
Hamilton,  to  repair  to  her  immediately  at  St  Omers, 
and  attend  her  in  her  former  capacity ;  and  also,  to 
Alderman  Wood,  that  if  Lord  Liverpool  refused  or 
tfefeyed  to  send  a  frigate,  the  Alderman  would  hire 
a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  her  to  this 
country  immediately. 

Little  time  was  lost  in  obeying  these  commands  of 
the  Queen  of  England.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr. 
Brougham  wrote  to  her  majesty,  requesting  leave  to 
meet  her  at  Calais  ;  to  which  the  queen  replied,  she 
should  choose  to  see  him  at  the  inn  at  St  Omers. 
Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  her  majesty's  lady  in 
watting  and  the  alderman,  Mr.  Brougham  was  an- 
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coropanied  by  Lord  Hutchinson,  (now  Lord  Do 
noughmore)  the  king's  particulab  rosim,  who  was 
the  bearer  of  a  message  to  her  majesty  from  the  king, 
and  asked  leave  when  he  might  have  the  honour  of 
introducing  him  to  her  majesty.  "  No,  no,  Mr. 
Brougham,  (said  the  queen)  no  conversations  for 
me;  he  must  put  it  in  writing,  if  you  please;  we  am 
st  wan*  at  present"  "  But,  madam,  it  is  impossible 
that  so  many  scraps  of  different  conversations  can  be 
property  arranged."  "  Then,  I  don't  see  Lord 
Hutchinson,"  said  the  queen.  "  Madam,  if  you  in- 
sist upon  it,  it  shall  be  done ;  and  when  will  your 
majesty  be  pleased  to  receive  it?"  "  To-morrow 
morning  you  may  bring  it  me ;  and  so  good  evening 
to  you,  as  I  suppose  you  are  fatigued  with  your 
journey." 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Brougham  arrived  With 
Lord  Hutchinson's  letter,  which  the  queen  opened 
and  read  in  Mr.  Brougham's  presence ;  in  the  con- 
clusion of  that  letter,  her  majesty  was  earnestly  en- 
treated to  wait  the  return  of  a  courier  from  Paris. 
M  Paris  !  Paris  !"  said  the  queen,  "  what  have  I  to 
do  with  Paris  ?"  Mr.  Brougham,  in  mack  carf/vAan, 
said,  "  Your  majesty  must  have  mistaken  ;  it  must 
mean.  Calais ;  my  friend  is  too  hononraMe  to  mean 
any  thing  of  that  kind,  or  to  do  any  thing  wrong," 
"No,  no,  Mr.  Brougham;  Pbris,  Paris!  Look 
there!"  pointing  the  sentence  out  to  him.  Then 
added  the  queen*  "  You  will  come  and  dine  with  ma 
to-day."     "  May  not  I  bring  Lord  Hutchinson  with 


me,  pleas*  your  majesty  ?"  "  Certainly  not91  "  But 
I  hope  you  will  see  Lord  Hutchinson  ?"  "  Yes ;  let 
him  come  directly."  The  queen  then  assembled  her 
whole  household,  and  received  his  lordship  in  the 
midst  of  a  formal  circle f  talked  upon  indifferent  sub- 
jects for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  then  rose,  and, 
gracefully  courtesying,  left  the  room.  Most  of  the 
household  followed;  and  Mr.  Brougham,  with  his 
friend.  Lord  Hutchinson,  did  not  remain  long  behind 
Mr.  Brougham  afterwards  returned;  but  appeared 
exceedingly  disconcerted.  Lady  Hamilton  was  pre- 
sent, and  tried  to  draw  him  into  conversation  upon 
various  subjects ;  but  he  answered,  rather  abruptly, 
*'  You  and  the  alderman  are  leading  the  queen  to 
her  destruction."  The  lady  replied,  that  was  a  mis- 
take ;  she  did  not  interfere  in  political  affairs.  Mr. 
Brougham  begged  pardon,  and  the  subject  was 
ended  by  the  queen  entering  the  room  to  dinner. 
The  dinner  passed  off  very  well ;  her  majesty  ap- 
peared in  good  spirits,  as  did  Mr.  Brougham.  It 
was  the  queen's  general  practice  not  to  sit  long  after 
dinner ;  she,  therefore,  soon  retired  with  her  lady ; 
and  the  gentlemen  adjourned  to  the  drawing-room  to 
await  the  serving  of  coffee.  By  her  majesty's  orders, 
her  maids  were  waiting  with  her  travelling  dress, 
with  the  carriages  all  ready  in  the  court-yard,  in  the 
first  of  which  her  majesty  immediately  seated  herself, 
as  also  Lady  Hamilton  and  Alderman  Wood.  The 
moment  before  her  majesty  drove  out  of  the  yard,  she 
desired  her  maltre  d'bdtel  to  inform  Mr.  Brougham 
44  that  the  queen  would  drink  coffee  with  him  t* 
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Londim"  yet  five  minutes  had  not  elapsed  from 
leaving  the  dinner-table  to  her  driving  out  from  the 
inn,  as  ikst  as  four  post-horses  could  convey  her. 
This  was  the  only  time  her  majesty  was  ever  known 
to  show  fear;  but,  at  the  appearance  of  toy  horse- 
man, she  became  very  much  agitated  from  the  sup- 
position that  she  should  be  detained  in  France, 
under  a  pretence  of  not  having  a  correct  passport, 
the  want  of  horses,  or  some  such  trivial  excuse. 
The  queen  was  aware  that  the  King  of  England  had, 
not  long  before,  placed  Louis  the  Eighteenth  upon 
the  throne  of  France ;  therefore  he  could  not  object 
to  any  proposition  her  husband  thought  proper  to  re* 
quire.     Her  majesty  also  knew  that  a  courier  had 
been  despatched^  Paris,  and  that  that  courier  was 
one  of  Mr.  Brougf tarn's  brothers!    Mr.  Brougham 
himself  actually  joined   with  Lord  Hutchinson   in 
trying  to  persuade  her  majesty  to  remain  in  France 
tall  the  return  of  the  courier.    The  queen's  active 
and  intelligent  mind  saw  every  thing  at  a  glance, 
and  she  acted  with  the  promptitude  of  her  character. 
Alderman  Wood  proposed  that  her  majesty  should 
rest  that  night  at  D'Estaing's  fine  hotel  at  Calais, 
instead  of  sleeping  on  board  a  common  packet,  which 
would  not  sail  till  the  morning.     "  No,  no,"  said  the 
queen,  "  drive  straight  to  the  shore ;"  and  out  she 
got  like  a  girl  of  fifteen,  and  was  in  the  packet  before 
soy  one  else,    "  There,"  said  her  majesty,  "  now  I 
can  breathe  freely — now  I  am  protected  by  English 
laws.*9    The  queen  was  hardly  seated,  when  Alder-: 
man  Wood  presented  her  with  a  note  from  Mr. 
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Brougham,  entreating  her  majesty  to  return,  if  only 
for  the  night,  to  D'Estaing's,  and  promising  that  no 
harm  should  happen  to  her.  "  No,  no,"  replied 
the  queen,  "  I  am  safe  here,  and  I  will  not  trust 
him;"  and  then  threw  a  mattress  in  the  middle  of 
her  cabin,  with  some  blankets,  and  slept  there  all 
night.  In  the  morning,  when  her  majesty  was  about 
to  land  at  Dovor,  she  seemed  a  little  intimidated,  in 
consequence  of  the  dense  multitude  through  which 
she  had  to  pass.  Her  majesty's  fears,  however,  were 
entirely  groundless,  as  she  soon  found  the  hearts  of 
Britons  were  friendly  to  her  cause,  though  they  ex- 
emplified it  rather  roughly ;  for  her  feet  were  never 
permitted  to  touch  the  ground  from  the  time  her 
majesty  left  the  vessel  till  her  arrival  at  the  inn, 
which  she  availed  herself  of  with  feelings  of  the 
most  gratifying  description,  at  the  sympathy  mani- 
fested in  the  cause  of  persecuted  virtue. 

As  soon  as  her  majesty  could  procure  horses,  she 
set  forward  to  Canterbury,  where  she  was  received 
with  similar  acclamations.  The  populace  insisted 
upon  drawing  her  majesty  out  of  the  town,  and  then 
would  not  suffer  the  horses  to  be  put  to  without  her 
personal  entreaties.  Thousands  of  blessings  were 
poured  on  her  head,  without  one  dissenting  voice ; 
and  in  this  manner  did  her  majesty  proceed  all  the 
way  to  London. 

The  queen  took  up  her  abode  at  77,  South  Audley* 
street,  until  another  more  suitable  residence  could 
be  provided  for  her.  The  family  of  Alderman  Wood, 
who  previously  inhabited  this  house,  left  it  imme- 
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diately  after  receiving  intelligence  that  her  majesty 
would  make  a  temporary  use  of  it,  and  they  occu- 
pied apartments  at  Hagdon's  hotel. 

On  the  ensuing  day,  several  of  the  nobility  and 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  called  to  inquire 
after  her  majesty's  health.  On  the  ninth  of  this 
month,  her  majesty  removed  from  South  Audley- 
street  to  32,  Portman-square,  the  residence  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Lady  Anne  Hamilton,  by  whom 
the  queen  was  attended.  Her  ladyship's  servants 
were  continued,  and  her  majesty  was  much  pleased 
with  the  respectful  and  generous  attentions  rendered. 

On  the  16th,  the  queen  received  an  address  from 
the  common  council  of  the  city  of  London,  to  which 
she  returned  an  answer,  so  feelingly  expressed,  as 
to  excite  the  sympathy  and  admiration  of  all  present. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  queen's 
entry  into  London,  a  message  was  delivered  from  the 
king  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  communicating 
certain  reports  and  papers  respecting  the  queen's 
misconduct  while  abroad.  On  the  following  Thurs- 
day, a  committee  was  appointed  in  the  House  of 
Lords ;  but  the  queen  transmitted  a  communication 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  protesting  against  the 
reference  of  her  accusations  to  a  secret  tribunal, 
and  soliciting  an  open  investigation  of  her  conduct. 

Thus  was  commenced  a  prosecution  in  principle 
and  object  every  way  calculated  to  rouse  the  gene- 
rous and  constitutional  feelings  of  the  nation ;  and 
the  effects  were  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of 
all  countries !    Could  a  more  outrageous  insult  pos- 
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sibly  have  been  offered  to  her  dignity,  to  the  honour 
of  her  husband  the  king,  or  to  the  morality  and 
decency  of  the  community  at  large? 

Up  to  this  time,  Prince  Leopold  had  not  tendered 
his  respects  to  her  majesty;  yet  he  was  the  widowed 
husband  of  the  queen's  only  and  dearly-beloved 
daughter !  His  serene  highness  had  been  raised  from 
a  state  of  comparative  poverty  and  obscurity  to  be 
honoured  with  the  hand  of  England's  favourite  prin- 
cess, from  whose  future  reign  was  expected  a  revival 
of  commerce  and  an  addition  of  glory.  Though  this 
prince  was  enjoying  an  annual  income  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds  from  the  country;  though  he 
had  town  and  country  residences,  of  great  extent 
and  magnificent  appearance;  though  he  abounded 
with  horses  and  carriages  ;  yet  not  one  offer  did  he 
make  of  any  of  these  superfluous  matters  to  the  mo- 
ther of  his  departed  wife,  by  whose  means  he  had 
become  possessed  of  them  all !  Gratitude,  however, 
is  generally  esteemed  a  virtue,  and  therefore  a  Ger- 
man prince  could  not  be  supposed  to  know  any  thing 
about  it. 

About  this  period,  her  majesty  received  numerous 
communications,  tending  to  prove  the  infamous  pro- 
ceedings against  her  to  have  been  adopted  without 
reference  to  honour  or  principle,  and  to  warn  her 
from  falling  into  the  snares  of  her  mercenary  and 
vindictive  enemies.  We  lay  before  our.  readers  the 
following,  as  sufficient  to  establish  this  fact. 
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An  officer  of  the  frigate  which  took  her  majesty 
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(when  Princess  of  Wales)  to  the  Continent  averred, 
in  the  presence  of  three  unimpeachable  witnesses, 
that  a  very  few  days  before  her  majesty's  embarka- 
tion, Captain  Kino,  while  sitting  at  breakfast  in 
his  cabin  with  the  surgeon  of  the  frigate,  received  a 
letter  from  a  brother  of  the  prince  regent,  which  he 
read  aloud,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  surgeon,  as 
follows : 

"  Dear  King, 

"  You  are  going  to  be  ordered  to  take  the  Prin- 
"  cess  of  Wales  to  the  Continent  If  you  don't 
"  commit  adultery  with  her,  you  are  a  damned 
M  fool  !  You  have  my  consent  for  it,  and  I  can 
**  assure  you  that  you  have  that  of  my  brother, 

"  THE  REGENT. 

"  Yourt, 

(Signed)        «****♦♦♦ 

"  The  officer  who  made  the  above  statement  and 
declaration  is  a  most  creditable  person,  and  the 
witnesses  are  all  in  this  country." 

"  London,  May  7th>  1820. 
44  Furnished  to  supply  the  queen  with  proof  that 
the  royal  duke  in  question  is  leagued  against  her, 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  king  !" 

"  Private  Document. 
"  Captain   King's  agent  is  Mr.  Still  well,   22, 
Arundel-street,  Strand,  London ;  and  the  surgeon, 
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who  was  present  during  the  period  the  royal  duke's 
letter  was  read,  is  James  Hall.  The  witnesses 
were— Mr.  Fresh  field,  3,  Tokenhouse-yard ;  Mr. 
Holmes,  3,  Lyon's-inn ;  and  Mr.  Stokoe,  2,  Lan- 
caster-court ;  as  also  before  Barry  O'Meara. 

(Signed)        "  Barry  E.  O'Meara." 

On  the  24th  of  June,  a  deputation  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  her  majesty 
with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  House  on  Thurs- 
day, the  22nd.  They  arrived  at  a  quarter  past  one 
o'clock.  Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  S.  Wortley  occu- 
pied the  first  carriage.  At  their  appearance,  strong 
symptoms  of  displeasure  were  indicated.  They  were 
then  introduced  to  the  queen,  Mr,  Brougham  stand- 
ing at  her  majesty's  right  hand,  and  Mr.  Denman  at 
her  left.  They  severally  knelt  and  kissed  her  ma- 
jesty's  hand.  Mr.  Wilberforce  then  read  the  reso- 
lutions, and  her  majesty  replied  to  them.  On  their 
departure,  Mr.  Brougham  accompanied  the  deputa- 
tion to  the  door ;  and,  after  they  had  taken  their 
seats  in  the  carriages,  Mr.  Brougham  returned  to 
shake  hands  with  them,  although  the  multitudes  as* 
sembled  outside  hissed  them  exceedingly. 

Her  majesty's  answer  to  the  before-mentioned  re- 
solutions was  superior  to  the  tricks  of  her  enemies. 
In  it  the  queen  refused  terms  of  conciliation,  unless 
they  accorded  with  her  duty  to  her  own  character, 
to  the  king,  and  to  the  nation !  "  A  sense  of  what 
is  due  to  my  character  and  sex,"  said  the  queen, 
"  forbids  me  to  refer  minutely  to  the  real  cause  of 
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our  domestic  differences!"    Indeed,  her  majesty's 
reply  was  an  appeal  to  those  principles  of  public 
justice,  which  should  be  alike  the  safeguard  of  the 
highest  and  the  humblest  individuals.    Mr.  Wilber- 
force  exposed  himself  to  much  censure  upon  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  the  House ;  and,  as  he  so  unhesi- 
tatingly hinted  at  the  awful  contents  of  the  "  Green 
Bag,"  he  said,   "  by  suppressing  her  own  feelings, 
the  queen  would  endear  herself  to  the  country .w   We 
suppose  Mr.  Wilberforce  meant,  that,  by  suppressing 
her  own  feelings  of  honour,  she  would  gratify  the 
honour  of  the  country ;  and,  by  again  quitting  it, 
demonstrate  her  gratitude  for  its  unshaken  loyalty ; 
but  the  queen  was  firm  in  her  resolve  to  claim  Justice, 
whether  it  was  given  or  withheld. 

In  considering  these  base  endeavours  to  injure  in- 
nocence, in  order  to  raise  the  noble  character  of  a 
voluptuous  prince,  we  cannot  help  remarking  that 
Power  was  the  only  weapon  of  the  vitiated  mo- 
narch, while  Right  and  Justice  formed  the  shield 
of  the  oppressed  Queen  of  England !  Indeed,  every 
man,  glowing  with  the  sincere  love  of  his  country, 
and  actuated  by  that  honourable  affection  for  its  wel- 
fare, which  takes  a  lively  and  zealous  interest  in 
passing  events,  must  have  considered  such  proceed- 
ings against  her  majesty  fraught  with  inevitable  evil. 
If  her  innocence,  according  to  the  prayers  of  millions 
of  her  subjects,  should  be  made  manifest,  the  public 
indignation  would  be  sure  to  be  roused,  and  pro- 
bably prove  resentful.  The  evidence  was  known  to 
be  of  a  description  on  which  no  magistrate  would 
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convict  a  common  pickpocket,  and  therefore  if  the 
legislature  should  even  be  induced  to  consider  her 
majesty  guilty  of  the  charges  preferred  against  her, 
public  opinion  would  certainly  refuse  to  ratify  the 
sentence,  and  turn  with  disgust  from  those  promul- 
gating it.     In  either  case,  those  venerable  tribunals, 
consecrated  by  our  forefathers,  must  lose  that  beau- 
tiful, that  honourable,  that  unbought,  homage  which 
a  free  people  have  ever  been  proud  to  pay  them.  No 
Englishman,  we  say,  accustomed  to  reverence,  with 
a  prejudice  almost  sacred,  the  constitution  of  a  par* 
liament,  majestic  even  in  its  errors  and  infirmities,  could 
contemplate,  without  pain,  the  possibility, — nay,  the 
almost  certainty, — that  the  hour  was  not  far  distant 
when  the  whole  nation  would  look  with  cold  indiffer- 
ence, or  gloomy  distrust,  on  the  acts  of  a  senate, 
their  generous  obedience  to  which  (though  it  had 
been  accompanied  with  suffering,  and  followed  by  pri- 
vation) had  been  "the  admiration  of  the  whole  world." 
On  the  6th  of  July,  Sir  Thomas  Tyrwhitt,  usher 
of  the  black  rod,  waited  upon  her  majesty  with  a 
copy  of  the  "  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  "  against 
her,  presented  the  previous  day  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  which  was  forwarded  by  order  of  their 
lordships.     Her  majesty  went  into  the  room  where 
the  deputation  were  waiting,  and  received  a  copy  of 
this  bill  with  great  calmness.     Upon  an  examination 
of  the  abominable  instrument,    her  majesty  said, 
M  Yes,  the  queen  who  had  a  sufficient  sense  of  honour 
and  goodness  to  refuse  the  base  offer  of  fifty  thou* 
saud  pounds  a-year  of  the  public  money,  to  spend  it 
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when,  where*  hcwf  and  with  wham  she  pleased,  in 
banqueting*,  feastings,  and  excesses,  providing  it 
were  in  a  foreign  country,  and  not  at  home,  has  suffi* 
cient  resolution  to  await  the  result  of  every  in* 
vestigation  power  can  suggest"  Like  another 
Cleopatra,  our  insulted  queen  might  have  played 
"the  wanton"  with  impunity;  her  imperial  bark 
might  have  displayed  its  purple  streamers,  swelled 
with  the  softest  Cyprian  breezes.  It  might  have 
sailed  triumphantly  down  the  Adriatic,  to  meet  some 
highly-favoured  lover !  Yes,  by  desire  of  the  king, 
her  husband,  the  queen  was  requested  to  accept  any 
ierms  beside  those  of  a  legitimate  character.  But 
her  majesty  preserved  her  usual  firmness  and  serenity 
of  mind  during  the  unequalled  proceedings  insti* 
tuted  against  her,  and  frequently  repeated  the  un- 
equivocal expression,  "  Time  will  furnish  sufficient 
proof  of  my  innocence." 

On  the  5th  of  August,  the  queen  took  possession 
of  Brandenburgh  House,  formerly  the  residence  of 
the  Margravine  of  Anspatch,  situated  near  the 
Thames,  and  in  the  parish  of  Hammersmith.  Her 
majesty  left  Lady  Hamilton's  house  at  four  o'clock, 
attended  by  her  ladyship,  and  accompanied  by  Dr. 
Lushington,  in  an  entirely  new  and  elegant  open 
carriage,  drawn  by  four  beautiful  bay  horses.  They 
drove  off  amidst  united  shouts  of  applause  from  the 
assembled  people. 

Will  future  generations  believe  the  historian's  tale, 
that  a  queen, — yes,  a  brave  and  virtuous  Queen  of 
England  too ! — was  refused  a  house  and  a  home  by 


354 

the  sovereign,  her  husband  ?  That  she,  who  was 
lured  from  her  princely  home,  arrived  in  the  centre 
of  England,  and  was  denied  a  resting  place  by  the 
king  and  his  ministers  !  In  consequence  of  which, 
she  was  necessitated  to  take  up  her  abode  in  the 
mansion  of  a  late  lord  mayor  for  the  space  of  three 
days,  and  then  to  accept  the  use  of  the  house  of  her 
lady  in  waiting  for  nearly  two  months ;  while  there 
were  palaces  totally  unoccupied,  and  even  moulder- 
ing into  decay  for  want  of  being  inhabited !  This 
statement  will,  doubtless,  appear  overdrawn  to  future 
generations ;  but  there  are  thousands  now  living  who 
can  testify  to  its  accuracy.  Ministers,  indeed,  en- 
tered into  compact  with  Deception,  and  so  glaringly 
committed  their  sentiments  and  characters,  that,  to 
preserve  their  own  pretended  consistency,  they  would 
have  even  uncrowned  the  king  himself!  A  feverish 
sensation  now  pervaded  the  whole  public  mind,  and 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  the  case  of  the  queen 
was  one  universal  theme  of  conversation. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  her  royal  highness  the 
Duchess  of  York  died.  Up  to  a  very  late  hour  of 
the  day  on  which  this  occurred,  no  official  commu- 
nication had  been  made  to  the  queen ;  but,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  event,  her  majesty  requested  to 
postpone  several  addresses  which  she  had  previously 
appointed  to  receive. 

On  the  7th,  the  queen  sent  a  letter  to  the  king, 
but  it  was  returned  from  Windsor1  unopened,  with  a 
communication  that  "  Such  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
king  cannot  be  received  by  his  majesty,  unless  it 
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passes  through  the  hands  of  his  minister."     Why, 
after  the  refusal  to  receive  this  letter,  should  the 
princess  be  blamed  for  .permitting  its  contents  to  be 
published?    If  the  king  were  under  obligations  of 
such  a  description  as  to  incapacitate  him  from  exer- 
cising his  own  judgment,  and  giving  his  own  opinion, 
was  he  fit  to  administer  the  laws,  or  ought  he  to  have 
sanctioned  the  appeal  of  miscreants  who  sought  their 
own,  and  not  their  country's,  good  ?    Let  us  con- 
sider the  delays  attending  this  letter.     It  was  sent  to 
Windsor,    directed  expressly  for  the  king$   accom- 
panied with  a  note,  written  by  the  queen,  to  Sir  B. 
Bloomfield,  desiring  it  might  be  immediately  deli- 
vered into  the  king's  hand.    Sir  B.  Bloomfield  was 
absent,  and  Sir  W.  Keppell,  as  the  next  in  command, 
received  it,  and  forwarded  the  same  to  Sir  B.  Bloom- 
field, at  Carlton  House,  immediately,  who  returned 
the  letter  on  the  8th  to  her  majesty,  saying,  "  I  have 
received  the  king's  commands  and  general  instruc- 
tions, that  any.  communications  which  may  be  made 
should  pass  through  the  hands  of  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment. "    The  queen  immediately  despatched  a 
letter  to  Lord  Liverpool,  enclosing  the  one  she  had 
addressed  to  the'  king,  by  the  hands  of  a  messenger, 
in  which  her  majesty  desired  the  earl  to  present  it. 
Lord  Liverpool  was  then  at  Coombe  Wood,  and  wrote 
in  reply,  that  he  would  "  lose  no  time  in  laying  it  be- 
fore his  majesty."    Up  to  the  11th,  no  reply  had 
been  received ;  and  the  queen  wrote  to  Lord  Liver- 
pool again,  to  know  if  further  communication  were 
needful.     Lord  Liverpool  replied,  that  he  had  not 
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received  the  king's  commands  upon  the  subject,  and 
therefore  could  not  give  any  positive  answer  relative 
to  it.     How  does  this  strange  and  incomprehensible 
conduct  appear  to  any  unbiassed  Englishman  ?  Was 
the  king,  who  ought  to  be  the  dispenser  of  the  laws, 
to  be  free  from  imputation,  when  he  thus  exposed 
his  unrelenting  temper  and  unbending  determination, 
wherever  his  private  inclinations  were  concerned? 
We  dare  avow,  if  that  letter  could  have  been  an- 
swered, it  would ;  but  its  contents  were  unanswer- 
able !     "  Aye,"  said  the  hireling  Castlereagh,  "  it  is 
no  matter  what  the  conduct  of  the  Princess  of  Wales 
has  been  ;  it  is  the  king's  desire  that  he  may  no  more 
be  obliged  to  recognise  her  in  her  former  character  of 
Princess  of  Wales/*    Oh !  most  sapient  speech  of  a 
most  sapient  lord ;  truly  this  was  a  bold  doctrine  to 
broach,  that  kings  have  a  right  divine  to  subdue,  in- 
jure, oppress,  and  govern  wrong ! 
•    We  pass  by  the  number  of  addresses  presented  to 
her  majesty  at  this  period,  and  also  the  not-to-be- 
mistaken  expression  of  public  opinion  against  the 
projector  of  her  injuries.    Were  they  not  concocted 
by  the  authority  of  the  monarch,  her  husband  ?  Was 
it  not  by  his  divine  decree  that  his  consort's  name 
was  erased  from  the  liturgy  ?   Did  he  not  send  down 
to  parliament  that  message  which   denounced  his 
queen  a  criminal  ?    Yet,  after  all  this,  Lord  Liver- 
pool said,  "  The  king  has  no  personal  feeling  upon 
•the  subject"    Very  true,  his  majesty  could  not  have 
any  personal  feeling  towards  the  queen ;  his  royal 
feelings  had  always  been  confined  to  the  libidinous 
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and  the  most  obnoxious  of  society !  Had  he  been  a 
worthy  and  upright  plaintiff  against  the  most  unfor- 
tunate of  defendants,  would  he  have  scrupled  to 
have  shewn  himself  in  his  regal  chair  upon  the  con* 
tinued  debates  arising  from  this  most  important 
question  ;  and  would  not  a  sense  of  greatness  and 
virtue,  had  he  possessed  either,  after  hearing  the  in- 
famous statements  of  false  witnesses,  have  influenced 
him  to  decline  further  proceedings,  though  his  pride 
might  have  withheld  an  acknowledgment  of  error  ? 
This  line  of  honest  conduct  was  not  followed,  and 
we  are  therefore  obliged  to  brand  him  as  one  of  the 
most  despicable  and  mean  of  the  human  race ! 

During  the  disgraceful  proceedings  against  the 
queen,  such  was  the  public  feeling  in  her  favour, 
that  the  peers  actually  feared  for  their  personal  safety 
in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  House.  This 
threatened  danger  was,  as  might  be  expected,  pro- 
perly guarded  against  by  the  yulilary,  who  poured 
into  London  and  its  environs  in  vast  numbers.  The 
agitated  state  of  the  public  mind  probably  was  never 
more  decidedly  expressed  than  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust, the  day  on  which  the  trial  commenced.  At  a 
very  early  hour  in  the  morning,  workmen  were  em- 
ployed in  forming  double  rows  of  strong  timber  from 
St.  Margaret's  church  to  the  King's  Bench  office  on 
the  one  side,  and  from  the  upper  extremity  of  Abing» 
don-street  on  the  other,  so  as  to  enclose  the  whole 
area  in  front  of  the  House  of  Lords.  This  was  done 
to  form  a  passage  to  the  House,  which  was  devoted 
exclusively  for  the  carriages  of  the  peers,  to  and 
from  the  principal  entrance.     Within  this  extensive 
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area,  a  large  body  of  constables  were  stationed,  under 
the  controul  of  the  high  bailiff  and  high  constable, 
who  were  in  attendance  before  seven  o'clock.  A 
very  strong  body  of  foot-guards  were  also  posted  in 
the  King's  Bench  office,  the  Record  office,  and  in 
the  other  apartments,  near  or  fronting  the  street. 
Westminster  Hall  was  likewise  appropriated  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  military.  All  the  leading 
passages  from  St  Margaret's  church  into  Parliament- 
street  were  closed  securely  by  strong  partitions  of 
timber.  The  police-hulk  and  the  gun-boats  defended 
the  river  side  of  Westminster,  and  the  civil  and  mi- 
litary arrangements  presented  an  effectual  barrier  on 
the  opposite  side.  At  nine  o'clock,  a  troop  of  life- 
guards rode  into  the  palace  yard,  and  formed  in  line 
in  front  of  the  principal  gate  of  Westminster  Hall ; 
they  were  shortly  afterwards  followed  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  foot-guards,  who  were  formed  under  the 
piazzas  of  the  .House  of  Lords,  where  they  piled 
their  arms.  Patrols  of  life-guards  were  then  thrown 
forward,  in  the  direction  of  Abingdon-street,  who 
occasionally  formed  near  the  king's  entrance,  and  at 
intervals  paraded. 

At  half-past  nine,  a  body  of  the  Surrey  horse- 
patrol  rode  over  Westminster-bridge,  and  for  a  short 
time  paraded  Parliament-street,  Whitehall,  and  Cha- 
rwg-cross ;  they  afterwards  drew  up  near  the  barrier 
at  St.  Margaret's  church.  The  peers  began  to  arrive 
shortly  afterwards ;  the  lord  chancellor  was  in  the 
House  btfore  eight  o'clock.  The  other  ministers  were 
equally  early  in  their  attendance. 

At  a  quarter  before  ten,  an  universal  cheering  from 
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a  countless  multitude,  in  the  direction  of  Charing- 
cross,  announced  to  the  anxious  spectators  that  the 
queen  was  approaching.  Her  majesty,  attended  by 
Lady  Anne  Hamilton,  had  come  early  from  Bianden- 
burgh-house  to  the  residence  of  Lady  Francis,  St. 
Junes9  Square,  and  from  thence  they  departed  for 
the  House  of  Lords,  in  a  new  state  carriage,  drawn 
by  six  bay  horses.  As  they  passed  Carlton  Palace, 
the  Admiralty,  and  other  such  places,  the  sentinels 
presented  arms ;  but,  at  the  Treasury,  this  m^rk  of 
honour  was  omitted. 

When  the  queen  arrived  at  the  House,  the  mili- 
tary stationed  in  the  front  immediately  presented 
arms.  Her  majesty  was  received  at  the  door  by  Sir 
T.  Tyrwhitt  and  Mr.  Brougham;  and  the  queen, 
with  her  lady  in  waiting,  proceeded  to  an  apartment 
prepared  for  their  reception.  Shortly  afterwards,  her 
majesty,  accompanied  as  before,  entered  the  House 
by  the  passage  leading  from  the  robing-room,  which 
is  situated  on  the  right  of  the  throne. 

During  this  initiatory  part  of  the  trial,  and  until 
nearly  four  o'clock,  her  majesty  was  attended  by 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  and  his  sister  Lady  Anne, 
who  stood  close  to  the  queen  all  the  time. 

Upon  returning  from  the  House  in  the  same  state 
in  which  her  majesty  arrived,  she  was  greeted  by 
the  most  enthusiastic  acclamations  and  shouts  of 
applause  from  every  class  of  society,  who  were  ap- 
parently desirous  to  outvie  each  other  in  testimonies 
of  homage  to  their  ill-fated  and  insulted  queen. 

Each  succeeding  day  of  the  pretended  trial,  her 


360 

majesty  met  with  a  similar  reception ;  and,  during 
the  whole  period,  addresses  were  lavishly  poured  in 
upon  her,  signed  by  so  many  persons,  and  testify- 
ing such  ardent  regard  and  devotion,  that  every 
moment  of  time  was  necessarily  occupied  with  their 
reception  and  acknowledgment  Thus,  though  the 
queen  was  insulted  by  the  king  and  the  majority  of 
the  peers,  it  must  have  afforded  great  consolation  to 
her  wounded  feelings,  while  witnessing  the  enthu- 
siasm, and  devotion  manifested  in  her  cause  by  all 
the  really  honourable  of  the  community.  We  say 
really  honourable,  because  her  persecutors  were 
either  actuated  by  u  filthy  lucre,*  or  by  a  desire  to 
recommend  themselves,  in  some  way  or  another,  to 
the  favour  of  the  king  and  his  ministers. 

To  justify  these  remarks,  we  here  present  our 
readers  with  a  list  of  those  time-serving  creatures 
who  voted  against  the  queen,  with  the  annual 
amounts  they  were  then  draining  from  the  country : 

The  Duke  of  York,*  with  immense  patronage,  nearly  100,000/. ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  38,500/. ;  but  we  mutt  not  suppose 
her  majesty's  bbothebs  voted  through  interest;  their  virtuous 
tninds  could  not  tolerate  her  iniquities!!! 

•  The  Duke  of  Sussex  excused  himself  from  taking  part  in  the 
proceedings  against  the  queen  oo  the  plea  of  being  so  nearly  related 
to  her  majesty.  When  this  was  stated  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
Duke  of  York  said,  "  My  lords,  I  have  as  much  reason,  and,  keueen 
knows,  I  would  as  anxiously  desire  as  my  royal  relative  to  absent 
myself  from  these  proceedings ;  but  when  I  have  a  dltt  imposed 
upon  me,  of  suck  magnitude  as  the  present,  I  should  be  mshnmri 
to  offer  such  an  excuse!"  It  is  astonishing  how  any  man,  who  had 
outraged  virtue  and  violated  bis  duty  in  a  thonsand  ways,  could, 
unbliishingly,  thus  insult  the  English  nation ! 
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Dos**.— Wellington,  65,741/..  including  the  interest  of  700,000/.. 
which  he  received  to  purchase  estates ;  Northumberland,  posses- 
sing immense  patronage  and  family  interest ;  Newcastle,  19,700/.; 
Rutland,  3,500/. ;  Beaufort,  48,600/. ;  and  Manchester,  16,380/. 

Maaqctsk*. — Conyngham  (!)  3,600/.,  but  the  exact  soon  his  wife 
received,  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  ;  Tbomond,  13,400/. ; 
Headfort,  4,200/.;  Anglesea,  11,000/.;  Northampton,  1,000/.; 
Camden,  4,150/.;  Exeter,  6,900/. ;  Cornwallis,  15,813/.;  Buck- 
ingham, 5,816/.;  Lothian,  4,900/.;  Qoeensberry,  great  family  in- 
terest; and  Winchester,  3,200/. 

Eabls. — Limerick,  2,500/.;  Ross,  governor  of  an  Irish  county; 
Dononghmore,  4,377/.;  Belmore,  1,660/.;  Mayo,  15.200/.; 
Longford,  7,369/.;  Moont  Cashel,  1.000/.;  Kingston,  6,400/.; 
St.  Germains,  brother-in-law  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  who  received 
7,700/.;  Brownlow,  4,400/.;  Whitworth,  6,000/.;  Verulam, 
2J00/.;  Cat  heart,  27,600/.;  Mnlgrave,  11,051/.;  Lonsdale, 
14,352/.;  Orford,  6,700.;  Man  vers,  4,759/. ;  Nelson,  15,025/.; 
Powis,  700/.;  Liverpool,  33,450/.;  Digby,  6,700/.;  Monnt 
Edgecumbe;  400/.;  Strange,  13,988/.;  Abergavenny,  3,072/.; 
Aylesbury,  6.300/.;  Bathorst,  15,423/.;  Chatham,  13,550/.; 
Harconrt,  4,200/.;  Warwick,  6,519/.;  Portsmouth,  non  compos 
mentis;  Macclesfield,  3,000/.;  Ay  lea  ford,  6,450/.;  Coventry, 
700/.;  Abingdon,  2,000/.;  Shaftesbury,  6,421/.;  Cardigan, 
1,282/.;  Bakarras,  46,050/. ;  Winchelsea,  6,000/.;  SUmford, 
4,500/. ;  Bridgewater,  13,700/. ;  Home,  2,800/. ;  and  Hunting- 
don, 200/.  We  most  not  here  omit  Lord  Odon,  whose  vote  would 
have  been  against  her  majesty  if  it  had  been  required ;  his  income 
■mfflintf^  to  50,400/.,  with  immense  patronage. 

Viscovvts.— Exmooth,  10,450/.;  Lake, 7,300/.;  Sidmonth,  17,025/.; 
Melville,  18,776/.;  Cnrzon,  2,400/. ;  Sydney,  11,426/.;  Fal- 
ntoath,  3,578/.;  and  Hereford,  1,200/. 

AacBB»Hors.— Canterbury,  41,800/.;  Tuam,  28,000/.;  both  with 
immense  patronage. 

Bisnors. — Cork,  6,400/.,  besides  patronage;  Llandaff,  1,540/.,  with 
twenty-six  livings  in  his  gift;  Peterborough,  4,140/..  with  an 
archdeaconry,  six  prebends,  and  thirteen  livings  in  his  gift ;  he 
had  also  a  pension  granted  him  by  the  king's  sign  manual,  in 
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1804,  of  614/.— 4,654/. ;  Gloucester,  3,200/.,  twenty-four  livings, 
besides  other  patronage,  in  his  gift;  Chester,  4,700/.,  with  six 
prebends  and  thirty  livings  in  his  gift ;  he  has  also  a  son  in  the 
secret  department  in  India,  2,000/*,  and  another  a  collector  in 
India,  2,500/.,  as  well  as  sons  in  the  church  with  benefices  to  the 
amount  of  2,750/.— 11,950/.;  Ely,  21,340/.,  and  the  patronage 
of  one  hand  red  and  eight  livings  ;  St.  Asaph,  6,000/.,  his  son 
has  two  livings  in  the  church,  1000/.,  and  he  has  ninety  livings 
in  his  gift,— 7,000/. ;  St.  David's,  6,260/.,  besides  one  hundred 
livings,  prebends,  and  precentorships  in  his  gift ;  he  has  also  a 
relation  in  the  church,  with  two  livings,  1 ,000/.,— 7,260/. ;  Wor- 
cester, 9,590/.,  besides  the  patronage  of  one  archdeaconry  and 
twenty-one  livings;  London,  10,200/.,  with  ninety-fire  livings, 
twenty-eight  prebends,  and  precentorships  in  his  gift. 

Loans. — Prndhoe,  700/. ;  Harris,  3,800/. ;  Meldrum,  of  the  Gor- 
don family,  who  annually  devour  about  30,000/. ;  Hill,  9,800/. ; 
Combermere,  13,500/.;  Hopetoun,  15,600/.;  Gambler,  6,800/.; 
Manners,  21,500/.;  Ailsa,  expectant;  Lauderdale,  36,600/.; 
Sheffield,  3,000/.;  Redesdale,  5,500/. ;  St.  Helens,  1,000/.; 
Northwick,  1,500/.;  Bolton,  4,000/.;  Bayning,  1,000/.;  Car- 
rington,  1,900/.;  Dunstanville,  1,500/.;  Rous,  mothe  unknown; 
Courtown,  9,800/.;  Galloway,  9,845/.;  Stuart,  15,000;  Dong- 
las,  2,500/.  ;  Grenville,  4,000/. ;  Suffield,  brother-in-law  to  the 
notorious  Castlereagh, — need  we  say  more  to  point  out  ku  motive 
for  voting  against  the  queen?  Montagu,  3,500/. ;  Gordon, 
20,990/. ;  Somers,  2,000/. ;  Rodney,  6,123/. ;  Middletoo,  700/. ; 
Napier,  4,572/.  ;  Gray,  200/.,  with  great  family  interest  j  Coi- 
ville,  4,600/. ;  Saltoun,  3,644/.  ;  Forbes,  8,400/. ;  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  3,000/. ;  and  Lord  President,  4,000. 

Notwithstanding  this  phalanx  of  corruption  being 
arrayed  against  one  virtuous  female,  after  an  unex- 
ampled multiplication  of  abuse  and  perjury,  on  the 
fifty-first  day  of  the  proceedings,  the  infamous  bill 
was  lost,  and,  with  it,  the  pretensions  to  upright- 
ness and  manly  feeling  of  every  one  who  had  voted 
for  it!  What  was* the  dreadful,  the  overwhelming, 
responsibility  of  those  who  had  ventured  to  prose* 
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cute,  of  all  others,  a  great,  a  noble,  a  glorious  wo- 
man, (we  speak  unhesitatingly,  for  we  speak  from 
the  evidence  of  her  own  public  acts)  by  a  "  Bill 
of  Pains  and  Penalties,'9  which  was  so  far  from  being 
a  part  of  our  common  law,  that  that  was  necessarily 
sacrificed  in  order  to  give  effect  to  this  ?  The  mock 
trial  was  supported  by  the  evidence  of  witnesses  who, 
day  after  day,  perjured  themselves  for  the  sake  of 
wealth,  and  by  the  ingratitude  of  discarded  servants, 
treacherous  domestics,  and  cowardly  calumniators ; 
evidence,  not  only  stained  with  the  infamy  of  their 
own  perfidy  to  their  generous  benefactress,  but  pol- 
luted with  the  licentious  and  gross  obscenity  of  their 
own  debased  instincts,  for  we  cannot  call  their 
cunning  by  any  other  name.  This,  Englishmen! 
was  the  poison,  this  the  vast  and  sweeping  flood  of 
iniquity,  which  was  permitted  by  the  government  to 
disseminate  itself  into  the  minds  of  the  young,  and 
to  inundate  the  morals  of  the  whole  country !  A 
great  moral  evil  was  thus  done;  but  the  antidote 
luckily  went  with  it.  The  same  press,  upon  which 
the  absurd,  foolish,  and  dangerous  imbecility  of  in- 
competent and  unmanly  ministers  imposed  the  re- 
luctant office  of  becoming  the  channel  for  the  deluge 
of  Italian  evidence,  also  conducted  the  refreshing 
streams  of  national  sympathy  and  public  opinion ! 
The  public  sustained  their  own  honour  in  upholding 
that  of  Caroline,  Queen  of  England !  When  that 
public  beheld  her  intelligent  eyes,  beaming  with  mind 
and  heroism ;  when  they  heard  of  her  pure  benefi- 
cence, holy  in  its  principle,  as  it  was  unbounded  in 
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its  sphere ;  when  they  felt  her  glowing  affection  for 
a  devoted  people ;  when  they  observed  her,  scorning 
alike  the  weakness  of  her  sex  and  the  luxury  of  her 
station, — actuated  solely  by  the  mighty  energies  of 
her  own  masculine  sense  and  powerful  understand- 
ing,— braving  fatigue  and  danger,  traversing  the 
plains  and  mountains  of  Asia,  the  sands  and  deserts 
of  Africa;  and  contemplating  the  living  tomb  of 
ancient  liberty  in  modern  Greece ;  when  they  heard 
of  this  dauntless  woman  sailing  over  foreign  seas  with 
a  soul  of  courage  as  buoyant  and  as  mighty  as  the 
waves  that  bore  her ;  but,  above  all,  when  they 
knew  of  her  refusing  the  glittering  trappings  and 
the  splendid  price  of  infamous  security,  to  face  in- 
veterate, persecuting,  and  inflexible  enemies,  even  on 
their  own  ground,  and  surrounded  by  their  own 
strength  and  power,  they  felt  confident  that  such  a 
woman  must  be  at  once  a  favourite  of  heaven,  a 
great  queen,  and  a  blessing  to  the  people,  who  fer- 
vently offered  up  their  prayers  for  her  safety  and  her 
triumph !  It  will  readily  be  supposed,  then,  with 
what  joy  the  result  of  this  important  and  unprece- 
dented investigation  filled  the  hearts  of  thousands, 
which  manifested  itself  by  shouts  of  exultation  from 
the  centre  of  the  metropolis,  and  was  re-echoed 
from  the  remotest  corners  of  the  land,  by  the  un- 
bought  voices  of  a  brave  and  generous  people,  who 
considered  the  unjust  proceedings  alike  "derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  the  crown  and  the  best  interests 
of  the  nation/9 
From  the  very  commencement  of  the  queen's  per* 
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sedition,  her  majesty's  counsellors  appeared  more  in 
the  capacity  of  mediators  in  the  cause  of  guilt  than 
as  stern,  unbending*  and  uncompromising  champions 
of  honour  and  truth!    In  one  of  Mr.  Brougham's 
speeches,  he  declared  the  queen  had  no  intention  to 
recriminate;  but  Mr.  Brougham  cannot,  even  at  this 
distance  of  time,  have  forgotten  that,  when  her  ma- 
jesty had  an  interview  with  him  after  this  public  as- 
sertion on  his  part,  she  declared  herself  insulted 
by  such  a  remark,  as  her  case  demanded  all  the  as- 
sistance it  could  possibly  obtain  from  every  legal 
quarter.     Another  peculiar  trait  of  defection  was 
conspicuously  displayed  during  this  extraordinary 
trial.     The  letter  we  gave  a  few  p?iges  back,  written 
by  an  illustrious  personage  to  the  captain  of  the  ves-> 
sel  in  which  the  princess  went  in  the  memorable  year 
1814,  offering  him  a  reward  to  procure  any  evidence 
of  improper  conduct  op  the  part  of  her  royal  high- 
ness, was  submitted  to  Mp.  Bropgham,  and  shortly 
afterwards,  at  the  supper  table  of  the  queen,  he  said 
aloud,    that  he  had   shewn  that  letter  to  the 
opposite  side  of   the   court;    and  when  remon- 
strated with  for  such  extraordinary  conduct,  his  only 
reply  was,  "  Oh,  it  will  do  very  well j"  and  soon 
after  left  the  room.    This  and  many  other  singular 
acts  of  the  learned  gentleman  will  seem  surprising 
to  his  admirers.     Such  suspicious  conduct,  indeed, 
is  hardly  to  be  accounted  for ;  but  we  could  not  dis- 
pute the  evidence  of  our  own  senses ! 

At  this  period,  a  lady  of  her  majesty's  household 
received  a  note  from  a  young  person,  stating  the 
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Writer  to  be  in  possession  of  some  papers  of  great 
Consequence  to  the  queen,  which  she  wished  to 
deliver  to  her  majesty.  A  gentleman  was  sent  to 
the  writer  of  the  note,  and  her  information  to  him 
Was,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

"  That  certain  property,  of  a  large  amount,  had 
been  bequeathed  to  her ;  but  that  for  many  years  she 
had  been  deprived  of  all  interest  arising  from  it 
That  Dr.  Sir  Richard  Croft,  accoucheur  to  her  late 
royal  highness,  the  Princess  Charlotte,  was  an  at- 
tendant witness  to  the  will  of  her  mother,  by  whom 
the  property  had  been  willed, — her  father  having  en- 
gaged,   upon   his  return   from  abroad,    to  put  his 
daughter  in  possession  of  her  rightful  claims,  proving 
her   descent,    &c.      That,  during  her  unprotected 
state,  her  guardian  had  caused  her  to  sign  bonds 
to  an  enormous  amount ;  and,  in  consequence,  she 
had  been  deprived  of  her  liberty  for  nearly  twelve 
months.    As  Dr.  Sir  Richard  Croft  was  her  principal 
witness  and  friend,  she  frequently  consulted  him  on 
different  points  of  her  affairs,  and  also  gave  him  se- 
veral private  letters  for  his  inspection;  but  these 
letters  not  being  returned  to  her  when  she  applied 
for  them,  she  reproached  the  doctor  with  his  inatten- 
tion to  her  interests.     In  consequence  of  this,  Dr. 
Croft  called  upon  her,  and  promised  to  send  the 
letters  back  the  next  day.     The  doctor  accordingly 
sent  her  a  packet ;  but,  upon  examination,  she  found 
them  to  be,  not  tlie  letters  alluded  to,  but  letters  of 

VAST     IMPORTANCE,   from    the     HIGHEST    PERSONAGES 
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in  the  kingdom,  and  elucidating  the  most  momen- 
tous subjects.  Some  time  after,  she  sealed  diem 
up,  and  sent  a  servant  back  with  them,  giving  him 
strict  injunctions  to  deliver  them  only  into  Sir 
Richard's  hand.  While  the  servant  was  gone,  the 
doctor  called  upon  her,  and,  in  great  agitation, 
inquired  if  she  had  received  any  other  letters  back 
besides  her  own*  She  replied  she  had,  and  said, 
"  Doctor,  what  have  you  done  ?"  He  walked  about 
the  room  for  some  time,  and  then  said,  abruptly,  "  I 
suppose  you  have  read  the  letters  ?"  She  replied, 
"  I  have  read  enough  to  make  me  very  uncomfort- 
able/* After  some  further  remarks,  he  observed, 
"  I  am  the  most  wretched  man  alive !"  He  then 
said  he  would  communicate  to  her  all  the  circum- 
stances. Sir  Richard  commenced  his  observations 
by  stating,  that  he  was  not  the  perpetrator  of  the 
deed,  but  had  been  made  the  instrument  of  others, 
which  the  letters  proved.  He  then  alluded,  by 
name,  to  a  nobleman  ;  and  said  the  circumstance 
was  first  discovered  by  the  nurse's  observing  that  a 
sediment  was  left  at  the  bottom  of  the  cup  in 
which  the  Princess  Charlotte  took  her  last 
beverage,  and  that  Mrs.  Griffiths  directly  charged 
the  doctor  with  being  privy  to  the  act.  He  ex- 
amined the  contents  of  the  cup,  and  was  struck 
with  horror  at  finding  that  it  was  the  same  descrip- 
tion of  medicine  which  had  been  obtained  from 
his  house,  a  few  days  previous,  by  the  nobleman 
before  alluded  to  I!  I  However,  he  endeavoured 
to  persuade  the  nurse  that  she  was  mistaken ;  "  but,'9 


368 

said  the  doctor,  "  the  more  I  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade her,  the  more  culpable,  no  doubt  I  appeared 
to  her." 

Sir  Richard  said  he  was  farther  strengthened  in  his 
suspicions  of  the  said  nobleman  by  a  conversation 
he  had  had  a  few  days  before  with  his  lordship,  who 
said,  "  If  any  thing  should  happen  to  the  princess, — 
if  she  were  to  die,— it  would  be  a  melancholy 
event ;  yet  I  consider  it  would,  in  some  considerable 
degree,  be  productive  of  good  to  the  nation  at  large.9 
Dr.  Croft  asked  him  how  he  could  say  so.  "  Be- 
cause," said  the  nobleman,  "  every  body  knows  her 
disposition  sufficiently  to  be  convinced,  that  she  will 
ever  be  blind  to  her  mother's  most  unequalled  con- 
duct; and  I  think  any  man,  burdened  with  such 
a  wife,  would  be  justified  in  using  any  means  in 
seeking  to  get  rid  of  her !  Were  it  my  case,  the 
friend  who  would  be  the  means  of,  or  assist  in,  re* 
leasing  me  from  her  shackles,  I  should  consider  would 
do  no  more  than  one  man  ought  to  do  for  another 
so  circumstanced."  Dr.  Croft  then  said,  he  went  to 
this  nobleman  directly  after  the  death  of  the  prin- 
cess, and  charged  him  with  committing  the  crime. 
He  at  first  denied  it ;  but  at  length  said,  "  It  was 
better  for  one  to  suffer  than  that  the  whole  country 
should  be  put  into  a  state  of  confusion,  which  would 
have  been  the  case  if  the  princess  had  lived,"  and 
then  alluded  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  coming  into 
this  country.  The  nobleman  exonerated  himself 
from   the  deed ;    but  said    "  It  was  managed   bt 

PERSONS    IMMEDIATELY    ABOUT   THE    DOCTOR'S  PERSON." 
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At  this  part  of  the  narrative,  the  doctor  became  very 
much  agitated,  and  the  lady  said,  "Good  God!  who 
did  do  it  T  To  which  question  he  replied,  "  The 
hand  that  wrote  that  Utter  without  a  name,  in  con. 
junction  with  one  of  the  attendants  on  the  itwse!" 
The  lady  further  stated,  that  the  doctor  said,  "  Cer- 
tain ladies  are  depending  upon  me  for  my  services  as 
accoucheur,  and  I  will  not  extend  life  beyond  my 
attendance  upon  them."  This  conversation  took 
place  just  after  the  death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte. 

Before  Dr.  Croft  left  the  lady,  she  informed  him 
of  her  anxiety  to  return  the  letters  as  soon  as  she 
discovered  their  importance,  and  mentioned  that 
the  servant  was  then  gone  with  them.  Sir  Richard 
quickly  exclaimed,  "You  bid  him  not  leave  them?" 
and  inquired  what  directions  had  been  given  to  the 
servant.  Having  been  informed,  he  said,  "  Don't 
send  them  again;  keep  them  until  I  come  and  fetch 
them,  and  that  will  be  to-morrow,  if  possible*"  But 
the  lady  never  saw  him  afterwards,  and  consequently 
retained  the  letters. 

The  gentleman  then  received  exact  copies  of  all 
the  letters  before  alluded  to.  We  here  present  our 
readers  with  three  of  the  most  important,  which 
will  substantiate  some  of  our  former  statements. 

COPY  OP  A  LETTER  FROM  SIR  B.  BLOOMF1ELD 
TO  DR.  SIR  RICHARD  CROFT. 

"  Mt  dear  Croft, 
"  I  am  commanded  by  his  royal  highness  to  con- 
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"  vey  to  you  his  solicitude  for  your  health  and  hap- 
Cl  piness ;  and  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  the  aid  of 
"  so  faithful  a  friend  as  yourself  is  indispensable. 
"  It  is  by  her  majesty's  command  I  write  this  to  you. 

"  We  have  intelligence  by  the  20th  ult  that  the 
"  Princess  of  Wales  is  to  take  a  road  favourable  to 
"  the  accomplishment  of  our  long-desired  wishes; 
"  that  we  may  keep  pace  with  her,  there  is  no  one 
"  upon  whose  fidelity  we  can  more  fully  rely  than 
M  you  yourself. 

"  A  few  months  relaxation  from  the  duties  of 
"  your  profession  will  banish  all  gloomy  ideas,  and 
"  secure  the  favour  of  her  majesty. 

"  Come,  my  boy,  throw  physic  to  the  dogs,  and 
"  be  the  bearer  of  the  happy  intelligence  of  a 
"  divorce,  to  render  ourselves  still  more  deserving 
"  the  confidence  of  our  beloved  master,  whose  peace 

and  happiness  we  are  bound  in  duty  to  secure 

by  every  means  in  our  power. 

"  Remember  this :  the  road  to  fortune  is  short ; 

"  and  let  me  see  you  to-day  at  three  o'clock,  without 

"  fail,  in  my  bureau. 

"  Your's  faithfully," 

********** 

"  Carlton  House, 
Monday,  9th  November,  1817." 
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COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  DR.  CROFT  TO  HIS  ROYAL 
HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE  REGENT. 

"  The  gracious  assurance  of  his  royal  highness 
for  my  happiness  was  this  day  conveyed  to  me,  by 
the  desire  of  her  most  gracious  majesty. 
"  The  many  former  favours  and  kindnesses  be* 
stowed  by  my  royal  benefactor  is  retained  in  my 
mind  with  the  deepest  sense  of  gratitude. 
"  That  I  regret,  with  heartfelt  grief,  the  invisi- 
"  ble  power  that  determined  my  inevitable  misery, 
"  and  marks  the  hand  that  gave  the  blow  to  my 
"  eternal  peace.  Could  no  other  arm  inflict  the 
"  wound  than  he  who,  in  happier  moments,  in- 
"  dulged  me  with  the  most  apparent  unfeigned 
44  friendship  ?  That  I  shall  not,  to  my  latest  breath, 
"  cease  to  complain  of  such  injustice,  heaped  upon 
u  me  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  before  the  nation, 
44  who  at  my  hands  have  lost  their  dearest  hopes. 

"  My  conscious  innocence  is  the  only  right  I 
"  plead  to  a  just  and  Almighty  God!  That  I  con- 
"  sider  this  deed  of  so  foul  a  nature  as  to  stamp 
"  with  ignominy,  not  only  its  perpetrators,  but  the 
"  throne  itself,  now  to  be  obtained  by  the  death  of 
"  its  own  offspring,  and  that  death  enforced  by  the 
"  Queen  of  England,  whose  inveterate  hatred  is  fully 
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"  exemplified,  by  heaping  wrongs  upon  the  un- 
"  fortunate  partner  of  your  once  happy  choice,  who 
*'  now  only  impedes  your  union  to  another. 

"  To  remove  now  this  only  remaining  obstacle, 
"  I  am'  called  upon  by  the  ministers.  With  a  view 
"  of  tranquillizing  my  mind,  every  restitution  is 
"  offered  me.  But,  no  doubt,  many  will  be  found 
"  amongst  them,  who  can,  without  a  pang,  enjoy 
"  the  reward  of  such  services  as  her  majesty  vnU 
"  most  liberally  recompense. 
"  It  has  ever  been  my  highest  ambition  to  fulfil 
the  arduous  duty  of  my  situation  ;  to  be  rewarded 
by  upright  encomiums ;  and  to  merit,  as  a  sub* 
ject  and  a  servant,  the  approbation  of  my  most 
gracious  benefactor,  as  conveyed  to  me  on  the 
"  9th  of  this  month  by  Sir  B.  Bloomfield,  would 
"  have  been  a  sufficient  recompense  to  me  under 
"  any  circumstances  of  life. 
"  I  can,  therefore,  only  assure  his  royal  highness, 

"  with  unfeigned  sincerity,  that  I  should  feel  happy 

"  upon  any  occasion  to  forfeit  my  life  for  his  peace 
and  happiness ;  nor  can  I  more  fully  evince  the 
same  than  by  assuring  his  royal  highness,  that  this 
melancholy  circumstance  shall  be  etanally  buried 

u  in  my  mind. 

(Signed)        "  Richard  Croft." 

"  November  10th,  1817." 
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COPY   OF  A   LETTER  FROM  QUEEN  CHARLOTTE  TO 

DR.  CROFT. 

"  We  are  sensible  how  much  it  were  to  be  desired 
"  that  the  obligations  provided  for  could  have  been 
"  traced  without  the  necessity  of  our  writing.    But 
"  we  are  yet  more  sensible  how  much  it  is  our  duty 
to  promote  #the  happiness  of  our  most  dear  and 
most  beloved  son,  who  so  justly  deserves  the  ef- 
"  forts  which  we  make  for  him.     Whatever  price 
"  will  cost  our  tender  love,  we  shall  at  least  have 
"  the  comfort,  in  the  melancholy  circumstance  of 
11  this  juncture,   which  our  kingdom   most  justly 
laments  with  us,  to  give  to  our  subjects  a  suc- 
cessor  more  worthy  of  the  possession  of  our 
crown,  either  partly  or  wholly,  than  the  detested 
daughter  of  our  dearest  brother,  who,  by  her  con- 
"  duct,  has  brought  disgrace  upon  our  royal  house, 
"  and  whom  now  we  will,   for  us,   and  our  de- 
M  scendants,  without  difference  of  the  substance  of 
"  blood  and  quality,  that  she  shall  at  all  events  be 
"  estranged  from  us  and  our  line  for  ever.    To  this 
"  end,    we  believe  the  method  concerted  by  our 
"  faithful  friends  at  Trieste  is  the  most  effectual  to 
"  ensure  it,  not  by  divorce ;  be  it  by  whatever  means 
"  which  may  seem  effectual  to  our  friends,  to  whom 
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"  we  grant  full  power  in  every  thing,  as  if  we  our- 
"  selves  were  present,  to  obtain  the  conclusion  we 
"  so  much  desire ;  and  whosoever  shall  accomplish 
"  the  same  shall  be  placed  in  the  immediate  degree 
"  with  any  peer  of  our  kingdom,  with  fifty  thousand 
"  pounds,  which  we  guarantee  to  our  worthy  friend, 
"  Sir  Richard  Croft,  on  whom  we  can  rely  in  every 
"  thing, — his  services  being  considered  unavoidable 
"  on  this  occasion*  And  for  the  better  security  of 
"  all,  we  promise  the  bearer  hereof,  being  in  every 
"  part  furnished  with  sufficient  power  to  write,  sign, 
"  and  secure,  by  letter  or  any  other  obligation,  in 
"  our  name,  and  which  is  to  be  delivered  to  Sir 
"  Richard  Croft  before  his  departure  from  London, — 
"  reminding  him  of  his  own  engagements  to  the 
w  secrecy  of  this,  also, — whereunto  we  put  our 
«  name,  this  I2th  day  of  November,  1817. 
"  Let  him  be  faithful  unto  death. 

(Signed)  «  C.  R." 

Who  can  peruse  these  letters,  and  the  particulars 
with  which  they  are  accompanied,  without  being 
shocked  at  the  dark  and  horrible  crime  proved  to 
have  been  committed,  as  well  as  those  deep-laid  plans 
of  persecution  against  an  innocent  woman,  which 
they  unblushingly  state  to  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  basest  of  motives.— to  firratifv  the  vindictive  feel. 
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ings  of  her  heartless  and  abandoned  husband !  It 
must  appear  surprising  to  honourable  minds  that 
these  atrocities  did  not  find  some  one  acquainted 
with  them  of  sufficient  virtue  and  nerve  to  drag  their 
abettors  to  justice.  But,  alas!  those  who  possessed 
the  greatest  facilities  for  this  purpose  were  too  fond 
of  place,  pension,  or  profit,  to  discharge  such  a  duty. 
Queen  Caroline,  at  this  period,  resolved  to  ask  for 
a  public  investigation  of  the  causes  and  attendant 
circumstances  of  the  death  of  her  daughter,  and  ex- 
pressed her  determination  to  do  so  in  the  presence 
of  several  noblemen.  Her  majesty  considered  these 
and  other  important  letters  to  be  amply  sufficient  to 
prove  that  the  Princess  Charlotte's  death  was  preme- 
ditated, and  procured  unfairly.  Her  majesty  also 
knew  that,  in  1817,  a  most  respectable  resident  of 
Claremont  publicly  declared  that  the  regent  had  said, 

"  Xo  HEIR    OF    THE  PRINCESS    CHARLOTTE  SHALL 
ETBR  SIT  UPON  THE  THRONE  OF  ENGLAND/99      The 

queen  was  likewise  personally  assured  of  the  truths 
contained  in  the  letter  signed  "  C.  R."  dated  12th 
of  November ;  for  the  infamous  Baron  Ompteda,  in 
conjunction  with  another  similar  character,  had  been 
watching  all  her  movements  for  a  length  of  time,  and 
they  were  actually  waiting  her  arrival  at  Trieste,  at 
the  time  before  named,  while  every  one  knew  they 
had  a  coadjutor  in  England,  in  the  person  of  Souza 
Count  Funshall !! ! 

Her  majesty  was  also  well  acquainted  with  the 
scheme  of  the  king  or  his  ministers,  that  the  former 
or  the  latter,  or  both  conjointly,  had  caused  a  work 
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to  be  published  in  Paris,  the  object  of  which  was 
"  to  set  aside  the  succession  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte and  her  heirs,  (under  the  plea  of  the  illegality 
of  her  father's  marriage)  and  to  supply  the  defect  by 
the  Duke   op  York!"     Lord  Moira  offered  very 
handsome  terms  to  an  author,  of  some  celebrity,  to 
write  "Comments  in  favour  of  this  book;"  but  he 
declined,  and  wrote  explanatory  of  the  crimes  of  the 
queen  and  her  family.     This  work,  however,  was 
bought  up  by  the  English  court  for  seven  thousand 
pounds !     In  this  book  of  comments  was  given  a  fair 
and  impartial  statement  of  the  murder  of  Sellis, 
and,  upon  its  appearance,  a  certain  duke  thought  it 
"  wisest  and  best"  to  go  out  of  this  country!    Why 
the  duke  resolved  to  seek  safety  in  flight  is  best 
known  to  himself  and  those  in  his  immediate  con- 
fidence ;  but  to  uninterested  and  impartial  observers, 
such  a  step  was  not  calculated  to  exonerate  the 
duke's  character.    This  took  place  at  a  very  early 
period  after  the  murder  had  been  committed  in  the 
palace  of  St  James,  and  all  the  witnesses  were  then 
ready  again  to  depose  upon  the  subject,  as  well  as 
those  persons  who  had  not  been  permitted  to  give 
their  evidence  at  the  inquest     Another  examination 
of  the  body  of  Sellis  might  have  been  demanded, 
though  doubtless  in  a  more  public  manner  than  be* 
fore,  as  it  was  not  supposed  to  be  past  exhumation ! 
The  people  reasoned  sensibly,  when  they  said,  "  The 
duke  certainly  knows  something  of  this  awful  affair, 
or  else  he  would  cause  the  strictest  inquiry,  rather 
than  suffer  such  a  stain  upon  his  royal  name  and 
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character,  which  are  materially  injured  in  public 
opinion  by  the  royal  duke's  refusal  to  do  so,  and 
his  sudden  determination  to  go  abroad-"  The  duke, 
however,  did  go  abroad,  and  did  not  return  until  in- 
quiry had,  apparently,  ceased. 

Such  were  the  remarks  of  Caroline,  Queen  of 
England,  upon  these  serious  subjects,  of  which  she 
felt  herself  competent  to  say  more  than  any  other 
subject  in  the  realm.  The  secret  conduct  of  the 
government  was  not  unknown  to  her  majesty,  and 
her  sufferings,  she  was  well  aware,  had  their  origin 
in  state  trick;  while  fawning  courtiers,  to  keep 
their  places,  had  sacrificed  truth,  justice,  and  honour. 
"  Then/9  said  the  queen,  "  can  1  wonder  at  any 
plan  or  plans  they  may  invent  to  accomplish  the  wish 
of  my  husband  ?  No  ;  I  am  aware  of  many,  very 
many,  foul  attempts  to  insult,  degrade,  and  destroy 
me !  I  cannot  forget  the  embassy  of  Lord  Stewart, 
the  base  conduct  of  that  most  unprincipled  man, 
Colonel  Brown,  and  other  unworthy  characters, 
who,  to  obtain  the  favour  of  the  reigning  prince, 
my  husband,  condescended  to  say  and  do  any  and 
every  thing  prejudicial  to  my  character,  and  injurious 
to  my  dignity,  as  the  legitimate  princess  of  the 
British  nation ;  and  for  what  purpose  is  this  extra- 
ordinary conduct  pursued?  Only  to  gratify  revenge- 
ful inclinations,  and  prevent  my  full  exposures  of 
those  odious  crimes,  by  which  the  honour  of  the 
family  is  and  will  ever  be  attainted !  But,"  added 
her  majesty,  "  the  untimely,  unaccountable  death 
°f  my  Charlotte  is*  indeed,  heavy  uport  my  heart ! 
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I  remember,  as  if  it  were  only  yesterday,  her  infant 
smile  when  first  I  pressed  her  to  my  bosom ;  and  I 
must  always  feel  unutterable  anguish,  when  I  reflect 
upon  the  hardships  she  was  obliged  to  endure  at  our 
cruel  separation!  Was  it  not  more  than  human 
nature  was  able  to  endure,  first  to  be  insulted  and 
deceived  by  a  husband,  then  to  be  deprived  of  an 
only  and  lovely  child,  whose  fondness  equalled  her 
royal  father's  cruelty  ?  Welt  may  I  say,  my  Char- 
lotte's death  ought  to  be  explained,  and  the  blood- 
thirsty aiders  in  the  scheme  punished  as  they  really 
merit.  Who  are  these  proud,  yet  base,  tyrants, — 
who,  after  destroying  the  child,  still  continue  their 
plans  to  destroy  her  mother  also  ?  Are  they  not  the 
sycophants  of  a  voluptuous  monarch,  whose  despotic 
influence  has  for  a  long  period  destroyed  the  liber- 
ties and  subverted  the  rights  of  the  people,  over 
whom  he  has  exercised  such  uncontrouled  and  un- 
constitutional power?  And  what  is  the  moral 
character  of  these  state  hirelings,  (continued  the 
queen)  who  neither  act  with  judgment,  or  speak 
with  ability,  but  who  go  to  court  to  bow,  and  cringe, 
and  fawn  ?  Alas !  is  it  not  disgraceful  in  the  ex- 
treme ? — are  they  not  found  debasing  themselves  in 
the  most  infamous  and  unnatural  manner?  From 
youth,  have  not  even  some  of  the  late  queen's  sons 
been  immoral  and  profane  ?  Was  not  one  of  them 
invited  to  dinner,  by  a  gentleman  of  the  first  rank, 
during  his  stay  in  the  West  Indies,  and  did  he  not  so 
conduct  himself  before  one  of  the  gentleman's  daugh- 
ters, that  his  royal  highness  was  under  the  necessity  of 
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making  a  precipitate  retreat?  Yet  this  outrage  upon 
decency  was  only  noticed  by  one  fearless  historian ! 
And  amongst  the  courtiers,  where  is  morality  to  be 
found  ?    Yet  these  individuals  are  the  judges,  as  well 
as  the  jury,  and  are  even  empowered  to  assault,  in- 
sult, and  reproach  the  consort  of  the  first  magistrate, 
their  sovereign  the  king!    But  he  is  in  their  power; 
guilt  has  deprived  my  lord  and  husband  of  all  ability 
to  set  the  perfidious  parasites  at  defiance!     If  this 
were  not  the  case,  would  his  proud  heart  have  al- 
lowed him  to  be  insulted  by  my  Lord  Bloomfield,  or 
Sir  W.  Knighton  ?    No ;  the  answer  must  be  obvious. 
Yet  such  was  actually  the  fact,  as  all  the  private 
friends  of  his  majesty  can  testify.    My  honour  is  in- 
deed insulted,  and  yet  I  am  denied  redress.    I  sus- 
pected what  my  fate  would  be  when  so  much  equivo- 
cation was  resorted  to  during  my  journey  to  this 
country.     I  was  not  treated  as  any  English  subject, 
however  poor  and  defenceless,  ought  to  expect;  far 
otherwise,    indeed.    I  waited  some  months  to  see 
Mr.  Brougham,  and  was  disappointed  from  time  to 
time,  until  I  determined  to  return  to  England  in 
despite  of  all  obstacles.    I  reached  St  Omers  on  the 
1st  of  June ;  Mr.  Brougham  did  not  arrive  until  the 
evening  of  the  3rd ;  he  was  accompanied  by  his  bro- 
ther and  Lord  Hutchinson ;  and  I  judged  from  their 
conversation,  that  my  only  safety  was  to  be  found  in 
the  English  capital.    Propositions  were  made  me,  of 
the  most  infamous  description;    and,  afterwards, 
Lord  Hutchinson   and  Mr.  Brougham  said,   '  they 
understood  the  outline  of  those  propositions  origin- 
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ated  with  myself/    How  those  gentlemen  could  in- 
dulge such  an  opinion  for  one  moment,  I  leave  the 
world  to  judge.     If  it  had  been  my  intention  to  re. 
ceive  fifty  thousand  pounds  per  annum  to  remain 
abroad,    unqueened,    I  should  have  reserved  my 
several  establishments  and  suite.     I  was  requested 
to  delay  my  journey  until  despatches  could  be  re- 
ceived;  but   my  impatience  to  set  my  foot  once 
more  on  British  ground  prevented  my  acquiescence. 
I  had  been  in  England  a  very  short  time,  when  I  was 
most  credibly  informed  the  cause  for  soliciting  that 
delay;  namely,  that  this  government  had  required 
the  French  authorities   to  station  the  military   in 
Calais,  at  the  command  of  the  English  consul,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  seizing  my  person,  previous 
to  my  embarkation !    What  would  not  have  been  my 
fate,  if  I  once  had  been  in  the  grasp  of  the  Holy 
Alliance!!     This  fact  will  satisfy  the  English  people, 
that  the  most  wicked  plans  were  organized  for  my 
destruction.   The  inhabitants  of  Carlton  House  were 
all  petrified  upon  my  arrival,  having  been  assured 
that  I  never  should  again  see  England,  and  that  my 
legal  adviser  had  supported  the  plan  of  my  remain- 
ing  abroad,  and  had  expressed  his  opinion  that  I 
should  accept  the  offer.    It  is  also  a  solemn  fact  that, 
at  that  period,  a  process  of  divorce,  in  the  Con- 
sistory Court  in  Hanover,  was  rapidly  advancing, 
under  the  direction  of  Count  Munster ;  and,  as  the 
king  is  there  an  arbitrary  sovereign,  the  regal  will 
would  not  have  found  any  obstacle.     When  the  day 
of  retribution  shall  arrive,  may  God   have  mercy 
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upon  Lords  Liverpool,  Castlereagh,  and  their  vile 
associates,— even  as  they  wished  to  have  compassion 
upon  their  insulted  and  basely-treated  queen !  Had 
I  followed  my  first  opinion  after  these  unhandsome 
transactions,  I  should  have  changed  my  counsel; 
but  I  did  not  know  where  to  apply  for  others,  as  I 
too  soon  found  I  was  intended  to  be  sacrificed,  either 
privately  or  publicly.  Devotion  in  public  characters 
is  seldom  found  to  be  unequivocally  sincere  in  times 
of  great  trouble  and  disappointment !  What  is  a 
defenceless  woman,  though  a  queen,  opposed  to  a 
despotic  and  powerful  king  ?  Alas !  but  subject  to 
the  rude  ebullition  of  pampered  greatness,  and  a 
mark  at  which  the  finger  of  scorn  may  point.  Well 
may  I  say—* 

"  Would  I  bad  ne?er  trod  the  English  earth, 
Or  felt  the  flatteries  that  grow  upon  it ! 
Ye  have  angels'  faces ;  but  heaven  knows  your  hearts. 
What  will  become  of  me  now,  wretched  lady  r 
1  am  the  most  unhappy  woman  living. 
No  friend,  no  hope,  no  kindred,  weep  for  me ; 
Almost  no  grace  allowed  me!    Like  the  lily, 
That  once  was  mistress  of  the  field,  and  flourished, 
I'll  hang  my  head,  and  perish !" 

A  very  few  weeks  after  making  these  remarks,  her 
majesty,  in  correspondence  with  a  friend,  wrote  4s 
follows : 

"  I  grow  weary  of  my  existence.  I  am  annoyed 
upon  every  occasion.  I  am  actually  kept  without 
means  to  discharge  my  honourable  engagements* 
Lord  Liverpool  returns  the  most  sarcastic  replies  (if 
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such  they  may  be  called)  to  my  notes  of  interroga- 
tion upon  these  unhandsome  and  unfair  delays,  as  if 
I  were  an  object  of  inferior  grade  to  himself.  I  think 
I  have  sufficient  perception  to  convince  me  what  the 
point  is  to  which  the  ministers  are  now  lending  their 
ready  aid,  which  is  nothing  less  than  to  force  me 
to  return  abroad  !  This  they  never  shall  accom- 
plish, so  long  as  my  life  is  at  all  safe ;  and  in  vain 
does  Mr.  Wilde  press  upon  my  notice  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a  step.1' 

Illuminations  and  other  rejoicings  were  manifested 
by  the  people  at  the  queen's  acquittal ;  but  the  state 
of  her  majesty's  affairs,  as  explained  in  the  above 
extract,  were  such  as  to  preclude  her  receiving  that 
pleasure  which  her  majesty  had  otherwise  experi- 
enced at  such  testimonies  of  the  affectionate  loyalty 
of  the  British  people. 

We  must  now  proceed  to  the  year 

1821, 

in  which  pains  and  penalties  supplied  the  place  of 
kindness,  and  the  sword  upheld  the  law !  while  men 
who  opposed  every  liberal  opinion  hovered  around 
the  throne  of  this  mighty  empire.  In  the  hardness 
of  their  hearts,  they  justified  inhumanity,  and  de* 
lighted  to  hear  the  clank  of  the  chains  of  slavery. 
They  flattered  but  to  deceive,  and  hid  from  their 
master  the  miseries  of  his  subjects !    This  was  base 
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grovelling  submission  to  the  royal  will,  and  not  real 
loyalty  ;  for  loyally  does  not  consist-in  a  slavish 
obedience  to  the  will  of  a  tyrannical  chief*  magistrate, 
but  in  a  firm  and  faithful  adherence  to  the  law  and 
constitution  of  the  community  of  which  we  are  mem- 
bers. The  disingenuity  of  Lord  Liverpool  and  his 
coadjutors,  however,  who  were  impelled  by  high 
church  and  high  tory  principles,  wished  to  limit  this 
comprehensive  principle,  which  takes  in  the  whole 
of  the  constitution,  and  therefore  tends  to  the  con- 
servation of  it  all  in  its  full  integrity,  to  the  person 
of  the  king,  because  they  knew  he  would  favour 
their  own  purposes  as  well  as  the  extension  of  power 
and  prerogative, — the  largesses  of  which  they  hoped 
to  share  in  reward  for  their  sycophantic  zeal,  and 
their  mean,  selfish,  perfidious  adulation.  With  such 
views,  the  king's  ministers  represented  every  spirited 
effort  in  favour  of  the  people's  rights  as  originating 
in  disloyalty.  The  best  friends  to  the  English  con- 
stitution, in  its  purity,  were  held  up  to  the  detesta- 
tion of  his  majesty,  as  being  disaffected  to  his  person. 
Every  stratagem  was  used  to  delude  the  unthinking 
part  of  the  people  into  a  belief  that  their  only  way 
of  displaying  loyalty  was  to  display  a  most  servile  ob- 
sequiousness to  the  caprices  of  the  reigning  prince, 
and  to  oppose  every  popular  measure.  The  minis- 
ters themselves  approached  him  in  the  most  unmanly 
language  of  submission,  worthier  to  have  been  re- 
ceived  by  the  Great  Mogul  or  the  Chinese  emperor 
than  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  professedly  free  people. 
In  short,   George  the  Fourth  only  wished  to  be 
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feared,  not  loved.  The  servile  ministry  fed  this 
passion,  though  they  would  have  done  the  same  for 
a  Stuart,  had  one  been  in  power.  It  was  not  the 
man  they  worshipped,  but  the  power  he  possessed  to 
add  to  their  own  dignity  and  wealth  !  Let  us  not 
here  be  misunderstood.  We  are  willing  to  award 
honour  to  the  person  of  a  man  invested  with  kingly 
power,  provided  his  deeds  are  in  accordance  with 
his  duty,  though  not  otherwise.  A  good  king  should 
be  regarded  with  true  and  sincere  affection ;  but  we 
ought  not  to  pay  any  man,  reigning  over  a  free 
country,  so  ill  a  compliment  as  to  treat  him  like  a 
despot,  ruling  over  a  land  of  slaves.  We  must, 
therefore,  reprobate  that  false,  selfish,  adulatory  loy- 
alty, which,  seeking  nothing  but  its  own  base  ends, 
and  feeling  no  real  attachment  either  to  the  person 
or  the  office  of  the  king,  contributes  nevertheless, 
by  its  example,  to  diffuse  a  servile,  abject  temper, 
highly  injurious  to  the  spirit  of  freedom. 

Though  "the  bill"  was  now  ingloriously  aban- 
doned by  Lord  Liverpool,  the  queen  received  but 
little  benefit.  Her  majesty  was  even  refused  means 
to  discharge  debts  unavoidably  contracted  for  the 
bare  support  of  her  table  and  her  household.  As  a 
proof  of  the  economical  style  of  her  living,  we  wit- 
nessed  one  evening  a  party  of  friends  sitting  down  to 
supper  with  her  majesty,  when  a  chicken  at  the  top 
and  another  at  the  bottom  of  the  table  were  the  only 
dishes  set  before  the  company.  What  a  contrast  this 
would  have  presented  to  the  loaded  tables,  groaning 
under  the  luxurious  display  of  provisions  for  glut- 
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tony,  in  the  king's  several  residences,  where  va- 
riety succeeded  variety,  and  where  even  the  veriest 
menial  lived  more  sumptuously  than  his  master's 
consort! 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  Emperor  Napoleon  Buo- 
naparte expired  at  St  Helena,  having  endured  cap- 
tivity, under  the  most  unfavourable  circumstances, 
and  with  a  constitutional  disease,  more  than  six  years 
and  a  bal£     As  we  shall  have  occasion,  in  our  se- 
cond volume,  to  speak  of  this  illustrious  man  and 
his  cruel  treatment  by  our  government,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  say  more  in  this  place  than  merely 
give  an  outline  of  his  extraordinary  career.    Na- 
poleon was  born  at  Ajaccio,  the  capital  of  Corsica, 
August  15,  1769 ;  and  was,  consequently,  fifty-two 
years  of  age,  wanting  three  months,  when  he  died. 
He  was  the  eldest  son  of  a  lawyer,  of  Italian  descent, 
aud  his  family  had  pretensions  to  ancestry  of  high 
birth  and  station  in  Italy.     He  was  educated  in  the 
royal  military  school}    and    first   attracted  notice 
when,  as  an  officer  of  engineers,  he  assisted  in  the 
bombardment  of  Toulon  in  1793;  next  signalized 
himself  by  repressing  an  infuriated  mob  of  Parisians 
in  1795,  which  caused  his  promotion  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  of  Italy ;  was  made  first  consul 
in  1799  j  elected  emperor  in  1804 ;    "  exchanged" 
the  sceptre  of  France  and  Italy  for  that  of  Elba  (so 
it  was  expressed  in  the  treaty  of  Fontainbleau)  on 
the  11th  of  April,  1814  ;  landed  at  Cannes,  in  Pro- 
vence, on  the  1st  of  March,   1815;  entered  Paris 
triumphantly,  at  the  head  of  the  French  army,  a 
few  days  afterwards ;  fought  the  last  fatal  battle  of 
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Waterloo  on  the  18th  of  June  in  the  same  year; 
abdicated  in  favour  of  his  son ;  threw  himself  upon 
the  generosity  of  the  English,  through  promises 
made  to  him  by  Lord  Castlereagh ;  was  landed  at 
St.  Helena  on  the  18th  of  October,  1815;  and  died 
as  before  stated,  a  victim  to  the  arbitrary  treatment 
.  of  our  government,  which  we  shall  presently  prove. 

Leopold  now  (in  July)  called  upon  her  majesty, 
for  the  first  time  since  her  return  to  this  country. 
His  serene  highness  was  announced  and  ushered  into 
the  presence  of  the  mother  of  his  late  consort.  The 
queen  appeared  exceedingly  agitated,  though  her 
majesty  did  not  urge  one  word  of  complaint  or  in- 
quiry at  the  delay  of  the  prince's  visit.  Previous  to 
the  departure  of  Leopold,  the  queen  appeared  much 
.  embarrassed  and  affected,  and,  addressing  the  prince, 
said,  "  Do  you  not  think  that  the  death  of  my  Char- 
lotte was  too  sudden  to  be  naturally  accounted  for? 
and  do  you  think  it  not  very  likely  that  she  died  un- 
fairly ?w  The  prince  replied,  "  I  also  have  my  fears; 
but  I  do  not  possess  any  proof  of  it."  He  then 
said,  "  My  suspicions  were  further  excited  by  the  ex- 
cessive joy  the  royal  family  shewed  at  her  death; 
for  the  Regent  and  the  Duke  of  York  got  drunk 
upon  the  occasion."  These,  we  pledge  ourselves, 
were  his  highness9  own  words,  verbatim  et  literatim. 

About  this  time,  when  the  coronation  was  expected 
to  take  place  in  a  few  days,  her  majesty,  in  writing 
to  one  of  her  firmest  friends,  said, 

"  I  do  not  foresee  any  happy  result  likely  to  en- 
"  sue  from  my  attempting  to  get  into  the  Abbey;  for 
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1  my  own  part,  I  do  not  think  it  a  prudent  step. 
1  My  enemies  hold  the  reins  of  power,  and  most  of 
'  my  professed  friends  appear  rather  shy ;  so  I  feat 
'  the  advice  I  have  received  upon  the  subject. 
'  Alderman  Wood  intends  to  go  in  his  civic  capa- 
'  city,  which,  to  me,  is  very  unaccountable  indeed  | 
'  for  certainly,  if  I  ever  required  the  assistance  and 
'  presence  of  my  real  friends,  it  is  most  probable 
'  I  shall  need  both  at  such  a  period.  I  can  un- 
'  bosom  myself  to  you,  for  /  know  you  to  be  my 
'  realjriend;  believe  me,  I  do  not  assure  myself  that 
'  I  have  another  in  the  whole  world !    To  you  alone 

*  can  I  speak  freely  upon  the  death  of  my  child  and 
'  her  infant,  and  I  dare  tell  you,  I  yet  hope  to  see 
"  the  guilty  murderers  brought  to  condign  punish- 
'  merit.     I  say,  with  Shakespeare, 

"  •  Blood  will  bare  blood ! 

"  '  Stones  have  been  It  now  q  to  more,  and  trees  to  ■peak, 

"  '  To  bring  forth  the  secret  man  of  blood.' 

'  Such  is  my  earnest  hope;  may  it  yet  prove  true 
'  in  the  case  of  my  lovely  departed  daughter.  While 
'  her  remains  are  dwelling  in  the  gloomy  vault  of 
"  death,  her  father  and  his  associates  are  revelling 

*  in  the  most  abominable  debauchery,  endeavouring 
"  to  wash    that, — the  foul  stain,   the   eternal 
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M  stain, — from  their  remembrance.  Still  I  live  in 
"  expectation  that  the -dark  deed  will  be  avenged, 
"  and  the  perpetrators  meet  with  their  just  reward. 
"  The  deep-rolling  tide  of  my  enemies9  success 
against  me  will  find  a  mighty  barrier,  when  all 
shall  be  explained,  in  the  simple  and  unaffected 
language  of  truth.  Weak  and  presumptuous  as 
41  my  Lord  Liverpool  is,  I  did  not  believe  he  would 
"  dare  to  promise  one  thing,  and  act  the  reverse 
"  before  the  world.  I  did  think  he  was  too  anxious 
"  to  retain  a  name  for  honour,  if  he  merited  it  not ; 
"  but  I  am  deceived,  and  very  probably  not  for  the 
last  time.  You  will  sympathize  with  me ;  I  labour 
under  the  pressure  of  many  heavy  misfortunes,  and 
"  also  under  the  provocation  of  great  and  accumu- 
lated injustice.  Yes,  and  though  so  unfortunate, 
I  am  scarcely  at  liberty  to  lament  my  cruel  des- 
tiny. These  things  frequently  hang  heavy,  very 
"  heavy,  upon  my  heart ;  and  I  sometimes  reflect, 
with  inexpressible  astonishment,  upon  the  nerve 
with  which  I  still  bear  up  under  the  trying  burden. 
For  more  than  fourteen  years  I  have  been  a  victim 
to  perjury  and  conspiracy ;  my  enemies  were  in 
ambush  in  the  shade,  but  they  aimed  at  me  poi- 
soned arrows ;  they  watched,  most  eagerly  watched, 
"  for  the  moment  in  which  they  might  destroy  me, 
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«■  without  its  being  known  who  drew  the  bow,  or 
who  shot  the  shaft  You,  my  friend,  know  that 
I  delight  in  disseminating  happiness.  My  bliss  is 
to  diffuse  bliss  around  me ;  I  do  not  wish  misery 
to  be  known  within  the  circle  of  my  influence. 
I  covet  not  the  glory  arising  from  the  carnage  of 
"  battle,  which  fills  the  grave  with  untimely  dead, 
"  or  covers  the  earth  with  mutilated  forms.  I  wish 
"  you  distinctly  to  understand  me  upon  these 
M  several  subjects.  I  have  not  any  personal  feel- 
ings against  the  king,  in  my  own  case.  I  do  as- 
suredly pity  his  majesty,  that  he  should  allow 
"  himself  to  be  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  a  wicked  mi- 
"  nistry ;  but  my  cause  for  sorrow  is,  that  he  should 
44  leave  this  world  without  exposing  the  base  schemes 
"  formed  against  the  succession  and  life  of  his 
•'  royal  daughter.  If  his  majesty  will  make  restitu- 
a  tion  upon  this  point,  my  anxieties  would  be  in 
"  some  degree  relieved,  although  nothing  on  this 
"  side  the  grave  will  ever  make  any  atonement  for 
"  the  loss  of  such  an  amiable  and  well-formed  mind. 
"  Well  indeed  may  his  majesty  be  afraid  to  be  left 
"  alone ;  well  may  he  discharge  all  persons  from 
u  naming  the  departed  child  he  ought  to  have  pro- 
"  tected ;  at  this  I  do  not  wonder,  for  guilt  produces 
"  terror  and  dismay. 
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"  I  cannot  conclude  this  without  adverting  again 
"  to  the  pecuniary  difficulties  I  have  to  endure.  For 
"  nearly  eight  years,  I  have  given  up  fifteen  thou- 
"  sand  pounds  per  annum  out  of  the  annuity  al- 
"  lowed  me  by  parliament.  This  amounts  now  to 
"  above  one  hundred  thousand  pounds;  yet,  not- 
withstanding this,  I  am  refused  means  to  live  in 
a  respectable  style,  to  say  nothing  of  regal  state. 
All  the  royal  family  have  had  their  debts  paid, 
"  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence  received  his  arrears. 
"  The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  promised  I  should 
"  receive  an  outfit,  if  the  prosecution  against  me 
"  failed.  It  did  fail ;  but  I  have  received  no  outfit 
"  at  all, — not  even  the  value  of  one  shilling,— so 
"  that,  of  necessity,  I  am  involved  in  debt  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  thousand  pounds.  How  dif- 
ferently was  the  late  Queen  Charlotte  situated ; 
"  and,  since  her  demise,  more  than  twenty  thou- 
"  sand  pounds  per  annum  have  been  paid  in  pensions 
"  to  her  numerous  and  already  wealthy  household ! 
"  while  I  am  incapable  to  acknowledge  my  real  sen- 
"  timents  to  those  who  have  been  generous  to  me, 
"  even  at  the  expense  of  being  unjust  to  themselves, 
"  unless  I  do  it  from  borrowed  resources. 

"  You  will  not  feel  surprised  at  these  remarks. 
"  Alas !  I  wish  it  were  not  in  my  power  to  make 
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"  more  serious  ones ;   but  I  will  await,  with  firm- 
"  ness,  the  coronation. 

"  Believe  me  ever, 

"  Your  faithful  and  grateful  friend, 

«  C.  R." 

Nearly  at  the  same  time,  the  following  letter  was 
forwarded  to  the  same  friend  of  the  queen,  by  a  pro- 
fessional gentleman,  who  had  for  some  time  been 
employed  to  arrange  some  of  her  majesty's  affairs: 

"  You  may  indeed  rest  assured  that  no  considers 
"  tion  shall  induce  me  to  give  up  *  The  Docu- 
ments' I  hold,  relative  to  the  queen  and  her  lost, 
though  lamented,  daughter,  unless  you  require 
"  me  to  return  them  to  her  majesty,  or  to  entrust 
11  them  into  your  own  care.  For,  as  I  obtained 
11  them  from  no  other  motive  than  to  serve  the 
"  queen,  so  I  will  certainly  retain  them  and  use 
"  them  in  this  noble  cause,  without  regard  to  any 
u  personal  consideration,  or  convenience,  until  that 
"  object  be  fully  accomplished ;  and  feeling  (as  you 
u  do)  the  very  great  importance  of  such  proofs,  I 
"  will  defy  all  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  dispute 
"  the  matter  with  me.  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
11  very  candid  to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  my  con- 
"  fident  opinion  every  .effort  will  be  used  to  sup^ 
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press  all  testimony  which  may  have  a  tendency 
to  bring  the  family  into  disgrace.  With  whom 
"  to  trust  this  business,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine, 
"  as  it  would  no  doubt  be  considered  rather  a 
"  ticklish  affair.  I  have  thought  of  Dr.  Lushing- 
ton  ;  but,  as  you  are  better  acquainted  with  this 
learned  gentleman's  sentiments  and  opinions  upon 
"  her  majesty's  case  than  I  am,  I  beg  to  submit  the 
suggestion  for  your  serious  deliberation.  No  time 
ought  to  be  lost;  every  thing  that  can  be  done 
ought  to  be  done,  without  delay.  The  queen  is 
"  placed  in  the  most  serious  situation.  You  ought 
"  not  to  forget,  for  one  moment,  that  her  enemy  is 
"  her  sovereign ;  and  such  is  the  utter  absence  of 
"  principle  manifested  to  this  illustrious  lady  since 
"  her  left-handed  marriage  with  the  son  of  George 
u  the  Third,  that  every  person  must  fear  for  her 
"  safety,  unless  their  hearts  are  hard  as  adamant, 
"  and  themselves  actors  in  the  villanous  tragedy. 
I  give  my  opinion  thus  boldly,  because  I  know 
your  fidelity  to  the  queen  to  be  unshaken,  even 
"  amidst  all  the  rude  and  unmanly  clamours  raised 
"  against  her  friends  by  the  agents  of  her  tyrannical 
"  husband.  This  is,  and  ought  to  be,  your  satis- 
"  factory  reflection, — that  you  have  been  faithful  to 
"  this  innocent  and  persecuted  queen,  from  principle 
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"  alone.  *  Honourable  minds  will  yield  honourable 
*  meed/  and  to  such  you  are  justly  entitled.  To- 
*'  morrow  evening,  I  intend  to  give  you  further 
"  intelligence,  as  I  am  now  going  out  for  the  pur* 
"  pose  of  meeting  an  especial  enemy  of  her  ma* 
"  jesty,  by  whose  rancour  I  may  judge  the  course 
"  intended. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be," 

&c  &c.  &c.    »•••••. 

Continuation  from  the  same  to  the  same,  two  days 
after  the  foregoing. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  say  my  fears  were  not  groundless, 
"  as  I  learn,  from  the  first  authority,  that  the  king 
"  has  changed  his  opinion,  and  the  queen  will  not 
"  be  allowed  to  enter  the  Abbey.  The  seat  pro- 
"  vided  is  otherwise  disposed  of.  If  her  majesty's 
"  attorney  and  solicitor  generals  would  now,  without 
"  any  loss  of  time,  press  *  The  Documents9  upon 
"  the  notice  of  the  ministers,  either  by  petition  or 
"  remonstrance,  I  think  the  ceremony  would  be 
"  postponed,,  and  justice  be  finally  administered  to 
u  the  queen.  But  if  they  delay  this,  they  may 
"  assure  themselves  the  cause  of  their  royal  mistress 
u  will  be  lost  for  ever.  Her  majesty's  proofs  are  too 
"  astounding  to  be  passed  over  in  silence;   they 
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4i  would  forcibly  arouse  the  guilty,  and  such  facts 
"  at  such  a  time  ought  to  be  instantly  published. 
"  I  should  not  express  myself  with  such  ardour  upon 
"  these  solemn  points,  if  I  had  not  made  myself 
"  most  minutely  acquainted  with  every  bearing  of 
"  the  subject}  and  I  give  you  my  decisive  legal 
opinion,  that  *  The  Documents'  in  question  con- 
tain a  simple  statement  of  facts,  which  no  judge, 
"  however  instructed,  and  no  jury,  however  se- 
"  lected,  or  packed,  could  refute.  If,  however, 
"  fear  should  get  the  better  of  duty,  I  do  not 
"  doubt  sooner  or  later  the  country  will  have  cause 
"  to  repent  the  apathy  of  those  individuals  who 
were  most  competent  to  do,  or  cause  justice  to 
be  done  to  this  shamefully  injured  queen. 
"  I  have  not  entered  upon  these  opinions  from 
"  interested  views,  and  I  am  well  convinced  your 
"  motives  do  not  savour  of  such  baseness;  but  as 
"  disinterestedness  is  a  scarce  virtue,  and  so  little 
"  cultivated  in  this  boasted  land  of  liberty,  I  warn 
you  to  avoid  the  ensnaring  inquiries  of  those  by 
whom  you  may  most  probably  be  assailed* 

I  also  must  remind  you  that,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment,   her  majesty  is  watched  in  all  directions. 
Major  Williams  is  employed  by  the  government 
"  to  be  a  spy  upon  all  occasions,  and  drove  his  car- 
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"  riage  with  four  grey  horses  to  Epsom  test  races, 
"  and  remained  upon  the  ground  until  the  queen 
11  drove  away.  At  this  time,  he  occupied  an  ele- 
"  gantly  furnished  house  in  Sackville-street  P. 
"  Macqueen,  M.  P.,  a  protlg£  of  Lord  Liverpool's, 
"  was  doubtless  the  person  who  arranged  the  busi- 
"  ness  with  the  premier.  If  this  be  considered  du- 
44  bious  information,  I  will  forward  you  proofs 
"  which  will  set  the  matter  at  rest. 

"  I  scarcely  need  tell  you  that  the  case  of  her 
"  majesty  is  one  unprecedented  in  history,  and 
"  unheard  of  in  the  world.  The  king  and  his  mi- 
"  nisters  have  resolved  upon  her  destruction,  and  if 
"  the  royal  sufferer  be  not  destroyed  by  the  first 
*  plans  of  attempt,  I  indeed  fear  she  will  fall  a  vie- 
44  tim  to  similar  plans,  which,  I  doubt  not,  are  in 
"  a  forward  stage  of  preparation  against  her;  and 
"  how  can  the  queen  escape  from  the  grasp  of  such 
44  powerful  and  dishonourable  assailants?  All  their 
44  former  arrangements  and  stratagems,  to  which  they 
44  subscribed,  failed,  decidedly  failed ;  but  the  ma- 
"  lignity  which  instigated  those  plans  will,  without 
44  any  question,  furnish  materials  for  new  charges, 
44  and  supply  the  needful  reserve  to  complete  the 
"  destruction  of  a  lady,  whose  talents  are  envied, 
"  whose  knowledge  of  affairs  in  general  is  decwd 
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"  too  great,  and  whose  information  upon  family 
"  secrets  render  her  an  enemy  to  be  feared* 

"  I  see  in  this  mysterious  persecution  against  the 
"  queen,  the  intended  annihilation  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  nation  at  large;  and  I,  therefore, 
protest  against  the  innovation.  I  argue,  that 
"  which  was  unconstitutional  and  unprincipled  in 
"  William  the  Third  is  equally  dangerous  and  un- 
constitutional in  George  the  Fourth !  If  such 
unprecedented  injustice  be  allowed  in  the  case  of 
her  majesty,  where  must  we  look  for  an  impartial 
"  administration  of  justice?  and  how  may  we  rea- 
"  sonably  expect  that  violence  will  not  be  offered, 
"  if  other  means  fail,  to  accomplish  the  intended 
"  mischief?  In  case  of  indisposition,  what  may  not 
occur !  May  not  the  life  of  her  majesty  be  in  the 
greatest  jeopardy,  and  may  not  a  few  hours  ter- 
"  minate  her  mortal  existence?  These  are  que* 
"  tions  of  vital  importance;  they  do  not  only 
"  materially  affect  the  queen,  but,  through  the  same 
"  medium,  they  most  seriously  relate  to  every  in- 
"  dividual  of  the  community ;  and,  if  the  constitu- 
te tion  is  not  to  be  entirely  destroyed,  the  queen 
w  must  be  honourably  saved  from  the  overpowering 
"  grasp  °f  her  relentless  oppressors.  Her  majesty 
"  reminds  me  of  the  words  of  Seneca :    *  She  is 
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"  struggling  with  the  storms  of  Adversity,  and  rising 
"  superior  to  the  frowns  of  Persecution ;  this  is  a 
"  spectacle  that  even  the  gods  themselves  may  look 
"  down  upon  with  envy/ 
"  I  verily  believe  that  bold  and  energetic  mea- 
sures might  set  this  question  at  rest  for  ever,  but 
time  lost  is  lost  for  ever;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
retribution  can  only  slumber  for  a  short  period. 
"  I  beg  and  entreat  you  not  to  be  subdued  or  de- 
"  terred  by  the  arrogance  of  inconsistent  power, 
"  The  nation  is  insulted,  the  independence  of  the 
"  country  is  insulted ;  its  morality  and  patience  have 
"  been  outraged ! 

"  What  could  I  not  add  to  this  page  of  sorrow, 
"  this  blot  upon  our  land?  But  I  have  acted 
"  openly  and  honourably  to  you  in  this  unparalleled 
"  case,  and  have,  in  so  acting,  only  done  my 
"  duty. 

44  Excuse  haste,  and  allow  me  the  honour  to 
41  remain 

"  Your  most  obedient  and  respectful  servant, 


•'  July  12th." 


Such  are  the  recorded  sentiments  of  a  profes- 
sional gentleman,  who  volunteered  his  services  to  the 
queen  at  this  period  of  anxious  expectation.    He 
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hailed,  or  affected  to  hail,  the  appearance  of  the 
star  of  liberty,  whose  genial  rays  should  dispel  the 
gloom  of  the  desolating  power  of  her  enemies.  But, 
alas !  how  soon  were  such  opinions  changed  by  the 
gilded  wand  of  ministerial  power !  Pension  recon- 
ciled too  many  to  silence  upon  these  all-important 
subjects ;  even  he,  who  wrote  thus  boldly  in  defence 
of  an  injured  queen  and  her  murdered  daughter, 
shortly  afterwards  acted  the  very  reverse  of  his  duty 
for  the  sake  of  paltry  gain !  But,  independent  of  the 
lavish  means  which  ministers  then  possessed  of 
bribing  those  who  felt  inclined  to  bring  these  cri- 
minal matters  before  a  public  tribunal,  an  unmanly 
fear  of  punishment,  as  well  as  an  obsequiousness  to 
the  king  and  some  of  his  particular  friends,  operated 
on  the  dastardly  minds  of  pretended  patriots  and 
lovers  of  justice.  There  is  also  an  habitual  indo- 
lence which  prevents  many  from  concerning  them- 
selves with  any  thing  but  that  which  immediately 
affects  their  pecuniary  interest  Such  persons  would 
not  dare  to  inquire  into  the  actions  of  a  sovereign, 
however  infamous  they  might  be,  for  fear  of  suffer- 
ing a  fine  or  imprisonment  for  their  temerity.  The 
legal  punishments  attending  the  expression  of  dis- 
content against  the  king  are  so  severe,  and  the  ill- 
grounded  terrors  of  them  so  artfully  disseminated, 
that,  rather  than  incur  the  least  danger,  they  would 
submit  to  the  most  unjust  and  tyrannical  govern- 
ment. They  would  even  be  content  to  live  under 
the  Grand  Seignior,  so  long  as  they  might  eat,  drink, 
and  sleep  in  peace!     Had   the   lamented  Princess 
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Charlotte  been  the  daughter  of  a  cottager,  the  mys- 
terious circumstances  attending  her  death  would  have 
demanded  the  most  public  investigation.  But,  because 
a  powerful  prince  had  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
the  treatment  she  received,  it  was  deemed  imperti- 
nent, if  not  treasonable,  for  any  other  individual  to 
express  a  wish  for  further  inquiry !  Yet  such  is  the 
effect  of  political  artifice,  under  the  management  of 
court  sycophants,  that  the  middle  ranks  of  people 
are  taught  to  believe,  that  they  ought  not  to  trouble 
themselves  with  matters  that  occur  in  palaces j  that 
a  certain  set  of  men  come  into  the  world  like  demi- 
gods, possessed  of  right,  power,  and  intellectual 
abilities,  to  rule  the  earth  without  controul;  and 
that  free  inquiry  and  manly  remonstrance  are  the 
sin  of  sedition!  Thus  many  people  are  actually 
terrified,  through  fear  of  losing  their  wealth,  their 
liberty,  or  their  life,  into  silence  upon  subjects 
which  they  ought,  in  duty  to  their  God,  under  the 
principles  of  justice,  fearlessly  to  expose.  "Better 
pay  our  taxes  patiently,  and  remain  quiet  about 
state  crimes,"  say  they,  "  than,  by  daring  to  inves- 
tigate public  measures,  or  the  conduct  of  great 
men,  risk  a  prison  or  a  gibbet!"  But  let  us  hope 
that  such  disgraceful  sentiments  are  not  now  to  be 
found  in  the  breast  of  any  Englishman,  however 
humble  his  condition.  Our  noble  ancestors  were 
famed  for  seeing  justice  administered,  as  well  to  the 
poor  as  to  the  rich.  If,  therefore,  we  suffer  personal 
fear  to  conquer  duty,  we  are  traitors  to  posterity,  as 
well  as  cowardly  deserting  a  trust  which  they  who 
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confided  it  are  prevented  by  death  from  guarding  or 
withdrawing.  We  know  that  this  justice  has  been 
lamentably  neglected,  though  we  do  not  yet  despair 
of  seeing  it  overtake  the  guilty,  however  lofty  their 
station  may  be  in  society. 
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The  coronation  of  George  the  Fourth,  which  had 
been  postponed  from  time  to  time,  at  length  took 
place  on  the  1 9th  of  July.  We  think,  situated  as  her 
majesty  then  was,  she  ought  to  have  been  attended 
to  the  Abbey  by  all  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
whose  courage  and  honour  had  permitted  them  to 
espouse  and  support  her  cause;  and,  with  such  a 
phalanx,  could  she  have  been  refused  admittance? 
Instead  of  such  arrangement,  however,  her  majesty 
went  at  an  early  hour,  accompanied  by  two  ladies 
and  one  gentleman  ! — was  refused  admittance  at  the 
first  door,  and  sought  for  entrance  at  another,  with 
the  same  ill  success.  It  was  true,  her  majesty  had 
not  an  imperative  right  to  be  crowned,  though  she 
had  an  undoubted  title  to  be  present  at  the  cere* 
mony  of  her  husband's  coronation.  Nay,  claiming 
her  right  of  admission  in  the  character  of  cousin  to 
his  majesty,  ought  to  have  entitled  her  to  very  dif- 
ferent treatment  Her  majesty  would  not  have  en- 
croached  upon  another's  privileges,  by  entering 
Westminster  Hall,  because  that  might  be  considered 
the  king's  dining  room;  and  the  queen  was  too  well 
informed  to  pass  the  boundary  of  privilege. 
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The  coronation  of  George  the  Fourth,  which  had 
been  postponed  from  time  to  time,  at  length  took 
place  on  the  19th  of  July.  We  think,  situated  as  her 
majesty  then  was,  she  ought  to  have  been  attended 
to  the  Abbey  by  all  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
whose  courage  and  honour  had  permitted  them  to 
espouse  and  support  her  cause;  and,  with  such  a 
phalanx,  could  she  have  been  refused  admittance? 
Instead  of  such  arrangement,  however,  her  majesty 
went  at  an  early  hour,  accompanied  by  two  ladies 
and  one  gentleman  ! — was  refused  admittance  at  the 
first  door,  and  sought  for  entrance  at  another,  with 
the  same  ill  success.  It  was  true,  her  majesty  had 
not  an  imperative  right  to  be  crowned,  though  she 
had  an  undoubted  title  to  be  present  at  the  cere- 
mony of  her  husband's  coronation.  Nay,  claiming 
her  right  of  admission  in  the  character  of  cousin  to 
his  majesty,  ought  to  have  entitled  her  to  very  dif- 
ferent treatment  Her  majesty  would  not  have  en- 
croached upon  another's  privileges,  by  entering 
Westminster  Hall,  because  that  might  be  considered 
the  king's  dining  room ;  and  the  queen  was  too  well 
informed  to  pass  the  boundary  of  privilege. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  July,  Lord  and 
Lady  Hood  slept  at  Cambridge  House,  and,  after 
retiring  for  the  night,  they  were  disturbed  by  the 
announcement  that  a  messenger  waited  from  Mr. 
Brougham  to  see  Lord  Hood*  His  lordship  saw  the 
messenger,  whose  business  was  to  say,  "  If  Lord 
Hood  wanted  any  tickets  for  the  coronation,  he 
might  have  as  many  as  he  pleased/9  Lord  Hood 
said,  "  I  have  my  own,  and  that  is  quite  enough;  I 
need  no  more/9  It  becomes  a  wise  general  to  pro- 
vide against  the  inroad  of  an  enemy,  and  Lord  Hood 
ought,  and  was  in  duty  bound,  to  have  accepted 
Mr.  Brougham's  offer  of  tickets,  though  that  offer 
was  made  so  secretly,  and  at  such  a  kite  hour. 
Lord  Hood  was  either  not  sufficiently J?r?n  in  the  in- 
terest of  her  majesty,  or  else  some  previous  under- 
standing had  existed  upon  the  subject  of  these 
tendered  tickets;  for  all  well-dressed  ladies  were  ad- 
mitted upon  the  presentation  of  a  ticket,  and  the 
name  never  required.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt 
that  the  king  had  positive  fears  of  the  arrival  of  her 
majesty,  because  his  carriage  was  kept  in  waiting  to 
convey  him  to  Carlton  House,  should  the  queen  be 
announced.  Well  might  he  say  to  the  bearers  of  his 
train,  "  Hold  it  wider/'  Yes,  indeed,  he  required 
room  to  breathe,  for  conscience  is  an  obtrusive 
monitor,  as  well  as  a  privileged  guest,  in  all  com- 
panies. 

In  addition   to  the  negligence  of  the  professed 

friends  of  the  queen,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  that  the 

ministers  had  prepared  means,  very  demeaning,  as 


well  as  perfectly  unconstitutional.  A  covered  boat 
was  in  waiting  at  the  back  of  the  hall,  on  the 
Thames,  to  convey  the  queen  (if  deemed  needful) 
to  the  Tower ;  but,  some  persons  of  principle  and 
property  being  aware  of  this  abuse  of  power,  many 
boats  were  upon  the  river,  to  render  assistance,  if 
required,  to  an  insulted  queen.  Eight  regiments  of 
soldiers  were  in  and  near  London,  five  of  which 
were  the  determined  friends  of  the  queen! 
Was  it  not  rather  a  peculiar  circumstance  that  Alder- 
man Wood  (who  was  in  the  procession  of  the  lord 
mayor)  was  the  loudest  in  bis  applause  to  the  king? 
But,  before  we  conclude  this  work,  our  readers  will 
have  no  reason  to  be  surprised  at  this  conduct  of  the 
inconsistent  and  interested  alderman.  It  was  like- 
wise very  strange,  that  Lord  Liverpool,  the  then 
first  lord  of  the  Treasury,  was  not  present  at  the 
coronation  !  From  whence  was  this  unusual  non- 
attendance  upon  the  monarch  to  be  attributed?  Be- 
cause Lord  Liverpool,  seeing  the  danger  likely  to 
result  from  the  refusal  of  her  majesty  to  the  corona- 
tion, had  advised  the  king  to  receive  bis  consort. 
At  first,  his  majesty  consented,  but  shortly  after- 
wards retracted  his  promise.  Lord  Liverpool,  how* 
ever,  had  caused  this  permission  of  his  majesty  for 
the  queen's  presence  at  the  coronation  to  be  made 
known  to  her,  and  a  plan  of  the  interior  of  the 
Abbey  was  enclosed  at  the  same  time,  in  which  a 
seat  was  expressly  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  her 
majesty.  We  can  positively  assure  our  readers  of  the 
truth  of  this;    for,   two  evenings  previous  to  the 
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coronation,  we  were  sitting  with  one  of  her  majesty's 
private  friends,  when  the  servant  brought  in  a  note, 
which  that  friend  read  with  the  greatest  vivacity.  It 
contained  an  assurance,  that  the  king  had  consented 
to  her  majesty's  being  received  at  the  banquet,  and  a 
plan  was  produced,  exhibiting  a  seat,  in  which  the 
queen  and  her  attendants  were  to  sit.  Her  majesty's 
impression  was,  we  can  confidently  say,  "  That  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool  had  advised  the  king  to  permit 
her  to  be  received,  in  order  to  prevent  ill  con- 
sequences; for  that,  in  case  any  riot  should  take 
place  during  the  procession,  the  king  might  have 
been  smothered  in  the  crowd!9*  The  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool, however,  had  disobliged  his  majesty  in  the 
November  previous,  by  abandoning  the  Bill  of  Pains 
and  Penalties ;  but  what  else  could  he  have  done? 
If  sentence  had  been  passed  against  her,  the  mighty 
rush  of  public  opinion  would  have  probably  over- 
whelmed the  whole  regal  circle.  Doubtless,  Earl 
Lauderdale  had  given  his  royal  master  another  ver- 
sion of  the  matter,  as,  from  his  representation,  the 
king  again  refused  to  see  his  consort;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  most  arbitrary  measures  were 
taken  to  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  queen 
at  the  coronation.  We  must  also  place  upon  re- 
cord that,  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  Lord 
Lauderdale's  honours  {extra  knight  of  the  thistle, 
&c.)  appeared  in  the  Gazette,  which  were,  no  doubt, 
bestowed  upon  him  for  his  avowed  enmity  to  the 
queen. 

We  are  sorry  that  Lord  Hood,  her  majesty's  only 


mate  attendant  to  the  coronation,  did  not'  act  a  little 
more  as  became  his  duty  to  his  royal  mistress  on  this 
trying  occasion.  His  lordship  offered  neither  re- 
sistance nor  remonstrance  to  the  insult  of  refusing 
her  majesty  an  admittance  to  the  Abbey;  but  tamely, 
not  to  say  cowardly,  submitted  to  it,  as  he  imme- 
diately led  the  queen  to  her  carriage !  Yet  Lord 
Hood  was  a  peer !  but,  gentle  reader,  he  w*s  also 
a — pensioner!  We  put  the  question  to  every 
honest-hearted  Englishman,  what  force  would  have 
dared  to  oppose  the  queen's  entry  into  the  Abbey,  if 
she  had  been  properly  surrounded  and  attended  by 
her  legal  advisers  and  friends?  Had  such  been  the 
case,  the  "  accomplished  gentleman"  would  have 
met  his  injured,  basely-treated  wife,  whose  gaze 
must  have  brought  a  blush  upon  his  guilty  cheek. 
Such  an  unexpected  visit  had  been  contrary  to  his 
royally-fixed  determination,  as  he  then  would  have 
u  met  her  in  public." 

The  English  character  has  ever  been  proverbial  for 
morality,  gallantry,  justice,  and  humanity ;  though 
we  cannot  help  thinking  it  suffered  a  little  degrada- 
tion when  the  queen  was  refused  admittance  to  the 
scene  of  her  husband's  coronation.  This,  indeed, 
is  a  blot  upon  the  annals  of  our  country,  which  the 
stream  of  time  will  never  be  able  to  wash  away. 
History  cannot  forget  the  conduct  of  the  sovereign 
in  this  instance,  who,  when  about  to  enter  into  a  so* 
lemn  compact  with  his  people,  and  while  calling  the 
Omnipotent  God  to  witness  his  faith  and  sincerity, 
"  that  he  will  most  truly  deal  out  justice,  and  love 
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mercy,  in  his  kingly  station,"  at  the  same  moment 
refused  both  to  his  own  wife !  Let  not  such  vin- 
dictive and  disgraceful  conduct  be  forgotten,  when 
the  taste  and  elegant  manners  of  George  the  Fourth 
are  extolled ! 

Amongst  the  gay  throng  of  fawning  courtiers  that 
attended  this  ceremony  was  the  Marquis  of  London* 
deny,  whose  glittering  appendages  and  costly  array 
were  of  an  unusual  quality.  Yet,  gorgeous  as  was 
the  sight,  the  absence  of  the  queen  rendered  the 
coronation  pomp  an  uninteresting  scene  of  solemn 
mockery  in  its  character,  and  an  insulting  imposition 
to  the  nation,  who,  while  hearing  the  royal  engage- 
ments made  to  them,  nationally  and  individually, 
saw  the  first  law  of  nature  inverted  by  the  very  per- 
sonage for  whom  this  "  mighty  show"  was  designed. 
But  are  we  not  justified  in  supposing  that  George  the 
Fourth  possessed  but  a  weak  understanding,  a  frail 
heart,  and  strong  prejudices,  and  that  his  judgment 
was  perverted  by  bad  counsel  ?  Had  his  majesty 
been  a  sensible  man,  he  would  have  perceived  that 
all  the  advantages  of  his  rank  and  station  were  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  his  fellow-men,  and  would  not 
have  squandered  the  national  wealth  upon  unworthy 
characters.  The  title  of  king  carries  no  such  charm 
with  it  as  to  exempt  its  possessor  from  any  of  those 
infirmities  which  are  incidental  to  his  species;  but 
he  is  doomed  to  drag  about  with  him  a  frail  tene- 
ment of  clay,  sometimes  well  and  sometimes  ill 
shaped,  and  liable  every  moment  to  be  dissolved,  and 
reduced  to  a  state  of  putrefaction,  in  common  with 
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all  those  who  contribute,  by  their  labour,  to  its 
support.  But  bow  differently  did  George  the  Fourth 
consider  bis  title  and  power  at  this  period  of  his 
vanity!  He  concealed,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
defects  of  his  nature  from  "  vulgar  eyes,"  by  ex* 
hibtting  himself  on  a  public  stage,  in  borrowed 
plumes,  like  the  jackdaw  in  the  fable,  who  as* 
tonished  his  fellow-daws  by  assuming  the  gaudy 
plumage  of  the  peacock.  Thousands  of  weak  mortals 
flocked  about  the  royal  actor,  and  expressed  such 
extreme  delight  at  the  pageant  scene,  that  we  could 
hardly  wonder  to  find  him  and  his  created  nobles  so 
inflated  with  pride  as  to  consider  themselves  of  a  su- 
perior nature  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  to  believe 
that  those  who  so  much  admired  their  external  ap- 
pendages were  born  to  be  their  slaves.  We  deprecate 
such  grovelling  servility  in  the  people  as  much  as  we 
pity  the  pride  of  the  nobles.  As  well  might  a  worm 
or  a  grub,  when  decorated  with  the  ephemeral  wings 
of  a  butterfly,  look  contemptuously  on  the  crawling 
snail! 

But  a  few  years  before  the  insult  was  offered  to 
the  queen  at  the  coronation,  her  brother,  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick,  had  fallen  in  the  field  of  battle,  while 
bravely  fighting  against  Napoleon  at  Waterloo.  Her 
majesty  was  now,  therefore,  bereft  of  every  natural 
connexion,  save  her  vindictive  and  cruel  husband ; 
and  history  hardly  presents  a  more  trying  situation 
than  that  in  which  the  persecuted  and  shamefully* 
treated  Queen  of  England  was  placed. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  distinguished  himself 
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upon  the  queen's  trial,  by  pronouncing  judgment 
against  her  majesty  without  hearing  the  evidence  in 
her  favour,  was  the  boroughmonger  selected  to  bear 
the  "  sword  of  mercy  "  before  the  king  at  the  coro- 
nation !  We  ought  not,  probably,  to  find  fault  with 
the  choice  of  George  the  Fourth  in  this  instance ;  as 
the  duke's  subsequent  acts  have  proved  him  so 
worthy  of  being  the  bearer  of  such  an  emblem, — to 
which  the  people  of  Newark  can  fully  testify ! 

Upon  her  majesty's  arrival  at  Brandenburgh 
House,  after  being  refused  admittance  to  the  coro- 
nation, she  took  a  cup  of  tea,  and  then  retired  to 
her  room  for  nearly  four  hours.  In  this  interval,  the 
queen  resolved  to  visit  Scotland ;  she  wrote  to  Lord 
Liverpool  upon  the  subject,  and  requested  his  lord- 
ship to  apprize  the  king  of  her  intention.  This  let- 
ter was  received  by  his  lordship,  and  answered  in  the 
usual  strain,  "  that  he  (Lord  Liverpool)  had  laid  her 
majesty's  letter  before  the  king,  but  had  not  received 
his  majesty's  commands  thereon."  In  the  interme- 
diate time,  it  was  announced,  the  king  would  visit 
Ireland ;  and  his  majesty  left  Carlton  House  at  half- 
past  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  31st  of  July,  on  his  way 
to  Portsmouth  for  Dublin. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  the  evening  previous  to  the 
king's  departure,  her  majesty  visited  the  theatre, 
and  was  much  indisposed,  but  would  not  be  per- 
suaded to  retire  before  the  performance  was  con- 
cluded; indeed,  it  was  the  queen's  usual  line  of  con- 
duct not  to  disturb  any  public  assembly  by  retiring 
earlier  than  was  positively  needful.    Before  her  ma- 
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jesty  went  to  the  theatre,  she  felt  indisposed,  but 
declined  remaining  at  home,  for  fear  of  disappoint- 
ing the  people.     When  her  majesty  returned  from  • 
the  theatre,  she  was  very  sick,  and  had  much  pain  in 
her  bowels  the  next  day.     In  the  afternoon  of  this 
day,  Dr.  Holland  called,  apparently  by  chance,  and, 
on  feeling  her  pulse,   said  she  must  have  further 
advice.     She  objected,  as  having  most  confidence  in 
him,  who  had  travelled  with  her ;  but  to  satisfy  his 
mind,   her  majesty  said  he  might  bring  whom  he 
liked.     Next   day    (Wednesday)    he  brought   Dr. 
Ainslie,  who  desired  to  have  more  assistance  called 
in;  and  on  Thursday  morning,  Dr.  Warren  accom- 
panied the  other  two,  both  king's  physicians,  accord- 
ing to  etiquette,  we  believe.     Previous  to  this,  she 
seemed  much  surprised  herself  at  her  illness,  and 
said  to  Dr.  Holland,  "  DO  YOU  THINK  I  AM 
POISONED?"     This  day  she  was  told,  they  hoped 
things  would  end  well ;  but  if  she  had  any  papers  of 
consequence,  she  had  better  dispose  of  them,  as,  in 
the  event  of  her  decease,  every  thing  must  go  to  the 
king,  or  the  ministers, — we  forget  which.     At  this, 
she  astonished  them  all  by  her  greatness  of  mind ; 
for  her  majesty  did  not  betray  the  slightest  agitation, 
but  immediately  and  coolly  answered — "  O  yes,  I 
understand  you;    it  shall  be  done."     She  sat  up 
almost  the  whole  of  that  night  with  her  maid  Bru- 
nette only,  burning  letters,  papers,  and  MS.  books. 
She    then    called  Hyronemus  (her  maifre  d1)6tel) 
and  made  him  swear  to  burn  every  thing  she  gave 
him  in  the  kitchen  fire.     More  letters,  papers,  ancj 
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MS.  books  were  then  given  him,  besides  a  large  folio 
book,  full,  or  nearly  so,  of  her  own  writing.  It  was 
about  two  feet  long,  and  five  or  six  inches  thick* 
and  bound.  This  book  she  always  said  contained 
the  whole  history  of  her  life  ever  since  she  came  to 
this  country,  together  with  the  characters  of  the 
different  persons  she  had  been  intimate  with.  Be- 
sides papers,  she  sorted  all  her  little  trinkets, 
wrapped  them  in  separate  papers,  and  wrote  herself 
the  names  of  all  b$r  different  friends  who  were  to 
have  them,  charging  Brunette  to  dispose  of  them 
after  her  death  according  to  the  directions;  but 
these  presents  never  reached  their  destination. 

From  Thursday,  her  majesty  seemed  regularly  to 
get  worse,  and  the  inquiries  after  her  health  by  the 
people  at  large  were  equal  to  the  interest  she  had 
raised  in  the  country.  It  was  pretty  generally  said 
that  her  majesty's  danger  arose  from  a  stoppage  in 
the  bowels.  Various  were  the  remedies  prescribed; 
and,  among  innumerable  others,  a  bottle  of  Croton 
OiU  with  the  following  kind  letter,  was  sent  to  an 
individual  of  her  majesty's  household: 


At 


Sir, 
I  am  aware  that  nothing  but  the  great,  the  very  great,  danger 
her  majesty  ia  in  would  excuse  this  unauthorised  intrusion  j  but, 
learning  from  the  papers  the  nature  of  her  majesty's  complaint,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  forward  to  yon,  with  the  view  of  having  it 
handed  to  Doctor  Maton,  or  Dr.  Warren,  a  medicine  of  strong 
aperient  properties,  called  "  Croton  Oil,"  one  drop  of  which  Is  a 
dose.  There  is  no  doubt  bat  it  is  known  to  some  of  her  majesty's 
medical  advisers.  It  is  but  lately  known  in  this  country.  It  may 
be  proper  to  observe  that  Doctor  Pemberton  has  kinuetf  taken  \U 
I  have  given  it  to  more  than  one  person  ;  its  operation  is  quick  and 
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sate.  Two  drops,  wben  made  into  pills  with  bread,  usually  produce 
alviae  evacaatkras  in  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  hoar.  It  has  struck 
me  that  this  medicine  may  be  administered  with  success  to  her 
majesty.  At  all  events,  I  can  have  done  no  harm  in  taking  the 
liberty  to  suggest  it.  Fearful  of  appearing  anxious  to  make  myself 
obtrusive,  I  have  declined  giving  my  name. 

"  Year's  respectfully, 

"  A  CHEMIST." 

■■  Some  suspicion  may,  perhaps,  be  attached  to  the  circumstance 
of  this  letter  being  anonymous.  I  can  only  answer,  that  Dr.  War* 
ren  or  Dr.  Maton  will  know  the  medicine  to  be  what  it  is  repre- 
sented ;  if  not,  the  chemist  at  Hammersmith  may  be  referred  to. 

"  God  save  tbb  Queen  !" 

Both  the  medicine  and  the  letter  were  referred 
to  Dr.  Pemberton,  of  Great  George-street,  Hanover* 
square,  who  used  to  attend  her  majesty,  but  had 
been  obliged  to  give  up  practice  from  suffering  with 
the  "tic  douloureux."  The  poor  old  man  came, 
though  bent  double  with  pain,  saw  the  remedy,  and 
gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  "  that,  if  a  passage 
cannot  be  obtained  in  any  other  way,  I  certainly 
would  try  this,  which  is  sure  to  have  effect,  as 
without  it  her  majesty  must  die;  I  have,  indeed, 
taken  two  drops  of  it  myself,  therefore  the  queen 
might  very  safely  take  one/9 

When  the  king's  physicians  were  told  Dr.  Pem* 
berton's  opinion,  they  still  persisted  that  they  could 
not  take  it  upon  themselves  to  give  her  majesty  the 
medicine! 

No  one  was  suffered  to  approach  the  queen  but 
the  king's  physicians,  except  in  their  presence,  though 
her  majesty  most  anxiously  asked  for  William  Austin* 
saying,  "  How  odd  it  is  that  he  never  comes 
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me;"  in  the  meanwhile,  he  was  weeping  bitterly 
outside  the  door,  but  was  always  told,  either  "  the 
queen  is  asleep/'  or  else,  "  too  ill  to  see  him/'  Her 
majesty's  sufferings  must  have  been  dreadful,  and 
they  seemed  to  come  on  periodically,  when  her  cries 
could  be  heard  in  all  the  adjacent  rooms,  and  then  it 
appeared  that  the  doctors  dosed  her  with  laudanum, 
which,  of  course,  added  to  the  constipation  of  her 
bowels,  as  well  as  rendered  her  quite  insensible  when 
her  friends  did  see  her.  Her  majesty  seemed  most 
partial  to  Dr.  Holland,  who  sat  up  with  her  every 
night,  till  Saturday,  when  she  was  a  little  better ; 
but,  being  called  to  town,  he  left  her  majesty  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Ainslie,  we  think.  Next  morning, 
being  Sunday,  her  majesty  got  up  and  dressed  her* 
self,  and  sat  in  her  chair.  Either  in  the  night  or  in 
the  morning,  Dr.  Ainslie  brought  her  majesty  a 
draught  to  take,  which  the  queen  dashed  out  of  his 
hand,  in  a  very  marked  manner,  spilt  it,  and  said, 
"  I  am  well ;  do  you  not  see  I  am  well,  Sir  ?  I  want 
no  physic."  At  which,  Dr.  Ainslie  felt  somewhat 
offended,  as  well  he  might 

On  the  Sunday  before  her  death,  her  majesty  said, 
44  I  should  much  like  to  take  the  sacrament ;  and  I 
desire  that  the  clergyman  who  does  the  duty  at 
Hammersmith  may  be  sent  for  to  administer  it" 
Application  was  immediately  made ;  but  the  gentle* 
man  said,  "  I  cannot  administer  it,  without  leave 
from  the  rector,  who  is  now  at  Richmond."  A  mes- 
senger went  to  Richmond,  and  found  that  the  rector 
had  gone  to  dine  in  London,  and  that  the  clergyman 
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must  either  go  there  to  him,  or  solicit  permission 
from  the  king's  ministers!  Notwithstanding  this 
unfeeling  piece  of  tyranny,  her  majesty  said,  "  1  do 
not  doubt  but  my  ititentions  will  be  accepted  by 
God,  the  same  as  if  I  had  been  permitted  to  receive 
it"  The  queen  was  truly  an  example  of  patience 
and  resignation,  for  she  never  repined,  not  even  in 
her  most  agonizing  moments.  Her  majesty,  alas! 
too  well  knew  she  must  eventually  be  the  victim  of 

TYRANNY. 

Let  every  thinking  being  contrast  the  profession 
of  Christianity  with  the  contemptible  procedure  set 
forth  in  the  anecdote  just  related.  At  the  time  her 
majesty  requested  to  receive  the  sacrament,  she  be* 
lieved  herself  near  death ;  and,  in  accordance  with 
the  sentiments  and  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, she  very  naturally  desired  to  express  her  re- 
liance on  the  Saviour  by  receiving  this  ordinance ; 
yet  even  this  gratification  was  denied  her,  until  she 
was  sinking  into  the  embrace  of  death !  This  dis- 
graceful circumstance  is  almost  without  a  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  persecution.  A  virtuous  and  noble- 
minded  queen,  lying  on  the  bed  of  death,  which 
had  been  prepared  for  her  by  the  hand  of  cruel  and 
ill-judged  Malignity,  was  refused  this  last  comfort  of 
religion ;  while  a  felon,  who  may  have  imbued  his 
hands  in  the  blood  of  his  fellow-creature,  is  allowed 
to  receive  this  emblem  of  salvation  previous  to  his 
transition  from  time  to  eternity!  Here,  then,  is 
sufficient  to  inform  "  The  Many"  of  the  policy  of 
the  "  Established  Church."    May  we  not  ask  how 


16 

far  the  English  clergy  are  removed  from  Popery  ? 
as  it  is  evident  that  the  attentions  of  a  rector  or  a 
bishop  (under  the  crown)  are  equally  difficult  to  be 
obtained  as  the  Catholics  believe  those  of  St.  Peter 
to  be! 

In  contemplating  the  above  exposure  of  malice, 
many  questions  naturally  suggest  themselves ;  for 
instance,  What  could  prevent  the  curate's  immediate 
attention  to  the  wish  of  the  dying  queen  ?  for  had 
even  the  meanest  parishioner  desired  it,  he  must  have 
attended  to  the  request.  What  was  meant  by  asking 
leave  of  "  the  rector,  or  the  king's  ministers,'9  who 
were  at  some  distance  from  the  abode  of  sorrow? 
Was  it  not  intended  to  add  fresh  insults  to  injuries 
already  too  deep  ?  Did  the  ministry  think  thereby 
to  prevent  an  encroachment  upon  his  majesty's  com- 
forts in  the  world  to  come,  (as  he  had  declared*  that 
he  never  again  would  meet  the  queen)  and,  by  re- 
fusing the  outward  rites  of  the  church,  shut  the 
door  of  hope  in  the  sufferer's  face? 

Her  majesty,  in  her  agony,  frequently  exclaimed, 
"  I  know  I  am  dying,— THEY  HAVE  KILLED 
ME  AT  LAST!  but  I  forgive  all  my  enemies, 
even  Dumont,"  her  maid  Brunette's  sister,  who  had 
done  her  majesty  the  greatest  injury, — "  I  charge 
you  (turning  to  her  maid  Brunette)  to  tell  her  so." 
Brunette  and  her  majesty's  maitre  d'hdtel,  Hyrone- 
mus,  wished  to  marry.  Her  majesty  called  them  to 
her,  and  joined  their  hands  over  her  body,  (one 
standing  on  each  side  of  the  couch)  and  charged 
Hyronemus  to  be  kind  to  Brunette*    Her  majesty 
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then  told  them,  she  had  left  them  all  her  linen  (by 
right,  belonging  to  her  lady  in  waiting)  and  two  of 
her  carriages.  On  Tuesday,  her  majesty  became 
much  worse,  and  moaned  terribly  with  pain,  from 
four  o'clock  till  ten  at  night,  when  she  rapidly  grew 
weaker,  till  Dr.  Holland,  with  the  awful  watch  in  his 
hand,  feeling  her  pulse,  at  last  closed  her  majesty's 
evelids,  and  declared  "  All  is  over !" 

Malice  and  Crime  had  now  done  their  worst ;  the 
fatal  blow  had  been  struck,  and  Caroline,  the  injured 
and  innocent  Queen  of  England  was  for  ever  relieved 
from  her  despicable  and  heartless  persecutors ! 


H 


O,  what  a  noble  mind  was  here  o'erthrown !" 


Every  person  now  left;  the  room,  except  Dr.  Lush- 
ington  (one  of  the  executors)  and  Lady  Hamilton. 
Dr.  Lushington  said,  "  You,  my  lady,  or  Lady 
Hood,  must  not  quit  the  body."  Lady  Hamilton 
replied,  "  Then,  sir,  let  it  be  me."  Shortly  after- 
wards, the  alderman  and  Mrs.  Wood  went  into  the 
chamber  of  death,  the  alderman  offering  the  services 
of  his  wife  to  assist  in  the  last  sad  duties  to  the  la- 
mented queen.  In  the  interval,  Brunette,  the  queen's 
maid,  said  that  her  majesty  had  desired  no  one  might 
go  near  her  body  except  herself;  and  Dr.  Lushington 
complied  with  the  request  Lady  Hamilton  observed, 
Brunette  was  not  strong  enough  to  move  the  body ; 
Brunette,  therefore,  chose  the  housemaid  to  assist  her. 
Shortly  afterwards,  Dr.  Lushington  requested  Lady 
Hamilton's  presence  again ;  and,  upon  her  appear* 
ance  in    the  gloomy  chamber,  'said,    "  Now,   you 

▼OL.  H,  B 


18 

must  remain  here ;  and  promise  me  not  to  lift  up 
the  sheet  which  covers  the  body,  or  permit  any  one 
else  to  do  so.n  Lady  Hamilton  promised ;  wbea 
very  soon  afterwards  Mrs.  Wood  went  into  the  room, 
as  she  said,  "■  to  have  a  peep."  Lady  Hamilton  pre- 
vented it,  saying,  she  had  given  her  word,  and  Mrs. 
Wood  must  therefore  desist  The  body,  very 
speedily  after  life  was  extinct,  became  much  dis- 
coloured, and,  though  it  was  washed  and  prepared 
for  the  grave-clothes  in  less  than  two  hours  after  the 
decease,  it  exhibited  a  very  great  change,  as  well  as 
being  much  swollen.  The  housemaid  who  assisted 
Brunette  to  prepare  her  majesty  for  the  grave- 
clothes,  said,  the  body  turned  quite  black  before 
their  task  was  finished,  and  swelled  exceedingly, 
and  on  the  following  Thursday  became  quite  offen- 
sive, when  the  leaden  coffin  arrived.  On  the  Mon- 
day after,  the  rooms  were  lighted  up,  and  hung 
with  black,  for  her  majesty  to  lie  in  state  !  Oh !  sad 
mockery  to  her  persecuted  remains ! 

The  housemaid,  who  helped  Brunette  to  lay  her 
majesty  out,  was  quite  disgusted  at  the  unfeeling 
manner  in  which  Brunette  performed  this  sad  duty ; 
for  she  tossed  the  body  about  most  indecently;  and, 
when  remonstrated  with  for  such  behaviour,  said, 
"  La !  I  mind  her  no  more  than  an  old  hen!!!"  The 
morning  after  her  majesty's  death,  Lady  Anne  Ha* 
Tmlton's  own  maid  went  creeping  into  Brunette's 
room,  expecting  to  find  some  show  of  grief,  at  least, 
for  the  loss  of  so  good  a  mistress.  What,  then,  was 
her  astonishment  to  find  her  up,  dressed,  and  in  the 
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highest  spirits !  "  I  never  was  so  happy,*  said  she, 
"  in  all  my  life.  I  can  now  get  up  when  I  like,  go 
to  bed  when  I  like,  and  do  every  thing  as  I  like !" 

Previous  to  the  funeral,  some  difficulty  arose  from 
an  uncertainty  where  the  deceased  queen  had  kept 
bar  cash ;  and,  without  any  ceremony,  Mr.  Wilde 
took  up  her  majesty's  watch,  (the  one  presented  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Coventry,  and  which  was  very 
valuable)  and  said,  "  I  will  advance  forty  pounds* 
and  return  the  watch  when  the  money  is  paid!!!" 
Yet,  at  the  time  of  her  majesty's  death,  she  must 
have  been  in  possession  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred pounds !  because  Mr.  Obequina  had  advanced 
the  queen,  but  a  few  days  before  her  death,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  pounds ;  and  it  was  an  indisputable 
fret,  that  not  more  than  four  or  five  hundred  pounds 
had  been  expended  out  of  this  sum.  The  queen 
deposited  this  money  where  she  always  kept  her 
trinkets,  in  a  small  blue  box.  In  this  box  also  her 
majesty  frequently  kept  the  Coventry  watch,  (which 
she  seldom  wore)  as  well  as  two  miniature  pictures 
of  herself.  This  identical  box,  the  executors  gave 
into  the  care  of  Lord  Hood ;  but  he  very  properly 
refused  to  receive  it,  until  they  locked  it  and  took 
the  key.  Dr.  Lushington  promised  one  of  the 
miniatures  to  Lady  Hamilton,  and  the  other  to  Wil- 
liam Austin,  the  prot£g£  of  the  ill-fated  queen ;  but, 
up  to  this  period,  such,promise  fra?  not  been  fulfilled 
in  either  case. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  queen,  in  her  jocular 
moments,  used  to  »y,   "  They  did  pot  like  my 
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young  bones,  so  they  shall  not  have  my  old  ones  ;M 
and,  in  her  last  illness,  her  majesty  unfortunately 
added,  "  and  that  as  soon  as  possible/9  This  formed 
an  excuse  for  the  tools  of  George  the  Fourth  to  hurry 
her  funeral  beyond  all  decorum ;  as,  in  one  single 
week  after  her  majesty's  death,  did  Lord  Liverpool 
order  that  all  the  cavalcade  should  be  ready.  The 
toute  was  chalked  out,  and  strict  orders  given  that, 
on  no  account,  was  the  procession  to  go  through  the 
city ;  but  every  avenue  was  so  choked  up  and  bar- 
ricaded by  overturned  coaches,  carts,  and  rubbish, 
that  they  were  obliged,  at  Piccadilly,  to  turn  through 
Hyde  Park ;  and,  at  Cumberland  Gate,  the  scene  of 
bloodshed  commenced.  We  observed  a  pool  of 
blood  in  the  gateway,  and  a  woman  with  her  face 
all  over  blood,  and  two  men  lying  dead.  The  peo- 
ple had  pulled  down  the  wall  and  railing  for  a 
hundred  yards  opposite  Connaught-place ;  and  the 
horse-soldiers  (the  Blues,  we  think)  were  pursuing 
the  unarmed  multitude  down  the  park.  A  spent 
ball  had  fallen  very  near  the  hearse,  and  a  gentleman 
in  the  retinue  got  off  his  horse,  picked  it  up,  and 
said,  "  This  will  be  proof  against  them."  At  last 
Sir  Robert  Wilson,  being  a  military  man,  rode  up  to 
the  soldiers,  and  contrived  to  end  the  combat.  The 
procession  was  then  suffered  to  pass  quietly  along 
Edgeware  and  the  New  Roads  till  it  came  opposite 
to  Portland-road,  when  the  same  obstructions  of 
overturned  carts,  waggons,  &c,  prevented  the  ca- 
valcade from  continuing  along  the  City-road,  or 
turning  into  any  street  eastward,  until  it  arrived  at 
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Temple  Bar,  when  it  turned  into  the  city,  to  the 
great  joy  and  acclamations  of  the  millions  of  people 
who  had  followed,  and  who  had  lined  the  streets, 
windows,  and  tops  of  houses,  although  it  rained  in 
torrents,  and  the  well-dressed  women  who  attended 
were  ancle  deep  in  mud ;  nor  did  the  people  gradu- 
ally drop  away  till  the  procession  had  entirely  left 
the  suburbs  of  London. 

Sir  George   Nay  lor,    king  at  arms,    had  his  in* 
structions  where  they  should  rest  each  night     The 
delays  in  London  had  been  so  many,  that  they  were 
obliged  (to  fulfil  orders)  to  travel  at  full  trot  to 
Ilford,  where  the  procession  arrived  a  little  after  six 
o'clock  in   the   evening,  having  been    more    than 
twelve  hours  in  performing  this  first  stage  of  the 
journey.     We  pass  over  the  insulting  orders  of  Lord 
Liverpool,  in  their  minute  detail,  and  only  advert  to 
that  part  of  them  wherein  he  states  to  Mr.  Bailey, 
the  undertaker,  that  the  body  was  to  reach  Harwich 
the  second  night.    Various  disgraceful  altercations 
took  place  during  the  several  stoppages  on  the  road ; 
and  the  mourners  were  treated  similarly  to  their  de- 
parted mistress.     At  length  the  sea  opened  upon 
their  view;  and  the  most  prominent  otyect  upon  it 
was  the  "  Glasgow"  frigate,  stationed  at  some  dis- 
tance from  Languard  Fort.     The  procession  arrived 
at  Harwich,   on  Thursday,   at  half-past  eleven,  at 
which  place,  not  even  a  single  hour  was  allowed  for 
retirement  or  repose;  for  the  order  was  almost  im- 
mediately given,  that  the  coffin  should  be  taken  to 
the  quay,  and  from  thence  lowered  by  a  crane  into  a 
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small  barge.  This  was  not  accomplished  without 
great  difficulty,  the  coffin  being  extremely  heavy. 
Four  men  rowed  the  boat  to  the  side  of  the  "  Glas- 
gow/* which  was  waiting  to  receive  the  remains  of 
England's  injured  queen.  Sir  G.  Naylor  and  his 
secretary,  with  Mr.  Bailey,  accompanied  it,  and 
added  the  sad  mockery  of  laying  a  paltry  crown  upon 
the  coffin.  The  ladies  and  the  rest  of  the  suite  fol- 
lowed in  boats.  At  this  moment,  the  first  gun  was 
fired  from  the  fort.  Such  was  the  indelicate  hurry 
and  rude  touch  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  royal  coffin,  that  before  it  was  received 
on  board  the  "  Glasgow/'  the  crimson  velvet  was 
torn  in  many  places,  and  hung  in  slips.  When  the 
boat  reached  the  "Pioneer"  schooner*  the  coffin 
was  hoisted  on  board,  the  crown  and  cushion  were 
laid  upon  it,  and  the  pall  was  thrown  out  of  the  boat 
to  a  sailor  on  deck,  by  one  of  the  three  gentlemen 
who  had  it  in  charge,  with  no  more  ceremony  than 
if  it  had  been  his  cloak.  Before  it  could  possibly  be 
announced  that  the  corpse  was  safe  on  deck,  the 
sailors  were  busily  employed  in  unfurling  the  sails, 
and  in  less  then  ten  minutes  the  "  Pioneer*1  was 
under  sail,  to  join  the  "  Glasgow n  frigate.  The 
body  and  the  mourners  were  at  length  received  on 
board  the  "  Glasgow,9'  and  here  followed  perplexity 
upon  perplexity.  The  captain  had  not  been  in* 
formed  of  the  probable  number  in  this  melancholy 
procession,  and  was  incompetent  to  set  before  them 
sufficient  food,  or  furnish  them  with  suitable  accom- 
modation.    Corn  beef  was  therefore  their  daily  fare; 
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and  hammocks,  slung  under  the  guns,,  were  the 
beds  assigned  to  the  gentlemen,  while  the  ladies 
were  very  little  better  provided  for  in  die  confined 
cabins.  The  coffin  was  placed  in  a  separate  cabin, 
guarded  by  soldiers,  and  with  lights  continually 
burning.  On  the  10th  of  August,  the  "  Glasgow" 
appeared  before  the  port  at  Cuxhaven ;  and,  as  she 
drew  too  much  water  to  get  up  the  Stade,  she  re- 
signed her  charge  to  the  "Wye,"  commanded  by 
Captain  Fisher* 

On  Monday  evening,  the  20th,  the  remains  of 
the  Queen  of  England  were  landed  at  Stade.  The 
coffin,  without  pall,  or  covering  qf  any  kind,  was 
brought  up  the  creek,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  the 
mourners  following  in  boats.  On  their  arrival  at  the 
quay,  no  preparation  had  been  made  for  receiving 
the  body  on  shore,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
sympathy  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  the  coffin 
must  have  been  laid  upon  the  earth  ;  but  they  were 
so  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  paying  regard  to 
decency,  and  so  incensed  against  the  heartless  and 
abominable  conduct  manifested  towards  the  queeq, 
that  they,  as  if  by  one  consent,  brought  out  their 
tables  and  chairs,  to  afford  an  elevation  for  the 
coffin  from  the  ground ;  and  thus  a  kind  of  platform 
was  raised,  on  which  it  was  protected  from  further 
injury.  After  a  short  delay,  arising  from  want  of 
due  notice  having  been  given  of  the  arrival  of  the 
procession,  the  citizens  of  the  town,  headed  by  the 
magistrates  and  priests,  proceeded  to  meet  it*  The 
coffin   was  then  taken    up,  and  carried  into    the 
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church,  which  was  lighted,  and  partially  hung  with 
black.  A  solemn  anthem  was  sung,  accompanied 
by  the  deep-toned  organ ;  after  which  the  number- 
less crowd  retired,  leaving  the  royal  corpse  to  the 
care  of  those  who  were  appointed  to  watch  over  it 
Early  the  next  day  the  procession  departed  for  Bux- 
tehude.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  this  town, 
it  was  met  by  the  citizens  and  magistrates,  who  at- 
tended it,  bareheaded,  to  the  church,  where  the 
royal  remains  were  deposited  for  the  night*  On  the 
ensuing  day,  the  22nd,  the  procession  was  met  on 
its  entrance  into  Saltan,  by  the  authorities,  in  the 
same  manner  as  before  named.  On  the  23d,  it 
reached  Celle,  where  the  coffin  was  carried  into  the 
great  church  of  the  city,  and  placed  upon  the  tomb 
of  the  unfortunate  sister  of  George  the  Third, 
Matilda,  Queen  of  Denmark.  On  the  24th,  the 
profession  was  met  at  Ofiau,  by-  Count  Aldensla- 
ben,  the  grand  chamberlain  of  the  court,  and  ar- 
rangements were  made,  that  the  funeral  should  take 
place  at  midnight.  The  mourners  were  immedi- 
ately to  proceed  to  Brunswick,  and  the  funeral  pro- 
cession to  follow,  so  as  to  arrive  by  ten  the  same 
night  at  the  gates  of  the  city,  there  to  be  met  by 
the  mourners ;  but  further  delay  of  interment  than 
this  was  strictly  forbidden.  At  the  appointed  hour, 
the  last  stage  of  the  cavalcade  commenced.  On  a 
near  approach  to  the  church,  whose  vaults  were  tp 
receive  the  remains  of  this  royal  victim,  the  chit 
dren  of  a  school  (founded  and  supported  by  a  lady 
of  truly    patriotic    principles)  walked  before   the 
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hearse,  strewing  flowers  on  the  road.  Arriving  at 
the  church,  the  Brunswick  soldiers  demanded  the 
privilege  to  bear  the  remains  of  their  beloved  prin- 
cess through  the  church  to  the  vault,  in  which  were 
deposited  those  of  her  illustrious  ancestors.  This 
being  granted,  the  corpse  was  borne  by  as  many  of 
them  as  could  stand  under  the  coffin  into  the  abode 
of  death.  It  was  then  placed  upon  an  elevation  in 
the  centre  of  the  vault,  which  had  previously  been 
prepared  for  its  reception,  and  where  it  will  remain 
until  another  occupy  its  place ;  her  majesty's  coffin 
will  then  be  removed  to  the  space  appointed  for  it. 
After  an  oration  had  been  delivered  in  German,  the 
curtain  was  drawn  over  our  persecuted  and  destroyed 
queen.  The  mourners  retired,  and  the  assembled 
crowds  dispersed,  shortly  after  two  o'clock. 

It  may  possibly  be  asked,  "  Did  not  the  nephew 
of  the  queen  (the  son  of  her  brother,  the  late  duke) 
meet  the  funeral,  and  follow  it  to  the  last  abode  of 
royalty  ?"  To  the  eternal  disgrace  of  George  the 
Fourth,  this  youth  was  not  permitted  to  do  so. 
The  kingdom  of  Brunswick  was  governed  by  two 
commissioners,  under  the  controul  of  the  King  of 
England,  and  the  young  prince  had  been  commanded 
to  leave  Brunswick  previous  to  the  ceremony  of  the 
interment  of  his  aunt !  The  inhabitants  of  Bruns- 
wick had  also  been  ordered  to  keep  within  their 
houses,  to  shut  their  windows,  and  not  to  appear 
upon  the  occasion.  This  imperious  order  was  gene- 
rally attended  to.  One  gentleman,  however,  was 
independent  and  noble-minded  enough  to  furnish 
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flambeaux  to  be  carried  before  and  on  each  side  of 
the  procession,  until  it  had  reached  the  church* 
Every  expression  of  the  inhabitants  indicated  how 
much  they  were  attached  to  the  Princess  of  Bruns- 
wick, and  the  more  superior  and  well-informed  part 
of  the  community  mourned  that  her  days  had  been 
blighted  by  the  delusive  prospects  held  out  to  her 
family,  in  her  alliance  to  the  heir-apparent  of  Eng- 
land. The  Brunswickers  were  afraid  to  express  their 
sentiments  in  public  companies;  but,  privately,  they 
could  not  suppress  their  opinions,  that  "  it  was  very 
strange  not  the  least  notice  of  the  funeral  had  been 
communicated  to  them  until  the  evening  previous  to 
the  ceremony." 

These  unconstitutional  and  vindictive  arrangements 
for  the  queen's  funeral  will  ever  be  considered  an 
indelible  stain  on  the  characters  of  those  who  con- 
cocted them.  The  law  enacts  that  the  dead  shall  be 
carried  the  nearest  way  to  the  place  of  interment; 
but  the  "  notorious  government"  laid  all  possible 
restrictions  in  this  case,  and,  in  short,  offered  every 
indignity  to  the  departed.  If  the  English  people 
had  been  resolute,  and  the  lord  mayor  but  consented, 
the  body  might  have  been  taken  into  the  Mansion- 
House,  and  the  corpse  examined,  previous  to  its  being 
.taken  from  London,  as  considerable  suspicion  was 
caused  by  the  unusual  privacy  and  secrecy  required 
immediately  after  her  mqesty's  demise.  The  lord 
mayor  (Thorpe)  was  the  acknowledged  friend  of  the 
queen,  and  ought  not  to  have  demurred  to  the  gene- 
rally-expressed opinion  upon  this  subject 
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It  was  rather  a  peculiar  circumstance  that  George 
the  Fourth  should  have  contrived  so  well  to  be  out 
of  the  way  of  death*  both  in  his  daughter's  and  his 
consort's  case !  But  the  prerogatives  of  royalty  are 
numerous  as  well  as  unnatural,  particularly  when 
exercised  by  despotic  princes,  who  live  only  for 
their  own  gratification,  and  with  whom  the  good  of 
the  people  is  an  unimportant  consideration.  When 
the  tidings  of  her  majesty's  death  were  communi- 
cated to  her  heartless  husband  by  Lord  Londonderry, 
the  royal  yacht  was  lying  in  Holyhead  roads.  Eti- 
quette prevented  the  landing  of  the  king  while  the 
unburied  remains  of  his  consort  were  upon  English 
ground;  therefore,  despatches  were  forwarded  to 
cause  the  first  lord  of  the  Treasury  to  press  for  an 
early  removal  of  the  body  of  the  queen,  in  order 
that  facility  might  be  given  to  the  landing  of  the 
king  in  Ireland. 

After  paying  this  formal  attention  to  the  awful 
intelligence  he  had  received,  his  majesty  landed  at 
Howth,  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  reached  the  vice- 
regal lodge,  addressed  the  gaping  multitude  in  the 
following  eloquent  speech : 

M  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  and 
my  good  Yeomanry, 

"  I  cannot  express  to  you  the  gratification  at  the  kind  and  warm 
reception  I  have  met  with  on  this  day  of  my  landing  amongst  my 
Irish  subjects.  I  am  obliged  to  you,  very  muck  obliged  to  yon  j  I 
am  particularly  obliged  by  your  escorting  me  to  my  very  door.  I 
may  not  be  able  to  express  my  feelings  as  I  wish.  I  have  travelled 
far ;  that  it,  I  have  made  a  long  sea  voyage ;  1  have  sailed  down 
the  English  Channel,  and  sailed  up  the  Irish  Channel >  and  I  have 
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landed  from  a  steam  boat;  besides  which,  particular  circumstances 
have  occurred,  known  to  you  all,  of  which  it  is  bbtteb,  at  present, 
not  to  speak  (alluding  to  the  queens  sudden  death)  upon  these  sub- 
jects* I  leave  it  to  your  pklicate  and  generous  hearts  to  Arras- 
ciate  my  feelings!  However,  I  can  assure  you  that  this  is 
the  happiest  day  or  my  life  !  I  have  long  wished  to  visit  you; 
my  heart  has  always  been  IRISH ! !  From  the  day  it  first  beat,  I 
have  loved  Ireland.  This  day  has  shewn  me,  that  1  am  beloved  by 
my  Irish  subjects*  Rank,  station,  honours,  are  nothing ;  but  to  feel 
that  I  live  in  the  hearts  of  my  Irish  subjects  is,  to  me.  the  most 
exalted  happiness ! 

•  "  1  must  now,  once  more,  thank  you  for  your  kindness,  and  bid 
you  farewell.  Go  and  do  by  me  as  I  shall  do  by  you  j  drink  mv 
health  in  a  bumper ;  and  I  shall  drink  all  your's  in  a  bumper  of 
good  Irish  whiskey!!!" 

Who  that  reads  this  address  will  not  acknowledge 
his  majesty's  genius  for  speaking  was  equal  to  his 
talents  for  ruling?    Shades  of  Fox,  Grattan,   and 
Sheridan,  what  a  display  of  eloquence  was  here,  de- 
livered, too,  by  the  "  most  polished  man  in  Europe!" 
We  may  easily  account  for  the  rapturous  admiration 
which  the  Irish  people  evinced  for  their  monarch ! 
Naturally  eloquent  themselves,  they  knew  how  to 
appreciate  the  energy  and  beauty  of  what  a  long 
addressed  to  their  taste  and  understanding.    When 
he  assured  them,  in  the  most  elegant  and  lofty  lan- 
guage,  that   "  his  heart  was  entirely  Irish"  and 
that,  in  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his  royal  professions, 
he  would  "  drink  all  their  healths  in  a  bumper  of 
good  Irish  whiskey,"  they  felt,  with  its  superiority, 
the  exhili rating  stimulant  of  kingly  declamation,  and 
yielded  to  all  the  ecstacy  that  forms  so  prominent  a 
characteristic  of  their  sensations.     The  declaration 
of  a  British  king,  that  his  heart  was  wholly  Irish 
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was  a  kindness  as  highly  strained,  with  respect  to 
them,  as  disheartening  to  the  feelings  of  all  his  other 
subjects.  Great  as  was  our  admiration  of  the  noble* 
ness,  both  in  matter  and  style,  of  this  oratorical  dis- 
play, we  scarcely  were  able,  for  a  time,  to  reconcile 
our  startled  judgment  to  the  perfect  equity  of  this 
sudden  partiality  for  a  people  who  had  never  before 
experienced  any  mighty  favours  from  the  same 
quarter.  But  our  error,  we  frankly  confess,  was  the 
child  of  our  stupidity :  we  understood  his  majesty  to 
the  simple  letter,  rather  than  in  the  royal  meaning, 
of  what  he  addressed  to  his  long-forsaken  children, 
and  were  too  dull  to  understand  his  language  till 
some  time  afterwards,  when  he  visited  his  German 
dominions.  But  when,  after  assuring  his  Hibernian 
subjects  that  his  heart  was  wholly  Irish,  he,  in  the 
same  exquisite  style,  protested  that  his  heart  was  en- 
tirely Hanoverian9  we  were  wise  enough  to  com- 
prehend his  majesty.  There  is  a  kind  of  ductility 
in  this  sort  of  affection  that  soars  as  much  above  the 
ordinary  course  of  human  feeling  as  the  language  in 
which  the  sentiment  is  conveyed  surpasses  the  gene* 
ral  powers  of  lingual  eloquence.  Such  goodness  and 
such  eloquence  may  be  admired,  but  we  hope  they 
will  never  be  copied  ! 

However  gaily  and  flatteringly  his  majesty  was 
received  by  his  Irish  subjects,  all  unbiassed  people 
were  shocked  at  the  unbecoming  incongruity  of  a 
king  lost  in  the  intoxication  of  mirth  and  wine,  while 
his  persecuted  consort's  passing  hearse  was  calling 
forth  the  tears  of  his  pitying  people.  Even  under 
circumstances  the  most  proper  and  respectful  to- 
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wards  her  late  majesty,  in  regard  to  the  conveyance 
of  her  remains  to  their  destined  place  of  rest,  the 
appalling  knowledge  that,  while  her  obsequies  were 
performing,  her  husband's  heart  and  soul  were 
wrapped  in  the  transports  of  convivial  enjoyment, 
would  have  deepened  the  gloom  of  the  dismal  occa- 
sion, and  excited  exclamations  of  anguish  and  as- 
tonishment; but,  witnessing  the  sordid  neglect  and 
studied  insult  with  which  the  government  conducted 
the  melancholy  preparation  and  procession,  they  com- 
bined  with  the  sad  spectacle  the  idea  of  her  husband's 
simultaneous  joy  and  merriment,  and  felt  disgusted 
at  such  indecent  and  unmanly  conduct  Of  the 
qualities  of  the  Irish  character,  generally  viewed, 
there  is  much  to  admire;  they  are  liberal  and  kind- 
hearted,  and,  in  some  few  instances,  have  shewn  a 
public  spirit  and  a  manly  sense  of  their  political 
wrongs  and  oppressions.  We  cannot,  however,  com- 
pliment either  their  delicacy,  as  men,  in  not  feeling 
for  the  cruel  death  of  an  amiable  woman,  or  their  loy- 
alty, as  subjects,  in  slighting  the  memory  of  their 
sacrificed  queen.  At  the  cold  indifference  mani- 
fested by  the  Hibernian  ladies,  at  this  period,  we 
were  perfectly  amazed.  Over  and  above  the  tender- 
ness natural  to  their  hearts,  their  sex  had  an  interest 
in  her  case,  which  ought  to  have  awakened  their 
concern,  and  commanded  their  tears.  But  the  whole 
drama  of  life  abounds  with  discordant  scenes;  and, 
without  female  inconsistency,  the  piece  would  be  in- 
complete. 
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All  die  world's  ft  stage, 

And  men  and  women  are  the  pbyers !" 
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A  tyrant  drops  his  head  upon  the  scaffold,  and  they 
weep! — an  innocent  queen  is  poisoned,  and  they 
"  show  no  sign  of  sorrow  \" — a  cruel,  cowardly  yeo- 
manry, and  a  brutal,  sanguinary  soldiery,  massacre  an 
unarmed  populace,  and  thanks  and  a  subscription  ac- 
knowledge and  reward  their  heroism ! — here  a  people 
are  stripped  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  con- 
tent themselves  with  complaining ! — there  a  country 
is  everwhelmed  in  penury  and  wretchedness,  and 
finds  a  cure  for  all  its  distresses  in  the  casual  visit 
of  its  despotic  ruler,  and  his  unmeaning  and  stupid 
speeches! 

The  despicable  figure  which  the  king  made  at  this 
period,  and  the  fulsome  flatteries  bestowed  upon  him 
by  the  Irish  people,  did  not  escape  the  keen  pene- 
tration of  the  illustrious  and  patriotic  Lord  Byron. 
We  had  the  pleasure  of  his  lordship's  acquaintance 
for  some  years  before  his  lamented  death  ;  and  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  sending  us  many  brilliant  effusions 
of  his  muse,  which  he  probably  never  intended  for 
publication.  But  the  following  verses,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  which  we  have  just  been  speaking,  possess  so 
much  poetical  beauty  and  justness  of  expression, 
that  we  cannot  refrain  from  gratifying  our  readers  by 
inserting  them  in  this  place. 

THE    IRISH    AVATER*. 

Ere  the  daughter  of  Brunswick  is  cold  in  her  grave. 
And  her  ashes  still  float  to  their  home  o'er  the  tide ; 

Lo !  George  the  triumphant  speeds  over  the  wave 
To  the  long-cherish'd  isle,  which  he  lov'd  like  his — bride. 

*  if  safer  is  the  Hindoo  expression  for  a  dmnity  assuming  die  human  form, 
and  residing  on  earth. 
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Trite,  the  great  of  her  bright  and  brief  era  are  gone, — 
The  rainbow-like  epoch,  where  freedom  would  pause 

For  the  few  little  yean  out  of  centuries  won, 
Which  betray'd  not,  or  cnish'd  not,  or  wept  not  her  cause. 

True,  the  chains  of  the  Catholic  clank  o'er  his  rags ; 

The  castle  still  stands,  and  the  senate's  no  more; 
And  the  famine,  which  dwelt  on  her  freedomleas  crags, 

Is  extending  its  steps  to  her  desolate  shore. 

To  her  desolate  shore,— where  the  emigrant  stands 
For  a  moment  to  gaze,  ere  he  flies  from  his  hearth ; 

Tears  fall  on  his  chain,  though  it  drops  from  his  hands, 
For  the  dungeon  he  quits  is — the  place  of  his  birth  t 

But  he  comes!  the  Messiah  of  royalty  comes ! 

Like  a  goodly  leviathan  rolTd  from  his  waves ; 
Then  receive  him,  as  best  such  an  advent  becomes. 

With  a  legion  of  cooks  and  an  army  of  slaves! 

He  comes,  in  the  promise  and  bloom  of  three-score, 
To  perform  in  the  pageant  the  sovereign's  part; 

And  long  live  the  shamrock  which  shadows  him  o'er,— 
Could  the  green  on  his  hat  be  transferred  to  his  heart. 

Could  that  long-withered  spot  but  be  verdant  again, 

And  a  new  spring  of  noble  affections  arise, 
Then  might  freedom  forgive  thee  this  dance  in  thy  chain. 

And  the  shout  of  thy  slavery  which  saddens  the  skies. 

Is  it  madness  or  meanness  which  clings  to  thee  now  ? 

Were  he  God,— as  he  is  but  the  commonest  clay, 
With  scarce  fewer  wrinkles  than  sins  on  his  brow,— 

Such  servile  devotion  might  shame  him  away. 

Age  roar  in  his  train,  let  thine  orators  lash 

Their  fanciful  spirits  to  pamper  his  pride ; 
Not  thus  did  thy  G rattan  indignantly  flash 

His  soul  o'er  the  freedom  Unproved  and  denied* 

Ever  glorious  Grattan !  the  best  of  the  good  1 

So  simple  in  heart,  so  sublime  in  the  rest, 
With  all  that  Demosthenes  wanted  endued. 

And  his  rival;  or  victor,  in  all  he  possese'd. 
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When  Tully  arose,  in  the  zenith  of  Rome, 
Tho'  unequalled  preceded,  the  task  was  begun; 

But  Gbattah  sprung  up  tike  a  god  from  the  tomb! 
Of  ages,  the  first,  last,  the  saviour,  the  one. 

With  the  skill  of  an  Orpheua  to  soften  the  brute, 
With  the  fire  of  Prometheus  to  kindle  mankind. 

Even  Tyranny,  listening,  sat  melted,  or  mute, 
And  Corruption  shrunk,  scorch'd,  from  the  glance  of  his  mind. 

But  back  to  my  theme;  back  to  despots  and  slaves! 

Feasts  furnished  by  Famine,  rejoicings  by  Pain ; 
True  Freedom  but  welcomes,  while  Slavery  still  raves, 

When  a  week's  Saternalia  has  loosened  her  chain. 

Let  die  poor  squalid  splendour  thy  wreck  can  afford 
(Aa  the  bankrupt's  profusion  his  ruin  would  hide) 

Gild  over  the  palace.    Lo,  Erin,  thy  lord! 
Kiss  his  foot  with  thy  blessing  for  blessings  denied. 

Or  if  freedom,  past  hope,  be  extorted  at  last ; 

If  the  idol  of  brass  find  his  feet  are  of  clay ; 
Must  what  terror,  or  policy,  wring  forth  be  classM 

With  what  monarcha  ne'er  give  but  as  wolves  yield  their  prey  ? 

Each  brute  hath  its  nature,— a  king's  is  to  reign ; 

To  reign !— in  that  word  see,  ye  ages,  comprised 
The  cause  of  the  curses  aJU  annals  contain, 

From  Caesar  the  dreaded  to  George  the  despised ! 

Wear,  Fingal,  thy  trappings!    O'Connell  proclaim 
His  accomplishments !— His ! ! !— and  thy  country  convince 

Half  an  age's  contempt  was  an  error  of  mine, 
And  that  "  Hal  it  tk*  nucattut,  tmetett  ymmg  prime*  ! 

Will  thy  yard  of  blue  ribbon,  poor  Fingal,  recall 

The  fetters  from  millions  of  Catholic  limbs  t 
Or  will  it  not  bind  thee  the  fastest  of  all 

The  slaves,  who  now  bail  their  betrayer  with  hymns  t 

Aye,  build  him  a  dwelling;  let  each  give  bis  mite, 
TOi,  like  Babel,  the  new  royal  dome  has  arisen; 

Let  thy  beggars  and  helots  their  pittance  unite, 
And  a  palace  bestow  for  a  poor-house  and  prison. 

vol.  II.  c 
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Spread,  spread  for  Vitellius  the  royal  repast. 
Till  the  gluttonous  despot  U  stuflTd  to  the  gorge. 

And  the  roar  of  hit  drunkards  proclaim  him  at  last 
The  fourth  of  the  fools  and  oppressors,— called  George! 

Let  the  tables  be  loaded  with  feasts  till  they  groan, — 
Till  they  groan  like  thy  people  through  ages  of  woe ; 

Let  die  wine  flow  around  the  old  Bachanal's  throne, 
Like  the  blood  which  has  flow*d,  and  which  yet  has  to  Bow. 

But  let  not  his  name  be  thine  idol  alone ; 

On  his  right  hand,  behold  a  Sejakus  appears ! 
Thine  own  Castlereaoh  !— let  him  still  be  thine  own ! 

A  wretch  never  nam'd  but  with  curses  and  jeers ! 

Till  now,  when  the  isle,  which  should  blush  at  his  birth, 
Deep,  deep  as  the  gore  which  he  shed  on  her  soil. 

Seems  proud  of  the  reptile  which  crawl'd  from  her  earth. 
And  for  murder  repays  him  with  shouts  and  a  smiU  ! 

Without  one  single  ray  of  her  genius,  without 
The  fancy,  the  manhood,  the  fire  of  her  race. 

The  miscreant,  who  well  might  plunge  Erin  in  doubt 
If  she  ever  gave  birth  to  a  being  so  base. 

If  she  did,  let  her  long-boasted  proverb  be  huth'd, 
Which  proclaims  tliat  from  Erin  no  reptile  can  spring; 

See,  the  cold-blooded  serpent,  with  venom  full  flush'd. 
Still  warming  it*  folds  in  the  breast  of  a  king ! 

Shout,  drink,  feast,  and  flatter !    Oh,  Erin,  how  low 
Wert  thou  sunk  by  misfortune  and  tyranny,  till 

Thy  welcome  of  tyrants  hath  plunged  thee  below 
The  depth  of  thy  deep  to  a  deeper  gulph  stilL 

My  voice,  though  but  humble,  was  rais'd  for  thy  right; 

My  voce,  as  a  freeman's,  still  voted  thee  free ; 
This  hand,  tho*  but  feeble,  would  arm  in  thy  fight. 

And  this  heart,  tho'  outworn,  had  a  throb  still  for  thee ! 

Yes,  I  love  thee  and  thine,  tho'  thou  art  not  my  land; 

I  have  known  noble  hearts  and  great  souls  in  thy  sons, 
And  I  wept  with  the  world  o'er  the  patriot  hand 

Who  are  gone,— but  I  weep  them  no  longer  as  once. 
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For  happy  are  they  now  reposing  afar, 
Thy  Grattan,  thy  Curram,  thy  Sheridan, — all 

Who  for  yean  were  the  chiefs  in  the  eloquent  war, 
And  redeem'd,  if  they  have  not  retarded,  thy  fell. 

Yes,  happy  are  they  in  their  cold  English  graves ; 

Their  shades  cannot  start  to  thy  shouts  of  to-day, 
Nor  the  steps  of  enslavers  and  chain-kissing  slaves 

Be  stamp'd  in  the  turf  o'er  their  fetterless  clay. 

Till  now  I  had  envied  thy  sons  and  thy  shore ; 

Tho*  their  virtues  were  hunted,  their  liberties  fled. 
There  was  something  so  warm  and  sublime  in  the  core 

Of  an  Irishman's  heart,  that  I  envy  their  dead ! 

Or  if  aught  in  my  bosom  can  quench  for  an  hour 

My  contempt  for  a  nation  so  servile,  tho'  sore, 
Which,  tho'  trod  like  the  worm,  will  not  torn  upon  power, 

"lis  the  oloey  op  Grattan,  the  genius  or  Moore! 

Speedily  after  the  queen's  death,  Lord  Sidmouth 
retired  from  office,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Peel.  Several  other  changes  also  took  place  in 
the  ministry. 

There  was  only  one  occurrence  that  could  have 
been  more  gratifying  to  the  people  of  England  than 
the  secession  of  Lord  Sidmouth  from  office,  and  that 
was — his  being  rendered  amenable  to  the  laws  for 
his  share  in  the  frequent  outrages  of  the  constitution, 
and  his  almost  numberless  violations  of  the  liberties 
of  the  subject.  We  had  hoped  that  he  would  have 
remained  in  office  until  he  had  received  his  full 
reward,  in  the  return  of  the  days  of  ministerial  re- 
sponsibility, in  spite  of  bills  of  indemnity  and  venal 
majorities.  But,  for  the  honour  of  justice,  we  hope 
yet  to  see  the  day  when  he  shall  be  subject  to  an 
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honest  tribuual  for  his  political  misdeeds.  His  name 
will  ever  awaken  the  liveliest  indignation  in  the 
bosoms  of  Englishmen  ;  not,  indeed,  that  his  talents 
made  him  formidable  against  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  but  because  he  so  readily  lent  himself  to  the 
dangerous  views  of  his  superiors.  Personally,  he 
was  of  no  importance.  The  son  of  a  provincial  me* 
dicine-vender,  he  had  neither  rank  nor  birth  to  com- 
mand respect.  The  tool  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  early  life,  Mr. 
Addington  had  cunning  enough  to  stipulate  for  a 
peerage  just  at  the  time  he  was  found  unfit  for  a 
minister.  The  failure  of  his  attempt  to  abridge  the 
liberties  of  the  dissenters  covered  him  with  disgrace. 
Such  a  design  should  have  been  entrusted  to  abler 
hands;  but  it  was  not  his  lordship's  fault  that  the 
dissenters  escaped  religious  persecution.  His  next 
exploit,  however,  proved  more  successful;  he  de- 
clared eternal  hatred  of  reform  and  reformers  in 
1816.  The  seizure,  the  imprisonments,  the  tor- 
tures,  and  the  outrages,  occasioned  by  the  employ* 
ment  of  his  moral  friend  Oliver  have,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Pope,  occasioned  him  to  be 

"  Damned  to  everlasting  fame !" 

The  liberation  of  his  victims,  after  long  confine- 
ments, ruined  in  circumstances,  wounded  in  mind* 
and  some  of  them  destined  to  premature  death, 
through  their  unwholesome  confinement,  complete 
the  picture  of  this  nobleman's  legislation  !  To 
prevent  an  investigation  into  such  cruel  acts,  a  bill 
of  indemnity  screened  his  lordship,  his  agents,  and 
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minions,  from  the  tribunals  of  that  day;  but  if 
earthly  justice  should  never  be  vindicated,  there  is  a 
tribunal  before  which  he  must  one  day  meet  his 
victims !  The  part  which  Lord  Sidmouth  had  in  the 
reward  of  the  Manchester  massacre  is  well  known, 
and  will  not  be  likely  to  add  to  the  quiet  of  his  re- 
pose. This  lamentable  portion  of  his  history  in- 
volves the  double  charge  of  misadvising  his  prince, 
and  patronising  a  violation,  of  the  laws,  in  the  most 
wanton  and  cruel  manner!  No  man,  indeed,  has 
been  more  instrumental  in  the  ruin  of  his  country, 
and  he  may  probably  live  to  reap  some  of  the  bitter 
fruits  himself! 

During  this  year,  the  affable  king  made  his  pomp- 
ous entrance  into  Hanover,  where  he  threw  gold  and 
silver  amongst  the  crowd,  with  as  much  confidence 
as  if  it  had  been  his  own ! !  If  he  had  allowed  some 
of  this  said  "  gold  and  silver"  to  have  remained  in 
the  pockets  of  its  real  owners,  it  would  have  re- 
dounded much  more  to  his  credit. 

In  one  single  week  this  year,  eleven  persons  were 
hung  for  forging  Bank  of  England  notes.  Such  a 
sanguinary  penal  code  of  laws  as  our's  would  really 
disgrace  a  nation  of  savages!  Even  our  common  laws, 
which  ought  to  be  intelligible  to  the  meanest  under- 
standing, are  an  unfathomable  abyss,  and  frequently 
exceed  the  utmost  penetration  of  even  the  "  gentle- 
men of  the  long  robe,"  Indeed,  our  laws  appear 
designed  to  perplex  rather  than  to  elucidate,  to 
breed  contentions  rather  than  to  prevent  them.  The 
principal  merit  of  the  English  jurisprudence  seems 
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to  consist  in  its  intricacy,  and  the  learned  professors 
of  it  may  almost  be  said  to  live  upon  the  vitals  of  their 
clients.  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that,  for  trivial 
omissions  upon  some  useless  observance  of  forms, 
the  victim  is  incarcerated  in  a  prison,  and,  after  en- 
during all  the  horrors  of  these  dens  of  thieves,  ex- 
pires in  want,  disease,  and  apparent  infamy! 

The  year 

1622 

was  one  of  great  interest  and  importance,  both 
abroad  and  at  home;  but  to  the  latter  we  shall 
chiefly  confine  ourselves. 

On  the  18th'  of  January,  a  cabinet  council  was 
held,  at  which  Lord  Sidmouth  was  present,  notwith- 
standing his  previous  resignation  of  the  seals  of 
office.  From  this,  it  is  evident  that,  though  out  of 
office  in  reality,  this  noble  lord  was  in  place  so- 
cially. 

Ireland,  at  this  time,  presented  a  sad  appearance; 
outrages  of  every  kind  were  of  daily  occurrence, 
and  famine,  with  its  appalling  front,  stared  the  lower 
classes  in  the  face.  Much  blood  was  shed,  and  yet 
no  efficient  means  were  taken  to  subdue  the  cause  of 
these  fatal  insurrections.  The  King  of  England, 
though  he  had  professed  so  much  love  for  his  dear 
Irish  subjects  in  his  late  eloquent  speech,  screened 
himself,  under  his  assumed  popularity,  from  blame 
on  such  serious  charges,  while  his  incompetent  and 
mean  advisers,  believing  their  persons  safe  under  the 


30 

protection  of  their  puissant  prince,  gave  them- 
selves no  trouble  about  so  insignificant  a  matter. 
Disgrace  and  infamy,  however,  will  ever  be  attached 
to  their  names  for  so  flagrant  a  dereliction  of  duty 
to  the  Irish  people ! 

In  April,  Thomas  Denman,  esq.,  the  late  queen's 
solicitor-general,  was  elected  to  serve  the  office  of 
common-sergeant  for  the  city  of  London;  and,  on 
the  27th  of  May,  he  commenced  his  career  with 
trying  the  unnamed  servant  of  a  bookseller  for  sell- 
ing an  irreligious  and  seditious  book.  Mr.  Denman 
sentenced  him  to  eighteen  months9  imprisonment  in 
the  House  of  Correction  and,  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
to  find  sureties  for  five  years,  himself  in  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  two  others  in  forty  pounds  each ! 

In  narrating  this  circumstance,  we  cannot  forbear 
expressing  our  detestation  of  all  prosecutions  in 
matters  of  religion.  They  neither  redound  to  the 
honour  of  Christianity,  nor  effect  the  slightest  benefit 
to  morality.  Every  one  has  an  undoubted  right  to 
entertain  what  religious  opinions  may  best  accord 
with  the  dictates  of  that  all-powerful  mop itoi  ^-Con- 
science ;  and  all  endeavours  tojbrce  different  opinions 
are  only  so  many  attempts  to  make  men  hypocrites. 
"  But,"  say  our  religious  prosecutprs,  «*  the  Bible 
must  not  be  attacked,  or  the  true  religion  will  fall 
into  contempt.*'  As  an  answer  to  this  argument, 
we»  say,  that  if  the  said  true  religion  will  not  bear 
the  test  of  examination  and  argument,  the  sooner 
it  falls  into  contempt  the  better !  The  glorious  truths 
pf  the  New  Testament,   however,  ore  sufficiently 
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manifest,  and  do  not  require  the  puny  and  adven- 
titious advocacy  of  Cant.  The  strong  arm  of  the 
law  is  not  requisite  to  uphold  Christianity,  for  it 
possesses  within  its  own  pure  doctrines  sufficient  to 
recommend  it  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of 
mankind.  When  these  doctrines  are  attacked,  let 
Christians  endeavour,  by  fair  and  mild  reasoning,  to 
support  their  beneficence  and  purity,  and  they  will 
be  sure  to  make  converts.  But,  if  they  once  at- 
tempt to  force  conviction,  their  defeat  is  inevita- 
ble !  It  is,  therefore,  contrary  to  common  sense,  as 
well  as  being  unjust  and  deplorable,  that  a  man 
should  be  punished  for  disbelieving  any  particular 
sentiment.    What  proof  did  Mr.  Denman  *  give  of 

*  Mr.  Denman  has  since  been  created  "  Sir  Thomas/*  and,  at 
the  period  of  oar  writing  this,  holds  the  office  of  attorney-general. 
On  the  21st  of  May,  1832,  Lord  Stormont  brought  forward  amo- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons  relative  to  a  general  crusade  against 
the  press,  for  what  his  lordship  pleased  to  term  "  infamous,  obscene, 
and  scandalous  libels.*'  It  must  ever  be  gratifying  to  patriots 
when  public  men  openly  confess  their  errors ;  and  we  arer  therefore, 
most  happy  to  record  the  following  extract  from  Sir  Thomas  Des- 
man's speech,  delivered  on  the  above  occasion,  relative  to  the  pro- 
secution upon  which  we  have  so  freely  commented ; 

"  In  May,  1822,  he  (Sir  Thomas  Denman)  first  sat  as  common- 
sergeant,  and  was  called  upon  to  try  a  case  of  most  atrocious  libel 
in  '  The  Republican :'  it  contained  a  Bumming  up  of  all  the  blas- 
phemies which  had  ever  been  promulgated  in  that  paper,  and  direct 
incitements  to  insurrection.  The  prosecution  was  instituted  by  a 
constitutional  association,  which  thought  the  attorney-general  was 
negligent  of  hiB  duty ;  but  he  believed  that  that  association  obtained 
but  little  credit  for  thus  undertaking  his  functions.  There  were'two 
aldermen  upon  the  bench,  one  of  whom  thought  that  two  years*  im- 
prisonment was  the  least  that  could  be  awarded  as  a  punishm?**, 
while  the  other  thought  that  one  year  would  be  sufficient.  The  mid- 
dle course  was  pursued,  and  the  mail  was  sentenced  to  cigklct* 
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the  mild  and  forgiving  doctrines  of  Christianity  in 
his  severe  sentence  against  this  man  ?    Was  it  from 

months'  imprisonment.  Though  this  was  the  mildest  punishment 
which  had  been  awarded  on  any  case  of  a  similar  description  at  that 
time,  yet  he  (the  attorney-general)  had  been  held  up  to  odium  as 
a  cruel  judge.  Thb  public,  it  was  clbab,  had  bbapbi*  mo 
benefit  wbatbvbb,  and  he  (the  attorney-general)  had  experienced 
some  pain  during  the  whole  of  the  eighteen  months  that  that  man 
was  in  prison  ;  for  he  felt  a  strong  disinclination  to  proceed  against 
any  man  who  was  fairly  stating  his  opinions.  The  young  man  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  what  he  was  doing  was  certainly  mis- 
chievous ;  but  when  his  imprisonment  expired,  he  could  assure  the 
House  that  it  was  to  himself  a  great  comfort.  The  liberty  of  the 
press  was  established  in  this  country,  and  that  alone  was  enough 
to  induce  people  to  publish  those  opinions;  and  that  liberty  would 
make  him  extremely  cautious  of  prosecuting  merely  for  opinion. 
During  periods  of  public  excitement,  the  classes  from  which  juries 
were  taken  gave  no  encouragement  to  prosecutions,  and  if  only  one 
juryman  stood  out  upon  a  case,  the  prosecution  was  obliged  to  be 
dropped.  He,  therefore,  except  some  very  atrocious  circumstances 
should  occur,  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  proceed.  In  striking 
special  juries,  it  was  impossible  to  go  into  die  heart  of  society,  and 
act  as  spies  in  families  to  ascertain  the  seutiments  of  jurymen.  It 
was  necessary  to  submit  to  a  great  deal,  lest  by  legal  proceedings 
bad  should  be  made  worse.     Prosecutions  against  the  pbbm 
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The  last  sentence  of  this  speech  contains  advice  which  we  hope  to 
see  practised  by  all  future  attorney-generals.  In  the  case  of  Sir 
Thomas  Denman,  however,  it  is  only  adopted  through  necessity; 
for  he  freely  confesses  his  wish  to  prosecute,  if  he  could  only  insure 
the  verdict  of  a  jury !  It  is,  indeed,  a  gratifying  truth,  that  attor- 
ney-generals cannot  contronl  the  decisions  of  juries  ;  and  it  is  well 
for  the  people  of  England  that  they  cannot.  Were  it  otherwise,  the 
press  would  soon  become  worse  than  useless,  and  every  independent 
writer  speedily  be  consigned  to  a  prison.  We  cannot,  consequently, 
join  Sir  Thomas  Denman  in  his  lamentation ;  and  we  regret  that  a 
gentleman  of  such  lofty  pretensions  to  liberality  and  patriotism 
should  have  tarnished  his  fame  by  thus  exposing  himself  to  the 
censure  of  his  countrymen.  While  upon  this  subject,  we  would 
give  a  word  of  advice  to  Lord  Stormout.     His  lordship  has  been 
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motives  of  Christian  charity  that  he  traduced  him 
before  a  public  tribunal  ?  Were  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  at  all  calculated  to  impress  the  man's 
mind  with  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  ?  The  con- 
trary might  well  be  said.  For  neither  was  the  accu- 
sation distinguished  by  that  moderation  which  ought 
to  be  observed  even  against  the  worst  of  criminals, 
nor  was  it  very  humane  to  imprison  him  eighteen 
months,  and  afterwards  keep  the  arm  of  justice  sus- 
pended by  binding  him  in  sureties  for  five  years  not 
to  so  offend  again.  It  will  be  but  fair  to  ask,  whe- 
ther, if  the  religious  welfare  of  this  man  had  been 
deemed  by  his  prosecutors  worthy  of  the  slightest 
consideration,  they  would  not  have  proceeded  di- 
rectly contrary  to  what  they  did  ?  But,  as  Dr.  Watts 
has  justly  observed,  when  speaking  of  religious  pro- 
secutors, "  They  are  too  apt  to  denounce  damna- 
tion upon  their  neighbours  without  either  justice  or 
mercy ;  and,  while  pronouncing  sentences  of  divine 
wrath  against  supposed  heretics,  they  add  their  own 


described  as  a  young  man  of  considerable  natural  abilities,  which 
have  been  highly  improved  by  a  liberal  education.  How,  them, 
cau  he  be  so  blind  to  the  spirit  of  the  present  age  as  to  suppose  him- 
self capable  of  restoring  the  very  worst  part  of  Toryism, — that  of 
undermining  the  glorious  libkbty  ot  thb  pbsss  ?  His  noble 
father  (who  was  educated  in  the  Pitt  school  of  politics)  may  hare 
impressed  him  with  an  idea  of  its  practicability;  but  the  people  are 
now  changed,  the  age  is  changed,  and  we  warn  him  not  to  expose 
himself  to  the  disgust  of  the  English  people,  by  making  futile  at- 
tempts to  destroy  the  grand  palladium  of  national  liberty.  As  well, 
indeed,  might  be  essay  to  execute  Herod's  commands  to  slay  the 
innocents,  as  to  restore,  by  such  means,  the  absolute  power  which 
the  Tories  so  unfortunately  exercised  during  the  last  two  reigns! 
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human  fire  and  indignation!"  Such  prosecutions, 
therefore,  only  tend  to  excite  the  contempt  of  those 
very  persons  who  are  expected  to  be  made  better  by 
them.  With  respect  to  the  other  count  of  the 
foregoing  indictment,  "  that  the  publication  was 
calculated  to  bring  the  king  and  his  ministers  into 
contempt,"  we  think  such  an  attempt  of  the  pub- 
lisher was  totally  unnecessary ;  for  both  the  king  and 
his  ministers  were  then  in  the  full  zenith  of  their 
Jbme,  and  had  the  sincere  prayers  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  community  for  their  speedy  deliverance 
from — this  world ! 

In  the  early  part  of  this  month,  an  elegant  ser- 
vice of  plate  was  presented  to  Alderman  Wood,  as 
an  acknowledgement  for  his  disinterested  services  in 
the  cause  of  the  late  queen ;  while,  strange  to  say, 
the  large  service  of  plate  subscribed  for  the  queen  by 
the  country,  at  only  one  shilling  each,  never  reached 
its  destination !  The  funds  for  this  purpose  were 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Wood,  Hume,  and 
others ;  the  amount  collected  was  more  than  three 
thousand  pounds  during  the  first  few  months  of  the 
subscription,  which  regularly  increased  till  the 
queen's  death.  The  cause  of  the  opening  of  this 
subscription  was  owing  to  the  fact  of  her  majesty 
being  refused  all  suitable  conveniences  for  the  din- 
ner table,  as  she  could  only  have  a  dinner  served 
upon  blue-and-white  earthenware !  To  this  fact,  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  dined  at  her  majesty's 
table  can  fully  attest.  We  are  inclined  to  think, 
however,  that  the  alderman's  services  to  the  queen 
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have  been  a  little  overrated*  That  Mr.  Wood  was 
her  majesty's  best  and' most  disinterested  friend, 
thousands  were  led  to  believe ;  but  that  he  was  not 
so,  we  shall  endeavour  to  prove. 

When  a  subscription  was  proposed  for  a  service  of 
plate  for  her  majesty,  a  Scotch  lady  forwarded  one 
hundred  guineas  towards  it.  Alderman  Wood  had 
the  chief  management  of*  this  subscription,  as  of 
almost  every  thing  else  that  related  to  the  queen. 
The  alderman  employed  one  Pearson  to  collect  the 
money.  This  Pearson  was  the  fellow  that  cut  6uch 
a  figure  in  the  Manchester  massacre ;  and,  therefore, 
he  was  thought,  we  suppose,  a  very  qapable  person 
for  such  an  undertaking.  After  collecting  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  Pearson  was  about  taking  his 
leave  of  this  country  for  America ;  but,  intimation 
having  been  given  of  his  perfidy,  he  was  stopped. 

Alderman  Wood  said  his  friends  also  wished  him 
to  have  a  service  of  plate,  but  his  subscription  was 
to  be  raised  by  half-crowns;  indeed  it  was  expected 
that  four  or  eight  friends  would  join,  and  not  present 
the  alderman  with  less  than  a  golden  piece.  Un- 
fortunately, the  poor  queen  died  before  the  money 
the  people  intended  to  raise  for  her  plate  was  com- 
pleted.  At  first,  her  friends  wished  to  have  a  monu- 
ment erected  to  her  memory  in  Hammersmith; 
but  no  ground  could  be  obtained  for  this  purpose, 
and  it  was  feared  that  her  enemies  would  treat  any 
pillar  to  her  honor  with  the  same  indignity  that  they 
had  treated  herself.  Alms-houses  were  then  pro- 
posed to  be  built,  but  nothing  has   yet  been 
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done  wttb  the'  monby,  (amounting  to  about  three 
thousand  pounds)  either  principal  or  interest,  Mr. 
Wood  has  been  frequently  applied  to,  through  the 
public  papers,  concerning  this  money,  but  no  answer 
has  ever  been  given.  The  alderman  managed  the 
subscription  for  his  own  plate  much  better;  for  he 
took  good  care  to  receive  it  as  soon  as  possible! 
The  alderman  is  known  now  to  be  very  rich  from  his 
Cornwall  mines ;  he  has,  besides,  two  distant  rela- 
tions in  Gloucester,  brothers,  worth  a  million  be- 
tween them,  which  he  may  probably  share,  they 
having  no  relations.  When,  however,  he  went  for 
the  queen,  his  mines  were  unprofitable,  and  himself 
embarrassed.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  queen  cer- 
tainly, by  his  urgent  entreaties,  employed  his  coach* 
maker  in  South  Audley-street,  and  most  of  his  other 
tradespeople. 

The  ill-natured  world  will  talk ;  and  some  people 
went  so  far  as  to  accuse  the  disinterested  and  pa- 
triotic alderman  with  sinister  motives  in  these 
recommendations,  and  that  he  had  actually  "  a  feel- 
ing in  every  thing  that  came  into  her  majesty's 
house!"  Whether  or  not  this  was  the  case,  the 
alderman  most  assuredly  spoke  to  the  queen,  very 
animatedly,  to  purchase  Cambridge  House,  opposite 
to  his  own,  in  South  Audley-street,  though  her  ma- 
jesty said  she  would  never  sleep  in  it,  nor  did  she. 
The  enormous  sum  which  Mr.  Wood  persuaded  the 
queen  to  give  for  this  house  was  sixteen  thousand 
pounds!  but,  notwithstanding  her  majesty  made 
several  improvements  in  it,  it  only  sold  at  the  queen's 
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death  for  six  thousand  pounds!!  This  fact  will 
speak  volumes.  Are  no  interested  motives  to  be 
traced  here  ? 

We  do  not  wish  to  deprive  Alderman  Wood  of 
any  merit  that  may  justly  be  his  due ;  but,  though 
he  accompanied  her  majesty  to  England,  he  certainly 
did  not  persuade  her  to  come  over,  as  some  people 
have  imagined.  He,  nor  any  one  else,  had  any  hand 
in  that ;  it  was  the  spontaneous  determination  of  the 
queen  herself!  That  the  alderman  refused  the 
house,  22,  Portman-street,  which  was  offered  for  the 
queen's  accommodation  till  a  better  could  be  pro* 
vided  cannot  be  denied ;  he  preferred  receiving  her 
majesty  into  his  own  house.  It  is  also  well  known 
that  the  alderman,  by  his  officious  and  ungentle- 
manly,  nay,  we  may  say,  impudent  conduct,  lost 
her  majesty  many  friends  in  the  higher  circles,  who 
would  not  act  with  him.  Nor  can  this  be  wondered 
at  when  his  vulgar  manners  to  his  superiors  are  taken 
into  consideration.  That  we  may  not  be  supposed 
to  assert  this  without  reason,  we  will  here  relate  a 
few  instances,  which  came  immediately  under  our 
own  observation. 

The  queen  gave  a  dinner  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
Earl  Grey,  Lord  Tankerville,  and  other  noblemen 
and  gentlemen.  His  grace  of  Bedford  handed  her 
majesty  down  the  room,  and  sat  on  her  right,  and 
Earl  Grey  on  her  left.  Instead  of  the  vice-cham- 
berlain (according  to  etiquette)  sitting  at  the  top  of 
the  table  to  carve,  Mr.  Wood  seated  himself  Uure, 
above  every  one,  and,  grinning,  ordered  her  vice- 


47 

chamberlain  to  go  to  the  other  end  opposite  him, 
thus  publicly  proclaiming  his  ignorance  and  impu- 
dence! Earl  Grey  is  reckoned  the  proudest  man 
in  England,  and  it  was  said,  he  observed,  "  It  is  the 
first,  and  shall  be  the  last,  time  that  the  alderman 
shall  sit  above  me." 

When  the  queen  came  from  Dovor  to  town,  ac- 
companied by  this  alderman  and  Lady  Anne  Ha- 
milton, he  presumptuously  seated  himself  by  her 
majesty's  side,  thus  forcing  her  lady  to  take  the  seat 
opposite,  with  her  back  to  the  horses!  We  need 
hardly  offer  a  remark  upon  so  great  a  breach  of  good 
manners ;  for  any  individual,  possessing  the  spirit  of 
an  Englishman,  would  always  give  precedence  to  a 
lady. 

When  her  majesty  went  to  St-  Paul's  cathedral, 
Mr.  Wood  placed  himself  at  the  coach  door  to  attend 
her  out,  and  kept  laughing  and  talking  to  her  till 
they  arrived  near  the  statue  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
where  the  lord  mayor  and  his  retinue  met  her,  after 
coming  from  the  church  for  that  purpose  ;  but  when 
his  lordship  (Thorpe,  naturally  a  modest  man)  per- 
ceived that  the  queen  was  so  engaged  that  she  never 
lifted  up  her  eyes,  he  and  his  procession  were  turn- 
ing back  in  confusion  to  re-enter  the  church,  when 
one  of  the  queen's  followers  caught  firmly  hold  of 
the  officious  alderman's  gown,  stopped  them,  and 
said,  "Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Wood,  don't  you  see  the 
lord  mayor  come  to  hand  the  queen  ? — you  would 
not  affront  the  city  so  as  not  to  let  him  ?"  Sir  Ro- 
bert Wilson,  who  was  near,  said,  "  Do  run  and  call 
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the  lord  mayor  back,  thousands  of  eyes  are  upon 
us !"  His  lordship  turned  round,  and  the  procession 
proceeded  into  the  church,  as  it  ought  to  have  done 
from  the  carriage  door ;  but  Mr.  Wood  was  exceed- 
ingly angry,  and  would  follow  next  to  her  majesty, 
though  repeatedly  told  that  it  was  Lady  Anne  Ha- 
milton's place,  as  her  majesty's  lady  in  waiting. 

At  the  city  concert,  also,  Alderman  Wood  dis- 
played his  indecorous  conduct.  The  orchestra  was 
elevated  about  a  foot,  and  at  the  right  of  the  orches- 
tra two  chairs  were  placed,  one  for  the  queen,  and 
the  other  for  her  lady  in  waiting,  who  sat  next  the 
people.  Alderman  Wood  stood  behind  her  majesty 
the  whole  time,  laughing  and  whispering,  in  the 
most  intimate  style,  in  her  ear;  and  though  her 
lady  kept  her  face  towards  them,  wishing  it  to  ap- 
pear to  the  public  that  at  least  she  had  a  share  in  the 
conversation,  alas !  ■  too  many  saw  she  was  never 
spoken  to  by  either ! 

From  such  impudent  and  vulgar  conduct  as  this, 
we  heard  a  certain  royal  duke  observe,  "  I  wish  to 
serve  the  queen,  but  I  will  not  be  Mr.  Wood's  cat's- 
paw,  nor  play  second  fiddle  to  him!"  Similar  obser- 
vations were  made  by  noblemen  of  the  very  first 
rank  in  this  country.  It  may  be  asked,  "  Why  did 
the  queen  allow  herself  to  be  guided  so  much  by 
this  alderman?"  Because  her  majesty  thought  him 
honest,  and  was  not  aware  that  he  kept  any  other 
persons  away.  "  Could  no  one  tell  her  majesty  the 
real  state  of  things?"  No!  for  Mr.  Wood  actually 
set  her  against  every  one,  except  himself  and  his 
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own  creatures,  in  order  to  preserve  entire  influence 
over  her  majesty.     Indeed,  her  legal  advisers  could 
hardly  speak  to  the  queen,  without  this  very  offici- 
ous gentleman  being  present.     He  began  by  preju- 
dicing her  majesty  against  them  all;  for  he  said, 
*  No  lawyers  are  good  for  any  thing;  I  esteem  »ry- 
*jf  above  them  all."     We  ourselves  heard  him  say  so9 
When  he  had  thus  persuaded  her  majesty  of  his  own 
superiority,  and  introduced  himself  into  all  the  con- 
saltations  of  her  law  advisers,  (unless  they  demanded 
a  private  audience)  he  began  to  attack  the  Whigs, 
and  amused  himself  by  constantly  abusing  them. 
He  has  frequently  been  heard  to  say,  "  The  Whigs 
are  worse  enemies  of  your  majesty  than  the  minis* 
ters;  they  would  sacrifice  you  if  they  could."    But, 
for  himself,  he  led  her  to  believe  that  he  could  do 
any  thing  with  the  people !     In  the  city,  be  conceit- 
edly told  her  majesty,  at  the  head  of  her  own  table, 
(where  he  usually  sat,  till  Lord  Hood  took  his  place) 
in  November,  when  his  friend  Thorp  was  elected 
mayor,  that  "  they  wanted  to  elect    me   mayor  a 
third  time,  but   I  would  not  accept  the  office;99 
while,  at  this  very  election,   there  was  but  one 
single  vote  for  him,  and  that  was  the  new  lord 
mayor's,  who  could  not  vote  for  himself! 

It  is  very  lamentable  to  consider  that  her  majesty 
«as  so  much  guided  by  this  one  man  in  most  of  her 
actions,  even  to  the  fatal  day  of  the  coronation,  upon 
which  occasion,  however,  he  took  particular  care 
not  to  attend  her.  There  is  every  reasori  to  believe, 
notwithstanding,  that  her  going  at  all  was  owing  to 
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his  secret  advice,  though  he  pretended  to  the  con- 
trary. Those  who  heard  him  at  the  king's  dinner 
were  disgusted  at  his  being  the  loudest  to  applaud 
his  majesty!  Most  certainly,  the  coronation  day 
did  not  end  to  her  majesty  as  she  had  been  led  to 
expect ;  and  she  discovered,  or  fancied  so,  that  she 
had  no  friend  or  adviser  in  England  on  whom  she 
could  rely ;  and,  therefore,  determined  to  visit  Scot- 
land. It  was  remarked  to  the  queen,  by  a  true 
friend,  who  sought  only  her  honour  and  happiness, 
that  Scotland  was  a  proud  nation,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  there  thought  that  Alderman  Wood  was  of 
sufficient  rank  to  attend  her  majesty.  The  queen 
quickly  and  indignantly  replied,  "  Alderman  Wood  I 
I  should  never  think  of  taking  him!  No,  no;  1 
shall  only  take  Lord  and  Lady  Hood,  and  Lady 
Hamilton !"  All  the  world  knows  her  majesty  never 
named  the  alderman  in  her  will ;  but  all  the  world 
does  not  know  that,  a  short  time  before  her  death, 
she  said,  "  I  owe  Wood  nothing  !" 

The  alderman  also  seized  every  opportunity  he 
could  to  persuade  the  queen  to  go  abroad  again. 
On  one  of  these  occasions,  a  friend  of  her  majesty 
overheard  the  hypocritical  adviser,  and  immediately 
said,  "  How  can  you,  Mr.  Wood,  pretend  to  be  her 
majesty's  best  friend,  and  yet  want  her  to  do  that 
which  would  ruin  her  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
country?"  "  I  do  not  want  her  to  go,"  replied  he, 
"  but  if  she  will  go,  I  wish  to  point  out  to  her  the 
best  way  of  doing  it."  "  Sir,  there  is  no  good  rtajf 
for  the  queen  to  quit  the  country,  and  if  you  should 
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unfortunately  Succeed  in  persuading  her  to  do  it, 
you  will  be  her  ruin !" 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  "  all  is  not  gold  that 
glitters ;"  but  Mr.  Wood  ought  hardly  to  find  fault 
with  us  for  stripping  him  of  his  borrowed  plumes, 
considering  the  length  of  time  he  has  been  allowed 
to  wear  them  !  If  the  public  had  known  these  par- 
ticulars at  the  time  they  occurred,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  alderman  would  have  ever  received  his 
plate  ;  therefore,  he  owes  us  a  little  gratitude  for  not 
mentioning  them  before  that  (to  him)  golden  op- 
portunity ! 

Alderman  Wood,  however,  we  are  sorry  to  say, 
was  not  the  only  false  friend  her  majesty  had  to 
lament.  Many  others  "  held  with  the  hare  in  one 
house,  and  ran  with  the  hounds  in  another/'  Some 
of  these  even  attended  public  meetings  in  the  qua- 
lily  of  friends,  and  then  wrote  as  enemies  in  the 
public  journals.  Some  inveighed  against  her  in 
public,  and  wrote,  spoke,  and  acted  for  her  cause  in 
private.  One  of  her  judges,  to  our  positive  know- 
ledge, spoke  admirably  for  her  in  parliament,  and 
yet  privately,  in  more  places  than  one,  impugned 
the  character  of  her  majesty !  Even  while  the  queen 
was  abroad,  her  presumed  friends  were  extremely 
negligent  at  home.  They  permitted  insidious  para- 
graphs to  appear  in  the  newspapers,  day  after  day, 
month  after  month,  and  year  after  year,  without 
either  contradiction  or  explanation;  by  which 
shameful  neglect,  the  public  mind  became  so  im- 
pregnated with  falsehood  and  insinuation,  that,  had 
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not  the  queen  returned  to  this  country  as  she  did, 
her  name  would  have  been  recorded  in  history  as 
infamous!  Sure  never  woman  was  so  shamefully 
treated,  both  by  friends  and  foes ;  indeed,  her  ma* 
jesty  might  well  have  exclaimed,  with  Gay, 

"An  open  foe  may  prove  a  cnrse, 
But  a  pretended  friend  rt  worse !" 

On  the  12th  of  August,  while  his  majesty  was 
absent  on  a  visit  to  Scotland,  an  extraordinary  ex- 
citement prevailed  by  the  reported  "  sudden  death  " 
of  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry.  It  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary to  enter  into  the  various  causes  assigned 
for  so  unexpected  an  event;  it  is  sufficient  to 
know,  that  his  lordship  committed  suicide,  by 
cutting  his  throat  with  a  small  knife,  at  his  seat, 
Foot's  Cray,  and  that  a  coroner's  inquest  (either 
from  conviction,  or  in  kindness  to  his  surviving 
friends)  returned  a  verdict,  that  his  lordship  in- 
flicted the  wound  while  "  delirious  and  of  insane 
mind." 

It  is  an  obligation  imposed  upon  every  inde- 
pendent historian  to  lend  his  assistance  to  a  just  and 
honest  estimate  of  the  character  of  public  men.  It 
leads  to  useful,  though  not  always  to  gratifying,  re- 
flections, to  examine  the  causes  which  pointed  them 
out  as  objects  worthy  of  being  entrusted  with  po- 
litical command.  By  what  strange  union  of  cir- 
cumstances, then,  or  by  what  unlucky  direction  of 
power,  did  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry  attain  to 
the  high  and  important  offices  which  he  successively 


53 


held  for  so  long  a  period  ?— a  period  the  most  mo* 
mentous  and  ominous,  the  most  fertile  in  change, 
the  most  wicked  in  court  intrigue,  and  the  most 
fraught  with  terror,  of  any  in  our  annals !  We  have 
heard  his  lordship  described  as  having  been  amiable 
in  private  life ;  but  who  has  denied  the  manifest 
mediocrity  of  his  genius  for  the  situations  he  was 
allowed  to  fill?  Some  of  his  public  proceedings, 
however,  prove  him  not  to  have  possessed  much  of 
"  the  milk  of  human  kindness,19  aa  we  shall  pre- 
sently shew*  He  was,  indeed,  only  qualified  to  act 
as  a  mere  associate,  to  be  put  forward  in  the  face  of 
Europe,  not  as  himself  a  high  and  original  power, 
but  as  a  passive  organ  for  the  expression  of  senti- 
ments, or  for  the  execution  of  measures,  hereafter 
traceable  only  as  the  opinions  and  actions  of  the 
"  united  cabinet '*  of  a  wicked  chief  magistrate* 
The  panegyrists  of  his  lordship  have  also  trumpetted 
forth  eulogiums  on  his  "  personal  bravery.*'  And 
if  bravery  consists  in  fighting  duels,  proposing  the 
most  unconstitutional  acts,  fearlessly  oppressing  the 
innocent,  and  in  defying  the  power  of  a  justly* 
enraged  people,  Lord  Londonderry  assuredly  pos* 
sessed  "  personal  bravery"  in  an  eminent  degree! 

His  lordship  was  born  on  the  18th  of  June,  1769, 
and  consequently  died  in  the  53rd  year  of  his  age. 
He  commenced  his  career,  like  his  patron,  Mr.  Pitt, 
as  the  advocate  of  parliamentary  reform $  and,  also 
like  that  apostate  minister,  Lord  Londonderry 
abandoned  his  early  patriotic  pledges  and  principles 
for  the  emoluments  of  office,  which  he  first  entered 
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in  1797,  as  keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  and,  shortly 
after,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  of  Ireland. 
In  the  following  year,  he  became  secretary  to  the 
lord  lieutenant.  Honours  and  places  were  now 
lavishly  heaped  upon  him.  In  1802,  his  lordship 
received  the  appointment  of  the  Board  of  Controul, 
and,  in  1806,  was  raised  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office  of  minister  of  war !  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt 
in  1806,  his  lordship  was  obliged  to  resign,  with  all 
the  other  "  clerks  in  office,"  as  the  dibris  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  cabinet  were  called.  On  the  resignation  of 
the  Grey  and  Grenville  administration,  in  1807,  he 
resumed  his  former  situation  of  minister  of  war,  in 
which  he  continued  till  the  ill-starred  Walcheren 
expedition  and  his  duel  with  Mr.  Canning  drove 
him  from  office,  scorned  and  ridiculed  by  the  whole 
of  Europe.  The  year  1809  gave  his  lordship  an  op* 
portunity  of  shewing  how  much  he  admired  the 
existing  abuses  in  church  and  state;  for,  on 
an  investigation  taking  place  into  the  Duke  of 
York's  shameful  neglect  of  duty,  as  commander-in- 
chief,  this  year,  the  noble  marquis  was  peculiarly 
active  in  his  defence,  and  circulated  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  in  bribing  those  who  were  likely  to 
appear  as  witnesses  against  the  royal  libertine.  On 
the  assassination  of  Mr.  Perceval,  in  1811,  his  lord- 
ship was  made  foreign  minister,  in  which  situation 
he  continued  till  his  death.  Holding  so  high  an 
office  at  a  time  when  our  foreign  exertions  were  the 
most  extensive  and  important,  and  acting  as  our 
negotiator  when  Europe  might  have  been  composed 
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and  re-adjusted  by  our  councils,  he  had  oppor- 
tunities, which  few  ministers  have  enjoyed,  of  bene* 
fitting  his  country  and  the  whole  human  race.  But 
how  did  he  employ  these  rare  opportunities  ?  Alas ! 
his  name  is  only  to  be  found  in  treaties  and  conven- 
tions for  clipping  the  boundaries,  impairing  the 
rights,  or  annihilating  the  existence  of  independent 
states  ;  and  he  gloried  in  the  opportunity  of  stifling 
liberty  in  all  the  lesser  states  of  Europe.  Even  the 
colonial  and  commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain 
herself  were  bartered  away  for  snuff  boxes  and  the 
smiles  of  Continental  despots !  If,  however,  there 
is  one  action  more  than  another  calculated  to  brand 
the  name  of  Castlereagh  with  immortal  infamy,  it 
is  the  mean,  tyrannical,  and  inglorious  conduct  which 
he  exercised  towards  the  greatest  man  that  ever 
reigned  over  a  free  and  enlightened  people — the 
Emperor  Napoleon  !  To  view  the  career  of  this 
truly  illustrious  man  is  to  look  back  upon  the  course 
of  a  blazing  star,  that,  drawing  its  fiery  arch  over 
the  concave  of  heaven,  fixes  the  admiring  attention 
of  the  sublunary  world,  and  dazzles,  while  it  arrests, 
the  wondering  eye !  What  language  can  do  justice 
to  the  mental  powers  and  noble  daring  of  the  man 
who  subdued  the  blood-thirsty  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try, and  laid  Europe  at  his  feet  ?  In  Napoleon,  we 
saw  the  triumphant  opposer  of  all  despots,  and  the 
restorer  of  order  to  his  own  disorganized  and  dis- 
tracted subjects.  See  him  from  his  bold  and  ju- 
dicious exertions  at  Toulon  to  his  assumption  of  the 
imperial  title,   and  the  dread-inspiring  attitude  he 
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presented  to  terrified  and  retiring  Russia, — then 
judge  his  gigantic  energy  and  valour!  As  first 
consul,  he  pacified  Europe;  and,  as  emperor  and 
king,  revenged  her  breach  of  the  peace.  Russia, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  Prussia,  the  Nether- 
lands, Germany,  Sardinia,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy, 
and  Naples,  were  all  in  arms  against  his  power; 
yet — all  fell  before  it ! 

The  termination  of  the  great  war  in  Europe  was 
not  the  peculiar  triumph  of  that  cabinet  of  which 
Lord  Londonderry  was  the  most  prominent  tool. 
The  campaigns  of  1813  and  1814  were  guided  by 
the  skill  and  spirit  of  Russian  and  German  officers*— 
aided,  to  be  sure,  by  British  soldiers, — and  with  the 
whole  civilized  world  for  their  allies.  The  English 
ministers,  or  rather,  the  mowed  interest  of  Eng- 
land, were  bankers  to  the  "Grand  Alliance,"  and 
furnished  the  sinews  of  the  war.  But,  even  with 
such  mighty  odds  against  him,  the  towering  and 
gigantic  genius  of  Napoleon  would  have  defied  them 
all,  if  English  money  had  not  bribed  some  of  his 
generals.  It  was  this,  and  this  only,  that  completed 
his  downfall.  To  talk  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  as 
the  conqueror  of  Napoleon  is  an  insult  to  the  under* 
standing  of  any  intelligent  man,  and  for  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  to  have  boasted  of  having  subdued  him,  as 
bis  lordship  was  wont  to  do,  "  was  pitiful,  was  wonder- 
ous  pitiful !"  The  English  cabinet,  at  this  period, 
was  the  same  u  incapable'*  cabinet.  The  men  were 
the  same  satellites  to  Mr.  Pitt,  subordinates  to  Mr. 
Perceval,-— nay,  even  to  Lord  Sidinouth,   of  Man* 
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Chester  notoriety, — whom  the  independent  members 
of  parliament  had  long  known  and  despised.  Cir- 
cumstances ruled  these  ministers,  whose  position 
was  chosen  for  them,  and  improved  by  others* 
They  could  not  have  resisted  that  universal  impulse 
which  they  had  not  created,  but  which  Bonaparte 
himself  had  provoked;  for  he  defied  the  whole 
"  Grand  Alliance,"  and,  so  far,  was  the  author  of  his 
own  reverses,  which,  however,  he  would  not  so  soon 
have  experienced  if  Fouchl,  Duke  of  Otranto,  had 
not  suffered  his  avarice  to  get  the  better  of  his  duty. 
It  was  this  wicked  duke,  who,  dreading  the  detec- 
tion of  his  treachery,  devised' a  plan  for  assassinating 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  on  his  road  to  Waterloo. 
But,  though  this  diabolical  intention  proved  a  failure, 
he  succeeded  too  well  in  putting  his  illustrious  mas* 
ter  in  the  power  of  the  British  government.  Not 
content,  however,  with  betraying  his  king,  Fouchl, 
though  he  capitulated  for  Paris,  gave  up  the  rest  of 
France  to  the  discretion  of  her  enemies  and  the  ten- 
der mercies  of  the  Russian  cossacks!  This  most 
consummate  of  traitors  likewise  exposed  those  who 
had  assisted  him  to  execute  his  diabolical  plans,  and 
actually  signed  lists  fur  their  proscription !  Even  the 
treaty  for  the  capitulation  of  Paris  proved  a  mere 
juggle ;  for  none  of  its  provisions  were  properly  ad* 
hered  to  by  Lord  Castlereagh.  The  Parisians  were 
here  most  shamefully  deceived.  It  could  never  have 
been  contemplated  by  them,  for  instance,  that  the 
capital  was  to  be  rifled  of  all  the  monuments  of  art 
and  antiquity,  whereof  she  had  become  possessed  by 
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right  of  conquest*  A  reclamation  of  the  great  mor- 
tar in  St  James'  Park,,  or  of  the  throne  of  the  King 
of  Ceylon,  would  have  just  as  much  appearance  of 
fairness  as  that  of  Apollo  by  the  Pope,  and  Venus  by 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany.  What  a  preposterous 
affectation  of  justice  did  our  foreign  secretary  evince 
in  employing  British  engineers  to  take  down  the 
brazen  horses  of  Alexander  the  Great,  that  they 
might  be  re-erected  in  St  Mark's  Place  at  Venice, — 
a  city  to  which  the  Austrian  emperor  has  no  more 
equitable  a  claim  than  we  have  to  Vienna !  Lord 
Castlereagh's  authority  for  emptying  the  Louvre 
was  not  only  an  act  of  "unfairness  to  the  French,  but 
one  of  the  greatest  impolicy  as  concerned  our  own 
countrymen,  since,  by  so  doing,  he  removed  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  great  majority  of  British  artists  and 
students  the  finest  models  of  sculpture  and  of  paint- 
ing the  world  has  produced.  Although  England 
was  made  to  bear  the  trouble  and  expense  of  these 
removals,  the  complacent  Castlereagh  gave  all  the 
spoil  to  foreign  potentates,  whose  smiles  and  a  few 
trifling  presents  compensated  him  for  their  loss! 
But  what  will  posterity  think  of  a  British  minister's 
violating  a  treaty  for  such  paltry  gratifications  ? 

We  come  now  to  speak  of  the  conduct  of  the  de- 
parted minister  to  the  betrayed  Emperor  of  the 
French.  Napoleon  always  declared  that  he  gave 
himself  up  to  England,  in  the  confidence  of  pro* 
mises,  sacredly  made  to  him  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
that  he  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  this  country. 
••  My  having  given  myself  up  to  you,"  were  Napo- 


Icon's  words,  "  is  not  so  simple  a  matter  as  you 
imagine.  Before  I  went  to  Elba,  Lord  Castlereagh 
offered  me  an  asylum  in  England,  and  said  that  I 
should  be  very  well  treated  there,  and  much  better 
off  than  at  Elba."  But  how  did  his  lordship  fulfil 
these  promises  ?  This  will  be  best  explained  in  the 
language  of  Napoleon  himself,  in  a  protest  which  he 
wrote  on  board  the  Bellerophon,  August  4th,  1815, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  : 

0  I  hereby  solemnly  protest,  in  the  face  of  heaven 
"  and  of  man,  against  the  violence  done  me,  and 
M  against  the  violation  of  my  most  sacred  rights,  in 

forcibly  disposing  of  my  person  and  my  liberty. 

1  came  voluntarily  on  board  of  the  Bellerophon ; 
I  am  not  a  prisoner,  I  am  the  guest  of  England. 
I  came  on  board  even  at  the  instigation  of  the 

"  captain,  who  told  me  he  had  orders  from  the  go- 
"  vernment  to  receive  me  and  my  suite,  and  con- 
"  duct  me  to  England,  if  agreeable  to  me.  I  pre- 
"  sented  myself  with  good  faith,  to  put  myself  under 
"  the  protection  of  the  English  laws.  As  soon  as  I 
M  was  on  board  the  Bellerophon,  I  was  under  shelter 
"  of  the  British  people. 

"  If  the  government,  in  giving  orders  to  the  cap- 
M  tain  of  the  Bellerophon  to  receive  me,  as  well  as 
44  my  suite,  only  intended  to  lay  a  snare  for 
"  me,  it  has  forfeited  its  honour  and  disgraced 
"  its  flag. 

"  If  this  act  be  consummated,  the  English  will  in 
"  vain  boast  to  Europe  of  their  integrity,  their  laws, 
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and  their  liberty.    British  good  faith  will  be  lost 
in  the  hospitality  of  the  Bellerophon. 

I  appeal  to  history ;  it  will  say  that  an  enemy,  who 
for  twenty  years  waged  war  against  the  English 
people,  came  voluntarily,  in  his  misfortunes,  to 
seek  an  asylum  under  their  laws.  What  more  bril- 
liant proof  could  he  give  of  his  esteem  and  his 
"  confidence  ?  But  what  return  did  England  make 
"  for  so  much  magnanimity  ?  They  feigned  to  stretch 
"  forth  a  friendly  hand  to  that  enemy  ;  and  when  he 
"  delivered  himself  up  in  good  faith,  they  sacrificed 

"  him. 

(Signed)  "  Napoleon/* 

Napoleon,  however,  acquitted  the  English  people 
of  any  participation  in  this  crime,  and  said,  "  We 
must  not  judge  of  the  character  of  a  people  by  the 
conduct  of  their  government." 

Europe  should  understand  how  little  the  English 
people  are  implicated  in  the  crimes  of  their  king  or 
his  ministers.  The  people  did  not  vote  millions 
after  millions  for  a  crusade  against  French  and  Ame- 
rican liberty.  They  did  not  commission  a  Wellington 
to  interfere  in  the  re-enthronement  of  a  Bourbon ; 
they  did  not  depute  a  Castlereagh  to  dictate  the 
slavery  of  Saxony  and  Genoa ;  nor  should  they  be 
charged  with  the  gross  injustice,  dastardly  inurbanity, 
and  forcible  imprisonment  of  the  greatest  man  and 
the  most  magnificent  monarch  of  modern  or  ancient 
times, — of  a  man  whose  mental  superiority  was  ho* 
nourable  to  human  nature,  and  which  threw  into 
utter  darkness  the  abilities  of  every  other  sovereign ! 
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British  annals  have,  indeed,  been  stained  by  many 
a  dark  and  unsightly  spot;  our  volumes  .will  exhibit 
divers  Foul  and  desperate  deeds  in  the  domestic  his- 
tory of  the  last  two  kings:  but  never  was  an  act 
more  nationally  disgraceful  than  the  banishment  of 
Napoleon  to  St-  Helena!  He  was  never  accountable 
to  England,  much  less  to  the  English  borough  mon- 
gers, for  his  political  conduct.  He  had  been  the 
general,  the  first  consul,  and  the  emperor  of  the 
French.  He  arose  amidst  the  storms  of  the  re- 
volution ;  he  was  (as  he  himself  felt  and  said)  the 
"  sword-arm  of  the  republic,"  with  which  it  chas- 
tised and  humbled  to  the  dust  the  accursed  con- 
federacy of  despots  who  had  endeavoured  to  rivet  an 
old,  worn-out,  oppressive,  and  rejected  dynasty  on 
thirty  millions  of  Frenchmen*  He  conquered  at  first 
by  the  help  of  that  flame  of  liberty  which  raged  with 
a  fierceness  proportioned  to  its  long  suppression; 
and,  latterly,  having  raised  himself  above  his  con- 
temporaries by  his  powerful  genius,  he  was  made 
emperor  by  his  countrymen  and  fellow-soldiers, 
partly  because  a  large  portion  of  the  people,  weary 
of  the  violent  fluctuations  of  an  ill-constituted  de- 
mocracy, desired  the  repose  even  of  absolute  go- 
vernment, and  partly  because  he  was  looked  upon  as 
the  fittest  instrument  for  foreign  conquest,  which 
had  become  a  favourite  habit,  though  originating 
in  an  absolute  necessity.  Never  let  it  be  forgotten, 
that  he  was  chosen  first  consul  for  life  (a  distinction 
used  only  for  the  sake  of  republican  appearances,  and 
known  to  mean  king  all  over  Europe)  by  the  votes  of 
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the  French  people  at  large!  The  question  was  sub- 
mitted to  them  in  the  separate  departments;  all 
voted  that  took  interest  in  the  affirmative  or  the  ne- 
gative; and  the  result  was,  his  election  by  more 
than  3,500,000  voices  against  374!  Can  the  House 
of  Hanover  say  as  much  for  their  succession  to  the 
throne  of  the  Stuarts?  Napoleon  was  not  only 
the  elected  sovereign  of  the  French  people,  but  he 
was  acknowledged  in  that  capacity  by  all  his  ene- 
mies. As  first  consul,  the  allies,  including  England, 
made  the  treaty  of  Amiens  with  him.  As  emperor, 
the  Continental  sovereigns  not  only  often  acknow- 
ledged, but  flattered,  and  bowed  to  the  earth  before 
him ;  and  this  country,  at  the  least,  negotiated  with 
him  for  peace.  Whence,  then,  arose  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  right  to  treat  him  as  an  offender  amenable  to 
England  ?  When,  by  a  marvellous  succession  of  ill* 
fortune,  he  fell  from  his  towering  height,  and  left 
for  ever  his  post  at  the  head  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, he  became  a  private  individual;  and  this 
country  had  no  more  business  to  interfere  with  his 
personal  freedom  than  with  that  of  Marshal  Soult, 
or  any  other  of  the  military  men  who  had  equally 
sought  to  crush  us.  Some  canting  and  arrogant  peo- 
ple talked  of  his  crimes — his  tyranny — his  unjust 
aggressions  in  Spain  and  elsewhere.  But  we  deny 
that  Napoleon  was  a  tyrant.  After  his  return  from 
Elba,  he  wished  to  be  at  peace  with  all  mankind,  and 
to  devote  the  remainder  of  his  days  to  increase  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  his  people.  Which  of 
his  enemies  could  say  as  much  ?    We  quote  the  fol- 


loving  letter  in  justification  of  what  we  here  advance, 
winch  the  emperor  addressed  to  all  the  sovereigns 
of  Europe : 

"Pari*,  Aprd\.  1815. 
"  Smcs,   my   Buothsbs, — Yon  have  do  doubt  learnt    in  the 
coarse  of  the  last  month  my  return  to  France,  my  entrance  into 
Paris,  and  the  departure  of  the  family  of  the  Bourbons.     The  true 
nature  of  those  exeats  most  now  be  made  known  to  yoor  majesties. 
They  are  the  results  of  an  irresistible  power, — the  results  of  the 
wnanrmous  wish  of  a  great  nation,  which  knows  its  duties  and  its 
rights.    The  dynasty  which  force  had  giren  to  the  French  people 
was  not  fitted  for  it ;  the  Bourbons  neither  associated  with  the 
national  sentiments  nor  manners;  France  has  therefore  separated 
herself  from  them ;  her  Toice  called  for  a  liberator.    The  hopes 
which  induced  me  to  make  the  greatest  sacrifice  for  her  hare  been 
deceived ;  I  came,  and,  from  the  spot  where  I  first  set  my  foot,  the 
love  of  my  people  has  borne  me  into  the  heart  of  my  capital.    The 
first  wish  of  my  heart  is  to  repay  so  much  affection  by  the  mainte- 
nance of  an  honourable  peace.     The  restoration  of  the  imperial 
throne  was  necessary  for  the  happiness  of  the  French  people.     It  is 
bit  sincere  desire  to  render  it  at  the  same  time  subservient  to  the 
maintenance  of  die  repose  of  Europe.     Enough  of  glory  has  shone 
by  turns  on  the  colours  of  the  Tarious  nations.    The  vicissitudes  of 
fortune  hare  often  enough  occasioned  great  reverse,   followed   by 
sreat  success ;  a  more  brilliant  arena  is  now  open  to  sovereigns, 
and  I  am  the  first  to  descend  into  it.     After  baring  presented  to  the 
world  the  spectacles  of  great  battles,  it  will  now  be  more  delightful 
to  know  no  other  rivalship  in  fotore  but  that  resulting  from  the  ad- 
vantages of  peace,  and  no  other  struggle  but  the  sacred  one  of 
felicity  for  our  people.     France  has  been  pleased  to  proclaim  with 
candour  this  noble  object  of  her  unanimous  wish.     Jealous  of  her 
iadepeodence,  the  invariable  principle  of  her  policy  will  be  the  most 
rigid  respect  fin*  the  independence  of  other  nations.     If  such  then 
(as  I  trust  they  are)  are  the  personal  sentiments  of  your  majesties, 
general  tranquillity  is  secured  for  a  long  time  to  come,  and  Justice, 
seated  on  the  confines  of  the  Tarious  states,  will  of  herself  be  suf- 
ficient to  guard  the  frontiers. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

••  Napoleon." 

If  further  proof  be  needed  against  his  being  a 
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tyrant,  it  may  be  found  in  the  following  extracts  from 
the  Additional  Act  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Em- 
pire of  France,  1815 : 

"  Rights  of  Citizens. — All  Frenchmen  are  equal  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  whether  as  contributors  to  the  public  taxes  and  imposts, 
or  as  to  admission  to  civil  and  military  employments.  No  one  can 
be  prosecuted,  arrested,  imprisoned,  or  exiled,  except  according  to 
the  forms  prescribed  by  the  law. 

"  Liberty  of  worship  is  granted  to  all. 

"  Every  citizen  has  the  right  of  printing  and  publishing  his 
thoughts  (signing  his  name)  without  any  previous  censorship,  and 
subject  only  to  legal  responsibility  after  the  publication,  by  the  ver- 
dict of  juries,  even  where  there  should  be  no  occasion  but  for  a 
correctional  penalty.  The  right  of  petitioning  is  secured  to  all 
citizens.     Every  petition  is  individual. 

"  The  French  people  declare  moreover  that,  in  the  delegation 
which  they  have  made,  and  which  they  shall  make,  of  their  powers, 
they  have  not  intended  to  give,  nor  do  they  give,  the  right  of  pro- 
posing the  re-establishment  of  the  Bourbons,  or  any  prince  of  that 
family,  upon  the  throne,  even  in  case  of  the  extinction  of  the  im- 
perial dynasty ;  nor  the  right  of  re-establishing  either  the  ancient 
feudal  nobility,  or  the  feudal  and  signorial  privileges  or  titles,  or 
any  privileged  and  dominant  worship ;  nor  the  power  of  making  any 
attempt  upon  the  irrevocability  of  the  sale  of  the  national  domains : 
they  formally  interdict  to  the  government,  the  chambers,  and  the 
citizens  all  propositions  to  that  effect. 

"  Done  at  Paris  the  20th  of  April,  1815. 

(Signed)         "  Napolkon. 

••  The  Duke  of  Bassamo." 

Nothing  but  their  own  love  of  tyranny,  therefore, 
could  induce  these  sovereigns  to  wage  war  against  a 
happy  people,  like  the  people  of  France.  But  Na- 
poleon's virtues  were  too  luminous  for  their  dim 
eyes  to  look  upon.  The  abolition  of  the  slave-trade 
ought  to  be  held  in  everlasting  Remembrance  by  all 
the  friends  of  justice  and  humanity. 
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"  IMPERIAL  DECREE. 

**  Xapoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French.  We  have  decreed,  and  do 
decree,  as  follow* : 

**  Art.  1* — From  the  dale  of  the  publication  of  the  present  decree, 
the  trade  in  negroes  U  abolished.  No  expedition  shall  be  allowed 
for  this  commerce,  neither  in  the  ports  of  France  nor  in  those  of  our 
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Art.  2. — There  shall  not  be  introduced  to  be  sold  in  oar 
any  negro,  the  produce  of  this  trade,  whether  French  or  foreign. 

*'  Art.  3. — Any  infraction  of  this  decree  shall  be  punished  with 
the  confiscation  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  which  shall  be  pronounced 
by  our  courts  and  tribunals. 

**  Art.  4. — Howerer,  the  ship-owners  who,  before  the  publication 
of  the  present  decree,  shall  have  fitted  out  expeditions  for  the  trade 
y  sell  the  produce  in  our  colonies. 
Our  ministers  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present 

(Signed)        "  Natolbon. 

"  The  Duke  of  Bissano." 


Beside  these  noble  examples  of  good  government, 
many  other  advantages  were  bestowed  on  the  French 
people  by  their  emperor.  Their  "Code  Napo- 
leon,* their  "  Legion  of  Honour/'  their  "  Central 
Schools,"  their  new  roads,  bridges,  and  canals,  will  be 
lasting  evidences  of  the  gigantic  powers  of  his  mind, 
and  of  his  sincere  desire  to  serve  his  country,  and 
render  himself  worthy  of  the  exalted  station  to 
which  he  had  been  called  by  her  gratitude  for  his  pre- 
eminent military  services.  Had  Napoleon  bounded 
his  ambition  to  the  glory  of  ruling  France  upon  free 
and  liberal  principles,  it  had  been  happy  for  himself, 
his  relations,  and  his  country ;  but  to  talk  of  his 
foreign  despotism,  and  his  carrying  tyranny  to  where, 
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in  fact,  he  found  tyranny, — tyranny  the  most  rank 
and  inveterate, — is  to  use  the  language  of  folly  or  of 
knavery,  and  to  merit  the  contempt  of  every  thinking 
mind. 

But  if  it  be  even  allowed  that  Napoleon  was  all 
that  his  enemies  would  make  him,  where  did  our 
ministers  get  the  unheard-of  privilege  of  setting 
themselves  up  as  cosmopolite  censors?  By  what 
.right  did  the  British  government  constitute  itself  a 
•tribunal  to  judge  and  punish,  in  the  last  resort,  de- 
linquent monarchs  ?  Could  it  by  any  reasoning  have 
made  out  a  claim  to  that  office,  was  it  just  or  decent 
to  make  a  victim  of  one, — a  man  of  unquestioned 
talent  and  greatness  of  soul, — and  at  the  same  mo- 
ment to  compliment  and  make  alliances  with  all  the 
worse  tyrants,  the  maudlin  hypocrites,  and  base  vio- 
lates of  their  word  ?  Or  did  these  moral  Quixotes 
and  immaculate  judges  only  profess  to  "  do  justice99 
upon  one  sinner  "  against  the  spirit  of  the  age," — 
and  that  one  a  fallen  enemy  ? 

The  only  plausible  pretence  for  the  treatment  of 
the  abdicated  emperor  was — that  his  surpassing 
genius,  and  his  great  hold  on  the  military  part  of  the 
French  character,  rendered  him  a  necessary  excep- 
tion to  the  rule  regarding  prisoners  of  war,  and  made 
it  indispensable  to  the  safety  and  repose  of  the  world, 
that  he  should  be  prevented  from  appearing  again  on 
the  grand  stage  of  European  politics.  This  is  con- 
fessedly on  the  dangerous  plan  of  doing  positive  in* 
jufttioe  for  the  sake  of  what  the  doers  think  safe  and 
necessary.     But  we  deny  the  necessity.     We  say  the 
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argument  is  built  on  utter  ignorance  of  human  na- 
ture, and  a  wilful  blindness  to  all  history  and  ex- 
perience. Napoleon  was  grand  in  his  views,  because 
he  admired  and  loved  greatness  for  its  own  sake.  He 
never  sullied  his  conquests  by  partitioning  and  di- 
viding  the  conquered.      He  could  afford  not  to 
weaken  his  enemies  by  petty  violations  of  national 
integrity.     He  encouraged  every  thing  liberal  and 
noble,  which  did  not  at  the  same  time  interfere  with 
his  personal  authority.'    He  cherished  literature,  art, 
and  science ;  and  they,  in  return,  reflected  true  glory 
upon  him.     He  never  insulted  and  mocked  mankind 
by  pretending  an  eternal  right  in  himself  and  his 
successors  to  trample  them  under  his  feet,  because 
he  was  an  emperor.     He  had  always  a  respect  for 
liberty,  though  he  so  often  forgot  it  in  his  greater 
eagerness  for  power.   He  never  laid  claim  to  holiness, 
but  acknowledged  himself,  in  his  proudest  moments, 
sovereign,  "  by  the  constitutions  of  the  empire"    He 
was  not  vindictive ;  his  long  military  rule  was  never 
sullied  by  any  act  which  could  be  compared  in  in- 
famy with  the  imprisonment   of   the   unfortunate 
Trenck  by  that  Prussian  Frederick,    whom  the 
legitimate  abusers  of  Napoleon  call  "  the  Great." 
The  prominent  fault  of  his  career  as  a  leader  of  a 
new  and  revolutionary  period,  was  that,  instead  of 
looking  forward,  he  looked  backward,  and  became 
an  imitator  instead  of  an  original.     He  evidently  had 
the  glories  of  former  ages  strongly  in  his  view ;  and 
was  to  be  a  great  conqueror,  not  because  the  times 
wanted  him,  but  because  there  are  medals  and  sta- 
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tues  in  the  world,  and  dynasties  were  founded  by 
Cesar.  In  the  height  of  his  prosperity,  he  was  a 
Charlemagne — another  "Emperor  of  the  West;" 
and,  in  his  adversity,  he  forgot  the  Prince  Regent 
of  England  so  far  as  to  talk  to  him  of  Themistocles*. 
And  yet  there  was  a  romance  even  in  this,  which  set 
him  above  all  ordinary  conquerors.  He  had  the 
poetry,  as  well  as  the  prose,  of  the  military  art  about 
him.  He  would  never  have  sunk  into  a  mere  lounger 
and  man  of  pleasure,  or  stood  behind  any  common- 
place man  with  a  gold  stick  in  bis  hand. 

As  a  soldier,  his  military  career  has  never  been 
surpassed  in  brilliancy.  Quick,  active,  decisive,  he 
never  paused  in  the  vigorous  and  persevering  exe- 
cution of  the  plans  which  his  genius  prompted  him 
to  undertake.  He  introduced  a  new,  high,  and 
successful  mode  of  conquest,  by  striking  imme- 
diately at  the  centre  of  armies  and  countries ;  and 
he  was  finally  overthrown,  both  as  general  and  sove- 
reign, not  because  his  individual  antagonists  were 
greater,  but  because  the  very  physical  remains  of  old 
English  liberty  were  greater,  and  because  public  opi- 

*  The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  letter  above  referred  to: 

"  Rochcford,  13th  July,  181*. 
"  You  a  Royal  Highness, 

"  A  victim  to  the  factions  which  distract  my  country,  and  to  tbe 
enmity  of  the  greatest  powers  of  Europe,  1  have  terminated  my  po- 
litical career,  and  I  come,  like  Themistocles,  to  throw  myself  npoo 
the  hospitality  of  the  British  people.  I  put  myself  under  the  pro* 
tection  of  their  laws,  which  1  claim  from  your  royal  highness,  as  the 
most  powerful,  the  most  constant,  and  the  most  generous  of  mj 
enemies. 

«•  Napoi^oh." 
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nion  was  greater  than  alk  He  possessed,  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  the  great  art  of  estimating  and  working 
upon  the  characters  of  his  adversaries,  and  the  still 
greater  art  of  gaining  the  affections  of  his  soldiers, 
who  were  always  passionately  fond  of  him,  and  who 
at  this  day  adore  his  memory. 

As  a  prince  and  a  conqueror,  his  master-passion 
was  a  restless  ambition,  the  impetuous  tide  of  which 
bore  him  onward  to  his  ends  through  many  signal 
acts  of  injustice  and  violence.  We  shall  not  dwell 
upon  them :  there  has  been  plenty  of  "  envy,  hatred, 
and  all  uncharitableness,"  to  ring  the  changes  on  his 
worst  deeds,  and  an  abundance  of  those  feelings,  we 
find,  survive  the  object  that  particularly  roused 
them.  Neither  shall  we  indulge  in  uselessly  re- 
gretting the  good  he  failed  to  do,  or  in  re- 
proaching him  with  the  want  of  moderation  and 
wisdom.  Our  business  is  with  the  illustrious 
soldier  as  he  was,  not  as  he  might  have  been  without 
his  defects: 

"  His  warlike  mind,  his  soul  devoid  of  fear; 
His  high-designing  thoughts  were  figured  there*" 

His  character  was  spoilt,  or  at  least  not  adapted  to 
the  purposes  of  freedom,  by  a  military  education. 
The  Bourbons  brought  him  up  at  one  of  their 
military  schools,  where  his  head  was  filled  with 
Cjesar  and  Alexander,  and  then  complained  of  him 
for  his  ambition :  that  is  to  say,  the  legitimate  mo- 
narchs  will  let  you  be  as  ambitious  and  warlike  as 
you  please,  provided  you  assist  their  ambition  and 
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wars ;  but  if  not,  you  are  a  blood-thirsty  conqueror 
and  a  tyrant.  Some  writers  have  attempted  to  con- 
found, on  this  occasion,  ambition  with  mere  ordinary 
selfishness.  This  is  paltry  and  ridiculous.  Napoleon 
was  never  so  cool  as  when  contemplating  eminent 
success.  Those  who  have  carried  him  the  news  of 
victory  have  frequently  supposed  that  he  had  learnt 
it  before,  or  that  he  did  not  credit  them.  It  warmed 
no  feature  of  his  countenance ;  it  lit  up  no  additional 
lustre  in  his  eye.  Yet  this  was  not  indifference j  he 
had  acquired  a  habit  of  subduing  the  ordinary  emo- 
tions of  mankind.  Defeat  and  error  certainly  en- 
raged him  towards  those  who  contributed  to  such 
mortifications ;  but  they  never  had  power  to  hurry  him 
into  any  efforts  to  repair  disaster.  His  intemperance 
never  extended  itself  to  his  plans  or  resources,  as 
a  general.  Let  us  look  to  the  course  of  his  feelings 
when  the  thunderbolt  of  his  fortune  was  expended 
at  Moscow.  He  had  recourse  to  no  dribbling  efforts 
on  which  to  hang  the  flame  of  military  hope.  He 
negotiated  the  plan  of  his  retreat  with  all  the  pre- 
cision of  an  attorney,  who  leaves  nothing  unpro- 
vided for.  Trifles  alone  disturbed  Napoleon.  The 
offence  of  an  inattention  on  the  part  of  an  attendant 
would  make  him  angry ;  but  if  the  world  had  burst 
asunder,  and  only  left  him  a  place  to  stand  upon,  he 
would  have  regarded  it  through  his  eye-glass  as  an 
experiment  in  natural  philosophy ! 

Had  Napoleon  lived  in  times  of  less  turbulence, 
he  would  have  been  a  still  greater  statesman  than  a 
warrior.     It  is  a  fact  not  to  be  disputed,  that  it  was 
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this  great  man  who  definitively  freed  the  entire  Com 
tinent  of  Europe  from  that  democratic  mania,  of  all 
other  tyrannies  the  most  cruel,  savage,  and  unre- 
lenting, and  which  was  in  full,  though  less  rapid, 
progress  when  he,  by  accepting  the  diadem  of  France* 
restored  the  principles  of  monarchy  to  its  vigour, 
and,  at  one  Wow,  overturned  the  many-headed  mon- 
ster of  revolution.  To  attain  this  beneficial  end,  he 
spilt  no  blood!  The  decapitation  of  Louis,  in 
which  he  could  have  had  no  concern,  completely 
overwhelmed  the  Bourbon  dynasty ;  but  Napoleon, 
in  one  single  day,  re-established  that  monarch  ial 
form  of  government  which  the  imbecile  ministers  of 
England  had,  with  so  much  expense  of  human  life 
and  treasure,  been  for  many  years  unsuccessfully  at- 
tempting to  restore ! 

One  of  Napoleon's  greatest  admirers  was  Mr. 
Fox,  who,  speaking  of  him  one  day,  said,  "  If  we 
even  shut  our  eyes  on  the  martial  deeds  of  this  great 
man,  we  must  allow  that  his  eloquence  alone  has 
elevated  the  French  people  to  a  higher  degree  of 
civilization  than  any  other  nation  in  Europe, — they 
have  advanced  a  century  during  the  last  five  years. 
Bonaparte  combines  the  declamation  of  a  Cicero 
with  the  soul-stirring  philippicks  of  a  Demosthenes  ; 
he  appeals  to  the  head  and  the  hearty  to  honour  and 
to  self-interest,  at  the  same  time.  Had  this  won- 
derful man  turned  his  attention  to  poetry,  instead  of 
war,  he  would  have  beaten  Homer  out  of  the  field ! 
Whatever  his  manner  of  delivery  may  be,  and  I 
understand    it   is   impressive,    he   is  certainly  the 
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greatest  orator  that  the  world  ever  produced.  The 
soaring  grandeur  of  his  conceptions  is  aimirable, 
and  his  adaptation  of  the  deeds  and  sayings  of  the 
heroes  and  statesmen  of  ancient  times  to  present  cir- 
cumstances, not  only  shows  the  extent  of  his  reading 
and  the  correctness  of  his  taste  in  their  application, 
but  also  serves  to  assure  the  French  people  that  he 
is  as  capable  of  governing  as  he  has  proved  himself 
to  be  in  leading  them  forth  to  conquest.  But  it  is 
in  his  power  of  simplification  that  he  shines  most ; 
although  as  romantic  as  Ossian,  he  disdains  all  re 
domontade  and  circumlocution;  and,  by  stripping 
his  subject  of  all  extraneous  matter,  he  reduces  the 
most  complex  proposition  down  to  the  laconic  sim- 
plicity of  a  self-evident  axiom." 

What,  then,  are  we  to  think  of  a  British  minister, 
who  could  violate  his  most  sacred  pledges  of  pro- 
tection to  a  man  of  this  exalted  description  ?  But 
Lord  Castlereagh's  mind  was  not  capable  of  estimat- 
ing the  worth  and  talents  of  Napoleon,  and  the 
mean  expedient  to  which  his  lordship  resorted  to 
gain  possession  of  the  emperor's  person  will  ever  re- 
flect the  greatest  possible  disgrace  upon  his  character, 
both  as  a  man  and  a  minister.  The  petty,  vexatious, 
and  unjustifiable  conduct,  to  which  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon was  afterwards  subjected  at  St  Helena,  was 
equal  in  meanness  to  his  capture.  When  the  em- 
peror quitted  the  Bellerophon,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
the  officers  and  ship's  company  were  in  consterna- 
tion ;  they  felt  implicated  in  the  shame  and  the  in* 
justice  of  such  a  procedure.    Napoleon   traversed 
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the  deck  to  descend  into  the  sloop,  with  calmness 
and  a  smile  upon  his  lips,  having  at  his  side  Ad- 
miral Keith.  He  stopped  before  Captain  Maitland, 
charged  him  to  testify  his  satisfaction  to  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Bellerophon,  and,  seeing  him  ex- 
tremely grieved,  said  to  him,  by  way  of  consolation, 
"  Posterity  cannot,  in  any  wayf  accuse  you  for  what 
is  taking  place;  you  Jiave  been  deceived  as  well  as 
myself?'  Napoleon  enjoyed,  during  twenty-four 
days,  the  protection  of  the  British  flag ;  he  sojourned 
in  the  inner  roads  of  Torbay  and  Plymouth ;  and 
it  was  not  until  after  that  lapse  of  time,  on  the  8th 
of  August,  when  passing  on  board  the  Northumber- 
land, that  Admiral  Keith  disarmed  the  French, — the 
delivering  up  of  arms  being  one  of  the  characteristics 
of  prisoners  of  war.  The  arms  of  the  emperor,  how- 
ever, were  not  demanded* 

It  would  be  unnecessary  to  give  a  copy  of  the 
"  official "  regulations,  which  Lord  Castlereagh  or- 
dered to  be  observed  towards  the  illustrious  Na- 
poleon; their  tyrannical  operation  will  be  made 
manifest  in  the  following  correspondence : 


LETTER  FROM  COUNT  MONTHOLON  TO   THE 
GOVERNOR,  SIR  HUDSON  LOWE. 

"Longwood,  23rd  August,  1816. 

"  General, 
"  I  have  received  the  treaty  of  the  2nd  August, 
1815,    concluded  between  bis  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
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and  the  King  of  Prussia,  which  was  annexed  to  your 
letter  of  the  23rd  July. 

"The  Emperor  Napoleon  protests  against  the 
contents  of  that  treaty.  He  is  not  the  prisoner  of 
England :  after  having  abdicated,  into  the  hands  of 
the  representatives  of  the  nation,  for  the  advantage 
of  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  French  people, 
and  in  favour  of  his  son,  he  repaired  voluntarily  and 
freely  to  England,  to  live  there  as  a  private  indivi- 
dual, in  retirement,  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  laws.  The  violation  of  all  laws  cannot  con* 
stitute  a  right;  in  point  of  fact,  the  person  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  is  in  the  power  of  England ;  but 
in  fact,  and  of  right,  he  has  not  been  and  is  not  in 
the  power  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  even  ao 
cording  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  England,  who 
never  admitted  into  the  balance,  in  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  the  Russians,  the  Austrians,  the  Prus- 
sians, the  Spaniards,  the  Portuguese,  although  she 
was  united  to  those  powers  by  treaties  of  alliance, 
and  made  war  conjointly  with  them.  The  conven- 
tion of  the  2nd  August,  made  fifteen  days  after  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  was  in  England,  cannot,  of  right, 
have  any  effect ;  it  exhibits  only  a  spectacle  of  a  co- 
alition of  the  four  great  powers  of  Europe  for  the 
oppression  of  a  single  man! — a  coalition  disclaimed 
by  the  opinion  of  all  people,,  and  at  variance  with  all 
the  principles  of  sound  morality.  The  Emperors  of 
Austria  and  of  Russia,  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  not 
having,  either  in  fact  or  of  right,  any  controul  over 
the  person  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  they  have  had 
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no  power  to  decree  any  thing  concerning  htm.  If 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  been  in  the  power  of  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  that  prince  would  have  recol- 
lected the  relations  which  religion  and  nature  have 
placed  between  a  lather  and  a  son, — relations  which 
are  never  violated  with  impunity.  He  would  have 
recollected,  that  Napoleon  has  four  times  restored 
him  to  his  throne:  at  Leoben,  in  1797,  and  at 
LuneviDe,  in  1801,  when  his  armies  were  under  the 
walls  of  Vienna;  at  Presburg,  in  1806,  and  at  Vi- 
enna, in  1809,  when  his  armies  were  masters  of  the 
capital,  and  of  three-fourths  of  the  monarchy.  That 
prince  would  have  recollected  the  protestations 
which  he  made  to  him  at  the  bivouac  of  Moravia,  in 
1806,  and  at  the  interviews  at  Dresden,  in  1812. 
If  the  person  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  been  in 
the  power  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  he  would 
have  called  to  mind  the  bonds  of  friendship  con- 
tracted at  Tilsit,  at  Erfurt,  and  during  twelve  years 
of  daily  intercourse.  He  would  have  remembered 
the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  on  the  day 
after  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  when,  having  it  in  his 
power  to  make  him  prisoner  with  the  wreck  of  his 
army,  he  contented  himself  with  his  parole,  and  suf- 
fered him  to  operate  his  retreat.  He  would  have 
called  to  mind  the  dangers  which  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon personally  braved  to  extinguish  the  conflagra- 
tion o£  Moscow,  and  preserve  to  him  that  capital. 
Certainly,  that  prince  would  not  have  violated  the 
duties  of  friendship  and  gratitude  towards  a  friend 
in  misfortune.    If  the  person  of  the  Emperor  Na* 
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poleon  had  even  been  in  the  power  of  the  King  of 
Prussia,  that  sovereign  would  not  have  forgotten, 
that  it  depended  on  the  emperor,  after  the  day  of 
Friedland,  to  place  another  prince  on  the  throne  of 
Berlin;   he  would  not  have  forgotten,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  disarmed  enemy,  the  protestations  of  de- 
votedness  and  the  sentiments  which  he  expressed 
to  him  in   1812,   at  the    interviews    of  Dresden. 
Accordingly,  it  is  obvious  in  the  Articles  2  and  9 
of  the  said  treaty  of  the  2nd  August,  that,  being  un- 
able in  any  way  to  influence  the  fate  of  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon's  person,  which  is  not  in  their  power, 
those  same  persons  agree  to  what  shall  be  done 
thereon  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  who  under- 
takes to  fulfil  all  obligations.    These  princes  have 
reproached  the  Emperor  Napoleon  with  having  pre- 
ferred the  protection  of  the  English  laws  to  their 
protection.     The  false  notions  which  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  had  of  the  English  laws,  and  of  the  in- 
fluence which  the  opinion  of  a  great,  generous,  and 
free  people  had  on  their  government,  induced  him  to 
prefer  the  protection  of  their  laws   to  that  of 
father-in-law,  or  his  old  friend.     The  Emperor 
poleon  was  ever  competent  to  ensure  what  concerned 
him  personally,  by  a  diplomatic  treaty,  either  by  re- 
placing himself  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  Loire, 
or  by  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the 
Gironde,  which  General  Claus  commanded..    But, 
seeking  thenceforward  only  retirement,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  of  a  free  nation,  either  English 
or  American,  all  stipulations  appeared  to  him  un- 
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necessary.  He  thought  the  English  would  be  more 
bound  by  his  frank,  noble,  and  confident  procedure, 
than  they  would  have  been  by  the  most  solemn 
treaties.  He  was  mistaken.  But  this  error  will 
always  make  true  Britons  blush ;  and,  both  in  the 
present  and  in  future  generations,  it  will  be  a  proof 
of  the  faithlessness  of  the  English  administration. 
An  Austrian  and  a  Russian  commissioner  have  ar- 
rived at  St.  Helena.  If  the  object  of  their  mission 
be  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  which  the  Emperors 
of  Austria  and  Russia  contracted  by  the  treaty  of 
the  2nd  of  August,  and  to  see  that  the  English 
agents,  in  a  small  colony,  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean, 
do  not  fail  in  the  attentions  due  to  a  prince,  bound 
to  them  by  the  ties  of  kindred  and  by  so  many  other 
relations,  there  may  be  recognised  in  this  procedure 
some  characteristics  of  those  sovereigns.  But  you, 
sir,  have  affirmed  that  those  commissioners  had  nei- 
ther the  right  nor  the  power  to  form  any  opinion  as 
to  whatever  takes  place  on  this  rock. 

"  The  English  ministry  have  caused  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  to  be  transported  to  St.  Helena,  2000 
leagues  from  Europe.  This  rock  is  situated  in  the 
tropic,  900  leagues  from  any  continent ;  it  is  subject 
to  the  consuming  heats  of  this  latitude ;  it  is  covered 
with  clouds  and  fogs  during  three  quarters  of  the 
year ;  it  is  at  once  the  driest  and  the  most  humid 
country  in  the  world ;  such  a  climate  is  most  ad- 
verse to  the  emperor's  health.  It  was  hatred  that 
dictated  the  choice  of  this  abode,  as  well  as  the 
instructions  given  by  the  English  ministry  to  the 
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officers  commanding  at  this  place.    They  have  been 
ordered  to  call  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  c  General/ 
wishing  to  oblige  him  to  acknowledge  that  he  has 
never  reigned  in  France ;  and  this  has  determined 
him  not  to  assume  a  name  of  incognito,  as  he  had 
resolved  to  do  on  quitting  France.     As  first  magis- 
trate, for  life,  of  the  republic,  he  concluded  the  pre- 
liminaries of  London  and  the  treaty  of  Amiens  with 
the  King  of  Great  Britain ;  he  received,  as  ambas- 
sadors, Lord  Cornwallis,  Mr.  Merry,  and  Lord  Whit- 
worth,  who  sojourned  in  this  quality  at  his  court 
He  accredited  to  the  King  of  England  Count  Otto 
and  General  Andreossy,  who  resided  as  ambassadors 
at  the  court   of  Windsor.      When,   after  an  inter- 
change of  letters  between  the  two  administrations  of 
foreign  affairs,  Lord  Lauderdale  came  to  Paris,  in- 
vested with  full  powers  from  the  King  of  England, 
he  treated  with  plenipotentiaries  invested  with  full 
powers  from  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and  sojourned 
several    months    at  the  court  of  the  Thuiileries. 
When,  subsequently,  at  Chatillon,  Lord  Castlereagh 
signed  the  ultimatum  which  the  allied  powers  pre- 
sented to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon, he  thereby  recognised  the  fourth  dynasty. 
That  ultimatum  was  more  advantageous  than  the 
treaty  of  Paris;  but  it  was  demanded  that  France 
should  renounce  Belgium  and  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  which  was  contrary  to  the  propositions  of 
Frankfort,  and  to  the  proclamations  of  the  allied 
powers,    which  was  contrary  also  to  the  oath   by 
which  at  his  coronation  the  emperor  had  sworn  to  the 
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integrity  of  the  empire.  The  emperor  then  thought 
that  the  natural  limits  were  necessary  to  the  gua- 
rantee of  France,  and  to  the  equilibrium  of  Europe. 
He  •  thought  that  the  French  nation,  in  their  then 
existing  circumstances,  ought  rather  to  incur  all  the 
chances  of  war  than  to  depart  from  them.  France 
would  have  obtained  that  integrity,  and  with  it 
preserved  her  honour,  if  treason  had  not  come  to 
the  aid  of  the  allies. 

"  The  treaty  of  the  2nd  August  and  the  British 
bill  in  parliament  call  the  emperor,  *  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte/ and  do  not  give  him  the  title  of  general. 
The  title  of  General  Bonaparte  is  doubtless  emi- 
nently glorious;  the  emperor  bore  it  at  Lodi,  at 
Castiglione,  at  Rivoli,  at  Areola,  at  Leoben,  at  the 
Pyramids,  at  Aboukir;  but  for  seventeen  years 
he  has  borne  that  of  first  consul  and  of  emperor. 
It  would  be  to  allow  that  he  has  not  been  either  first 
magistrate  of  the  republic,  or  sovereign  of  the  fourth 
dynasty.  Those  who  think  that  nations  are  mere 
flocks,  which  belong,  by  divine  right,  to  certain 
families,  are  not  in  the  spirit  of  the  age,  nor  even  in 
that  of  the  English  legislature,  which  several  times 
changed  the  order  of  its  dynasty,  because  great 
changes  that  had  taken  place  in  opinions,  in  which 
the  reigning  princes  did  not  participate,  had  ren~ 
dered  them  inimical  to  the  welfare  and  to  a  great 
majority  of  that  nation.  For  kings  are  only  he- 
reditary MAGISTRATES,  WHO  EXIST  BUT  FOR  THE 
WELFARE   OF   NATIONS,     AND    NOT    NATIONS    FOR  THE 

satisfaction  .  of  kings.     It  was  the  same  spirit  of 
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hatred  which  prdained  that  '  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
should  not  write  or  receive  any  letter,  unless  it  was 
opened  and  read  by  the  English  ministers  and  the 
officers  of  St.  Helena.9     He  has  thus  been  denied 
the  possibility  of  receiving  news  from  his  mother,  his 
wife,  his  son,  his  brothers ;  and  when,  desirous  of 
avoiding  the   inconvenience  of  seeing  his    letters 
read  by  subaltern  officers,  he  wished  to  send  letters 
sealed  to  the  Prince  Regent,  the  answer  was,  that 
they  could  only  undertake  to  let  open  letters  pass ; 
that  *  such  were  the  instructions  of  the  ministry/ 
This  measure  needs  not  be  reflected  on  ;  it  will  gite 
strange  ideas   of  the  spirit  of  the  administration 
which  dictated  it ;  it  would  even  be  disclaimed  at 
Algiers  I    Letters  have  arrived  forv  general  officers 
of  the  emperor's  suite;  they  were  unsealed,  and 
were  remitted  to  you ;   you  did  not  communicate 
them,  because  they  had  not  passed  through  the  chan- 
nel of  the  English  ministry.    It  was  necessary  to 
make  them  travel  over  again  4000  leagues,  and  those 
officers  had  the  pain  of  knowing  that  there  existed 
.  on  this  rock,  news  from  a  wife,  a  mother,  children, 
which  they  were  not  to  know  for  six  months.    The 
heart  rises  at  this!!    We  were  not  allowed  to  sub- 
scribe for  the  Morning  Chronicle,  the  Morning  Post, 
and  some  French  journals.    Some  odd  numbers  of 
the  Times  were  now  and  then  sent  to  Longwood. 
Upon  the  demand  made  on  board  the  Northumber- 
land, some  books  were  sent,  but  all  those  relative  to 
transactions  of  late  years  were  carefully  withheld. 
It  was  afterwards   wished   to    correspond  with  a 
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London  bookseller,  in  order  to  have  direct  means  of 
obtaining  some  books  that  were  wanted,  and  those 
which  related  to  the  events  of  the  day:  this  was 
prevented.  An  English  author  having  performed  a 
voyage  in  France,  and  having  printed  it  in  London, 
took  the  trouble  to  send  it  you,  that  it  might  be 
offered  to  the  emperor;  but  you  did  not  think  your- 
self empowered  to  transmit  it  to  him,  because  it  had 
not  come  to  you  by  the  channel  of  your  govern- 
ment. It  is  also  said  that  other  books  sent  by  their 
authors  could  not  be  transmitted,  because  on  the 
title  page  of  some  were  the  words  '  To  the  Emperor 
Napoleon/  and  on  others  '  To  Napoleon  the  Great/ 
The  English  ministry  are  not  authorized  to  order 
any  of  these  vexations ;  the  law  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment, though  iniquitous,  considers  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon as  a  prisoner  of  war;  and  prisoners  of  war 
have  never  been  forbidden  to  subscribe  for  journals, 
or  to  receive  books  which  are  printed.  Such  a  pro- 
hibition is  made  only  in  the  dungeons  of  the  inqui- 
sition. 

"  The  isle  of  St.  Helena  is  ten  leagues  in  circum- 
ference ;  it  is  inaccessible  on  all  sides ;  the  coast  is 
surrounded  by  some  brigs,  and  there  are  posts 
placed  on  its  verge  within  sight  of  each  other,  which 
render  all  communication  with  the  sea  impracticable. 
There  is  only  one  small  village,  James  Town,  where 
vessels  arrive  and  depart. %  To  prevent  an  individual 
from  quitting  the  island,  it  is  sufficient  to  guard  the 
coast  by  sea  and  land.  In  interdicting  the  interior 
of  the  island,  therefore,  there  can  only  be  one  ob- 
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ject,  that  of  excluding  an  easy  ride  of  eight  or  ten 
miles,  which  exclusion,  in  the  opinion  of  profes- 
sional men,  is  shortening  the  life  of  the  emperor. 

"  The  emperor  has  been  established  at  Longwood, 
a  site  exposed  to  all  winds,  a  sterile  tract,  uninhabited, 
destitute  of  water,  unsusceptible  of  any  culture. 
There  i6  a  precinct  of  about  1200  toises  unculti- 
vated ;  at  the  distance  of  300  or  400  toises,  upon  a 
peak,  they  have  established  a  camp ;  another  has  just 
been  placed  about  the  same  distance,  in  the  opposite 
direction ;  so  that,  amidst  the  tropic  heats,  on  what- 
ever side  we  turn,  we  behold  nothing  but  camps.  Ad- 
miral Malcolm,  having  conceived  how  useful  a  tent 
would  be  to  the  emperor  in  such  a  situation,  has 
caused  one  to  be  pitched  by  his  sailors,  twenty  paces 
in  front  of  the  house;  this  is  the  only  place  where 
any  shade  can  be  found.  However,  the  emperor  has 
no  reason  but  to  be  satisfied  with  the  spirit  which 
animates  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  brave  53r<L, 
as  he  also  was  with  the  crew  of  the  Northumberland 
Longwood  House  was  built  to  serve  as  a  barn  for  the 
Company's  farm ;  subsequently,  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor of  the  island  had  some  rooms  fitted  up  there ; 
it  served  him  as  a  country-house,  but  it  had  none 
of  the  conveniencies  of  a  dwelling.  For  a  year  past, 
men  have  been  constantly  at  work  there,  and  the 
emperor  has  been  continually  exposed  to  the  in- 
convenience and  insalubrity  of  inhabiting  a  house  in 
a  state  of  building.  The  room  in  which  he  sleeps 
is  too  small  to  contain  a  bed  of  ordinary  dimensions : 
but  every  addition  to  Longwood  House  would  pro- 
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long  the  annoyance  of  the  workmen's  attendance. 
Yet  in  this  miserable  island  there  are  beautiful  spots, 
presenting  fine  trees,  gardens,  and  pretty  good 
houses,  Plantation  House  among  others;  but  the 
positive  instructions  of  the  ministry  prohibit  you 
from  giving  that  house,  which  might  have  spared 
much  expense  from  your  treasure,  expense  employed 
in  building  at  Longwood  some  cottages  covered  with 
pitched  paper,  which  are  already  out  of  repair.  You 
have  forbidden  all  correspondence  between  us  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  isle ;  you  have  in  fact  placed 
the  house  of  Longwood  in  a  state  of  exclusion ;  yon 
have  even  fettered  the  communications  of  the  officers 
of  the  garrison.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  study  to 
deprive  us  of  the  few  resources  which  this  miserable 
country  affords,  and  we  are  here  as  we  should  be 
on  the  uncultivated  and  uninhabited  rock  of  Ascen- 
sion. During  the  four  months  that  you,  Sir,  have 
been  at  St  Helena,  you  have  deteriorated  the  situa- 
tion of  the  emperor.  Count  Bertrand  observed  to 
you,  that  you  were  violating  even  the  law  of  your 
legislature ;  that  you  were  trampling  under  foot  the 
rights  of  general  officers,  prisoners  of  war :  you 
answered,  that  you  recognised  only  the  letter  of  your 
instructions,  that  they  were  worse  even  than  your 
conduct  appeared  to  us. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  General, 
"  Your  very  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)    "The  General  O.  De  Montholon." 
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P.  S.  I  had  signed  this  letter,  Sir,  when  I  re* 
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ceived  your's  of  the  17  th.     You  annex  to  it  an  es- 
timate   of  an    annual   sum    of  twenty    thousand 
pounds  sterling,  which  you  deem  indispensable  to 
meet  the  expenditure  of  the  establishment  at  Long- 
wood,  after  all  the  reductions  have  been  made  which 
you  have  judged  practicable.    The  discussion  of  this 
statement  cannot  in  any  manner  concern  us.    The 
emperor's  table  is  scarcely  what  is  strictly  necessary; 
all  the  provisions  are  of  bad  quality,  and  four  times 
dearer  than  at  Paris.     You  ask  of  the  emperor  i 
fund  of  twelve  thousand  pounds  sterling,  your  go- 
vernment allowing  you  only  eight  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  for  all  these  expenses.     I  have  had  the 
honour  to  tell  you  that  the  emperor  had  no  funds ; 
that  for  a  year  past  he  had  not  received  or  written 
any  letter ;  and  that  he  was  in  complete  ignorance 
as  to  what  is  passing  or  may  have  been  passing  in 
Europe.    Transported  by  violence  to  this  rock,  2000 
leagues  distant,  without  the  power  of  receiving  or 
writing  any  letter,  he  now  remains  entirely  at  the 
discretion  of  the  English  agents.     The  emperor  has 
always  desired,  and  does  desire,  to  defray  all  ex- 
penses  whatever  himself;  and  he  will  do  so  as  soon 
as  you  will  make  it  possible  for  him,  by  removing 
the  prohibition  imposed  on  the  merchants  of  the 
island,  of  forwarding  his   correspondence,    and  by 
consenting  that  it  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  inqui- 
sition by  you  or  any  of  your  agents.     As  soon  as  the 
wants  of  the  emperor  shall  be  known  in  Europe,  the 
persons  who  are  interested  concerning  him  will  send 
.the  necessary  funds  for  supplying  them. 
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"  The  letter  of  Lord  Bathurst,  which  you  have 
communicated  to  me,  gives  rise  to  some  strange 
ideas.  Were  your  ministers  then  ignorant  that  the 
spectacle  of  a  great  man  struggling  with  adversity 
is  the  sublimest  of  spectacles  ?  Were  they  ignorant 
that  Napoleon  at  St.  Helena,  amidst  persecutions  of 
all  kinds,  which  he  confronts  only  with  serenity,  is 
greater,  more  sacred,  more  venerable,  than  on  the 
first  throne  in  the  world,  where  he  was  so  long  the 
arbiter  of  kings  ?  Those  who  in  this  position  are 
wanting  in  what  is  due  to  Napoleon,  vilify  only 
their  own  character,  and  the  nation  which  they  re- 
present. 

(Signed)    "  The  Gen.  O.  De  Montholon." 

PROM  THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 


Longwood,  9th  September,  1816. 

General, 

"  I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  30th 
August ;  there  is  one  of  them  which  I  have  not 
communicated.  Count  Bertrand  and  myself  have 
had  the  honour  of  telling  you  several  times,  that  we 
could  not  take  charge  of  any  thing  which  would  be 
contrary  to  the  august  character  of  the  emperor. 
You  know  better  than  any  one,  Sir,  how  many 
letters  have  been  sent  from  the  post-office  to  Plan* 
tation  House;  you  have  forgotten  that,  upon  the 
representations  which  we  have  made  to  you  repeat* 
&%»  you  answered,  that  your  instructions  -  obliged 
you  to  let  nothing  go  to  Longwood,  either  letter, 
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book,  or  pamphlet,  unless  those  articles  had  passed 
the  scrutiny  of  your  government.  The  lieutenant 
of  the  Newcastle  having  been  the  bearer  of  a  letter 
to  Count  Lascases,  you  kept  that  letter,  but  the 
officer  deeming  his  delicacy  compromised,  you  trans- 
mitted it  thirty  days  after  it  had  reached  this  island, 
&c.  We  are  sure  that  our  families  aod  our  friends 
write  to  us  often ;  hitherto  we  have  received  very 
few  of  their  letters.  But  it  is  by  virtue  of  the  same 
principle,  that  you  this  day  disavow  that  you  have 
retained  the  books  and  pamphlets  that  have  been 
addressed  to  you,  and  yet  you  keep  them. 

"  Your  second  letter  of  the  30th  August,  Sir,  is 
no  answer  to  that  which  I  had  the  honour  to  write 
to  you,  to  remonstrate  against  the  changes  effected 
by  you  in  the  course  of  that  month,  and  which  de- 
molish all  the  basis  of  our  establishment  in  this 
country. 

"  1.  'There  is  no  part  of  my  written  instructions 
more  definite,  or  to  which  my  attention  is  more 
pointedly  called,  than  that  no  person  whatever 
should  hold  any  communication  with  (the  emperor) 
except  through  my  agency/  You  give  a  Judaical 
interpretation  to  your  instructions ;  there  is  nothing 
in  them  which  justifies  or  authorizes  your  conduct. 
Those  instructions  your  predecessor  had ;  you  had 
them  for  three  months  previous  to  the  changes  which 
you  effected  a  month  ago.  In  short,  it  was  not  dif- 
ficult for  you  to  reconcile  your  different  duties. 

"2.  *  I  have  already  acquainted  (the  emperor) 
personally  of  this.* 
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"  3.  '  In  addressing  all  strangers  and  other  per- 
sons, except  those  whose  duty  might  lead  them  to 
Longwood,  in  the  first  instance  to  Count  Bertrand, 
(or  asking  myself)  to  ascertain  whether  (the  em- 
peror) would  receive  their  visit,  and  in  not  giving 
passes,  except  to  such  persons  as  had  ascertained 
this  point,  or  were  directed  to  do  it,  I  conceive,'  &c. 

"  4.  «  It  is  not,  Sir,  in  my  power  to  extend  such 
privilege,  as  you  require,  to  Count  Bertrand/  &c. 

"I  am  obliged  to  declare  to  you,  Sir,  1st,  That 
you  have  communicated  nothing  to  the  emperor. 
2nd.  For  more  than  two  months  you  have  had  no 
communication  with  Count  Bertrand.  3rd  We  re- 
quire of  you  no  privilege  for  Count  Bertrand,  since 
I  only  ask  a  continuation  of  that  state  of  things 
which  existed  for  nine  months. 

"5.  *  I  regret  to  learn  that  (the  emperor)  has 
been  incommoded  with  the  visits/  &c.  This  is 
bitter  irony. 

"  Instead  of  endeavouring  to  reconcile  your  dif- 
ferent duties,  Sir,  you  seemed  determined  to  per- 
sist in  a  system  of  continual  vexations.  Will  this 
do  honour  to  your  character?  Will  it  merit  the 
approbation  of  your  government  and  your  nation  ? 
Permit  me  to  doubt  it. 

"  Several  general  officers,  who  arrived  in  the 
Cornwallis,  desired  to  be  presented  at  Longwood. 
If  you  had  referred  them  to  Count  Bertrand,  as  you 
had  hitherto  referred  all  strangers  presenting  them- 
selves in  the  island,  they  would  have  been  received. 
You  have  doubtless  your  reasons  for  preventing  per- 
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sons  of  some  distinction  from  coming  to  Longwood; 
allege,  if  you  choose,  as  you  commonly  do,  the 
tenour  of  your  instructions ;  but  do  not  misrepresent 
the  intentions  of  the  emperor. 

"  The  younger  Lascases  and  Capt  Pionkowski 
were  yesterday  in  the  town.  An  English  lieutenant 
accompanied  them  thither,  and  then,  conformably 
to  orders  existing  until  that  day,  left  them  at  liberty 
to  go  and  see  what  persons  they  wished.  Whilst 
young  Lascases  was  talking  with  some  young  ladies, 
the  officer  came,  and,  with  extreme  pain  at  being 
charged  with  so  disagreeable  a  commission,  declared 
that  your  orders  were  Hot  to  lose  sight  of  him.  This 
is  contrary  to  what  has  taken  place  heretofore.  It 
would,  I  think,  be  proper  that  you  should  make 
known  to  us  the  changes  you  are  effecting.  This  is 
forbidding  us  every  visit  to  town,  and  thus  violating 
your  instructions  *.     Yet  you  know  that  scarcely  one 

*  However  tyrannical  the  orders  of  Lord  Castlereagh  might  have 
been,  we  cannot  help  remarking  on  the  petty  pleasure  Sir  Hudson 
took  in  executing  them,  even  to  the  very  letter.  It  was  this  kiod 
of  conduct  in  Napoleon's  jailer  that  gave  rise  to  the  following 
distich ; 

"  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
Byname,  and  ah!  by  hat  use  so!" 

Napoleon  himself  said  of  thjs  governor,  "  I  have  had  to  do  witb 
men  of  all  countries ;  I  never  saw  any  who  bad  so  bad  a  physiog- 
nomy, and  a  more  execrable  conversation.  He  writes  with  the 
intention  of  being  amicable.  That  is  a  contrast  to  the  ignoble  vex* 
ations  that  are  daily  imagined.  There  is  something  sinister  in 
all  this."  Without  contradicting  the  repeated  asseverations  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  that  he  only  acted  according  to  instructions,  we  mart 
say,  that  any  man  of  honour  should  rather  have  resigned  his  oftce  than 
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of  the  persons  at  Longwood  goes  to  the  town  once  a 
month,  and  there  is  no  circumstance  which  can  au- 
thorize you  to  change  the  established  order.     This 


have  executed  them ;  for  they  were  not  only  unnecessary  to  the  security 
of  Napoleon,  but  they  were  also  illegal.  But  8ir  Hudson  did  not 
possess  moral  courage ;  he  was  captious  and  mistrustful,  and  was  not 
at  all  calculated  for  the  delicate  offices  he  had  to  perform ;  he  created 
his  own  fears,  and  lost  his  understanding  in  endeavouring  to  fore- 
see misfortune.    Count  Lascases  thus  writes  of  him : 

"  The  noble-minded  English  beside  us,"  says  the  Count,  "  as 
well  as  those  who  merely  visited  the  island,  used  to  say  that  our 
treatment  would  experience  a  great  and  blessed  change  when  the 
new  governor  appeared,  &c.  &c.  This  new  Messiah  at  length 
came ;  but,  gracious  God  ! — the  word  escapes  involuntarily  from  my 
pen, — it  was  an  executioner,  a  gen$-d*arme,  whom  they  had  sent. 
On  his  appearance,  every  thing  assumed  a  dark  and  gloomy  aspect; 
every  appearance  of  external  respect,  and  all  the  forms  prescribed 
by  a  due  regard  to  decency,  which  had  hitherto  been  observed,  at 
once  disappeared ;  every  day  since  has  been  to  us  a  day  of  greater 
pain  and  more  insulting  treatment ;  he  has  narrowed  still  farther  the 
boundaries  prescribed  to  us,  and  even  endeavoured  to  interfere  with 
our  domestic  economy;  he  has  strictly  interdicted  all  intercourse 
with  the  natives,  and  even  prohibited  all  society  with  officers  of  his 
own  nation ;  he  has  ordered  our  residence  to  be  surrounded  with 
ditches  and  palisades  ;  he  has  increased  the  number  of  soldiers,  and 
endeavoured  to  make  prisons  within  prisons;  he  has  surrounded  us 
with  objects  of  affright,  and  reduced  us  to  close  custody.  The  em- 
peror remains  almost  always  in  his  prison,  and  no  longer  leaves  his 
apartment.  The  few  audiences  which  he  has  given  to  that  officer 
have  been  highly  disagreeable  and  oppressive  to  him ;  he  has  put  an 
end  to  them,  and  determined  not  to  see  the  governor  any  more.  '  I 
had  just  grounds,'  he  observed,  '  to  complain  of  the  Admiral,  though 
he  had  at  least  a  heart ;  but  this  man  has  not  even  a  vestige  of  the 
character  of  an  Englishman,  he  is  nothing  but  a  low  Sicilian  ibirroS 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  pleads  the  instructions  of  his  minister  in  justifica- 
tion of  himself,  with  respect  to  all  these  complaints  j  if  this  justifi- 
cation is  well  founded,  his  instructions  are  most  barbarous ;  but  he 
can  bear  witness,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  endeavours  to  carry  them 
into  execution  in  a  barbarous  manner." 
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is  carrying  persecution  very  far !  I  cannot  conceive 
what  has  occasioned  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber ;  I  refer,  Sir,  to  the  postscript  of  my  letter  of 
the  23rd  August.  The  emperor  is  ill,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bad  climate  and  privations  of  all 
kinds,  and  I  have  not  made  known  to  him  all  the 
fastidious  details  that  have  been  made  to  me  on  your 
part.  All  this  has  been  going  on  for  two  months, 
and  should  have  been  terminated  long  ago,  as  the 
postscript  of  my  letter  of  the  23rd  August  is  ex- 
plicit. It  is  now  high  time  that  the  thing  should 
be  ended ;  but  it  appears  to  be  a  text  from  which 
to  insult  us. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  General, 
€t  Your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)     "  The  Gen.  O.  De  Montholon.* 

Count  Lascases  also  felt  so  indignant  at  the  treat- 
ment which  his  noble  master  experienced,  that  he 
reproached  the  governor,  in  no  very  measured  terms, 
with  his  want  of  common  humanity,  and  boldly 
asked  him,  "  Do  you  or  do  you  not  wish  to  kill  the 
emperor  ?"  For  this,  and  writing  complaints  to  his 
friends,  all  his  private  papers  were  seized,  and  him- 
self dismissed  the  island.  The  following  farewell 
letter  was  written  to  him,  on  this  occasion,  by  the 
emperor: 

"  My  dear  Count  Lascases, 

"  My  heart  sensibly  feels  what  you  endure ;  torn 
away  fifteen  days  ago  from  my  presence,  you  were 


91 

shut  up  during  that  period  in  secret,  without  my 
being  able  to  receive,  or  give  you,  any  news,  with- 
out your  having  communicated  with  anyone,  French 
or  English ;  deprived  even  of  the  servant  of  your 
choice. 

"  Your  conduct  at  St.  Helena  has  been,  like  your 
life,  honourable,  and  without  reproach :  i  love  to 
tell  you  so. 

"  Your  letter  to  one  of  your  friends,  a  lady  in 
London,  has  nothing  in  it  that  is  reprehensible ;  you 
there  pour  forth  your  whole  heart  into  the  bosom 
of  friendship.  That  letter  is  like  eight  or  ten  others, 
which  you  have  written  to  the  same  person,  and 
which  you  have  sent  unsealed.  The  commandant 
of  this  place,  having  had  the  delicacy  to  sift  out  the 
expressions  which  you  confide  to  friendship,  has  re- 
proached you  with  them.  Latterly  he  threatened  to 
send  you  away  from  the  island,  if  your  letters  con- 
tained any  more  complaints  against  him.  He  has, 
by  so  doing,  violated  the  first  duty  of  his  place,  the 
first  article  of  his  instructions,  and  the  first  senti- 
ment of  honour.  He  has  thus  authorized  you  to 
seek  the  means  of  conveying  the  effusions  of  your 
feelings  to  the  bosom  of  your  friends,  and  of  ac- 
quainting them  with  the  culpable  conduct  of  the 
commandant.  But  you  have  been  very  artless:  it 
has  been  very  easy  to  take  your  confidence  by 
surprise. 

"  They  were  waiting  for  a  pretext  to  seize  your 
papers;  but  your  letter  to  your  London  friend 
could  not  authorize  a  police  visit  to  you ;  for  it  con- 
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tains  no  plot,  no  mystery ;  it  is  simply  the  expression 
of  a  noble  and  frank  heart.  The  illegal  and  pre- 
cipitate conduct  pursued  on  this  occasion  bears  the 
stamp  of  a  very  base  personal  hatred. 

"  In  countries  the  least  civilized,  exiles,  pri- 
soners, and  even  criminals,  are  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  of  the  magistrates.  The 
persons  appointed  to  guard  them  have  chiefs,  either 
in  the  administrative  or  judicial  order,  who  super- 
intend them.  Upon  this  rock,  the  man  who  makes 
the  most  absurd  regulations  executes  them  with 
violence,  transgresses  all  laws,  and  there  is  no  one 
to  restrain  the  excesses  of  his  temper. 

"  They  envelop  Longwood  with  a  mystery,  which 
they  would  wish  to  render  impenetrable,  in  order 
to  conceal  a  criminal  conduct ;  and  this  leaves  room 
for  suspecting  the  most  criminal  intentions ! ! 

"  By  some  rumours  artfully  spread,  it  was  wished 
to  mislead  the  officers,  strangers,  inhabitants,  and 
even  the  agents  who  are  said  to  be  maintained  by 
Austria  and  Russia  in  this  place;  doubtless,  the 
English  government  is  deceived  in  the  same  way  by 
adroit  and  fallacious  statements. 

"  Your  papers,  among  which  it  was  known  that 
there  were  some  belonging  to  me,  have  been  seized 
without  any  formality,  near  my  apartment,  with  a 
marked  and  ferocious  exultation.  I  was  apprized  of 
this  a  few  moments  afterwards:  I  looked  through 
the  window,  and  saw  that  they  were  taking  you 
away.  A  numerous  staff  was  parading  round  the 
house;   I   could  fancy  I   saw  so  many  South  Sea 
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islanders  dancing  round  the  prisoners  whom  they 
were  going  to  devour* 

"  Tour  society  was  necessary  to  me ;  you  alone 
read,  spoke,  and  understood  English.  How  many 
nights  have  you  sat  up,  during  my  fits  of  sickness ! 
Yet  I  enjoin  you,  and,  if  need  be,  I  order  you,  to 
request  the  commandant  of  this  place  to  send  you 
back  to  the  Continent.  He  cannot  refuse  that,  since 
he  has  no  controul  over  you,  but  by  the  voluntary  act 
which  you  have  signed.  It  will  be  a  great  consola- 
tion to  me  to  know,  that  you  are  on  your  way  to 
more  fortunate  countries. 

"  On  arriving  in  Europe,  whether  you  go  to  Eng- 
land, or  return  home,  dismiss  the  remembrance  of 
the  ills  which  they  have  made  you  suffer ;  boast  of 
the  fidelity  which  you  have  shewn  me,  and  of  the 
great  affection  which  I  bear  you. 

"  If  you  should  one  day  see  my  wife  and  my  son, 
embrace  them.  For  two  years,  I  have  not  heard 
from  them,  directly  or  indirectly.  There  has  been 
for  six  months  in  this  place  a  German  botanist  who 
saw  them  in  the  garden  of  Schoenbrunn,  some 
months  before  his  departure;  the  barbarians  have 
carefully  prevented  him  from  giving  me  any  news 
from  them. 

M  My  body  is  in  the  power  of  the  hatred  of  my 
enemies  ;  they  forget  nothing  which  can  glut  their 
vengeance.  They  are  killing  me  by  inches.  But  the 
insalubrity  of  this  devouring  climate,  the  want  of 
every  thing  that  sustains  life,  will,  I  feel,  put  a 
speedy  end  to  this  existence,  the  last  moments  of 
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which  will  be  an  opprobrium  on  the  English  cha- 
racter ;  and  Europe  will  one  day  signalize  with 
horror  that  crafty  and  wicked  man*,  whom  true 
Englishmen  will  disown  as  a  Briton. 

"  As  there  is  every  reason  to  think,  that  you  will 
not  be  permitted  to  come  to  see  me  before  your  de- 
parture, receive  my  embraces,  the  assurance  of  my 
esteem,  and  my  friendship.     Be  happy. 

(Signed)        "  Napoleon. 

"  Uth  December,  1816.' 


We  might  add  many  other  proofs  of  the  inhu- 
manity exercised  towards  Napoleon,  were  it  necessary 
to  our  purpose.  Let  our  readers  look  over  the 
writings  of  O'Meara,  Lascasesf,  and  numerous 
other  persons  now  living,  both  French  and  English, 
who  bear  the  most  heart-rending  testimony  to  all 
that  was  done  to  torture  and  to  put  an  end  to  the 
life  of  this  great  man. 

The  inhuman  conduct  pursued  towards  the  cap- 
tive emperor  at  length  became  the  subject  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry.  A  motion  to  this  effect  was 
introduced  to  the  House  of  Peers  by  Lord  Holland, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1817.  Of  the  motives  by 
which  this  noble  lord  was  actuated,  it  is  difficult  to 


•  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  is,  doubtless,  the  person  here  alluded  to  by 
the  emperor  ;  bat  he  would  not  have  dared  to  act  as  he  did  if  such 
tyrannical  and  unfeeling  conduct  had  been  against  Lord  Castereagtrt 
approbation. 

1  Particularly  his  eloquent  and  manly  "  Appeal  to  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  on  the  case  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon." 
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award  sufficient  praise.  He  declared,  "  My 
motive  in  bringing  forward  this  motion  is  to  rescue 
parliament  and  the  country  from  the  stain  that  will 
attacfc  to  them,  if  any  harsh  or  ungenerous  treat* 
ment  has  been  used  towards  Napoleon."  Such  an 
anxiety  for  the  character  of  his  country  was,  doubt* 
less,  a  patriotic  and  proper  motive;  but  it  never 
ought  to  claim  precedence  of  the  great,  permanent, 
and  universal  feelings  of  pity  for  the  unfortunate, 
which  are  among  the  noblest  characteristics  of  our 
nature.  His  lordship,  therefore,  might  have  insisted 
more  upon  the  merit  of  a  motive  to  which,  on  all 
occasions,  he  has  shewn  himself  to  be  eminently 
entitled.  That  the  praiseworthy  object  of  Lord 
Holland's  motion  was  not  attained  must  be  matter  of 
deep  regret  to  every  man  who  wishes  to  maintain 
the  reputation  of  his  country.  But  the  ministers 
shuffled  over  the  charge  by  reading  partial  extracts 
from  those  documents  which  his  lordship  wished  to 
have  produced,  while  they  refused  an  examination 
of  the  entire  papers.  This,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
had  a  very  suspicious  appearance.  Such  a  mode  of 
proceeding  was  contrary  to  the  long-established 
usages  of  the  House,  to  the  laws  of  evidence,  and 
to  the  common  course  of  practice  in  all  investigation  ; 
and,  however  it  might  answer  Lord  Castlereagh's 
purpose,  was  little  calculated  to  dispel  the  doubts  of 
impartial  inquirers,  or  to  make  a  satisfactory  case  to 
the  world  and  to  posterity.  What  judgment  would 
a  foreigner  form  of  this  matter,  who  might  have 
heard  the  blessings  of  our  happy  administration  of 
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justice  extolled  to  the  skies?  A  captive,  the  most 
illustrious  ever  classed  under  that  head,  complained 
of  the  unnecessary  rigour  of  his  treatment.  A  Bri- 
tish peer  made  a  motion  in  parliament  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  these  allegations,  and  for  the  produc- 
tion of  papers  connected  with  and  tending  to  eluci- 
date the  subject.  The  secretary  of  state  con- 
tended, that  the  assertions  of  the  complainant  were 
groundless,  read  partial  extracts  from  the  papers  in 
question,  but  refused  their  entire  production,  and 
negatived  the  motion  for  them,  without  assigning 
any  sufficient  reason.  If  Lord  Castlereagh  thought 
the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  such  a  garbled  state- 
ment would  be  favourable  to  his  cause,  he  must 
have  built  his  logic,  not  upon  the  reason  of  the 
matter,  but  upon  the  votes  of  his  pensioned 
adherents, — a  mode  of  conclusion  not  at  all  un- 
common or  unnatural  to  this  minister.  His  lord- 
ship, indeed,  considered  his  conduct  to  Napoleon 
as  meritorious,  on  account  of  that  great  man  having 
been  the  enemy  of  England !  But  does  it  follow 
that,  because  the  uncertain  events  of  war  had  placed 
the  French  emperor  in  a  situation  to  claim  the  pro- 
tection of  our  laws  as  a  private  individual,  that  his 
lordship  was  justified  in  betraying  his  misplaced 
confidence,  or  in  treating  him  with  the  same  spirit 
of  hostility  when  he  was  a  helpless  captive,  as  when 
he  was  a  powerful  general  arrayed  in  arms  against 
the  whole  of  Europe  ?  A  doctrine,  more  repugnant 
to  humanity,  more  dangerous  in  its  consequences  to 
society,  cannot  be  conceived.    From  what  code  of 
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morality,  or  from  what  system  of  religion,  did  hi* 
lordship  borrow  such  a  principle?  Much  has  been 
said  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  kindness  of  heart ;  but 
what  a  dark  scroll  of  evidence  does  the  treatment  of 
Napoleon  at  St  Helena  exhibit  against  such  an  as- 
sertion !  To  commiserate  a  fallen  foe,  to  be  moved 
by  the  sad  spectacle  of  his  fortunes,  is  the  natural 
propensity  and  inseparable  concomitant  of  every 
man  possessing  "  personal  courage,"  or  "  kind- 
kess  of  heart:99 

"  The  truly  brave 
Will  ralorous  actions  prize, 
Respect  a  great  and  noble  mind. 
Albeit  in  enemies  ;*' 

while  to  oppress  an  adversary  in  your  power,  whe- 
ther among  nations  or  individuals,  is  not  only  con- 
sidered cowardly,  but  abject,  ungenerous,  and 
savage.  There  is  no  circumstance  which  reflects  so 
much  disgrace  on  the  national  character  of  the 
Romans  as  their  behaviour  to  Hannibal.  The  treat- 
ment which  he  received  has  been  stigmatized  as  an 
act  of  complicated  meanness,  cruelty,  and  injustice. 
In  modern  times,  the  case  of  Napoleon  seems  most 
closely  to  resemble  that  of  Hannibal,  both  in  the 
splendour  of  his  achievements  while  he  was  victorious, 
and  in  the  sad  similitude  of  fortune  after  his  being 
defeated  and  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 
It  is  true  that  Napoleon  did  not  "  play  the  Roman'9 
and  kill  himself,  as  Hannibal  did* ;  but  a  portion  of 

*  Plutarch  assigns  him  three  different  deaths ;  bnt  Livy  tells  as, 
that  Hannibal  drank  poison,  which  he  always  carried  about  with 
hint,  in  case  he  should  be  taken  by  surprise. 
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the  words  which  the  Carthaginian  general  used  on 
that  occasion  might   have  been  aptly  repeated  by 
Napoleon,    with  merely    an   alteration   of  names : 
"  The  victory  which  Flamininus  gains  over  a  man, 
disarmed  and  betrayed,  will  not  do  him  much  ho- 
nour.    This  single  day  will  be  a  lasting  testimony  of 
the  great  degeneracy  of  the  Romans,    They  have 
deputed  a  person  of  consular  dignity  to  spirit  up 
Prusias  impiously  to  murder  one  who  is  hi6  guest !" 
It  is  curious   to  reflect  that,  in  the  annals  of  the 
world,  the  same  action,  according  to  circumstances, 
at  one  time  is.  a  crime, — at  another,  an  act  of  hero- 
ism !     The  same  man  is  at  one  time  a  Claudius, — 
at  another,  a  Marcus  Aurelius.     Cataline  is  but  a 
ifile  conspirator.     If,  however,  he  had  been  able  to 
found  an  empire,  like  Caesar,  he  would  have  been 
esteemed  a  benefactor.    Our  Oliver  Cromwell  was 
acknowledged  till  his  last  hour,  and  his  protection 
sought  by  all  sovereigns ;  but  after  his  death,  his 
body  was  suspended  on  a  gibbet :  he  only  wanted  a 
son  like  himself  to  enable  him  to  form  a  new  dynasty. 
So  long  as  Napoleon  was  fortunate,  Europe  bowed 
at  his  footstool,  while  the  first  princes  thought  it  an 
honour  to  ally  themselves  with  his  family,  and  to 
obtain  his  smile  was  esteemed  a  favour.     As  soon, 
however,  as  he  fell  a  prey  to  treachery,  it  was  pre- 
tended that  he  was  nothing  more  than  a  miserable ' 
adventurer,  an  usurper,  without  talent  and  without 
courage !  i 

But,  even  allowing  that  any  sufficient  argument 
could  have  been  urged  for  the  detention  of  Napo 
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leon,  auraly  all  restraint  beyond  wh*t  was  strictly 
necessary  for  the  security  of  his  person  was  unjus- 
tifiable, and  every  species  of  mortification,  not  only 
ungenerous,  but  absolutely  criminal  Lord  Castle- 
jeagh  ought,  at  least,  in  giving  directions  for  his 
custody,  to  have  been  particularly  circumspect  that 
no  real  or  seeming  unkindnesses  were  exercised 
against  the  captive  emperor.  If  the  coercive  plea- 
sures adopted  were  thought  necessary,  they  should 
have  been  introduced  in  a  more  conciliatory  manner, 
and  with  every  allowance  for  the  irritation  and  im- 
patience which  exile  and  imprisonment  will  be  sure 
to  produce  upon  the  most  apathetic  being  in  crea- 
tion. But,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
ungentlemanly  and  ignoble  proceedings  pursued 
against  Napoleon  at  SL  Helena,  can  we  feel  sur- 
prised at  the  bursts  of  indignation  which  now  and 
then  escaped  him  at  the  cowardly  conduct  of  his 
jailer?  That  he  should  have  viewed  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  as  the  meanest  creature  in  existence,  is  not  at 
all  to  be  wondered  at ;  for  it  appeared  as  if 


"  Some  demon  said,  '  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
Although  we've  got  the  dreaded  foe, 
Yet  here  the  question  pinches  : 
How  shall  we  crash  this  mighty  man  ?• 
Sir  Hudson  cried,  '  I  know  the  plan ; 
We'll  make  him  die  by  inches!'  " 

Neither  could  Napoleon  help  considering  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  as  the  "  demon  *  here  alluded  to.  His 
lordship  had  induced  him  on  board  a  British  ship, 
under  the  most  sacred  promises  of  bringing  him 

62 
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over  to  this  country,  that  he  might  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  under  the  blessings  of  our  so- 
much-boasted  constitution,  as  being  "  the  envy  and 
admiration  of  the  whole  world  !w  What  milder 
appellation  than  "  demon,"  therefore,  did  his  lord- 
ship deserve,  when,  violating  every  principle  of  hos- 
pitality, he  took  advantage  of  Napoleon's  faith  in 
such  promises,  and  seized  upon  the  opportunity  it 
afforded  him  of  arresting  the  emperor  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  and  of  sending  him  to  a  barren  rock,  far 
from  his  wife,  child,  and  friends,  to  be  a  prey  to  an 
unwholesome  climate,  and  the  rude  insults  of  a 
mean  and  pitiful  man  like  Sir  Hudson  Lowe ! 

"  Great  God  of  war,  and  was  it  so 

That  Britons  crush*d  a  fallen  foe ! 

Had  Wellington  been  taken, 

(And  there  were  chances  on  that  day) 

Would  Bonaparte  have  used  his  sway, 

And  left  him  thus  forsaken  >" 

Indeed,  there  was  once  a  time  when  this  same  Lord 
Castlereagh  might  have  been  taken  prisoner  by  Na- 
poleon, which  would  most  probably  have  been  done, 
if  the  French  emperor  had  possessed  no  loftier  ideas 
of  justice  and  honour  than  his  lordship  exhibited. 
This  circumstance  is  related  by  Mr.  CVMeara,  in 
Bonaparte's  own  words,  as  follows  : 

"  When  Castlereagh  was  at  Chatillon  with  the  ambassadors  of  tic 
allied  powers,  after  some  successes  of  mine,  and  when  I  had,  in  a 
manner,  invested  the  town,  he  was  greatly  alarmed  lest  I  aught 
seize  him  and  make  him  prisoner.  Not  being  accredited  as  ao  am- 
bassador, nor  invested  with  any  diplomatic  character  to  Franc*,  I 
0i#hl  have  taken  him  as  an  enemy.     He  went  to  Caolincoart,  to 
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whom  be  mentioned  that  he  laboured  under  considerable  appre- 
hensions that  1 should  cause  violent  hands  to  be  laid  upon  him,  as  he 
acknowledged  I  bad  a  right  to  do.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to 
get  away  without  foiling  in  with  my  troops.  Caulincourt  replied, 
that  as  far  as  his  opinion  went,  he  would  say  that  I  should  not  med- 
dle with  him ;  but  that  he  could  not  answer  for  what  J  might  do. 
Immediately  alter,  he  (Caulincourt)  wrote  to  me  what  Castlereagh 
had  said,  and  his  answer.  I  signified  to  him  in  reply,  that  he  was 
to  tell  Castlereagh  to  make  his  mind  easy,  and  stay  where  he  was : 
that  I  would  consider  him  as  an  ambassador*  At  Chatillon,  (con- 
tinued Bonaparte)  when  speaking  about  the  liberty  enjoyed  in  Eng- 
land, Castlereagh  observed,  in  a  contemptuous  manner,  that  it  was 
aot  the  thing  most  to  be  esteemed  in  Englaud ;  that  it  was  an  usacs 
they  were  obliged  to  pnt  up  with ;  but  that  it  had  become  an  abuse. 
and  would  not  answer  for  other  countries." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  gratitude,  at  least,  ought 
to  have  prompted  different  conduct  in  Lord  Castle- 
reagh towards  Napoleon;  instead  of  which,  the 
charges  brought  against  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  by  Mr. 
O'Meara  were  not  only  deemed  unworthy  of  in* 
quiry,  but  his  lordship  actually  dismissed  the  accuser 
from  the  British  service.  Thus  a  deserving  and 
generous-minded  officer  was  ruined,  without  even  a 
hearing,  for  merely  attempting  to  do  an  act  of  jus* 
tice  to  the  exiled  Emperor  of  France!  The  charges 
against  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  however,  remained  the 
same,  and  this  summary  mode  of  revenge  inflicted 
on  Mr.  O'Meara  was  not  at  all  calculated  to  acquit 
Lord  Castlereagh  from  sharing  in  the  accusation  of 
wantonly  oppressing  Napoleon.  Could  any  thiug 
tend  more  to  criminate  his  lordship  than  the  sudden 
punishment  of  the  accuser,  while  in  the  act  of  pre- 
ferring his  complaint  ?  Grant  that  Mr.  O'Meara 
had  misconducted  himself,  and  that  he  had  thus 
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given  his  etnployer  a  right  to  dismiss  him,  surely  be 
ought  hot,  in  common  honesty,  to  have  done  so  till 
he  bad  first  given  him  every  opportunity  of  making 
good  his  charges*     His  lordship's  readiness  to  stig- 
matize,  and  even  silence  him,  in  this  manner,  wore 
any  appearance  but  that  of  an  honourable  anxiety  to 
meet  and  to  defy  his  adversary.     We  cannot  devote 
space  sufficient  to  bring  forward  the  charges  of  Mr. 
O'Meara ;  but  the  inquirer  will  find  himself  amply 
repaid  for  his  trouble  by  their  perusal.    As  Sir  Hud* 
son  Lowe  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  a  cowardly 
ruffian,  who  scrupled  not  to  execute  the  orders  of 
his  superiors  in  office,  however  unjust  they  might 
be,    the  real  odium  of  Napoleon's  treatment  and 
death  must  rest  upon  the  government,  of  which  Lord 
Castlereagh  was  the    most  active  member.     Mr. 
O'Meara  was  appointed  medical  attendant  upon  the 
emperor  by  this  government,  and  his  professional 
ability  and  private  worth  have   never  been  ques- 
tioned.    If  Lord  Castlereagh,  therefore,  willed  not 
the  death  of  Napoleon,  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
removed    those   causes   of   complaint    which  Mr. 
O'Meara  emphatically  pointed  out  "  would  render 
Bonaparte's  premature  death  as  inevitable  as  if  it 
were  to  take  place  under  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tioner!"   The  puUic  are  aware  how  fatally  this 
prediction  was  fulfilled ;  but  the  whole  evidence  of 
Mr.  O'Meara  would  carry  conviction  to  the  mind  of 
any  man  who  had  not  previously  determined  to  dis- 
believe truth.     Indeed,  he  has  been  confirmed  in 
many  essential  points  of  his  statements  by  the  ad- 
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missions  of  either  the  governor's  advocates  or  the 
governor  himself.  One  of  these  advocates  stated 
that  Mr*  CMeara  was  discharged  for  disobeying 
orders;  but  of  what  nature  were  those  orders? 
The  governor  wanted  him  to  act  as  a  spy  upon 
the  emperor,  and  to  sign  false  reports  of  the  state 
of  his  health !  Consequently,  Mr.  O'Meara  did  in- 
dignantly refuse  to  perform  such  a  base  and  cruel 
service;  and  what  man  of  honour  and  principle 
would  not  have  done  the  same  ?  A  refusal  of  this 
kind  reflects  no  disgrace  upon  Mr.  CMeara,  but 
will  rather  hand  his  name  down  to  posterity  as  one 
deserving  better  treatment  than  he  unfortunately  exr 
periencecL 

In  contemplating  the  manifold  deprivations  to 
which  Napoleon  ultimately  fell  a  victim,  we  cannot 
help  remarking  upon  one  peculiar  trait  of  the  human 
mind, — that  of  being  more  moved  by  fiction  than 
reality ;  for  a  tale  of  imaginary  woe  will  excite  more 
exquisite  feeling,  more  real  sympathy,  than  the  se- 
verest reverses  of  fortune  which  may  have  occurred 
in  our  time,  or  which  may  be  even  present  to  our 
view!  If  Napoleon,  for  instance,  had  been  an  ideal 
personage,  and  the  history  of  his  life  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  romance  or  poetry,  what  mind  so  dull 
but  would  have  moralized  upon  the  vicissitude  of 
human  affairs  ? — what  heart  so  cold  but  would  have 
felt  some  commiseration  for  the  captive  ?  But  when 
all  that  a  poet's  fancy  could  have  formed  and 
blended  of  surprising  extremes,  to  raise  the  interest 
of  the   reader  in  the  hero  of  the  tragedy,    had 
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actually  occurred  and  been  signally  manifested  in 
this  extraordinary  man, — when  he,  who  at  one  time 
was  raised  to  an  elevation  and  possessed  a  power 
never  enjoyed  by  any  other  individual,  was  hurled 
headlong  from  his  height  to  the  abyss  of  humiliation, 
was  imprisoned,  exiled,  captive,  and  forlorn, — how 
happened  it  that  the  feelings  of  our  nature  were  not 
to  take  their  accustomed  course,  that  the  sources  of 
sympathy  were  to  be   dried  up,    and  compassion, 
which  had  hitherto  been  considered  amongst  the 
most  amiable  of  virtues,  was  all  at  once  to  lose  its 
very  essence  and  property,  and  not  only  not  to  be 
numbered  amongst  our  weaknesses,  but  catalogued 
amongst  our  crimes?     For  the  prevalence  of  this 
disposition, — which,  alas!    was  too  observable  even 
among  those  classes  in  whom  education  and  the  in- 
tercourse of  enlightened  society  would  have  natu- 
rally led  to  an  expectation  of  better  feelings  and 
sounder  conclusions  on  the  subject, — it  is  difficult  to 
account;  unless  it  be  true  in   morals,  as  in  me- 
chanics, that  the  motion  may  be  continued  when  the 
impulse  has  ceased,  and  that  to  this  we  must  refer 
the  state  of  national  feeling  at  the  time  Napoleon 
was  suffering  an  accumulation  of  indignities  at  St 
Helena.     Since   his  death,   however,  the  injustice 
and  inhumanity  of  his  treatment  have  been  freely 
acknowledged  and   severely  commented   on ;    and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  his  great  name 
will  be  finally  rescued  from  that  misrepresentation 
which  interested  writers  have  endeavoured  to  sur- 
round all  his  actions. 
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From  the  affinity  between  fear  and  hatred,  there 
is  no  wonder  that  when  Napoleon  was  arrayed  as  our 
enemy,  we  joined  hatred  with  hostility.  But,  at 
the  time  of  his  seizure  on  board  the  Bellerophon,  he 
was  no  longer  formidable ;  he  was  then  in  our  hands. 
Upon  what  principle,  then,  did  active  hatred  con- 
tinue when  both  hostility  and  apprehension  had 
ceased  ?  Did  a  consciousness  of  inclemency  (to  use 
the  mildest  term  that  the  occasion  will  admit)  to- 
wards  the  object  of  it  sufficiently  account  for  the 
continuance  of  this  hatred  ?  It  had  been  better,  in- 
deed, if  Lord  Castlereagh,  as  well  as  his  coadjutors 
at  that  period,  who  cherished  this  inextinguishable 
species  of  enmity,  had  considered  whether  the  world 
and  posterity  might  not  be  apt  to  ascribe  the  meanest 
and  most  wicked  of  motives  to  such  conduct.  And 
let  all  the  detracters  of  Napoleon  recollect,  that  the 
illiberal  invectives  in  which  they  have  so  freely  in- 
dulged against  him  will,  instead  of  making  any 
lasting  impression  upon  his  fame,  only  serve  to 
perpetuate  their  own  disgrace  and  that  of  his  ignoble 
persecutors.  While  his  figure  will  stand  conspicuous 
through  history,  the  crowd  of  monarchs  and  minis- 
ters, who  have  alternately  crouched  to  and  calum- 
niated,  truckled  to  or  trampled  upon  him,  can  only 
escape  oblivion  as  they  make  the  group  which  shade 
the  back  ground  of  the  picture,  and  give  a  force,  by 
farming  a  contrast,  to  the  grandeur  of  the  leading 
figure.  Lord  Castlereagh  will  assuredly  form  one  of 
this  back-ground  group ;  but  we  envy  him  not  in 


106 


:« III m -.•]!' 


such  fame  4  The  conduct  of  his  lordship  to  Nap 
instead  of  displaying  that  dignified  sentiment  and 
enlightened  understanding  which  should  adorn  the 
character  of  a  nobleman,  and  which  we  should  na- 
turally be  led  to  expect  from  a  "secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,"  has  degraded  his  name  to  the 
level  of  the  meanest  of  the  mean.  We  will  not  say 
that  we  had  rather  been  a  chimney-sweeper  than 
have  been  guilty  of  his  lordship's  treachery  to  Na- 
poleon ;  but,  considering  it  as  a  deliberate  exposition 
of  the  wickedness  of  his  heart  and  his  abandonment 
of  every  honourable  feeling,  which  will  be  put  on 
record,  and  handed  down  to  posterity,  we  certainly 
Will  say,  that  all  the  wealth  and  titles  of  Lord  Lon- 
donderry, together  with  his  immense  political  power 
and  the  smiles  bestowed  on  him  by  his  despotic 
patrons,  should  never  ha*fe  induced  us  to  have  done 
the  like. 

Would  that  it  were  in  our  power  *here  to  close  the 
catalogue  of  crimes,  which  are  written  in  characters 
of  blood,  against  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry.  The 
death  of  Napoleon  was  followed  by  the  persecution! 
of  an  innocent  and  noble-minded  woman, — "  the 
injured  Queen  of  England !"  But  this  self-important 
man  had  been  so  hardened  in  iniquity,  that  it  was 
by  no  means  a  difficult  task  to  persuade  him  to  assist 
in  her  ruin.  Her  majesty  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  secrets  of  state  to  be  allowed  the  free 
exercise  of  her  rights ;  and  as  his  lordship  had  lent 
his  assistance  to  prevent  many  of  these  disreputable 
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secrets  from  being  made  public*,  self-preservation 
might  hare  operated  as  a  further  inducement  for  him 
to  enter  the  lists  of  her  most  bitter  enemies.    How 
fatally  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry  and  his  col- 
leagues succeeded  in  their  diabolical  plans  have  been 
already   explained.      But    the  inglorious    triumph 
added  not  to  his  lordship's  peace  of  mind ;  for,  from 
that  period,  he  was  observed  to  exhibit  "  a  con* 
science  ill  at  ease."    And  it  was  a  very  remarkable 
fact,  that  the  marquis  should  have  selected  the  pre- 
cise time  of  the  year,  only  twelve  months  after,  for 
bis  own  destruction  as  that  in  which  his  royal  mis- 
tress met  her  fate !    A  circumstance  of  this  singular 
nature  should  operate  as  a  great  moral  lesson  for  the 
consideration  of  mankind   generally,  though  Pro* 
vidence  might  have  designed  it  as  a  warning  to  the 
"  titled  wickedness9*  of  our  laud.    Such  is  the  con- 
dition of  our  nature,  that  we  cannot  mortgage  either 
our  moral  or  our  physical  energies  so  as  always  to 
repel  the  accusations  of  our  own  hearts,  which  are 
sure,  eventually,  to  reprove  us  for  evils  committed- 

*'  O  then  beware ; 
Those  wounds  heal  itt  that  men  do  give  themselves : 
Omission  to  do  what  is  necessary 
Seals  a  commission  to  a  blauk  of  danger  5 
And  danger,  like  an  ague,  subtly  taints 
Even  then  when  we  sit  idly  in  the  sun  !" 

On  what  a  slender  thread  hangs  human  life,  and 

*  More  particularly  the  affair  of  the  bondholders.  His  lordship 
also  strenuously  exerted  himself  to  prevent  any  public  inquiry  into 
the  cruel  death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte. 
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how  worthless  are  titles  and  wealth,  if  all  is  not  at 
peace  within!  On  what  a  " beetling  ledge"  the 
favourite  of  royalty  tracks  his  uncertain  way !  By 
what  a  fragile  tenure  the  courtier  holds  the  rewards 
of  his  servility,  on  which  he  is  so  accustomed  to 
pride  himself!  The  suicide  of  the  gay  and  puissant 
Marquis  of  Londonderry  was,  indeed,  a  memento 
full  of  lessons  of  humility  to  the  fawning  parasites 
of  power. 

In  the  October  of  this  year,  Mr.  Henry  Nugent 
Bell,  of  whom  we  have  before  had  occasion  to  speak, 
died  at  his  house,  Whitehall  Place,  in  the  30th  year 
of  his  age.  This  individual  merits  a  little  commise- 
ration, notwithstanding  the  disgraceful  part  he  took 
in  the  Manchester  murders,  and  other  similar  mis- 
sions of  Lord  Sidmouth ;  because,  though  the  tool 
of  despotic  ministers,  he  made  some  amends  to  the 
public  by  betraying  his  base  employers.  The  news- 
papers generally  reported  his  death  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  natural  cause;  but  this  was  not  the 
case.  We  can  positively  state  that  he  died  un- 
fairly; but  whether  from  his  own  hand,  or  from 
the  design  of  an  enemy,  we  are  not  able  to  deter- 
mine. Mr.  Bell  appears  never  to  have  forgiven  him- 
self for  his  dereliction  from  the  path  of  virtue,  and 
only  urged,  in  extenuation  of  his  conduct,  the  cruel 
necessity  he  was  under  to  oblige  his  patron.  Once 
enlisted  under  the  banners  of  Sidmouth,  the  unfor- 
tunate man  soon  found  out  the  necessity  of  not  being 
over-scrupulous  in  his  actions.  One  crime  suc- 
ceeded another ;  and  thus  a  man  of  education  and 
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talent  was  made  the  victim  of  unjust  and  diabolical 
proceedings. 

After  a  great  deal  of  ministerial  manoeuvring,  Mr. 
Canning  succeeded  in  his  suit  for  the  foreign  secre- 
taryship.    The   situation   of  the  Marquis  of  Lon- 
donderry had  long  been  the  darling,   though  for 
many  years  the  unattainable,  object  of  this  gentle* 
man's    intrigues  or   importunities.      The  country, 
however,  had  no  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Canning  to  an  office  of  such  conspicuous  im- 
portance, and  many  people  felt  considerable  surprise 
at  so  unexpected  a  promotion,  as  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  been  previously  selected  as  the 
new    governor-general    of  India.     It  was  a  well- 
known  fact,  that  Mr.  Canning  had  fallen  into  per- 
sonal disgrace  with  his  majesty,  and  all  his  vacillating 
conduct  with  respect  to  our  ill-treated  queen  had 
not  been  able  to  restore  him  to  royal  favour.     There 
have,  however,  been  instances  where  a  minister  has 
been  forced  upon  the  king  by  public  opinion,  as  was 
the  case  with  the  first  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  Second.      This  Mr.  Pitt  was  in  high 
favour  with  the  people  of  England,  acquired  through 
his  known  attachment  to  freedom,  and  through  the 
irresistible  ascendency  of  his  upright  and  unbending 
character.      George   the  Second,   notwithstanding, 
showed  great  opposition  to  the  appointment  of  this 
worthy  man,  who  was  hated  by  his  king  only  because 
he  feared  his  politics ;  yet  Mr.  Pitt  was  finally  made 
secretary  of  state,  and  proved  himself  worthy  of  the 
popularity  with  which  the  people  had  invested  him. 
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But  the  case  of  Mr.  Canning  was  of  a  widely  dif- 
ferent nature.     In  him,  the  people  took  no  interest, 
except  that  which  leads  all  men  to  watch  their  ene- 
my's motions.  He  had  not  the  honour  of  being  disliked 
at  court  for  his  politics,— they  were  of  the  most  ac- 
commodating character;  he  bad  given  a  personal 
offence  to  the  "  first  gentleman  of  the  land.9'    By 
the  country,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  his  political 
principles,  history,  and  character*  that  were  held  in 
the  most  disrepute.    Placed  in  3uch  circumstances, 
the  public  must  have  been  aware  that  this  political 
adventurer  would  not  be  very  patriotic  in  his  en- 
deavours to  obtain  pardon  for  his  crime  against  the 
"  puissant  prince ;"  and  how  far,  therefore,  such  a  man 
could  be  entrusted  with  power  was  a  question  not  dif- 
ficult to  solve.    As  for  the  nation  generally,  they 
regarded   Mr.  Canning  but  in   the  nature  of  an 
hired  advocate,  retained  for  the  mean  purpose  of 
palliating  the  weaknesses  or   transgressions    of  a 
cabinet,  the  great  majority  of  whose  members  he 
excelled  in  making  witty  or  fallacious  speeches.    His 
countrymen  recollected  his  conduct  through  life  too 
well  to  imagine  that  he  was  made  foreign  secretary 
to  introduce  any  real  improvement  into  the  policy 
or  councils  of  the  nation.    They  felt  convinced  of 
his  being  chosen  as  the  apologist  of  bad  measures, 
not  the  author  of  good  ones ;  and  that  he  held  the 
language  of  one  of  Shakespeare's  heroes  to  be  good 
sentiment :  "  A  plague  of  opinion  1 — a  man  may 
wear  it  on  both  sides,  like  a  leather  jerkin !" 
.    Mr.  Canning  was,  indeed,  known  to  be  a  fit  agent 
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for  the  "  Holy  Alliance ;"  he  was  the  sworn  anta- 
gonist of  every  reform  in  church  and  state;  and 
wheresoever  a  grievance  or  an  abuse  appeared,  there 
stood  he,  arrogantly  to  charge  as  public  enemies  all 
who  testified  to  the  existence  of  either.  Even  the 
unfortunate  country  gentlemen,  reduced  as  they 
now  were,  by  their  blind  support  of  Mr,  Canning's 
system,  to  a  state  bordering  on  pauperism,  could 
hardly  have  hoped,  from  such  a  rooted  foe  to  li- 
berty, for  any  shadow  of  relief  or  of  assistance.  "  Be 
quiet,  gentlemen/'  was  the  self-important  style  of 
his  addresses,  "  see  what  an  example  the  poor  have 
set  you ;  be  patient,  as  they  are,  and  you  will  soon 
be  prosperous,  like  me!"  From  a  minister  of  this 
description,  no  consolatory  expectations  could  pos- 
sibly be  formed  by  any  class  or  party.  We  might 
certainly  look  for  a  few  better  speeches  than  Lord 
Londonderry  made ;  for  his  were,  indeed,  but  poor 
maudlin  affairs.  The  new  acts  would  only  have  a 
better  chance  of  being  varnished  over,  while  we 
might  expect  them  to  be  much  worse  in  their  nature 
than  they  had  been ;  because,  as  ministers  had  no 
intention  to  reform  the  system,  it  must,  of  necessity, 
become  more  vicious  every  day.  The  only  roea* 
sure  on  which  Mr.  Canning  had  ever  taken  any 
particularly  active  part,  was  the  emancipation  of  the 
Catholics ;  and  our  readers  will  form  some  opinion 
of  his  sincerity  on  this  subject,  and  of  the  import* 
ance  which  Mr.  Canning  attached  to  it,  when  we 
inform  them  that  the  honourable  gentleman  actually 
promised  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  not  to  discuss  the 
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matter  if  he  might  only  be  allowed  to  retain  the 
foreign  secretaryship !  The  conduct  of  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  also,  leads  to  an  observation  which  re- 
flects any  thing  but  honour  on  the  character  of  his 
lordship.  We  know  that  the  power  of  this  premier 
over  the  king  was  omnipotent,  owing  to  his  being 
in  possession  of  secrets,  of  the  most  vital  import- 
ance to  his  majesty  and  the  royal  family.  By  his 
lordship  threatening  to  be  no  longer  prime  minister, 
he  could,  at  almost  any  time,  have  forced  his  own 
schemes  of  policy  upon  the  vitiated  court.  By  the 
admission  of  Mr.  Canning  to  office,  he  had  driven 
his  royal  master  to  the  wall,  and  compelled  him  to 
do  that  which  all  the  world  had  before  supposed 
would  have  been  more  unpalatable  to  his  proud 
feelings  than  the  admission  of  even  the  Whigs  to 
office.  If  Lord  Liverpool  could,  therefore,  bring  in 
a  minister  so  personally  disliked  as  Mr.  Canning  no- 
toriously was  by  his  majesty,  could  he  not  also  have 
prevented  that  odious  and  atrocious  measure,  com- 
monly called  the  "  Queen's  trial," — Mr.  Canning's 
declared  disapprobation  of  which  created  the  very 
difficulty  which  had  just  been  overcome?  That 
disgraceful  proceeding  against  an  injured  woman, 
with  all  its  horrid  consequences,  it  now  became  in* 
disputably  evident,  might  have  been  avoided,  had 
Lord  Liverpool  but  only  have  shown  as  much  per- 
tinacity in  the  cause  of  innocence  as  he  had  now 
done  in  that  of  party.  His  personal  power  in  the 
cabinet  was,  however,  much  increased  by  the  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Canning.    There  was  a  tacit,  though 
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weU'Understood,  separation  of  interest*  during  the 
life  of  Lord  Londonderry,  who  usually  headed  one 
division  of  the  ministers,  with  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton in  the  number  of  the  subalterns  of  his  party,  while 
Lord  Liverpool  led  the  other  wing  of  Tory  pen- 
sioners. There  was  nothing  now,  therefore,  to  stand 
against  the  first  lord  of  the  Treasury,  unless  Mr. 
Canning's  inveterate  spirit  of  intrigue  should  pos- 
sess him  (a  thing  by  no  means  unlikely)  to  see  a 
rival  in  his  benefactor,  and  to  undermine  Lord 
Liverpool,  as  he  had  done  one  of  his  former  col- 
leagues. 

What  an  enviable  opportunity  to  enter  office  did 
this  period  afford  to  any  man  having  the  real  welfare 
of  his  country  at  heart ;  for  all  the  blessings  that  had 
been  promised  from  the  "  glorious  battle  of  Water- 
loo,"—that  wind-up  of  a  war  against  the  liberties  of 
Europe, — were  yet  to  come:  taxation  remained  un- 
diminished; the  liberties  of  the  subject  were  gra- 
dually declining;  the  commerce  of  England  was 
almost  at  an  end ;  and  her  people  poor  and  unhappy. 
Here,  then,  was  a  wide  field  for  a  patriotic  minister 
to  display  his  abilities,  by  restoring  the  country  to 
its  wonted  prosperity !  But,  while  Mr.  Canning  and 
his  colleagues  were  indulging  in  luxury  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  nation,  the  just  complaints  of  the  public 
were  designated  "  the  cries  of  a  faction,*9  and  the 
miserable  victims  of  their  misrule  said  to  betray  an 
"  ignorant  impatience"  when  they  prayed  for  relief. 
After  years  of  peace,  the  expenditure  of  government 
exceeded    the  income  of  the  Treasury,   and  our 
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visionary  and  delusive  system  of  finance  required  to 
be  bolstered  up  by  additions  to  our  already  over- 
-whelming  debt ;  strength  of  council  was  superseded 
t>y  strength  of  army;   all  public  discussion,   how- 
ever peaceably  conducted,  was  opposed;    acts  of 
^coercion  were  encouraged  and  abetted ;  and  England, 
•once  the  pride  of  nations,  became  desolated  by  the 
worst  complication  of  ignorance  and  obstinacy  that 
ever  disgraced  a  cabinet !    To  whatever  department 
of  the  state  we  turned  our  eyes,  the  same  indiffer- 
ence to  its  prosperity  seemed  manifest.    Hie  abut, 
preponderating  beyond   all    precedent    in   time  of 
peace,  had  become  an  overgrown  source  of  profli- 
gacy and  barter;  commissions  and  promotions,  in- 
stead of  being  rewards  for  service  and  merit,  were 
sold  to  the  best  bidder,  and  the  produce  applied  to 
pamper  the  vitiated  appetite  of  royalty.      In  the 
navy,  once  bur  bulwark  and  our  boast,  the  services 
of  effeminate  lordlings  seemed  more  courted  than 
those  of  bluff  and  able  seamen,  commissioners  more 
important  than  shipwrights,  and  large  expensive  es- 
tablishments kept  up  on  shore,  while  our  fleets  were 
rotting  in  the  docks.    Our  trade  was  neglected, 
while  pirates  infested  the  seas,  and  destroyed  our 
merchantmen.     In    our    foreign  policy,  all  was 
danger  and  uncertainty ;  the  calm  of  peace  was  only 
prolonged  by  our  unexampled  apathy  and  puerile 
forbearance.     Foreign  powers  owed  us  money  that 
we  dare  not  demand;  nations  were  struggling  for 
liberty  and  independence  that  we  must  not  assist; 
and  outrages  committed  that  we  could  not  avenge. 
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In  the  part,  a  long  and  sanguinary  war,  in  which 
were  sacrificed  an  incalculable  number  of  fives  and 
immense  treasure;  while  in  the  future  was  exhibited 
the  most  dreary  prospect  of  our  declining  power. 
At  home,  our  decay  was  still  more  apparent:  the 
sacred  flame  of  liberty,  to  which  we  were  indebted 
for  our  preference  over  other  nations,  was  attacked 
on  all  sides  by  every  means  that  treachery  could 
devise ;  the  malignity  of  the  ministers  visited  faith- 
ful servants  with  dismissal  without  inquiry  or  hear- 
ing; the  sovereign  was  recommended  and  advised 
to  treat  his  subjects  with  contumely  and  neglect; 
while  the  constitution  itself  was  assailed  by  spies  and 
informers,  who  first  created  and  abetted  the  com- 
mission of  the  crimes  which  they  afterwards  de- 
nounced! This  was,  indeed,  a  fearful  state  of 
affairs ;  but  history  will  justify  us  in  the  picture  We 
have  drawn.  Though  these  and  ten  thousand  other 
evils  were  evidently  the  results  of  imbecility,  folly, 
and  knavery,  which  had  mainly  been  assisted  by 
bribery,  lavishly  bestowed  on  those  who  had  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  those  secrets  of  state  recorded 
in  our  volumes,  yet  he  who  dared  to  hint  at  such 
an  unpleasant  truth,  or  even  to  doubt  the  honesty 
of  ministers,  was  sure  to  be  denounced  a  traitor. 
But,  thank  heaven !  the  power  of  the  Tories  now 
received  a  check.  The  manly  stand  made  by  a  few 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the 
previous  session  of  parliament,  had  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  long-Winded  public,  and  the  late  acts  of  op* 

h2 


116 

press  ion*,  with  which  the  Londonderry  cabinet  had 
disgraced  itself,  furnished  fresh  cause  for  censure 
and  new  inducements  for  perseverance*  The  minis- 
try, therefore,  which  Mr,  Canning  joined  were 
humbled  and  degraded  before  he  became  one  of  its 
members ;  but,  instead  of  raising  it  from  the  disgrace 
into  which  it  had  fallen,  his  underhanded  conduct 
only  aggravated  matters,  and  rendered  him  a  greater 
object  of  suspicion  to  patriotic  men  than  even  their 
avowed  enemies. 

Various  royal  diversions  and  exhibitions  were  dis- 
played throughout  this  year,  and  the  "first  gen- 
tleman in  the  world"  was  too  often  made  to  appear 
the  "  first  knave  on  the  stage  of  life."  George  the 
Fourth's  means  had  been  bestowed  so  bounteously, 
that  he  had  become  arrogant,  and  considered  the 
people  merely  in  the  light  of  slaves,  created  only  to 
administer  to  his  passions  and  caprices.  He  could 
hardly  be  said  to  know  the  nation,  except  by  the  re- 
presentation of  his  hirelings.  Neither  did  he  care  to 
know  the  subjects  from  whom  his  strength  was  de- 
rived, because  they  sometimes  exhibited  more  inde- 
pendence than  suited  his  princely  ideas  of  decorum. 
Indeed,  he  not  unfrequently  found  the  popular  voice 
rather  formidable  against  the  attainment  of  some  of 

*  The  treatment  and  death  of  Napoleon,  the  funeral  of  the  Isle 
qaeen,  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  and  soldiers  on  that  occstioa, 
the  murders,  at  Cumberland  Gate,  the  dismissal  of  Sir  Robert 
;  Wilson  for  an  attempt  to  stop  the  scene  of  bloodshed,  formed  hst 
.a  portion  of  the  black  catalogae  of  their  misdeeds. 
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his  wishes)  and  it  would  have  been  well  if  parlia- 
ment had  taken  a  lesson  from  former  and  better 
times  in  this  particular.     In  the  works  of  our  oldest 
honest  historians,  we  find  very  plain  language  used 
by  parliaments  to  their  kings,  and  the  latter  ge- 
nerally  receiving  the   sharpest    rebukes  for  their 
vanity  and  partiality, — not  as  designed  affronts,  but 
as  wholesome  chastisements.    Matthew  Paris  tells  us, 
when  Henry  the  Third  asked  for  money  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  a  foreign  expedition,  "  which  his 
people  thought  did  not  at  all  concern  England," 
that  his  parliament  told  him,  "  It  was  very  impru- 
dent in  him  to  ask  money  for  any  such  purposes, 
and  thereby  impoverishing  his  subjects  at  home,  by 
his  squandering  it  in  idle  expeditions,  and  that  they 
flatly  refused  supplying  him  on  any  such  account*'* 
Upou  thus  remonstrating,  "  that  he  had  engaged 
his  royal  word  to  go  abroad  in  person  that  year,  and 
that   he    must  have   a    supply,"  they  asked   him, 
"  What  has  become  of  all  the  money  your  majesty 
has  bad  already,  and  how  it  comes  to  be  lavished 
without  this  kingdom  being  one  shilling  the  better  ?" 
But  the  freedom  with  whiph  the  people  treated  their 
sovereigns  in  those  days  was  not  confined  to  remon- 
strances.   One  of  the  greatest  and  most  victorious 
of  our  princes,  Edward  the  First,  had  an  inordinate 
desire  of  making,  in  person,  a  campaign  in  Flanders* 
that  he  might  support  a  confederacy  he  had  entered 
into,  to  reduce  the  power  of  France,  and  had  de» 
manded  an  extraordinary  supply  for  that  purpose; 
The  people,  conceiving  the  quarrel  to  be  very  in- 
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different  to  England,  strongly  opposed  his  leaving 
tbe  kingdom  upon  any  such  idle  expedition.  "  The 
people  of  England/'  said  the  parliament,  "  do  not 
think  it  proper  for  you  to  go  to  Flanders,  unless 
you  can  secure  out  of  that  country  some  equivalent, 
-which  may  indemnify  us  for  the  expense."  We 
have  a  like  instance  in  the  reign  of  that  great  and 
powerful  king,  Henry  the  Second.  This  prince 
being  strongly  tempted  to  make  an  expedition 
abroad,  in  person,  became  so  fond  of  the  proposal 
that  he  laid  it  before  his  parliament,  with  a  most 
earnest  request  for  their  consent,  "'  it  being  tbe  sole 
and  darling  purpose  of  his  heart !"  But  his  parlia- 
ment, honest  to  the  people,  thought  that  he  had  no 
business  abroad,  and  "  that  it  was  much  better  for 
him  to  keep  the  money  at  home*"  Accordingly, 
die  question  was  put  and  carried,  for  "  An  •  address 
to  the  king  to  keep  within  his  own  dominions,  ac- 
cording to  his  duty/9  Edward  the  Third  likewise 
received  several  mortifications  of  the  like  kind;  and 
it  appears  from  the  whole  tenor  of  history,  that  tbe 
great  care  of  our  ancestors  was  to  root  from  the 
breast  of  their  kings  every  principle  of  vain  glory, 
which,  the  more  ridiculous  it  is,  becomes  generally 
the  more  expensive  to  the  nation.  What  an  amaz- 
ing contrast,  then,  does  all  this  offer  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  parliament  of  George  the  Fourth,  who 
generally  addressed  him  in  the  most  adulatory  lan- 
guage, and  gave  him  money  to  gratify  all  his  inor- 
dinate vanity.  But  the  House  of  Commons,  during 
his  reign,  spoke  not  the  sentiments  of  the  people. 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year 

1823, 

some  friends  of  the  late  ill-fated  queen  addressed 
Mr.  Canning  upon  the  subject  of  certain  letters  and 
papers,  preserved  from  the  period  of  her  majesty 
leaving  this  country  in  1814.  Mr.  Canning,  how- 
ever, did  not  think  proper  to  reply  to  this  commu- 
nication* At  the  expiration  of  two  months,  another 
respectful  inquiry  was  submitted,  but  it  also  shared 
the  fate  of  its  predecessor.  A  third  expostulatory 
epistle  was  forwarded*  and  a  certain  individual  re- 
ceived an  anonymous  reply,  saying,  "  Things  were 
changed ;  times  were  altered ;  and  it  was  impossible 
that  Mr.  Canning  could  serve  the  king  and  the  cause 
of  the  person  so  much  disliked  by  his  majesty!" 
This  circumstance  affords  indubitable  proof,  that  a 
man  in  office  can  never  prove  himself  free  from  the 
trammels  of  party,  or  unwarped  by  elevation  to 
power.  Humanity  and  generosity  were,  however,, 
alike  forgotten  in  this  case  for  interested  motives, — 
a  meanness  which  no  man  of  integrity  would  have 
committed.  But,  to  any  one  acquainted  with  the 
truckling  arts  of  Mr.  Canning,  such  conduct  was  no 
more  than  might  have  been  expected. 

Early  in  this  year,  Mr.  Vansittart  was  released 
from  the  fatigues  of  the  financial  department,  and 
raised  to  the  chancellorship  of  the  duchy  of  Lancas- 
ter, at  the  same  time  sinking  his  humble  name  for 
the  more  agreeable  title  of  Lord  Bexley.    Mr.  Ro* 
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irinson  succeeded  him  in  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Huskisson  was  appointed  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  latter  changes  gave  the  public  much 
pleasure,  as  those  individuals  were  supposed  to  po6~ 
sess  a  manly  sense  of  propriety,  as  well  as  liberal 
opinions,  from  which  the  country  hoped  to  reap 
some  benefit  in  financial  and  commercial  adminis- 
tration. 

Very  soon  after  these  political  arrangements  were 
completed,  the  royal  family  were  much  annoyed  by 
applications  on  behalf  of  the  protfgt  of  her  late 
majesty,  William  Austin,  as  the  trifling  income  he 
received  was  not  sufficient  to  support  him  in  comfort 
and  respectability.  But,  although  he  had  been  left 
her  majesty's  residuary  legatee,  his  claims  were 
totally  disregarded. 

Notwithstanding  the  bold  language  used  in  me- 
morials and  private  addresses  to  the  king  at  this 
time,  the  interest  and  happiness  of  the  population  of 
this  mighty  empire  were  treated  as  subjects  of  no 
consequence.  The  besotted  "  Prince  of  Dandies" 
was  rioting  in  luxury  and  adulterous  embraces,  and 
neither  felt  nor  cared  for  public  distress.  He  was 
too  great,  in  his  oum  estimation,  to  condescend  to 
men  pf  low  estate ;  he  was  too  mighty  to  listen  to 
the  cry  of  the  destitute ;  and  too  noble  to  heed  the 
incessant  petitions  of  the  rabble,  as  all  those  who 
complained  of  existing  grievances  were  denominated 
by  him  and  his  ministers.  But  the  u  accomplished 
gentleman  "  was  not  above  receiving  half  the  pea* 
Kant's  loaf;  and,  like  the  locust,  he  made  the  in- 
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crease  of  the  land  his  prey*  It  was  acknowledged 
in  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  coronation  ex* 
penses  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
thousand  pounds !  and  that  even  the  dress  of  the 
monarch,  for  whom  such  a  mighty  show  war  made, 
cost  twenty-four  thousand  pounds!!!  This  abo^ 
minable  expenditure,  too,  was  for  the  honour  of 
George  the  Fourth,  whose  excesses  and  debaucheries 
would  have  disgraced  the  most  debased  of  his  sub- 
jects, — the  man  who  had  dishonestly  permitted  the 
most  valuable  jewel  to  be  extracted  from  the  crown 
of  England,  to  bestow  upon  the  lusty  person  of  his 
mistress.  A  beautiful  jewel,  that  formerly  be- 
longed to  his  deceased  daughter  Charlotte,  was  also 
given  to  this  same  kind  lady.  The  jewel  belonging 
to  the  crown  was,  upon  compulsion  only,  afterwards 
restored,  but  the  other  is  still  retained !  Some  cele- 
brated jewellers,  not  ten  miles  from  Ludgate  Hill, 
could  bear  testimony,  that  the  choicest  trinkets  in 
their  possession  were  culled,  by  this  "  Prince  of 
Abominations,19  for  presents  to  his  mistresses  and 
confidants.  Such,  however,  was  the  easy  character 
of  the  English  nation,  that  they  submitted  to  the 
absolute  command  of  a  tinselled  despot,  and  became 
dupes  to  custom. 

The  misrule  of  the  year 

1824 
opened  with    the    unfortunate    ratification  of  the 
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"  movements  "  in  Italy  and  Spain,  which  tended  to 
consolidate  arbitrary  power  throughout  Europe,  so 
that  the  Continent  might  be  considered  as  one  fe- 
deral despotism,  each  state  possessing  its  peculiar 
coercive  government,  under  the  controul  of  the 
"  Holy  Alliance,"  improperly  so  called. 

The  public  now  lost  an  uncompromising  friend 
in  Thomas,  Lord  Erskine,  who  died  on  the  17th  of 
January,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.  His  lordship 
was  not  a  favourite  with  the  king ;  his  sentiments 
were  of  too  liberal  a  cast  for  George  the  Fourth's 
ideas  of  subjection  and  tyranny.  Neither  did  Lord 
Erskine  ever  become  a  welcome  visiter  at  the  palace, 
because  the  court-minions  knew  that  he  despised  in* 
trigue  and  villany.  The  poison  of  the  court  was  of 
too  malignant  a  character  for  his  lordship.  There, 
all  direct  terms  were  disused  in  discourse,  and  dis- 
tant insinuations  supplied  their  place.  Every  shining 
reputation  was  sure  to  be  sullied,  and  the  ministers, 
la  well  as  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  clergymen 
of  the  "  Established  "  church,  were  perpetually  left 
to  the  discretion  of  that  sort  of  people,  who,  as 
they  could  not  be  useful  to  the  state  themselves, 
suffered  none  to  serve  it  with  reputation  and  glory. 
The  king  himself  had  no  informations  but  what  were 
conveyed  to  him  by  the  canal  of  a  few  favourites, 
who  acted  always  in  concert  together,  and  even 
when  they  seemed  to  disagree  in  their  opinions, 
they  were  only  in  the  province  of  a  single  person  to 
their  sovereign.  A  tainted  atmosphere  like  this 
was,  therefore,  ill-suited  to  the  enlightened  and  p* 
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triotic  mmd  of  Lord  Erskine,  who  proved  himself  to 
be  a  talented  and  equitable  judge,   an  admirable 
statesman,    and   a    most   accomplished   and  kind-' 
hearted  gentleman.    The  native  sweetness  of  his 
disposition  inclined  him  to  universal  humanity ;  his 
unbiassed  judgment  and  his  keen  penetration  well 
fitted  him  for  the  important  situation  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;    and  his  unclouded  understanding  guided 
him  to  support  beneficial  measures  for  the  people, 
while  his  indignant  and  noble  soul  poured  forth  its 
majestic  language  on  the  oppressors  of  his  long* 
enslaved  country.     His  lordship  was  ever  actuated 
by  the  best  of  motives,  while  his  conduct  was  free 
from  all  party  extremes.    On  the  memorable  pro- 
ceedings against  Queen  Caroline,  his  lordship  freely 
delivered  his  sentiments  upon  their  unjustness  and 
wickedness,  and  we  shall  never  forget  the  energy 
with  which  he  closed  his  eloquent  remarks : .  "  All 
the  powers  of  Europe,91   said   he,   "are  in  array 
against  one  deserted,  betrayed,    and   unprotected 
woman !    I  am  an  old  man,  and  have  had  more  ex- 
perience than  most  of  your  lordships  in  proceedings 
of  this  kind ;  I  could  not  have  interest  or  object  in 
attempting  to  deceive  or  mislead  you ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  shall  ever  defend  myself  against  any  imputa- 
tion which  may  be  directed  against  the  purity  of  my 
motives,  in  doing  what  I  thank  my  God  I  have  done, 
and  which,  under  similar  circumstances,  if  unhappily 
they  occurred,  I  should  repeat."    The  freshness  and 
vigour  of  youth  glistened  in  his  lordship's  eye  as 
these  words  burst  from  his  lips,  which  proclaimed 
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him, deserving  of  being  numbered  among  the  vene- 
rated .champions  of  our  injured  and  oppressed 
queen. 

We  have  also  to  record  the  death  of  another  de- 
termined enemy  of  tyranny,  in  the  person  of  Lord 
Byron,  who  expired  at  Missolonghi,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  after  an  illness  of  ten  days.  His  lordship  had 
rendered  himself  highly  popular  among  the  Greeks 
by  his  pecuniary  and  personal  services  in  their  good 
cause,  and,  to  show  their  great  respect  for  his  worth, 
and  sorrow  for  his  loss,  they  would  not  permit  the 
celebration  of  their  usual  festivities  at  Easter.  His 
lordship's  genius  as  a  poet  is  freely  acknowledged ; 
but,  though  he  possessed  many  public  and  private 
virtues,  they  have  been  but  little  estimated,  while 
the  tongue  of  Slander  has  enlarged  upon  his  frailties 
with  much  greater  severity  than  they  really  de- 
served. As  we  were  personally  intimate  with  bis 
lordship,  we  may  be  allowed  to  know  something  of 
his  private  sentiments  and  opinions,  and  we  willingly 
testify  to  the  exalted  ideas  he  entertained  in  the 
cause  of  universal  freedom  and  equitable  govern* 
ment,  as  well  as  to  his  general  benevolence  and 
kindness  of  heart.  In  religion,  his  lordship  avowed 
himself  a  free  thinker,  a  determined  enemy  to  pious 
fraud  and  cant,  and  a  despiser  of  all  prosecutions, 
having  for  their  object  the  stifling  of  conscientious 
opinion.  These  liberal  sentiments  called  forth  the 
pious  rage  of  many  ignorant  and  intolerant  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  who  attempted  to  darken  his  bright 
fame  by  their  bigotted  tirades  against  his  pretended 
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infidelity,  as  well  from  the  *ulpit  as  in  their  nu- 
merous vituperating  pamphlets.  Such  a  system  of 
enforcing  the  mild  and  benevolent  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  however,  will  work  no  conversions  but 
on  those  whose  minds  are  clouded  by  the  baneful 
effects  of  ignorance.  The  gigantic  power  of  Lord 
Byron's  genius  could  not  tamely  endure  the  thral- 
dom of  being  confined  to  certain  modes  of  narrow- 
minded  faith.  He  felt  that  he  had  a  right  to 
examine  and  to  judge  for  himself  in  matters  of  such 
vital  importance  to  his  eternal  peace,  and  for  which 
no  one  should  have  condemned  him.  If  his  lordship 
occasionally  expressed  his  indignation  at  religious 
prosecutors  and  Pharisees,  ought  it,  therefore,  to  be 
inferred  that  he  was  an  infidel  ?  No  real  Christian, 
we  are  convinced,  would  so  demean  himself;  and 
from  the  intolerant  portion  of  religious  professors, 
his  lordship's  feme  has  little  to  fear.  Posterity  will 
be  the  best  judge  of  such  matters,  as  it  will  be  sure 
to  discard  all  private  acrimony  and  party  feeling ; 
to  its  award,  therefore,  we  shall  confidently  look 
for  a  removal  of  the  stigma  of  "  infidel  "  from 
the  character  of  the  illustrious  author  of  "  Childe 
Harold.9' 

Would  that  it  were  in  our  power,  before  closing 
the  account  of  this  year,  to  record  the  passing  of 
some  beneficial  act  for  relieving  the  oppressed  peo- 
ple of  England;  but  we  cannot.  Our  ministers 
seemed  as  resolutely  determined  as  ever  to  plunge 
and  flounder  onward  in  the  track  that  had  already 
procured  them  the  detestation  of  the  British  public, 
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and  effected  the  ruin  and  misery  of  our 
ing  and  happy  country.  Looking  backward  upon 
their  conduct,  nothing  could  be  seen  but  political 
turpitude ;  the  present  was  pregnant  with  wretched- 
ness ;  but,  in  contemplating  the  future,  the  patriot 
was  animated  to  exertion  by  the  cheering  star  of 
Hope.  The  baneful  influence  of  the  cabinet  over 
our  legislative  assemblies,  the  time-serving  politics 
of  our  church  dignitaries  and  their  dependants,  and 
the  sycophantic  spirit  of  all  those  who  came  within 
the  vortex  of  the  court,  formed  in  themselves  a  com- 
bination of  evils,  to  remove  which  would  indeed  re- 
quire the  united  moral  energies  of  the  people. 

The  king,  as  usual,  was  hunting  after  the  most 
frivolous  pleasures,  and  gave  himself  no  manner  of 
concern  about  the  grievances  of  his  people.  How 
applicable  is  the  language  of  Cowper  to  this  vitiated 
monarch: 

"  King  though  he  be, 
And  king  of  England,  too,  he  may  be  weak, — 
May  exercise  amiss  .his  proper  powers, 
Or  covet  more  than  freemen  choose  to  grant; 
Beyond  that  mark  is  treason  !" 

That  derogatory  doctrine,  however,  which  proclaims 
"  the  king  can  do  no  wrong,"  has  proved  the  evil 
genius  of  liberty,  and  the  very  soul  of  despotism. 
George  the  Fourth  ever  made  it  his  shield,  and  was 
content  to  let  the  odium  of  his  actions  fall  upon  his 
ministers.  But  his  majesty  should  have  recollected 
that  a  king  of  England  is  not  king  by  bereditary 
right.  The  nation  is  not  a  patrimony.  He  was  net 
king  by  his  own  power,  but  by  the  power  of  the 
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law.  All  the  authority  he  possessed  Was  given  him 
by  the  law,  under  whose  protection  alone  he  reigned. 
It  may,  therefore,  seem  surprising  that  this  monarch 
so  frequently  dared  to  outrage  the  very  power  to 
which  he  owed  his  existence  as  a  king ;  but  it  is  still 
more  surprising  that  the  people  permitted  him  to  do 
it  with  impiinity :  for  no  king  ought  to  have  been 
allowed 

"  To  smother  Justice,  property  devour, 
And  trample  Law  beneath  the  feet  of  Power ; 
Scorn  the  restraint  of  oaths  and  promis'd  right. 
And  ravei  compacts  in  the  people's  sight ; 
For  he's  a  tybant  !-r-and  the  people  pools, 
Who  basely  bend  to  be  that  tyrant's  tools !" 

This  is,  indeed,  powerful  language ;  the  importance 
of  the  subject  was  deeply  felt  by  the  poet ;  but  its 
truth  will  plead  the  best  justification  of  the  censure. 
George  the  Fourth  unhappily  considered  himself  of 
a  different  species  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  lost 
all  the  natural  feelings  of  our  nature  for  his  subjects* 
Blinded  with  prejudices,  the  truth  stung  him  like  a 
scorpion;  his  wounded  pride  instantly  took  the 
alarm,  and  the  rash  intruder  upon  his  dignity  and  his 
pleasures  was  sure  to  be  dismissed  with  hauteur,  if 
not  ever  after  denied  the  royal  presence.  This  was, 
indeed,  a  lamentable  state  of  things;  but  which, 
however,  had  one  consolation:  it  was  impossible 
that  it  could  continue  much  longer;  for  if  nothing 
else  happened,  its  own  iniquity  would  be  sure  to 
produce  its  destruction. 
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We  now  enter  upon  the  year 

1826, 

the  eleventh  of  peace,  though  not  of  plenty.  It  is 
true  that  public  opinion  now  began  to  gain  consider* 
able  ascendency,  though  every  possible  advantage 
was  taken  to  undermine  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and 
heavy  fines  were  imposed  upon  various  persons  for 
publishing  facte  t  disreputable  to  the  lordlings  in 
power. 

In  the  January  of  this  year,  several  most  respect- 
able individuals  expressed  an  earnest  desire  to  press 
for  a  public  inquiry  into  the  mysterious  and  hitherto* 
unaccounted-for  death  of  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  Charlotte.  Among  the  rest  was  Lord  Tut 
lamore,  who  obtained  an  audience  of  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool  for  this  purpose  on  the  18th.  The  pre- 
mier, at  first,  treated  his  lordship  with  much  cool- 
ness and  reserve;  but  when  Lord  Tullamore 
mentioned  the  letter  of  Queen  Charlotte  to  Dr.  Sir 
Richard  Croft,  the  noble  earl  exhibited  signs  of  the 
most  acute  pain,  and  became  dreadfully  agitated. 
His  lordship  eagerly  inquired  if  that  letter  was 
forthcoming;  and  admitted,  that  the  subject  had 
been  mentioned  to  him  before,  but  that  the  party 
was  not  so  respectable  as  the  present  Lord  Tulla- 
more then  repeated  those  words  from  the  other  letter 
to  the  doctor — "  Come,  my  boy,  throw  physic  to  the 
dogs," — when  the  earl  became  so  confused  and  em* 
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barrassed,  that  it  was  quite  evident  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  contents  of  both  those  letters. 
Previous  to  Lord  Tullamore's  retiring  from  this  au- 
dience, the  premier  requested  to  know  if  he  had 
Queen  Charlotte's  letter  in  his  possession,  to  which 
Lord  Tullamore  replied,  that  his  instructions  went 
no  further.  Though  suffering  exceedingly  from  the 
gout  in  his  feet,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  politely  rose 
from  his  seat,  pressed  his  lordship's  hand,  called  him 
his  dear  lord,  and  hoped  to  see  him  again. 

When  detailing  the  particulars  of  this  interview 
on  the  ensuing  day,  Lord  Tullamore  said,  that  the 
noble  earl  had  certainly  admitted  the  fact  of  the 

MANNER   OF  THE   DEATH    OF   THE  PRINCESS ! 

Shortly  afterwards,  a  second  interview  took  place 
with  the  same  noblemen,  when  Lord  Liverpool  was 
more  composed,  and  said  the  business  did  not  rest 
with  him,  but  that  it  must  be  investigated  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary,  by  Mr.  Peel.  His  lordship 
then,  saying  he  was  in  haste,  took  leave  of  Lord/Tul- 
lamore  in  the  kindest  manner,  very  different  from 
the  cool  and  reserved  demeanour  and  address  so  con- 
spicuous upon  his  Jirst  reception.  Immediate  ap- 
plication was  made  at  Mr.  Peel's  office,  but  that 
secretary  was  not  in  the  administration  when  the  me- 
lancholy event  occurred,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  responsible  for  any  circumstance  attending  it!! 

Let  the  unprejudiced  reader  duly  weigh  this  sim- 
ple statement  of  facts,  and  judge  dispassionately. 
Lord  Liverpool  was  first  lord  of  the  Treasury  at  this 
time,  as  well  as  at  the  period  of  the  princess9  death ; 
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he  was,  therefore,  of  necessity  the  principal  actor 
in  all  state  business;  he  well  knew  that  a  secretary 
of  state  was  answerable  only  for  circumstances  and 
transactions  in  his  department  during  his  secretary- 
ship ;  no  one  could  be  amenable  for  that  which 
occurred  at  the  period  his  predecessor  held  office. 
Yet  this  premier,  by  the  most  unmanly  and  guilty- 
looking  subterfuge,  put  off  all  inquiry  upon  such  an 
important  subject,  pretending  that  it  did  not  belong 
to  his  department,  and  then  referring  it  to  a  secre- 
tary, by  whom  Lord  Liverpool  well  knew  the  matter 
could  not  be  investigated,  for  the  reasons  before 
mentioned.  In  consequence  of  these  shuffling  con- 
trivances against  justice,  this  most  serious  inquiry 
was  negatived,  while  every  principle  of  right  was  set 
at  open  defiance,  and  the  most  honourable  of  the 
community  privately  insulted.  One  fact,  however, 
may  clearly  be  deduced  from  this  circumstance: 
that  Lord  Liverpool  was  too  well  informed  upon 
all  this  most  heart-rending  tragedy,  and  he  there- 
fore, for  his  own  sake,  put  off  the  inquiry,  hoping 
the  subject  would  be  either  forgotten,  or  adverted 
to  in  a  more  agreeable  manner. 

While  these  unsuccessful  attempts  were  making  to 
obtain  a  public  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  Prin- 
cess Charlotte's  death,  the  well-paid  court-minions 
were  busily  employed  in  calumniating  the  characters 
of  every  person  engaged  in  so  laudable  an  under- 
taking. The  most  unfounded  reports  were  indus- 
triously circulated  to  wound  their  good  names,  while 
reasons,  the  farthest  from  the  truth,  were  injuriously 
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assigned  to  blacken  their  motives.  Yet,  if  we  take 
into  account  the  wickedness  and  voluptuousness  of 
the  court  at  this  period,  as  well  as  the  imbecility  and 
arrogancy  of  the  king  s  ministers,  Surprise  will  natu- 
rally give  way  to  Disgust,  and  Anger  wonder  at 
Toleration.  The  Junius  that  exposed  and  animad- 
verted upon  the  ministerial  delinquencies  of  a  Bed- 
ford and  a  Grafton,  a  Sandwich  and  a  Harrington, 
neither  knew,  nor  could  possibly  imagine,  the  in- 
comparably bolder  task  of  doing  justice  to  the  public 
and  private  turpitude  of  a  Liverpool  and  a  Si^mouth, 
a  Bathurst  and  a  Canning,  a  Wellington  and  a  Bex- 
ley,  an  Eldon  and  a  Melville!  To  paint  the 
characters  of  these  men  in  their  true  colours  would, 
indeed,  be  a  difficult  task.  Our  darkest  tints  and 
our  deepest  shades  would  give  but  a  faint  outline 
of  the  blackness  of  the  originals.  When  we  look 
back  upon  the  accumulated  burthens,  the  ills  upon 
property  and  patience  which  they  inflicted,  what  an 
ocean  of  insults  and  what  a  wild  waste  of  oppres- 
sions do  we  behold !  The  three  grand  pillars  of  the 
state  in  its  purity,  and  the  people  in  their  freedom, 
were  nearly  demolished.  Magna  Charta,  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  and  the  Family  Compact,  were  scrolls 
mouldering  on  the  shelves  of  these  ministers,  and 
ready  to  be  swept  out  of  their  several  departments, 
together  with  the  copies  of  their  oaths  "  to  advise 
their  royal  master  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
consciences," — consciences,  the  only  proof  of  the 
existence  of-  which  was  given  in  their  constant  vio- 
lation.    If  it  be  urged,  that  Lord  Sidmouth,  who 
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was  the  borne-secretary  at  the  death  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  was  not  in  office  at  the  time  of  Lord 
Tul  lam  ore's  interview  with  the  premier,  we  can 
only  say,  his  power  to  do  harm  was  as  great  as  if  he 
had  been,  if  not  greater,  and  that  he  took  especial 
care  to  exert  himself  strenuously,  that  no  "  inquiry" 
about  the  Princess  Charlotte  should  be  instituted. 

The  premier,  at  this  eventful  period,  was  eager  to 
engage  the  assistance  of  all  his  Tory  friends,  whe- 
ther in  or  out  of  office,  to  enable  him  to  bolster  up 
his  own  misrule.  The  ancient  author  who  correctly 
observed,  that  "  there  are  vices  of  men  and  vices 
of  times,"  would  have  improved,  as  well  as  have 
enlarged,  his  maxim  by  adding,  that  "  bad  times 
are  made  by  bad  men."  Of  the  truth,  that  "  bad 
rulers  too  often  make  a  mean  people,"  the  minis- 
terial subjugation  of  nations  has  afforded  innumer- 
able evidences.  But,  with  science  and  the  manual 
arts,  the  knowledge  of  the  best  means  of  banishing 
liberty  and  liberal  sentiments  had  now  wonderfully 
advanced.  The  proficiency  in  despotism  to  which 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool  and  his  junto  had  attained  cer- 
tainly entitled  them  to  take  precedence  of  any 
anterior  ministry.  These  men,  throughout  their 
whole  conduct,  from  the  highest  down  to  the  hum- 
blest of  their  misdeeds, — whether  they  betrayed  the 
king  who  received  their  services,  or  the  people  wbo 
paid  their  salaries, — whether  they  dishonoured  the 
crown  by  insulting  a  virtuous  queeti,  or  injured  the 
country  by  screening  public  plunderers  and  private 
murderers, — whether  they  outraged  justice  by  ao 
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quitting  the  guilty  and  convicting  the  innocent, — 
were  ever  true  to  themselves.  With  all  their  arts, 
however,  they  could  not  destroy  the  spirit  of  our 
free  constitution;  for  that  will  ever  remain  im- 
moveably  fixed  in  the  British  bosom.  The  flame 
whose  rays  shot  hence  across  the  Atlantic  can  never 
be  wholly  extinguished.  The  sparks  with  which 
England  herself  animated  the  hearts  of  her  regene- 
rated colonists,  warmly  cherished  by  every  American, 
will  never  cease  to  feed  the  parent  fire.  Lord 
Liverpool  might  have  assisted  to  re-burthen  France 
with  the  hated  Bourbons,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Continent  with  their  legitimate  despots;  but  this 
could  only  last  for  a  time.  The  fire  of  liberty  was 
but  smothered  for  a  season,  as  after  events  have  suf- 
ficiently attested. 

It  will  assuredly  be  matter  of  great  surprise  to 
posterity,  how  men  of  such  circumscribed  talents  as 
were  to  be  found  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool should  find  it  possible  to  effect  so  much  mis- 
chief. But  Fortune  delights  in  maintaining  a  sort 
of  rival  ship  with  Wisdom,  and  piques  herself  on  her 
power  tp  favour  fools  as  well  as  knaves.  These 
beings,  however,  were  indebted  to  various  aids  for 
their  long  and  too  successful  career ;  yet  their  prin- 
cipal dependance  rested  on  the  supineness  of  the 
people.  The  generous  forbearance  of  Englishmen 
unhappily  cherished  the  power  which  their  patriotic 
vengeance  should  have  destroyed.  They  were  look- 
ing for  gratuitous  justice  and  liberality,  instead  of 
deserving  relief  by  the  ardour  and  nobleness  of  their 
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own  exertions.  Had  Britons  but  borne  in  mind 
that  "  zeal,  without  action,  is  nothing  worth,"  their 
condition  had  been  very  different  to  what  it  was  at 
the  period  of  Lord  Tullamore's  praiseworthy  at 
tempts  to  obtain  an  inquiry  into  one  of  the  blackest 
crimes  recorded  in  our  annals ;  for  Thought  is  the 
projector,  and  Faith  the  encourager,  of  all  our  views 
and  wishes ;  though  it  is  only  Action  that  can  ren- 
der them  effectual  and  profitable. 

At  the  period  of  Lord  Tullamore's  interviews  with 
the  premier,  the  Marchioness  of  Conyngham  held 
an  entire  and  very  injurious  sway  over  the  actions 
of  our  voluptuous  monarch ;  her  will  soon  became 
an  absolute  law,  and,  to  supply  means  for  this  lady's 
insatiable  wishes,  the  nation  was  burthened  be- 
yond all  honourable  limits.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  one 
of  her  ladyship's  sons,  Lord  Mountcharles,  professed 
himself  most  anxious  to  be  entrusted  with  the  pre* 
viously-named  "  inquiry."  His  lordship  was,  con- 
sequently, allowed  to  undertake  that  the  matter 
should  be  investigated;  but  no  sooner  had  the 
marchioness'  son  obtained  an  interview  with  George 
the  Fourth,  than  he  hypocritically  said,  "  The  in- 
quiry into  the  death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  is 
all  useless.  You  may  rely  upon  it,  the  idea  has 
originated  in  some  ungenerous  feeling  towards  his 
majesty."  But,  in  this  particular,  my  Lord  Mount- 
charles acted  dishonourably  to  the  trust  reposed  in 
him.  From  undoubted  authority,  we  know  that 
George  the  Fourth  received  Lord  Mountcharles 
into  his  friendship  to  prevent  the  further  elucidation  of 
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ibis  matter, — at  least,  as  far  as  his  lordship  was  con- 
cerned. Another  of  the  professed  friends  of  justice, 
also,  who  was  known  to  have  been  a  witness  upon  this 
business,  was  speedily  afterwards  enlisted  under  the 
"  royal  banner/'  and,  though  previously  poor  and 
in  "  holy  orders/'  soon  found  abundant  means  to 
play  for  no  trivial  sums  in  St.  James*.  But  his  prin- 
ciples may  be  more  correctly  ascertained  by  the  fact 
that,  after  receiving  the  most  generous  services  from 
his  friends,  he  was  mean  enough  to  abscond  from 
his  bail,  when  fifty  pounds  was  offered  for  his  appre- 
hension. Such  was  the  Reverend  Joseph  B— — , 
whose  apostacy  in  this  common  cause  fixes  upon 
bis  name  eternal  discredit.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
his  dissolute  habits,  this  clergyman  has  very  fre- 
quently occupied  a  seat  at  the  table  of  Lord  Teyn- 
ham,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  considerable 
attentions  from  many  of  the  lordlings  in  power.  If 
his  word  might  be  deemed  worthy  of  credit,  he  was 
no  stranger  to  the  friendship  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Duke  of  Sussex,  and  other  branches  of  the 
royal  family.  But  of  one  point,  we  are  well  assured, 
that  he  who  was  mean  enough  to  desert  a  post  of 
duty,  though  it  might  be  a  post  of  danger,  to  revel 
in  ease  and  luxury,  was,  at  least,  undeserving  the 
notice  of  any  honourable  man.  However  strange  it 
may  appear,  this  divine  (so  called)  was  most  un- 
ceasing in  his  endeavours  to  rouse  the  country  to 
a  due  sense  of  the  impositions  forced  upon  it, 
declaring  all  consequent  sufferings  would  be  "  light 
as  dust  in  the  balance,"  compared  to  the  tortures  of 
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a  guilty  and  harassed  conscience.  Thus,  under  the 
mask  of  religion  and  patriotism,  did  this  faithless 
character  hide  his  real  sentiments  and  intentions, 
and  while  professing  to  serve  the  cause  of  liberty, 
he  was  in  reality  the  aider  and  abettor  of  tyrants, — 
dishonourable  in  his  engagements,  and  a  disgrace  to 
his  order.  We  may  pity  and  even  forgive  his  want 
of  honour  to  his  friends ;  but  the  subject  from 
which  he  shrunk  was  of  such  vast  national  import* 
ance,  that  his  desertion  of  the  cause  of  justice  and 
his  dereliction  from  the  path  of  duty  in  this  matter 
must  always  be  considered  as  unpardonable  of* 
fences. 

Such  vacillating  conduct,  however,  we  are  sorry 
to  record,  was  not  confined  to  the  two  gentle- 
men just  mentioned.  Many,  whose  prospects  of 
aggrandizement  appeared  upon  the  wane,  exhibited 
an  anxiety  to  ascertain  the  probable  result  of  this 
inquiry.  Amongst  this  number,  was  a  fashionable 
fortune-hunter,  who  boasted  of  being  the  illegitimate 
son  of  a  royal  duke, — the  sudden  and  unexpected 
death  of  whom,  it  was  currently  reported,  had  left 
this  unfortunate  offspring  totally  unprovided  for. 
Added  to  a  tolerably  honest  appearance  and  plea- 
sant address,  this  gentleman  possessed  consider* 
able  talent,  which  he  could  exemplify  in  farce, 
comedy,  or  tragedy,  as  the  circumstances  might 
require.  In  the  words  of  Lord  Byron,  "  he  had 
ten  thousand  names,  and  twice  as  many  attributes* 
He  also  professed  himself  the  uncompromising 
enemy  of  oppressors,  -and   as  being  ever  ready  to 
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hazard  his  life  in  bringing  the  murderers  of  the 
Princess  Charlotte  to  their  merited  punishment. 
But  exteriors  are  too  frequently  deceptive,  and  this 
self-styled  patriot  was  ultimately  proved  unworthy  of 
the  notice  of  any  respectable  person.  Under  false 
pretences,  he  found  means  to  reach  "  the  board  of 
hospitality,"  fed  upon  the  ample  provision,  and  then, 
like  the  reptile  of  eastern  climes,  stung  the  benevo- 
lent hand  that  had  furnished  the  sources  for  his  en- 
joyment, by  an  attempt  to  defame  one  of  the 
proudest  and  most  noble  characters  our  country  can 
boast! 

Would  that  we  had  no  more  instances  of  treachery 
to  offer;  but  too  many  others  might  be  given  of 
persons,  calling  themselves  professional  gentlemen, — 
particularly  one  residing  in  Duke-street,  St  James9, — 
who,  after  volunteering  their  services  to  bring  this 
"  hidden  thing  of  darkness  to  light,"  forsook  their 
friends,  and  accepted  a  bribe  as  a  reward  for  their 
silence.  We  could  also  extend  our  record  of  mean 
expedients  adopted  by  men  in  power  to  suppress  this 
disgraceful  business, — such,  indeed,  as  would  almost 
stagger  the  faith  of  those  who  had  not  been  eye- 
witnesses of  their  depravity.  Indignation  rises  in 
our  breasts  while  contemplating  such  a  picture  of 
human  wickedness !  Our  readers,  we  feel  assured, 
do  not  desire  more  proofs  than  we  have  already 
given  of  the  principal  fact, — that  the  Princess 
Charlotte  was  poisoned,  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  those  who  ought  to  have  been  the  first  to 
protect  so  amiable  and  virtuous  a  woman !     It  is, 
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therefore,  only  a  matter  of  minor  importance  to  ex- 
pose those  who  have  failed  in  their  loud  professions 
of  seeing  justice  enforced  on  her  murderers.  No 
history,  perhaps,  is  richer  in  recorded  crime  than 
that  of  our  own  country ;  but  neither  the  annals  of 
this  or  any  other  empire  can  furnish  a  more  striking 
instance  of  unmanly  barbarity,  of  greater  wickedness, 
or  of  more  horrid  depravity,  than  that  of  which  we 
are  now  speaking.  Let  us  hope  the  people  of  1832 
will  seriously  reflect  on  the  enormity  of  this  revolt- 
ing act,  and  be  no  longer  lost  in  an  apathy  that  has 
already  proved  so  disastrous  to  their  liberties.  Let 
them  not  suffer  their  good  sense  to  be  lulled  and 
amused  by  the  "raree-shows'*  of  royalty,  or  by  the 
glitter  of  any  grandeur  supplied  by  the  produce  of 
their  own  labour.  Nothing  confers,  either  on  a 
king  or  his  ministers,  any  real  dignity  or  glory,  ex- 
cept their  virtue  and  their  good  deeds;  and  the 
people  ought,  therefore,  not  to  suffer  their  courage 
to  be  deterred,  or  their  judgment  to  be  imposed 
upon,  by  the  pomp  and  glare  of  state  ostentation. 
The  people,  we  say,  ought  now  to  make  amends  for 
their  long  neglect,  and  exhibit  a  stronger  and  more 
determinate  resolution  than  ever  for  that  "  inquiry" 
which  Lord  Liverpool  so  often  refused;  for,  so 
long  as  the  death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  remains 
unavenged,  so  long  will  cowardice  and  ignominy  be 
attached  to  the  name  of  Englishman ! 

In  the  month  of  April,  Mr  Brougham  visited  his 
native  country,  for  the  purpose  of  being  invested 
with  the  title  of  "  Lord  Rector  of  the  University  of 
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Glasgow.'9  We  should  not  have  noticed  a  circum- 
stance of  such  trivial  importance  to  the  public,  did 
it  not  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  introducing  a  most 
admirable  speech,  which  that  learned  gentleman  had 
an  opportunity  of  delivering  on  the  occasion  by 
reason  of  some  allusion  being  made  to  the  trial  of 
the  late  Queen  Caroline.  To  explain  the  impro- 
priety of  calling  such  persecuting  proceedings  a 
"  trial/'  Mr.  Brougham  said, 

"  If  he  could  bring  himself,  on  such  a  day  as  this, 
to  those  habits  of  contentious  discussion  to  which  he 
was  sometimes  accustomed,  he  should  have  to  ana- 
lyze his  friend's  splendid  speech,  and  object  to  the 
whole  of  his  eulogy.  But  there  was  one  part  of  that 
speech  which  had  caused  him  considerable  pain:  his 
friend  had  talked  of  '  the  trial '  of  the  late  queen. 
Never  had  he  (Mr.  Brougham)  either  in  public  or 
private,  before  heard  so  great  a  profanation  of  the 
attributes  of  those  judicial  proceedings,  which  by 
profession  and  habit  he  had  been  taught  to  revere, 
than  to  use  the  name  of  *  trial'  when  speaking  of 
such  an  event.  It  was  no  trial,  he  said,  and  so  did 
the  world.  The  subject  was  gone  by,  and  not  in- 
troduced by  him ;  but  still  the  phrase,  when  dropped, 
must  be  corrected;  for  '  trial"  it  was  none.  Was 
that  a  trial  where  the  accused  had  to  plead  before 
those  who  were  interested  in  her  destruction? — 
where  those  who  sat  on  the  bench  of  justice,  aye, 
and  pretended  to  be  her  judges,  had  pre-ordained 
her  fate?    Trial!"    continued  Mr.  Brougham,   "I 
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repeat  there  was,  there  could  be,  none,  where  every 
channel  of  defamation  was  allowed  to  empty  itself 
upon  the  accused,  borne  down  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power,  overwhelmed  by  the  alliance  of  the  powers 
and  the  princedoms  of  the  state,  and  defended  only 
by  that  innocence  and  that  law  which  those  powers 
and  those  princedoms,  united  with  the  powers  of 
darkness,   had  combined  to  destroy.     Trial  it  was 
none,  where  every  form  of  justice  was  obliged  to  be 
broken  through  on  the  very  surface  before  the  ac- 
cusers could  get  at  the  imputed  grounds  of  their  ac- 
cusations.    This,   forsooth,  a  trial! — call  it  not  so, 
for  the  sake  of  truth  and  law.    While  that  event  de- 
formed the  page  of  their  history,  let  them  be  silent 
about  eastern  submissiveness ;  let  them  talk  not  of 
Agas,  the  Pachas,  and  the  Beys, — all  judges,  too, 
at  least  so  they  call  themselves, — while  they  were 
doomed  to  remember  they  had  had  in  their  own 
times  ministers  of  their  own  crown,  who,  under  the 
absolute  authority  of  their  own  master,  consented  to 
violate  their  own  pledge,  to  compromise  and  stifle 
their  own   avowed  feelings,  and  to  act  as  slaves, 
crouching  before  the  foot-stool  of  power,  to  admi- 
nister to  its  caprice.   Let  them  call  that  a  trial  which 
was  so  conducted,  and  then  he  would  say  the  queen 
had  been  tried  at  the  time  when  he  stood  for  fifty- 
six    days    witnessing    the   sacrilegious   proceeding. 
Did  he  now,  for  the  first  time,  utter  this  description 
of  its  character?    No,  no;  day  after  day  did  he  re- 
peat it  in  the  presence  of  all  the  parties,  and  dared 
them  to  deny  the  imputation ;  he  dared  them  then, 
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but  not  now,  lest  he  should  be  forced  to  see  the 
same  feces  in  the  same  place  again,  professing  to  ex- 
ercise  the  same  functions.   If  it  were  in  his  power  to 
repeat  in  their  hearing  now  what  he  had  said  in 
their  presence  before,  they  might,  indeed,  call  that 
a  trial  in  his  case  which  they  had  called  it  in  the 
other;  but  to  whom  it  looked  not  like  a  chamber  of 
justice,  but  rather  the  gloominess  of  the  den;  not 
indeed  of  judgment,  for  he  could  not  liken  it  to 
such,  but  rather  to  others — (here  Mr.  Brougham 
paused) — But  no,  he  could  not  sustain  the  allusion, 
lest,  perchance,  for  the  very  saying  of  it,  (for  he 
could  not  be  prevented  from  thinking  of  it  so)  he 
should  again  have  to  submit  to  the  test  of  power, — 
an  alternative  which  his  veneration  for  the  constitu- 
tion of  his  country  and  its  honours  forbade  him  to 
precipitate. 

"  How  many  long  years,"  said  Mr.  Brougliam, 
"  had  they  not  seen,  when  to  be  an  Englishman  on 
the  Continent  was  a  painful,  if  not  a  degrading, 
condition  ?  He  meant,  during  that  dark  and  murky 
night  of  power,  when  the  machinations  of  the  family 
of  the  tyrants  of  Europe  were  at  work,  and  when 
they  could  reckon  upon  the  minister  of  England 
as  silently  suffering,  nay,  permitting  their  deadly 
march  against  the  liberties  of  mankind.  England 
then  had  her  fair  name  degraded  by  being  con- 
sidered as  the  abettor  of  every  tyrant's  plan  for  the 
subjugation  of  his  subjects.  Then  was  the  time 
when  no  despot  could  open  his  glaring  eye,  flashing 
with  vengeance  for  his  prey,  without  catching  the 
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glistening  eye  of  the  supplicant  British  minister. 
Then  was  the  time  when  no  tyrant  could  hold  out 
his  hand,  after  shaking  in  it  the  chains  he  had  forged 
to  bind  and  excoriate  his  people,  without  its  meet* 
ing  the  cordial  grasp  of  friendship  of  the  British 
minister.  Then  was  the  time  when  the  oppressor 
stalked  abroad  with  the  countenance  of  the  rulers 
of  that  land,  which  was  called  the  champion  and 
the  protectress  of  the  free.  Then  did  horrid  ty- 
ranny, more  grim  in  its  blasted  actions  than  even 
in  the  vices  of  its  original  debasement,  disfigure  the 
fair  face  of  Europe,  while  linked  and  leagued  (0, 
shame  upon  the  pen  of  history!)  with  the  freest 
government  upon  earth, — to  which,  nevertheless,  the 
tyrant  never  turned  his  glance,  or  stretched  his  hand 
in  vain,  during  such  disastrous  times.  That  black 
and  disgraceful  night  of  intellect  and  freedom  had 
now  gone  down,  the  sky  was  clear,  and  the  view 
was  changed  into  a  brighter  prospect  Now,"  con- 
tinued Mr.  Brougham,  "  we  can  speak  out,  and 
look  abroad  with  clear  vision.  What  man  is  there 
now,  1  ask,  in  half-represented  England,  in  unre- 
presented Scotland, — aye,  where  and  which  of  you, 
in  either  country,  or  even  in  tortured,  insulted,  and 
persecuted  Ireland, — where,  I  say,  can  the  man  be 
found,  who  dared  to  look  forth  in  the  broad  face 
of  day,  who  dared  to  raise  his  voice  before  his  fel- 
low-men, and  say,  '  /  befriend  the  Holy  AllianceV 
Not  only,  I  repeat,  is  there  no  such  man,  I  will 
not  say  so  wicked,  but  so  childish, — I  will  not  say 
90  stricken  with  hostility  to  free  principles,  or  so 
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bent  upon  the  destruction  of  his  own  individual  cha- 
racter,— in  the  whole  walk  of  society,  as  to  avow 
such  sentiments.  O,  no ;  not  out  of  Bedlam  could 
we  find  him ! — hardly  there,  save  in  the  precipitation 
of  a  maniac's  rage,  could  we  behold  a  being  in  the 
shape  of  a  man  to  stand  up  and  say,  '  /  am  the 
friend  of  the  Holy  Alliance.9  If  there  be  the  man 
where  freedom  shines,  who  could  look  with  com- 
plaisance on  the  accomplished  despot  who  fills  the 
Calmuc  throne,  who  can  behold  with  meekness 
that  specious  and  ungrateful  imbecility  which  pro- 
mised first,  and  then  refused,  free  institutions  to 
the  Germans  who  had  bled  and  died  in  thousands 
to  restore  his  throne ;  if  there  be  any  man  who  can 
approve  the  scourge  of  fair  Italy,  and  the  tyrant  of 
Austria;  if  there  be,  I  repeat,  any  such  man,  so 
reckless  of  himself  as  to  admire  or  approve,  (for  that 
is  out  of  the  maddest  rage  of  speculation)  but  even 
to  tolerate  the  mere  mention  of  the  name  of  that 
cruel  tyrant  of  his  people  at  home, — the  baffled  des- 
pot, thank  God!  of  South  America, — but  whose 
sway  it  pleased  Providence  still  to  permit  at  home, 
and  to  suspend  for  a  short  season  the  doom  of  that 
nameless  despot.  If  there  be  a  man,  I  say,  so 
monstrous  and  unnatural  as  to  approve  of  these 
royal  minions,  then  it  was  a  consolation  to  know 
that  he  had  the  grace  to  confine  his  thoughts  to  the 
regions  best  adapted  for  their  culture,  to  lock  them 
up  in  the  innermost  recesses  of  the  offices  of  state, 
or  to  confine  his  silent  migrations  to  the  merest  pur- 
lieus of  the  court,  or  perchance  to  lurk  '  behind  the 
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arras,"  to  live  there  among  the  vermin  which  were 
its  natural  tenants,  and  there  to  gloat  upon  the 
merits  of  Alexander,  Frederick,  Francis,  or  Fer- 
dinand,— have  I  named  him? — among  the  spiders, 
the  vipers,  the  toads,  and  those  who  hated  the  toads, 
the  lizards.  To  such  an  association  and  contact 
were  these  lovers  of  despots  confined ;  not  a  word  of 
approbation  from  any  member  of  the  government 
could  be  extorted  for  them.  He  had  often  seen 
much  ability  and  ingenuity  devised  and  exercised  to 
endeavour  to  get  out  even  a  smooth  word  in  favour 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  in  parliament ;  but  no,  the 
attempt  was  fruitless, — all  cheered  the  sentiments 
which  were  breathed  against  these  tyrants.  So  that 
whoever  loved  them  *  behind  the  arras,'  had  at 
least,  if  not  the  better  principle,  the  better  taste, — 
was,  if  not  better  in  demeanour,  at  least  more 
ashamed  in  practice  to  avow  himself  as  their  cham- 
pion, and  rather  to  prefer  to  hide  himself  from  that 
sun  of  day,  which  would  almost  feel  disgraced  by 
being  compelled  to  shine  upon  him  in  common  with 
the  better  part  of  mankind." 

The  facts  and  well-merited  castigations  contained 
in  this  most  eloquent  address  were  not  very  cre- 
ditable to  the  character  of  the  voluptuous  king 
and  his  servile  ministers.  Mr.  Brougham  here  ut- 
tered some  startling  truths,  and  accompanied  their 
recital  with  that  keenness  of  remark  for  which  he  is 
so  famous.  We  need  hardly  say  how  heartily  we 
agree  with   him  in    the    detestation   he   expressed 
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against  the  queen's  persecutors.  Would  that  he  had 
performed  his  own  part  more  consistently  with  her 
majesty's  wishes  and  interests ! 

On  the  6th  of  March,  Science  mourned  the  death 
of  her  favourite  son,  in  the  Reverend  Doctor  Samuel 
Parr,  a  celebrated  philologist,  erudite  classical  scho 
lar,  and  a  profound  mathematician,  in  the  79th  year 
of  his  age.  The  weekly,  monthly,  and  annual  re- 
gisters, did  not  forget  to  name  the  transcendent 
merits  of  the  deceased  in  literary  pursuits;  but 
they  either  forgot  or  declined  to  mention  the  in- 
terest this  worthy  gentleman  had  taken  in  the  cause 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  also  after  she  be- 
came Queen  of  England.  The  memorials  and  tes- 
timonies of  Doctor  Parr  in  her  cause  were  not 
chimerical  opinions,  as  some  have  imagined,  but  the 
real  sentiments  of  his  honest  and  manly  heart. 

The  close  of  this  eventful  year  was  marked  with 
unprecedented  calamity.  The  "panic,"  as  it  was 
briefly  termed,  which  prevailed  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, seemed  to  have  overtaken  the  most  wealthy  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  poverty  and  consternation  ap- 
peared in  all  their  terrors.  The  political  horizon  was 
also  of  the  most  foreboding  and  gloomy  character. 
The  "  House  of  Incurables,"  however,  still  arro- 
gantly boasted  of  the  "  freedom  and  prosperity  of 
the  nation,"  and  shut  their  eyes  against  all  the  proofs 
of  a  contrary  nature. 

There  was  a  time  when  some  atonement  for 
unjust  acts  would  have  been  instantly  demanded 
from  the  sovereign  by  the  people ;  for  we  read  in 
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"  Raping  that  Edward  the  Second,  when  conquered 
and  made  prisoner  by  his  wife,  was  tried  by  the 
parliament,  which  decreed,  "  that  (though  kings  are 
supposed  incapable  of  doing  wrong)  he  had  done 
all  possible  wrong,  and  thereby  must  forfeit  his  right 
to  the  crown."  Again,  for  the  sake  of  illustration, 
we  may  mention,  that  the  parliament  tried  and  con- 
victed Richard  the  Second ;  thirty-one  articles  were 
alleged  against  him,  in  the  form  of  an  impeachment, 
two  of  which  were  very  remarkable,  though  perhaps 
not  uncommon ;  the  first  was,  "  that  he  had  bob- 
rowed     MONEY     WITHOUT      INTENDING     TO     PAY    IT 

again  ! ! !"  the  other,  "  that  he  had  declared,  before 
witnesses,  '  be  was  master  of  the  lives  and  property 
of  his  subjects/"  What  a  lesson,  also,  does  the 
wretched  death  of  our  first  Charles  offer  of  the  im- 
becility of  kings,  and  of  their  blind  contempt  for  the 
people,  from  whom  their  crowns  and  their  wealth 
must  always  be  derived.  But,  with  some  men,  ex- 
ample is  disregarded,  and  advice  neglected,  if  not 
despised,  George  the  Fourth,  for  instance,  reckless 
of  all  consequences,  appears  to  have  held  it  as  a 
maxim,  "  I  am  determined  to  make  every  body  as 
miserable  as  I  can ;  and,  so  long  as  all  my  wants 
are  supplied,  no  matter  from  what  source  they  are 
derived !" 

At  an  early  part  of 

1826, 

the  Duke  of  Devonshire   attended  the  coronation 
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of  the  despotic  Nicholas,  since  the  murderer  of  the 
brave  Poles,  as  the  representative  of  George  the 
Fourth,  King  of  England ;  and  his  splendid  retinues 
and  sumptuous  fetes  created  no  little  astonishment 
in  the  Russian  capital  at  John  Bull's  extravagance. 

In  January,   his  majesty  returned  one  thousand 
pounds  of  the  public  money,  to  relieve  the  distressed 
Spitalfields'  weavers,  who  were  suffering  every  pos- 
sible hardship  from  the  want  of  employment    We 
feel  great  pleasure  in  recording  every  instance  of 
the  charitable  intentions  of  this  king,  entertaining  no 
fear  of  being  wearied  with  their  detail.     We  should 
be  equally  happy,  were  it  in  our  power,  to  record 
the  payment  of  those  loans  and  promissory  notes,  to 
which  this  personage  had  subscribed  while  Prince  of 
Wales.     It  is  a  good  old  maxim,  "  Be  just  before 
you  are  generous ;"  and  we  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  if  the  "first   gentleman  in  the  world"  had 
given  his  accommodating  ladies  a  little  less,   and 
satisfied  tjie  demands  of  the  holders  of  those  bonds, 
he  would  have  acted  more   "  as  became  a  roan.'9 
But  no ;  his  kingly  dignity  kept  him  aloof  from  the 
civil  proceedings  of  his  foreign  creditors,  and,  being 
a  stranger  to  honour,  the  documents  were  left  un- 
discharged ! 

The  king  at  this  period  being  reported  unwell,  the 
parliament  was  opened  by  commission.  His  ma- 
jesty s  indisposition  could  hardly  be  wondered  at, 
when  the  gay  life  he  had  led  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration. Besides,  as  he  was  now  getting  into  the 
"  sear  and  yellow  leaf, "  it  might  naturally  be  supposed 
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that  the  prickings  of  Conscience  sometimes  annoyed 
him  into  bodily  pain.  Indeed,  though  the  fact  was 
only  known  to  a  few  persons  at  court,  his  majesty 
had  long  been  getting  into  a  very  low  and  despond- 
ing state,  and  frequently  appeared  lost  in  abstrac- 
tion, from  which  he  was  but  seldom  relieved  by 
shedding  tears!  He  knew  that  there  were  He- 
mishes  upon  his  escutcheon,  which,  though  he  had 
long  been  able  to  conceal  them  by  bribery  and 
.trickery,  might  some  day  or  another  be  exposed  to 
the  rude  gaze  of  the  multitude.  He  had  long 
unsheathed  the  sword  of  oppression  against  his 
suffering  people,  and  he  could  not  possibly  tell  at 
what  period  it  might  be  lifted  against  his  royal  self. 
The  Tory  government  of  persecuted  England  still 
appeared  to  think  that  the  persons  composing  their 
Sanhedrim  were  the  only  interested  individuals  in 
giving  and  opposing  laws.  But  had  not  every 
Englishman  a  direct  interest  in  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment? If  government  should  act  a  part  that  might 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  community,  surely  ever) 
man's  property  would  be  equally  at  stake.  All  na- 
tional affairs,  therefore,  ought  to  be  conducted  with 
a  view  to  the  general  good,  and  not  for  the  mere 
aggrandizement  of  a  privileged  and  self-elected  set 
of  hirelings.  When  secret  missions  were  the  order 
of  the  day,  as  was  the  case  at  this  period,  the  public 
might  be  assured  that  "  something  was  rotten  in  the 
state  of  Denmark !"  for  state  secrecy  is  always  the 
forerunner  of  evil  to  the  people.  But  no  men  of 
upright  principles  .were  to  be  found  in  George  the 


149 

Fourth's  cabinet  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
£ngland  did  not  possess  such  characters,  but  then 
they  had  taken  the  advice  of  the  poet, 

"  When  evil  men  bear  awmv, 
The  poet  of  honour  is  a  private  station!" 

When  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought 
forward  his  budget  this  year,  the  galleries  and 
lobbies  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  actually  con- 
verted into  a  "Stock  Exchange."  We  need  not 
offer  a  remark  upon  this  circumstance,— the  intel- 
ligent reader  will  draw  his  own  inferences  from  such 
an  exhibition.  Shortly  after  this,  the  House  pro- 
posed u  that  five  thousand  pounds  per  annum  be 
added  to  the  salary  of  Mr.  Huskissoa."  Repeated 
discussion  ensued,  but  the  proposition  was  finally 
abandoned,  and  two  thousand  pounds  only  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Huskisson  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  great 
talent;  yet , he  was  already  in  the  receipt  of  a  But 
ficient  remuneration  for  the  exercise  of  that  talent, 
as  he  then  enjoyed  two  incomes  from  the  people  t  as 
treasurer  to  the  navy,  three  thousand  pounds,  and 
as  president  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  five  thousand 
pounds,  making  together  the  annual  amount  of  eight 
thousand  pounds!  Some  people,  however,  are  not 
to  be  satisfied,  as  Mr.  Huskisson  said,  that  he  felt 
considerable  anxiety  and  hardship  arising  from  the 
union  of  the  two  offices  or  situations,  and  that,  from 
the  great  pecuniary  responsibility  attached  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  the  two  offices  were  more 
than  he  could  possibly  attend  to!     Then,"  modestly 
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added  the  president,  "  the  pay-master  is  an  officer 
fully  acquainted  with  the  details  of  business,  and 
perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  operations  necessary 
for  the  proper  and  effective  management  of  the  de- 
partment." We  do  not  doubt  the  verity  of  this  re- 
mark, or  dispute  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Huskisson 
for  one  of  the  offices ;  yet  we  cannot  help  think- 
ing it  was  a  little  slip  of  the  tongue,  when  this  gen- 
tleman said,  "  I  cannot  say  from  my  awn  knowledge 
whether,  at  this  moment,  matters  are  going  on  right 
or  wrong  in  my  office,  but  I  have  entire  confidence 
in  the  pay-master ."  This  curious  confession  of  Mr. 
Huskisson  proved  that  he  enjoyed  the  emoluments 
arising  from  a  situation,  to  the  business  of  which  he 
paid  little  or  no  attention !  Would  an  unprejudiced 
and  honest  administration  have  exercised  the  impos- 
ing means  here  set  forth?  or  would  any  real  re* 
presentatives  of  the  people  have  sanctioned  such 
mal-practices  by  their  vote  ? 

The  manufacturing  districts  unfortunately  con- 
tinued in  a  most  melancholy  and  alarming  situation 
Riots,  disorder,  and  distress,  universally  prevailed. 
To  relieve  the  people's  grievances,  however,  the 
king  returned  eight  thousand  pounds  more  of  the 
public  money  to  the  distressed  weavers  of  Spital* 
fields.  But  we  cannot  help  thinking,  that  such  an 
inadequate  sort  of  relief  Very  much  resembled  a 
bankrupt's  paying  one  farthing  in  the  pound,  and 
then  claiming  the  gratitude  of  his  ruined  creditors ! 

Let  not  our  readers  suppose  that  the  worthy  par- 
liament were  idle  this  year.     The  matter  printed  for 
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the  House  during  its  short  sitting,  from  February 
to  May,  occupied  twenty-nine  bulky  folio  volumes, 
independent  of  the  journals,  votes,  private  acts, 
and  other  matters  of  equal  importance  to  the  na- 
tion! In  this  brief  session,  also,  no  less  than 
seventy-nine  new  acts  of  parliament  were  added  to 
the  already  ponderous  and  indigestible  statute-book. 
Here  was  industry  indeed !  But,  good  reader,  in  all 
this  mass  of  business,  not  a  single  act  was  passed  for 
the  amelioration  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the 
people. 

The  health  of  the  Duke  of  York  now  began  to 
decline ;  and,  although  he  had  been  in  the  receipt 
of  such  enormous  sums  from  the  people,  he  was 
actually  destitute  of  a  home, — at  least  of  one  he 
could  call  his  own.  Here  was  a  disgraceful  circum- 
stance ! — the  heir  presumptive  to  the  throne  of 
England,  through  his  abominable  and  reckless  ex- 
travagance, obliged  to  accept  the  hospitality  of  an 
acquaintance !  An  accumulation  of  diseases,  arising 
from  excesses  of  every  kind,  soon  became  manifest, 
and  the  duke  was  at  length  declared  to  be  seriously 
indisposed.  On  the  14th  December,  he  was  pro- 
nounced, by  his  medical  attendants,  to  be  in  the 
most  imminent  danger. 

The  revenue  was  deficient  in  its  returns  from  the 
former  year,  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand) 
nine  hundred,  and  forty  pounds !  which  arose  from 
the  very  general  stagnation  of  trade  and  the  para- 
lization  of  commerce.  This  enormous  deficiency  in 
the  country's  income,  however,  had  no  effect  upon 
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the  men  in  power ;  for  the  most  wanton  expendi- 
ture was  still  kept  up,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Our  ambassadors  appeared  the  very  type  of  their 
sight-loving  and  spendthrift  master,  and  thousands 
were  swallowed  up  in  glittering  baubles  and  un- 
meaning pageantry.  At  the  time  the  "  Dandy  of 
Sixty/'  (as  the  ingenious  and  patriotic  Mr.  Hone 
usually  termed  him)  was  meditating  on  the  most 
expeditious  way  of  squandering  the  hard-earnings  of 
the  poor,  his  wicked  and  unmanly  ministers  pam- 
pered the  royal  appetite  in  all  its  childish  wishes 
and  unconstitutional  desires,  verifying  the  words  of 
Pope, 

"  Fools  grant  whatever  Ambition  craves," 

The  internal  state  of  the  country  at  the  open- 
ing of 

1827 

exhibited  the  most  lowering  prospects ;  for  when  the 
people  are  suffering  from  oppressive  enactments  and 
injurious  policy,  the  country  cannot  possibly  wear  a 
smiling  countenance.  Some  of  the  milk-sop  daily 
journals,  notwithstanding,  were  very  profuse  in 
their  complimentary  language  to  royalty,  and  an- 
nounced, as  a  matter  of  wonderful  importance,  the 
kindness  and  brotherly  affection  manifested  by  the 
king  to  the  Duke  of  York,  as  his  majesty  had  spent 
nearly  two  hours  with  his  brother  at  the  residence 
of  his  Grace  of  Rutland !  What  astonishing  kind* 
ness !  what  inexpressible  condescension  that  a  man 
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should  visit  his  own  brother  who  was  at  the  point  of 
death!  But  the  king's  condescension  did  not  put 
aside  the  visit  of  the  general  conqueror.  Death !  for 
the  Duke  of  York  expired,  at  the  mansion  of  the 
before-named  nobleman,  on  the  5th  of  January, 
being  then  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

If  we  were  to  form  our  judgment  by  the  eu- 
logiums  bestowed  on  the  character  of  the  deceased 
duke,  by  the  greater  portion  of  the  press,  he  was 
one  of  the  brightest  and  most  illustrious  ornaments 
of  society.  But  such  disgraceful  truckling  to  royalty 
and  the  "  powers  that  be"  could  only  tend  to  de- 
grade the  national  character  in  the  consideration  of 
all  well-informed  men,  who  would  observe  in  such 
unmerited  compliments  a  convincing  proof  that 
Troth  was  a  creditor,  whose  claims  were  "more 
honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance."  To 
prove  that  our  complaints  on  this  head  are  well- 
founded,  let  our  readers  look  over  the  following 
outline  of  the  royal  duke's  virtues,  which  we  copy 
from  "  Baldwin's  Annual  Register  for  the  year 
1827 :" 

"  Never  was  the  death  of  a  prince  accompanied  by 
more  sincere  and  universal  regret ;  and  seldom  have 
the  public  services  of  one  so  near  the  throne  be- 
queathed TO    THE    COUNTRY    SO    MUCH    SOLID   AND 

lasting  good,  as  resulted  from  his  long  administer 
tion  of  the  British  army.  His  private  character, 
frank,  honourabi^,  and  sincere,  was  formed  to 
conciliate  personal  attachments ;  a  personal  enemy 
he  had  never  made,  and  a  friend  once  gained,  he 
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Had  never  lost*  Failings  there  were:  he  was  im- 
provident in  pecuniary  matters ;  his  love  of  pleasure, 
though  it  observed  the  decencies,  did  not  always 
rfespect  the  moralities,  of  private  life;  and  his  errors 
in  that  respect  had  been  paraded  in  the  public  view 
by  the  labours  of  unwearying  malice,  and  shameless 
unblushing  profligacy.  But  in  the  failings  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  there  was  nothing  that  was  un- 
English,  NOTHING  THAT  WAS  UN-PRINCELY. 

"  Never  was  man  more  easy  of  access,  more  fair 
and  upright  in  his  dealings f  more  affable,  and  even 
simple,  in  his  manners.  Every  one  who  had  inter- 
course with  him  was  impressed  with  the  openness, 
sincerity,  and  kindness,  which  appeared  in  all  his 
actions ;  and  it  was  truly  said  of  him,  that  he  never 
broke  a  promise,  and  never  deserted  a  friend.  Be- 
loved by  those  who  enjoyed  the  honour  of  his  private 
intercourse,  his  administration  of  a  high  public  of- 
fice had  excited  one  universal  sentiment  of  respect 
and  esteem.  In  his  youth,  he  had  been  tried  as  a 
general  in  the  field.  The  campaigns  in  Flanders  ter- 
minated in  a  retreat ;  but  the  duke, — unexperienced 
as  he  was,  at  the  head  of  an  army  which,  abounding 
in  valour,  had  yet  much  to  learn  in  tactics,  and  com- 
pelled to  act  in  concert  with  allies  who  were  not 
always  either  unanimous  or  decided,— displayed 
many  of  the  qualities  of  an  able  general,  and  nobly 
supported  that  high  character  for  daring  and  daunt- 
less courage  which  is  the  patrimony  of  his  house. 
He  was  subsequently  raised  to  the  office  of  com- 
mander-in-chief of  all  his  majesty's  forces;  that 
office  he  held  for  upwards  of  thirty-two  years,  and 
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his  administration  of  it  did  not  merely  improve,  it 
literally  created,  an  army.  During  his  campaigns, 
he  had  felt  keenly  the  abuses  which  disgraced  its 
internal  organization,  and  rendered  its  bravery  in- 
effectual ;  he  applied  himself,  with  a  soldier's  devo- 
tion, to  the  task  of  removing  them ;  he  identified 
himself  with  the  welfare  and  the  fame  of  the  service ; 
he  possessed  great  readiness  and  clearness  of  com- 
prehension in  discovering  means,  and  great  steadiness 
and  honesty  of  purpose  in  applying  them.  By  un- 
ceasing diligence,  he  gave  to  the  common  soldier 
comfort  and  respectability ;  the  army  ceased  to  be 
considered  as  a  sort  of  pest-house  for  the  reception 
of  moral  lepers;  discipline  and  regularity  were 
exacted   with  unyielding  strictness;   the  officers 

WERE     RAISED    BY     A     GRADUAL     AND    WELL-ORDERED 

system  of  promotion,  which  gave  merit  a  chance 
of  not  being  pushed  aside  to  make  way  for  mere  ig- 
norant rank  and  wealth.  The  head  as  well  as  the 
heart  of  the  soldier  took  a  higher  pitch;  the  best 
man  in  the  field  was  the  most  welcome  at  the  Horse 
Guards;  there  was  no  longer  even  a  suspicion  that 
unjust  partiality  disposed  of  commissions,  or  that  pecu- 
lation teas  allowed  to  fatten  upon  the  spoils  of  the  men  ; 
the  officer  knew  that  one  path  was  open  to  all,  and 
the  private  felt  that  his  recompense  was  secure.'9 

In  a  similar  strain,  the  writer  continues  at  a  far 
greater  length  than  our  patience  will  allow  us  to 
quote.  What  man  of  understanding  but  must  have 
felt  disgusted  at  such  a  fulsome  panegyric,   which 
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has  not  so  orach  as  a  word  of  truth  to  recommend 
it !  We  despise  the  historian  who  sacrifices  his  in- 
tegrity  by  an  attempt  to  mislead  posterity  in  this 
manner.  It  will,  however,  prove  but  an  attempt ; 
for  will  posterity  overlook  the  general  iniquitous 
and  abandoned  conduct  of  the  royal  libertine,  both 
abroad  and  at  home? — his  cowardice  and  want  of 
skill  in  the  field? — his  tergiversation  to  his  ere* 
ditors? — his  infamous  conduct  with  regard  to  cer- 
tain foreign  bondholders? — his  notorious  practices 
as  a  seducer  ?— his  gross  and  unpardonable  derelic- 
tion of  duty  at  the  Horse  Guards  ? — his  refusal  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  soldiers  at  the 
Manchester  massacre? — his  shameful  acceptance  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  a  year  of  the  public  money, 
for  only  calling  upon  his  dying  father  twice  a  week, 
whiqh  Earl  Grey  pronounced  to  be  "  an  insult  to 
the  people  to  ask  it?" — his  receiving  this  sum,  and 
his  going  down  to  Windsor  with  a  bible  in  his  car- 
riage, on  pretence  of  visiting  his  royal  father  after  he 
had  ceased  to  exist  ? — or  his  bigotted,  ridiculous,  and 
futile  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics? 
Will  posterity,  we  repeat,  forget  to  canvass  all  this, 
and  much  more,  of  which  the  Duke  of  York  was 
notoriously  guilty  ? 

If  we  pass  over  the  meanness  of  the  royal  duke  in 
accepting  payment  for  visiting  his  own  father,  we 
are  naturally  led  to  inquire  why  this  money  was  paid 
from  the  public  purse,  when  the  king  was  allowed 
sixty  thousand  pounds  per  annum  for  his  private  de- 
mands ?    Could  thi%  fund  have  been  better  applied 
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than  for  the  use  of  him  for  whom  it  was  voted?    If, 
therefore,  it  was  considered  necessary  to  pay  a  soil 
for  visiting  his  father,  surely  such  money  ought  to 
have  been  applied  for  the  purpose.     Was  it  justifi- 
able, in  times  of  universal  suffering  and  distress,  to 
raise  from  an  over-taxed  and  over-burthened  people 
such  a  sum  unnecessarily,  when  there  were  funds  from 
which  it  might  have  been  taken, — funds  which  must 
else  be  diverted  from  the  purpose  of  their  creation, 
and  pass  into  hands  for  whom  they  were  not  in- 
tended ?    Was  it  not  an  insult  to  the  sense  of  the 
nation  to  debate  about  what  might  be  the  feelings  of 
the  sovereign,  if  he  should  recover  from  the  gloomy 
condition  into  which  he  was  plunged  by  the  afflict- 
ing hand  of  providence,  and  find  his  money  had 
been  so  appropriated  ?  Would  not  his  majesty's  feel- 
ings have  been  more  hurt,  in  such  an  event,  by  his 
knowing  that  a  reward  was  necessary  to  induce  a  son 
to  take  care  of  his  father  ?    Was  there  no  delight  in 
filial  affection  ?    Was  not  the  sense  of  duty  powerful 
enough  ?    Was  there  no  beauty  in  the  common  cha- 
rities of  our  nature  ?    No  loveliness  in  gratitude  ? 
Were  the  claims  of  veneration  cold  ? — the  warmth  of 
regard  frozen  ?    With  respect  to  the  country,  it  pre- 
sented a  serious  aspect.     Admitting  that  his  royal 
highness,  in  the  discharge  of  his  office,  must  attend 
twenty  times  a-year  at  Windsor,  then  he  would  be  paid 
five  hundred  pounds  a  time  for  such  attendance :  a 
single  journey  would  discharge  the  wages  of  a  thou- 
sand labourers  for  a  week,  and  the  annual  salary 
satisfy  twenty  thousand  for  the  same  period.    Would 
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it  not  have  been  more  beneficial  to  the  state,  more 
conducive   to    the  happiness  of  society,   to  have 
expended  the  ten  thousand  pounds  in  some  honour- 
able employment,  in  the  erection  of  some  work  of 
art,   that  would  have  called  hundreds  into  action, 
who  were  steeped  up  to  the  neck  in  penury,  and 
worn  down  to  the  earth  by  wretchedness,   than  in 
forming  a  salary  for  the  royal  duke  for  doing  that 
which  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  perform  ?     But 
even   this   view   does  not  put  the  question  in  its 
broadest  light.    The  sixty  thousand  pounds  set  apart 
as  the  annual  privy  purse    of  the  king  was  now 
useless  to  his  majesty,  for  he  could  no  longer  recog- 
nize his  property,  direct  its  disposal,  or  enjoy  it.    In 
feet,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
guardianship,   his  father  was  a  corpse!    On  what 
ground,  on  what  pretence,  then,  could  this  wicked 
grant  be  continued,  as  well  as  the  accumulation  of 
the  sixty  thousand  pounds  a  year,  for  the  service  of 
one  who  no  longer  needed  either  ?    Why,  only  for 
the  purpose  of  feeding  the  inordinate  profligacy  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  and  for  the  gratification  of  the 
regent's  malice  against  his  innocent,  though  calum- 
niated, wife!     What,   also,    will  posterity  think  of 
Lord  Castlereagh's  conduct  on  this  occasion,  who 
proposed  the  disgusting  grant  to  parliament  ?     He 
stigmatized  as  infamous  the  refusal  to  grant  from  the 
public  purse  that  which  the   public  ought  not  to 
pay;  thus  boldly  classing  virtue  with  crime, — pour- 
tray  \ng  prodigality  to  be  right,— disguising  corruption 
under  the  mask  of  honour, — and  attempting  to  cast 
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the  dark  shade  of  infamy  over  those  few  who  were 
honest  enough  to  oppose  measures,  which  justice 
disapproved,  and  good  policy  condemned.  By  re- 
ducing such  cases  down  to  the  level  of  common 
life,  we  the  better  discover  their  injustice  and  unfold 
their  rapacity.  If  the  constable  of  a  village  pos- 
sessed of  a  rental,  arising  from  a  parochial  allowance 
for  his  services  more  than  adequate  to  supply  his 
wants,  were  deprived  of  reason,  and  rendered  unfit 
for  his  office,  and  if  one  of  his  sons  were  to  declare 
that  he  would  not  superintend  the  care  of  his  infirm 
and  aged  father,  unless  he  was  allowed  a  salary  for 
performing  his  duty,  what  would  be  thought  of  such 
a  son  ?  But  if  this  son  averred  that  he  would  not 
take  this  salary  from  his  father's  allowance,  but  would 
demand  it  from  the  parish,  how  severe  would  be  the 
censure  that  would  follow  his  footsteps,  and  im- 
print itself  on  his  name !  However  difficult  it  may 
be  found  to  believe,  it  is  nevertheless  a  fact,  that 
the  Duke  of  York  would  only  receive  the  said  ten 
thousand  pounds  a  year  from  the  public,  and  refused 
to  take  it  from  the  privy  purse  of  his  father.  But 
this  privy  purse  being  already  drained  by  his  royal 
elder  brother,  he  had  not  the  opportunity  of  taking 
it  from  that  source!  Ought  the  country  to  have 
been  thus  trifled  with  and  plundered,  when  it  was 
writhing  under  general  distress  and  an  immense 
load  of  taxation, — taxation  produced  by  bestow- 
ing unmerited  pensions  and  unnecessary  salaries? 
But  ministers  imagined,  that  when  their  country- 
men    became    impoverished,    their    spirits   would 
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get  depressed,  and  their  liberties  fall  an  easier 
prey  to  their  pecuniary  plunderers.  But  why 
were  not  bolder  exertions  made  to  defeat  this  grant 
by  those  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  talking  loudly  of  their  patriot- 
ism? Why  was  not  the  unblushing  audacity  of 
ministers  and  their  time-serving  tools  put  to  the  test? 
Why  were  they  not  told  that,  among  all  the  distress- 
ing periods  of  our  history,  not  one  could  be  men- 
tioned in  which  the  people  were  less  able  to  sustain 
any  additional  burthens, — not  one  in  which  it  would 
have  been  more  indecorous,  disgraceful,  and  unfeel- 
ing than  at  that  juncture  ?  Why  did  they  not  repre- 
sent how  much  better  it  were  that  a  son  should  pay 
to  his  father  the  attentions  dictated  by  nature, 
without  fee  or  reward,  than  that,  oppressed  as  the 
community  already  was  with  the  failure  of  trade  and 
the  expenses  of  government,  another  shilling  of 
taxation  should  be  added  to  their  burthens  ?  Whv 
did  they  not  ask  the  Treasury  Bench  with  what  face 
it  could  talk  of  retrenchment  and  economy,  while 
it  augmented  the  weight  by  which  the  country  was 
borne  down  ?  When  we  reflect  on  the  scandalous 
meanness  that  turned  so  many  poor  clerks  adrift, 
while  it  kept  safely  floating  in  the  harbour  of  ease 
and  plenty,  men  who  were  doing  so  little  lor  the 
public  service, — when  we  consider  this,  and  add  to 
it  the  circumstance  of  the  Duke  of  York's  un- 
conscionable grant, — when  we  place  together  the 
wretchedness  of  the  ministry's  savings,  and  the 
enormity  of  their  waste,— our  indignation  rises  at  the 
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injustice.  We  feel  that  we  are  Britons;  for  we 
feel  that  we  detest  such  oppression  and  oppressors. 
Our  hearts  are  held  to  the  patriotic  minority  by  a 
spontaneous  and  involuntary  attachment,  as  sure  and 
lasting  as  our  hatred  and  disdain  of  that  portion  of 
parliament,  whose  only  object  in  obtaining  their  seats, 
and  only  business  in  exercising  their  privileges,  was 
to  serve  the  interest  of  the  ministry  at  the  expense 
of  the  people,  and  to  promote  and  help  to  per- 
petuate the  mystery  and  the  humiliation,  the  im- 
poverishment and  the  slavery,  it  was  their  especial 
duty  to  prevent  or  diminish. 

Of  his  royal  highness9  profligacy  and  neglect  of 
duty,  enough  was  proved  in  the  exposures  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  to  satisfy  the  most  scrupulous  of  their  enor- 
mity. Of  his  utter  recklessness  of  every  honourable 
principle  and  disregard  of  virtue,  many  families, 
whose  peace  he  was  the  cause  of  ruining,  yet  live 
to  bear  their  afflicting  testimony.  Of  his  imbecility 
and  cowardness  in  the  field  of  battle,  we  need  only 
mention  his  disastrous  and  disgraceful  campaign  in 
Holland,  to  call  forth  the  indignation  and  contempt 
of  every  honest  man,  who  must  also  feel  shocked  at 
the  number  of  lives  sacrificed  to  his  royal  highness* 
headstrong  obstinacy.  Of  his  achievements,  par- 
ticularly after  his  return  from  Germany,  we  believe 
they  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  parade  in  St  James9 
park,  and  to  the  Tennis  Court  in  James-street,  with 
pretty  frequent  relaxation  amongst  the  nymphs  of 
Berkely-row.  Nevertheless,  his  royal  parents  early 
pronounced  him  the  "  Hope  of  the  Family;*1  and 
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once,  in  an  hour  of  festivity,  when  this  prince  was 
so  intoxicated  as  to  fall  senseless  under  the  table, 
his  elegant  and  accomplished  elder  brother,  with  his 
glass  in  hand,  standing  over  the  fallen  soldier,  per- 
formed the  ceremony  of  baptism,  triumphantly  and 
sarcastically  exclaiming, 

"HERE  LIES  THE   HOPE   OF   THE  FAMILY!" 

Of  his  ridiculous  and  futile  opposition  to  the 
Catholics,  after  times  have  given  abundant  proof. 
And  of  his  getting  into  debt  without  the  means  of 
paying  is  a  deplorable  fact,  to  which  his  ruined  ere* 
ditors  are  even  now  (in  1832)  freely  testifying! 
Would  it  not  have  been  thought  treason  had  they 
suspected  that  the  king's  son, — the  prince  who, 
according  to  the  writer  in  the  Annual  Register, 
"  never  broke  a  promise,'9  "  whose  failings  bad 
nothing  in  them  un-English  or  un-princely,"  and 
"  tf  ho  was  fair  and  upright  in  his  dealings," — would 
have  treated  them  as  a  common  swindler,  by  getting 
their  forbearance  during  his  life,  and  dying  without 
discharging  his  obligations  ?  It  is  true  that  the  duke 
left  some  property,  which  he  consigned  to  his  bro- 
ther, the  king,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  his 
debts.  We  also  know  that  the  king  promised  to  do 
so,  and  to  supply  any  deficiency  that  might  arise; 
but  with  what  fidelity  it  was  kept,  the  world  is 
pretty  well  aware.  The  extortionate  demands  of  a 
mercenary  mistress  were  stronger  in  the  eyes  of 
George  the  Fourth  than  a  solemn  engagement  made 
to  a  brother  on  his  death-bed  ! 
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Though  the  executors  of  the  late  duke  declared 
that  his  freehold  and  leasehold  estates  were  mort- 
gaged beyond  their  intrinsic  value,  nothing  satisfac- 
tory was  said  about  the  jewels  of  his  royal  highness, 
which  were  valued  a  very  few  days  after  his  death, 
and  were  calculated  as  being  worth  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds.    These  jewels,  we  are  aware, 
were  carried  down  to  Windsor  by  desire  of  his  ma- 
jesty, but  how  they  were  disposed  of  remains  to  be 
explained.    It  was  known  that  a  large  portion  of 
these  valuables   had  belonged  to  the  Duchess  of 
York  in   her   lifetime,   and   as  some   legacies  be- 
queathed by  her  royal  highness  at  her  demise  have 
been  pud  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  it  is  in- 
ferred that  the  jewels  have  been,   in  some  way  or 
other,   made  available  for  that  purpose.     The  le- 
gality of  the  application  of  any  part  of  the  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  duke  to  purposes  in  which  the  interests 
of  the  creditors  at  large  have  not  been  consulted  is, 
however,  very  questionable.  Some  part  of  the  duke's 
property  was  bequeathed  to  his  sister  Sophia;   but 
how  far  such  a  bequest  was  consistent  in  a  man 
overwhelmed  in  debt,  or  how  any  honourable  wo- 
man could  accept  from  a  brother  that  which  was  not 
his  to  give,  is  a  matter  totally  irreconcileable  with 
our  notions  of  justice  and  fair  dealing.  One  of  these 
said  jewels  was  also  bestowed  on  the  king's  mis- 
tress, which,  whenever  and  wherever  it  is  recognized, 
cannot  possibly  add  any  lustre  to  her  corpulent 
charms. 

The  Duke  of  York  was  elected  Bishop  of  Osna- 
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burgh  when  only  eleven  months  old ;  but  we  leave 
the  reader  to  judge  how  capable  a  child  of  this  age 
was  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  bishop !  Here,  indeed, 
was  a  wanton  disgrace  inflicted  on  religion  and 
the  Established  Church  of  England!  If  money  had 
been  wanted  to  purchase  toys  for  this  baby  prince, 
could  it  not  have  been  supplied  from  some  more 
creditable  source?  We  are  here  naturally  led  to 
inquire,  who  was  the  former  Bishop  of  Osnaburgh  ? 
If  this  question  should  lead  to  inquiry  among  the 
friends  of  Truth  and  Justice,  it  may  possibly  be 
productive  of  much  good  to  a  certain  injured  and 

PERSECUTED   INDIVIDUAL. 

Among  the  high  church  and  high  tory  characters, 
his  royal  highness  was  held  in  much  esteem  for  his 
piety  !  They  boasted  of  his  always  travelling  with 
a  bible  in  one  pocket  of  his  carriage  and  a  prayer- 
book  in  the  other,  but  we  know  that  the  last  journey 
he  took,  thus  equipped,  was  on  a  Sunday,  in  order 
to  make  some  bets  on  a  race-course  for  the  ensu- 
ing day ! 

In  contemplating  the  enormous  means  possessed 
by  his  royal  highness,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  his  dying  so  deeply  in  debt.  We  find  him  en- 
joying out  of  the  taxes  an  annuity  of  twenty-six 
thousand  pounds,  a  pension  of  seven  thousand 
pounds,  and  an  annuity  of  twelve  thousand  pound* 
sponged  from  the  poor  people  of  Hanover.  Not- 
withstanding this  income  of  forty-five  thousand 
pounds  a-year,  and  his  immense  receipts  as  com* 
mandcr. in-chief,  colonel  of  regiments,  &c.  &c,  such 
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an  embarrassed,  pauper-like  state  of  existence  has 
seldom  been  exposed, — head  and  ears  in  debt,  and 
himself  dying  in  another  man's  house,  without  a 
roof  of  his  own  to  cover  his  shame!  At  his  principal 
banker's,  he  had  but  a  balance  of  forty-four  pounds, 
fifteen  shillings,  and  a  penny,  at  his  death.  Like  the 
old  story  of  the  many  items  of  sack  to  one  item  of 
bread,  we  find  that  his  royal  highness*  horses  were 
more  valuable  than  his  books.  But  one  of  his  dis- 
graceful transactions  more  deeply  concerns  the 
public : — the  scandalous  grant  of  public  land  for  a 
rent  never  paid,  and  an  advance  of  forty-seven 
thousand  pounds  of  the  public  money,  by  way  of 
accommodation,  upon  a  mortgage  of  land  which 
already  belonged  to  the  people.  Common  honesty 
required  that  the  late  Tory  ministers,  in  leasing 
public  land  to  the  duke,  should  exact  its  fair  value  *, 
but,  so  far  from  it,  the  duke  obtained  an  immediate 
advance  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  eventually 
of  forty-seven  thousand  pounds,  upon  his  lease. 
Never  was  there  a  more  flagrant  exposure  of  the  in- 
solent impunity  with  which  Tory  ministers  betrayed 
the  public  interests.  It  was  the  duty,  the  sworn 
duty,  of  the  Tory  commissioners  of  woods  and  fo* 
rests,  to  let  the  public  land  upon  the  best  terms. 
Instead  of  which,  they  not  only  granted  a  lease  to  a 
notorious  insolvent,  a  man  who  for  very  many  years 
had  never  paid  his  way, — a  man  so  involved  that 
sheriff's  officers  followed  his  carriage  and  seized  it 
directly  he  got  out  of  it,— but  they  granted  this  man 
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a  lease  so  much  under  its  vakije  that  he  immediately 
got  thirty  thousand  pounds  advanced  upon  it.  In 
other  terms,  the  public  were  defrauded  of  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds ;  but  this  is  purity  compared  to  what 
follows.  These  Tory  ministers  advance  forty-seven 
thousand  pounds  of  the  public  money  to  the  duke, 
knowing  that  he  is  insolvent  and  cannot  pay  the 
interest.  Their  mode  of  securing  the  principal  is 
still  more  nefarious.  Instead  of  pursuing  the  usual 
course  of  business,  when  ground  landlords  advance 
money  to  tenants  covering  their  estates  on  building 
leases,  they  paid  the  money,  not  to  those  who  built 
on  the  land,  or  not  by  instalments  exactly  as  the 
land  was  covered,  but  to  the  duke,  v>ho  got  people 
to  build  for  him  on  credit,  and  never  paid  them. 
The  crown,  of  course,  seized  for  its  claims  of  rent 
and  loan,  and,  possessing  itself  of  the  property  of 
the  duke's  creditors,  the  builders,  left  them  the  vic- 
tims of  their  misplaced  confidence  in  the  royal 
honour, — of  a  man  who  once  thought  that  his  mere 
word  "  on  the  honour  of  a  prince  "  was  sufficient  to 
paralyze  the  House  of  Commons  in  their  inquiries 
into  his  malversation  of  office.  Such  a  playing  into 
the  hands  of  the  duke,  whilst  he  was  defrauding  the 
confiding  tradesmen  and  workmen,  is  monstrous. 
We  ask  a  question,  Were  not  sums  of  money  clan- 
destinely paid  to  the  duke,  and  smuggled  into  the 
accounts  of  the  Army  Pay-office,  and  did  not,  on 
one  occasion,  one  of  the  sworn  commissioners,  in  ex* 
amining  and  passing  the  accounts  of  the  paymaster- 


167 

general,  publicly  declare,  that  the  ministers  who  had 
signed  the  warrant  for  this  illegal  payment  to  the 
duke, — a  payment  without  any  vote  of  parliament,— » 
deserved  to  be  impeached  ? 

From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be  seen  why 
the  late  Tory  administration  so  resolutely  resisted 
all  attempts  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  ob- 
tain an  annual  statement  of  the  land-revenue  depart- 
ment. The  grant  to  the  duke  of  a  lease  for  sixty 
years  of  valuable  mines  in  Nova  Scotia,  also  appears 
to  be  a  job  infamous  beyond  any  recent  precedent. 
The  public  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
private  debts  of  this  weak,  bad  man ;  and  it  should 
rest  with  the  royal  family  whether  they  suffer  the 
duke  to  go  to  his  account,  with  all  his  imperfec- 
tions on  his  head,  as  an  insolvent,  defrauding  his 


When  the  disreputable  life  of  the  duke  is  taken 
into  consideration,  what  an  insult  was  offered  to  the 
understandings  of  an  informed  people,  at  the  com- 
mand issued  for  all  persons  to  robe  themselves  in 
garments  of  decent  mourning,  upon  the  demise  of 
this  son  of  Mars  and  Venus !  The  country,  indeed, 
had  more  cause  for  rejoicing  than  mourning;  as 
they  had  lost  an  enemy  to  every  thing  liberal  and 
beneficial.  "  What!"  said  the  inquiring  citizen, 
"  am  I  to  put  on  the  garb  of  sorrow  when  I  have 
no  cause  to  mourn  ?  What  was  the  Duke  of  York 
to  me,  or  to  my  family  ?  Nothing  less  than  an  in- 
truder upon  our  scanty  means,  and  yet  we  are  com- 
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manded,  as  good  citizens  and  loyal  subjects,  to  put 
ourselves  and  families  into  decent  mourning?"  But 
such  was  the  order  issued  from  the  office  of  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  and  it  was  certainly  complied 
with  by  all  those  who  depended  upon  the  favour 
of  the  court,  and  by  persons  who  wished  to  be 
thought— -fashiona ble!  Happy,  however,  are  we  to 
know,  that  the  sensible  and  independent  portion  of 
the  nation  viewed  such  an  absurd  order  with  the 
contempt  it  merited.  Had  the  duke  been  a  private 
gentleman,  he  would  have  had  the  exact  portion  of 
tears  shed  to  his  memory  as  he  deserved, — would 
have  been  buried  and  forgotten,  except  by  his  cre- 
ditors, who  would  scarcely  have  waited  till  the  turf 
had  covered  him,  before  his  house  and  effects  would 
have  been  sold,  his  family  turned  into  the  street, 
and  every  one  paid  as  much  in  the  pound  as  his  pro* 
perty  would  have  allowed.  But  the  adored  of  Mrs. 
Clarke,  being  the  son  of  a  king,  no  such  insult  was 
offered  to  his  manes.  His  disappointed  creditors 
were  left  nothing  but  promises  for  the  articles  with 
which  he  had  been  so  lavishly  supplied ;  and  some 
of  these  broken-hearted  men,  we  can  attest  from 
personal  knowledge,  were  afterwards  reduced  to  the 
greatest  possible  distress,  while  others  have  closed 
their  miserable  days  in  a  parish  work-house,-* 
martyrs  to  the  broken  faith  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Duke  of  York,  of  whom  Sir  Walter  Scott  im- 
piously said,  in  the  language  of  Scripture  "  There 
has  fallen  this  day  in  our  Israel,  a  prince,  and  a 
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great  man !"   How  forcibly  the  language  of  Shake- 
speare applies  here : 

9<  The  devil  can  cite  Scripture  for  bis  purpose. 
An  eril  soul,  producing  boly  witness, 
Is  like  a  villain  with  a  smiling  cheek,— 
A  goodly  apple  rotten  at  th-  heart; 
O,  what  a  goodly  ootside  falsehood  hath  !'* 

Indeed,  the  whole  panegyric  which  follows  the 
quotation  from  Scripture  is  of  that  description  which 
is  sure  to  raise  for  its  author  a  monument,  whereon 
will  be  engraved,  "  Grovelling  servility  to  royalty, 
and  a  mean  sacrifice  of  public  duty  at  the  altar  of 
private  friendship."  The  following  brief  extract 
will  be  sufficient  to  establish  the  justness  of  our 
censure : 

"  The  religion  of  the  Duke  of  York  was  sincere. 
His  family  affections  were  strong,  and  the  public 
cannot  have  forgotten  the  pious  tenderness  with 
which  he  discharged  the  duty  of  watching  the  last 
days  of  his  royal  father.  No  pleasure,  no  business, 
was  ever  known  to  interrupt  his  regular  visits  to 
Windsor,  where  his  unhappy  parent  could  neither 
be  grateful  for,  nor  even  be  sensible  of,  his  unre- 
mitted attentions. (!!!)  His  royal  highness  prepared 
the  most  splendid  victories  our  annals  boast,  by  an 
unceasing  attention  to  the  character  and  talents  of 
the  officers,  and  the  comforts  and  health  of  the  men. 
Terms  of  service  were  fixed  for  every  rank,  and 
neither  influence  nor  money  was  permitted  to  force 
any  individual    forward. (!!!)      It  has  never  been 
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disputed  (?)  that,  in  the  fields  his  royal  highness 
played  intelligence,  (!)  military  skill,  (!!)  and 
his  family  attribute,  the  most  unalterable  cou- 
rage. (!!!)  If  a  tradesman,  whose  bill  was  unpaid 
by  an  officer,  thought  proper  to  apply  to  the  Horse 
Guards,  the  debtor  received  a  letter  from  head- 
quarters, requiring  to  know  if  there  existed  any 
objections  to  the  account,  and  failing  in  rendering  a 
satisfactory  answer,  he  was  put  on  stoppages  until 
the  creditor's  demand  was  satisfied.  Repeated  ap- 
plications of  this  kind  might  endanger  the  officer's 
commission,  which  was  then  sold  for  the  payment  of 
his  creditors." 

While  Sir  Walter  enlarges  upon  the  duke's  vnt- 
tues,  (virtues,  indeed!)  in  a  similar  strain  to  the 
above,  he  uses  the  most  palliative  language  to  gloss 
,  over  his  notorious  vices.  Not  a  syllable  does  he  say 
about  his  royal  highness9  own  creditors  bring 
left  unpaid,  nor  does  he  advocate  the  propriety, 
that  the  commander-in-chief  ought  to  have  been 
"  put  on  stoppages  until  his  numerous  creditors 
were  satisfied,"  or  that  the  several  commissions  he 
held  in  the  British  army  should  have  been  "  sold  for 
the  payment  of  his  creditors !"  In  eulogizing  the 
"  military  skill,  intelligence,  and  unalterable  courage 
of  his  royal  highness,"  all  allusion  to  the  duke's  pre- 
cipitate  fight  from  Lisle  is  carefully  omitted,  and 
that  Houchard,  the  governor  of  that  fortress,  lost  his 
head  for  not  driving  him  into  the  sea,  which  it  was 
proved  he  might  easily   have  done,  through  the 
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duke's  obstinacy  and  want  of  military  skill!!!  Are 
the  very  clear  statements  and  unshaken  evidence  of 
Mrs.  Clarke  also  to  be  set  at  nought,  because  a  small 
majority  of  the  most  venal  House  of  Commons  of 
any  in  our  history  thought  proper  to  acquit  his  royal 
highness  from  her  charges  ?  Was  not  every  honour- 
able man  in  England  convinced  of  their  verity? 
And  did  not  universal  execration  compel  the  com- 
mander-in-chief to  resign,  in  defiance  of  that  con* 
temptible  and  loathed  majority?  Yet  all  these 
well-known  facts  are  so  smoothed  down  by  mis- 
representation and  shuffling  excuses,  that  his  royal 
highness  is  actually  made  to  appear  a  martyr  to 
popular  opinion  ! ! !  When  speaking  of  the  duke's 
"  pious  attentions"  to  his  royal  father,  the  "  cele- 
brated novel-writer9*  says  not  a  syllable  about  the 
infamy  of  receiving  ten  thousand  pounds  a-year  for 
such  unnecessary  services, — unnecessary,  because, 
at  their  commencement,  they  were  only  formally  be- 
stowed for  the  sake  of  gain,  and  not  through  a  sense 
of  filial  duty ;  and,  for  a  greater  part  of  the  period, 
they  were  less  necessary,  for  forms  could  be  of  no 
use  to  a  dead  monarch  ! 

We  entertain  the  highest  possible  opinion  of  Sir 
Walter  Scotf  s  literary  talents,  which  makes  us  the 
more  regret  that  so  fair  a  fame  should  be  clouded  by 
this  incontestable  proof  of  his  want  of  principle  and 
his  total  disregard  of  historical  verity.  We  do  not 
wish  to  quarrel  with  the  talented  knight's  politics 
or  his  gratitude  to  George  the  Fourth  for  bestowing 
on  him  a  title,  which  adds  little  to  the  character  of 
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any  man  of  sterling  worth,  and  nothing  to  him  who 
was  before  a  stranger  to  virtuous  principles ;  but 
we  do  not  like  to  see  the  historian's  glorious  shield — 
truth — broken  in  pieces  by  bespattering  a  public 
defaulter  with  praises,  when  such  a  man  deserved 
nothing  but  the  contempt  and  detestation  of  all  who 
regard  upright  dealings.  Let  not  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
then,  thus  attempt  to  mislead  the  people  of  Eng- 
land in  the  character  of  their  princes,  by  palliating 
their  public  abuses,  and  varnishing  their  private  mis- 
conduct ;  nor  let  him  disseminate  doctrines  unnatu- 
ral, nonsensical,  and  injurious  to  the  rights  of  human 
nature.  History  is  materially  injured  when  the  waters 
of  truth  are  corrupted  by  infusing  into  their  chan- 
nel the  flatterer's  poison.  Such  a  vile  cause  cannot 
be  maintained  without  having  recourse  to  falsehood, 
and  the  cowardly  concealment  of  conscious  malver- 
sation. Honest  purposes  love  the  light  of  truth  ; 
and  the  friends  of  liberty  and  man  become  justly 
alarmed  whenever  they  see  the  press  disgraced  by 
its  perversion.  We  are  well  aware  that  the  Tories 
were  lavish  in  their  rewards  to  obsequious  political 
writers,  and  that  needy,  unprincipled,  and  aspiring 
persons,  to  receive  the  infection,  were  always  at 
hand.  But  can  any  man  be  really  great  and  honour- 
able, can  he  be  a  patriot  or  a  philanthropist,  can 
he  be  a  zealous  and  sincere  friend  to  law,  order,  and 
religion,  who  thus  hesitates  not  to  break  down  all 
the  fences  of  honour,  truth,  and  integrity  ?  Did  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  when  he  penned  the  character  of  the 
late  Duke  of  York,  mean  to  proclaim  to  the  world 
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that  vice  is  virtue,  guilt  is  innocence,  cowardice  is 
bravery,  swindling  is  correct  dealing? — or  that  con- 
science is  but  a  name,   and   honour  a  phantom? 
Since  the  art  of  printing  was  invented, — since  the 
era  when  Ignorance  and  Superstition  were  first  driven 
before  the  light  of  Reason,  exhibited  in  the  circula- 
tion of  a  free  press, — we  unhesitatingly  affirm  there 
has  never  been  published  an  eulogium  so  totally  at 
variance  with  fact  as  that  written  by  the  author  of 
w  Waverly "  on  his  royal  highness  of  York.    In  sober 
reason  and  in  the  language  of  common   sense,  we 
would  calmly  appeal  to  the  dispassionate  reflection 
of  every  thinking  Englishman,  whether  such  a  pros- 
titution of  truth  and  genius  is  becoming  the  proud 
fame  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  ?    The  power  of  such  a 
celebrated  writer  over  general  opinion  is  too  con- 
siderable not  to  deeply  deplore  the  certainty  of  his 
misguiding  some  portion  of  the  public  by  the  ap- 
parent sincerity  of  his  mis-placed  eulogium,  and  by 
his  neglecting  to  lead  his  readers  to  a  path  of  just 
thinking.     Scorning  alike  the  meanness  of  flattery 
and  the  crime  of  delusion,  we  have  not  hesitated 
to  deliver  our  unbiassed  sentiments  on  the  character 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  (which  are  certainly  more  in 
accordance  with  facts)  with  that  freedom  to  which 
we  deem   the  historian   to  be  justly  entitled.     We 
have  not  allowed  the  example  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  to 
interfere  with  our  fixed  purpose, — that  of  "  award- 
ing  HONOUR   ONLY   WHERE   HONOUR   IS   DUE1." 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection  that  so  little  protec- 
tion or  encouragement  sho  lid  have  been  afforded  to 
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writers  of  strict  independence  and  integrity,  more 
particularly  about  the  period  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
death,  when  Toryism  was  flourishing  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  its  glory  and  its  power.     The  former  pa- 
triotic spirit  of  literary  men  had  almost  disappeared 
before  ministerial  bribery ;  and  to  write  with  that 
honesty  and  boldness  of  purpose  which  Junius  wrote 
was  a  matter  of  rare  occurrence}  and  when  any 
author  did  venture  to  imitate  that  great  benefactor 
of  mankind,  his  temerity  was  sure  to  call  down  the 
vengeance  of  the  powerful,   and,    too  frequently, 
without  awakening  the  sympathy  of  the  public.   Had 
those  noble  authors,  who  once  defended  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  truth,  been  living  at  this  period, 
how  would  they  have  despised  such  instances  of  the 
degradation  of  talent  as   those   we   have  quoted! 
Could  they,  for  a  moment,  have  risen  from  their 
graves,  what  would  have  been  their  astonishment  at 
such  a  perversion  of  the  blessings  of  the  press  ?     In 
a  country  professing  to  be  free,   and  boasting  of 
its  rights  and  privileges,  it  was  surely  natural  to 
expect,  that  he  who  advocated  its  best  and  dearest 
interests   would   be  certain  of  its  ardent  support; 
that  whoever  devoted  his  time  and  talent  to  the 
exposition  of  public  abuses  would  be  an  object  of 
general  esteem,   and  enjoy  the  protection  of  the 
people,  at  least,  if  not  of  the  government.    But  such 
was   seldom  the  case ;  and  hence   but  too  many 
writers    resigned   their  probity,    and   betrayed  the 
public,    by    making   ministerial    delinquencies  ap- 
pear as  good  government,  and  royal  vices  as  ele- 
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gaant  pastimes  and  gentlemanly  exploits!  Most  of 
the  daily  and  other  periodical  publications  were  in 
the  pay  of  government,  and  they  scrupled  not  to 
deny  the  most  glaring  truths,  if,  by  so  doing,  they 
could  please  their  patrons. 

We  deeply  regret  that  so  many  could  be  found  to 
wage  war  against  the  sound  principles  of  the  En- 
glish constitution,    and  so  few  that  invariably  ad- 
hered   to   the  cause  of  liberty  and  justice.    That 
writer,    who  is  prompted  by  the  pure  love  of  his 
country's  weal,  and  acknowledging  no  party,  seeks 
no  adherents  but  those  who  are  friends  to  her  sa- 
cred cause,    will  look  back  upon  such  a  debased 
state  of  the  press  with  mingled  feelings  of  indigna- 
tion and  pity.     Be  it  ever  remembered,  that  the  ge- 
neral corruption  of  that  powerful  engine  is  always 
first  aimed  at  by  a  minister  who  intends  the  slavery 
of  the  people.     Had  public  writers  but  maintained 
one    grand  universal  adherence  to    the  broad  and 
general  light  of  truth,    the  people  of  England 
would  never  have  been  burthened  by  such  men  as 
Liverpool,  Londonderry,  and  Sidmouth ;  nor  would 
they  have  had  to  endure   their  present  immense 
load  of  taxation.    Whenever  the  people  are  properly 
united,  and  headed  by  an  honest  press,  not  all  the 
standing  armies  of  their  enemies  will  prevent  them 
from  obtaining  their  constitutional  rights.   But  when 
the  people  stand  apart  from  each  other,  and  when 
ministers  can  obtain  the  services  of  venal  writers,  the 
star  of  liberty  grows  dim,  and  patriotism  becomes 
dangerous  and  obsolete. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  prevented  from  taking 
his  seat  at  the  head  of  the  government  at  this  period, 
by  a  sudden  attack  of  paralysis.  His  cabinet  were 
consequently  thrown  into  great  disorder  and  conten. 
tion.  The  united  influence  of  Lord  Eldon,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  and  Mr.  Peel,  however, 
proved  inefficient  to  prevent  the  choice  of  prime 
minister  falling  on  Mr*  Canning.  Many  discus- 
sions arose  upon  this  change  of  administration,  and 
the  frequent  quarrels  in  the  cabinet  were  of  a  nature 
not  very  reputable  to  the  members  composing  it 
Within  forty-eight  hours  after  Mr.  Canning  had  re- 
ceived his  majesty's  commands  to  form  a  ministry, 
no  less  than  seven  of  the  former  leading  members 
resigned  office,  through  vexation  and  jealousy  at  his 
appointment.  The  inconsistent  Lord  Bexley,  how- 
ever, considered  that  second  thoughts  were  best,  and 
retracted  his  resignation.  Sir  John  Copley  was  cre- 
ated Baron  Lyndhurst,  and  appointed  Lord  High 
Chancellor,  upon  the  resignation  of  the  Tor)' 
veteran  Lord  Eldon,  who,  though  he  had  for  so 
many  years  been  amassing  enormous  wealth,  was 
now  mean  enough  to  be  an  idle  pauper  upon  the 
resources  of  our  impoverished  country  for  the  an- 
nual income  of  four  thousand  pounds!  His  lordship 
had  been  for  more  than  twenty  years  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  at  a  salary  of  three  thousand  pounds, 
and  Lord  Chancellor  at  fifteen  thousand  pounds  per 
annum  ;  while  the  salaries  of  the  offices  in  his  gift, 
in  the  legal  department  alone,  amounted  to  more 
than  forty-two  thousand  pounds  per  annum.    The 
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legal  and  ecclesiastical  patronage  at  his  disposal  was 

also  immense ;  yet  this  pretended  poor  man  would 

not  retire  without  an  ex-chancellor's  salary !     While 

M  this  keeper  of  the  king's  conscience"  took  especial 

care  of  his  own  purse,  he  did  not  forget  to  look  after 

that  of  his  family ;  and  places,  pensions,  and  church 

preferments    were   most    bountifully  heaped    upon 
them. 

In  contemplating  the  long  period  of  his  lordship's 
enjoying  the  emoluments  of  his  office,  we  are  led  to 
consider  "  the  means  whereby  he  got  the  office.9 
His  unmanly  desertion  of  the  virtuous  cause  of 
Queen  Caroline  was  the  principal,  though  not  the 
only,  reason  of  his  rapid  promotion.  In  this  in- 
stance, he  committed  an  indelible  stain  upon  his 
integrity  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  patronage  and 
wealth.  Let  the  following  passage,  dictated  by  this 
time-serving  lawyer,  when  he  advocated  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales'  cause  against  the  Douglases,  bear 
us  out  in  the  justness  of  our  remarks  : 

"  However  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  may  appear 
my  ostensible  accusers,  I  have  other  enemies,  whose 
ill-will  I  may  have  occasion  to  year,  without  feeling 
myself  assured  that  it  will  be  strictly  regulated,  in 
its  proceedings  against  me,  by  the  principles  qfjair- 
ness  and  justice  f9 

Who  would  suppose  that  boaster  of  "  fairness  and 
justice,"  Lord  Eldon,  one  of  the  most  forward  of 
the  professed  friends  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  could 
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have  proved  so  heartless  and  active  an  oppressor  of 
Queen  Caroline  ?  We  are  forcibly  reminded  of  two 
passages  of  Scripture,  which  powerfully  apply  to  his 
lordship's  desertion  from  the  path  of  honour  in  this 
instance ;  namely,  the  2nd  Book  of  Kings,  ch.  viii, 
v.  13,  and  the  2nd  Book  of  Samuel,  ch.  xii, 
v.  7  and  8 !  Lord  Eldon  not  only  at  that  time,  how- 
ever, expressed  his  decided  opinion  that  other  ene- 
mies existed,  but  he  afterwards  named  the  very 
parties,  and  pointed  out  with  what  clearness  and 
facility  the  offence  might  have  been  proved  against 
them!  But  his  lordship  soon  afterwards  sneaked 
into  lucrative  office,  and  had  something  better  to  do 
for  himself  than  procuring  justice  for  the  injured, 
insulted,  and  persecuted  Princess  of  Wales !  Out 
upon  such  blood-suckers  of  their  country,  we  say, 
and  may  their  crying  professions  of  sincerity  and 
conscientious  motives  ever  be  viewed  as  the  ravings 
of  hypocrisy! 

Mr.  Canning's  ministry  proved  but  of  short  du- 
ration. Soon  after  his  appointment  to  the  premier- 
ship, his  health  began  to  decline,  and  within  four 
months  he  was  numbered  with  the  dead.  This 
event  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of 
August,  and  his  remains  were  consigned  to  the 
tomb  prepared  to  receive  them,  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  followed  by  a  long  procession  of  dukes, 
lords,  and  other  great  personages, — the  admirers  of 
his  political  principles. 

In  taking  an  impartial  review  of  Mr.  Canning's 
political  career,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  all  liis 
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public  acts  were  aristocraticaij  and  afforded  indubit- 
able proof  of  his  love  of  place.  Like  most  men  who4 
have  risen  to  great  eminence,  he  owed  much  to 
chance.  He  was  lucky  in  the  time  of  his  decease, 
and  in  the  day  of  his  deserting  his  old  friends.  Tor 
very  few  has  it  happened  to  be  supported  by  a  party 
as  long  as  its  support  was  useful,  and  to  be  repu- 
diated by  it  when  its  affection  would  have  been  in- 
jurious. The  same  men  who,  as  friends,  had  given 
him  power, — as  enemies,  conferred  on  him  reputa- 
tion !  But  his  name  is  not  connected  with  any  great 
act  of  legislation.  No  law  will  be  handed  down  to 
posterity  protected  by  his  support.  After  genera- 
tions will  see  in  him  a  lamentable  proof  of  prostituted 
talent,  and  little  or  nothing  to  claim  their  gratitude. 
The  memorialist  may  delight  in  painting  the  talents 
he  displayed,  but  the  historian  will  find  little  to  say 
of  the  benefits  he  bestowed.  Mr.  Canning  was  very 
irritable  and  bold  in  his  manners.  He  defended  his 
conduct  in  the  House  and  out  of  it ;  that  is  to  say, 
he  made  some  bitter  speeches  in  parliament,  and 
wrote  three  challenges,  or  demands  for  explanation : 
one  to  Mr.  Hume,  one  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
one  to  an  anonymous  pamphleteer.  The  author  of 
this  pamphlet  was  Mr.  (now  Sir  John  Cam)  Hob- 
house,  though  the  fact  is  little  known;  but,  for 
some  unexplained  cause,  the  book  was  speedily  with- 
drawn from  publication.  A  few  having  been  sold, 
however,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  procure  one, 
the  following  extracts  from  which  may  not  prove  un- 
acceptable to  our  readers : 
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"  Sir, — 1  shall  address  you  without  ceremony, 
for  you  are  deserving  of  none.  There  is  nothing 
in  your  station,  in  your  abilities,  or  in  your  cha- 
racter, which  entitles  you  to  respect.  The  first 
is  too  often  the  reward  of  political,  and  frequently 
"  of  private,  crimes.  Your  talents,  such  as  they 
"  are,  you  have  abused;  and,  as  for  your  character, 
"  I  know  not  an  individual  of  any  party,  or  in  any 
"  class  of  society,  who  would  not  consider  the  de- 
"  fence  of  it  a  paradox.  Low  as  public  principle 
"  has  sunk,  you  are  still  j  ustly  appreciated ;  and  no 
"  one  is  deceived  by  qualities,  which,  even  in  their 
"  happiest  exertions,  are  not  calculated  or  employed 
"  to  conciliate  esteem. 

"  To  what  a  state  of  degradation  are  we  sunk, 
"  when  a  defendant  is  to  be  cheered  into  being  * 
plaintiff;  to  be  applauded  when  he  assaults  the 
sufferings  of  the  oppressed,  and  arraigns  the  mo* 
"  tives  of  men  of  honour  and  unsullied  reputa- 
tion! You  are  yourself  aware,  sir,  that  in  no 
other  assembly  in  England  would  you  have  been 
"  allowed  to  proceed,  for  an  instant,  in  so  gross  t 
"  violation  of  all  decencies  of  life  as  was  hazarded 
by  that  speech,  which  found  a  patient  and  t 
pleased  audience  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Can 
"  there  exist  in  that  body, — composed  as  it  un- 
"  doubtedly  is  of  men,  who,  in  the  private  relations 
"  of  life,  are  distinguished  for  many  good  qua- 
lities,— an  habitual  disregard  of  decency,  a  con* 
tempt  for  public  opinion,  an  absurd  confidence* 
either  individually  or  in  mass,  to  which,  absolving 
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u  themselves  from  the  rules  of  common  life,  they 
"  look  for  protection  against  the  censures  of  their 
"  fellow-citizens  ?  Were  it  not  for  such  a  groundless 
"  persuasion,  there  is  not  a  gentleman  (for  such  a 
44  being  is  not  quite  extinct  in  parliament)  who 
"  would  not  have  thought  himself  compromised  by 
w  listening  to  your  insolent  attacks  upon  the  na- 
44  tional  character,  and  to  a  flashy  declamation, 
44  which,  from  beginning  to  end,  supposed  an  au- 
44  dience  devoid  of  all  taste,  judgment,  spirit,  and 
u  humanity. 

I  am  at  a  loss,  sir,  to  account  for  the  insulting 
policy  of  your  colleagues  in  office,  who,  though 
they  take  their  full  share  with  you  in  the  public 
44  hatred,  are  far  from  being  equal  competitors  for 
44  its  contempt.  Those  worthies  must  have  had 
44  some  motive,  deeper  than  their  avowed  designs, 
44  for  entrusting  their  defence  to  such  *  inept  hands/ 
44  Were  they  afraid  of  your  partially  redeeming  your 
44  character  by  silence  ?  Were  they  resolved,  that 
44  if  you  were  yet  not  enough  known,  some  decisive 
"  overt  act  should  reduce  you  below  the  ministerial 
"  level?  Did  they  suspect,  that  you  were  again 
"  willing  to  rebel  or  betray  ?  How  was  it  that  you 
44  were  selected  for  the  odious  and  treacherous 
44  task  of  justifying  the  rigorous  measures  of  the 
"  imbecile,  but  unfeeling,  Sidmouth,  directed  as 
44  they  were  against  the  aged,  the  infirm,  the  power- 
44  less  of  his  own  countrymen  ?  How  was  it  that 
M  you  were  required  to  emerge  from  your  sus- 
though  prudent,  silence,  in  behalf  of  him 
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"  whom  you  had  first  insulted  by  the  offer  of  your 
"  alliance,  then  by  your  coarse  hostility,  and,  lastly, 
"  by  the  accepted  tender  of  an  insidious  recon- 
"  ciliation? 

You  know,  sir,  and  the  world  should  know, 
that  when  your  seducer,  Pitt,  was  tired  of  you, 
you  offered  yourself  to  this  silly,  vain  man,  who 
thought  your  keeping  too  dear  at  the  proposed 
price,  and  accordingly  declined  the  bargain.    You 
know,  and  the  world  may  remember,  the  imme- 
diate consequence  of  this  slight  of  proffered  ser- 
vice   was  your   lampoons    in    parliament,   your 
speeches  in  the  papers, — I  forget  where  they  fell, 
but  whether  in  one  or  the  other,  they  were  equally 
"  unprepared  and  opportune ;  these,  and  other  as- 
"  saults,  manfully  directed  against  those  whose  for- 
"  bearance  was  the  sole  protection  of  your  audacity, 
"  can  hardly  have  slipped  through  the  meshes  of  the 
"  ill-woven  memories  of  your  colleagues.     Perhaps, 
"  then,  it  was  intended  to  reduce  you  to  irretriev- 
"  able  humiliation,  and  to  fit  you  for  the  lowest 
"  agency,  by  making  you  the  loudest  encomiast  of 
:M  the  most  undefensible  measure  of  him  whom  you 
"  have  reprobated  as   the  €  most  incapable  of  all 
"  ministers,  the  most  inept  of  all  statesmen.'    You 
"  have   kissed  the  hand  that  chastised  you,  and 
"  have  lost  but  few  opportunities  of  testifying  your 
M  peionbd  repentance  to  him  who  commands  you 
"  from  that  eminence,  which  you  were  adjudged 
"  incapable  to  occupy,  even  so  as  to  save  the  few 
"  appearances  required  from  ministerial  manners. 
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c<  Your  submission  to  Lord  Castiereagh,  tricked 
out,  as  he  appears,  in  those  decorations  of  fortune 
which  might  well  deceive  a  vulgar  eye,  was  not 
surprising :  it  was  the  natural  deference  of  mean* 
ness  to  success*  But  it  was  not  expected,  even 
from  your  condescension,  that  the  butt  of  his 
party,  the  agent  of  that  department  which  had, 
"  even  in  these  times  of  peace,  with  infinite  address, 
"  contrived  to  make  the  executive  administration 
"  not  only  hateful  but  ridiculous,  that  the  very 
"  minister  who  had  no  character  for  talents  should 
"  be  defended  by  him  who  had  shewn  himself  un- 
"  equal  to  the  defence  of  his  own.  Your  reply  to 
those  who  spoke  the  language  of  their  consti- 
tuents, of  unprejudiced  Englishmen,  of  human 
nature  itself,  and  who  stepped  forward  to  rescue 
the  parliament  from  indelible  disgrace,  was  such 
as  is  seldom  hiccupped  up  from  the  Bacchanalian 
"  triumph  of  ministerial  majorities. 

"  What,  sir!  one  of  the  present  cabinet  dare  to 
u  accuse  any  individual  of  too  much  faith  in  com- 
"  mon  rumour  or  in  proffered  information?  A 
"  member  of  that  cabinet,  whose  belief  in  the  idle, 
"  malicious  falsehoods  of  spies,  pimps,  bullies,  and  all 
'*  the  abandoned  broken  characters,  whom  their  pro- 
"  mises  allured  into  perjury,  has  been  proved  by  the 
"  verdict  of  juries,  has  been  recorded  in  the  courts, 
"  has  been  the  object  of  general  indignation,  and, 
after  having  been  the  cause  and  excuse  of  a  wan- 
ton attack  on  our  liberties,  has  been  judged  by 
"  the  cabinet  itself  so  little  qualified  for  examination 
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"  that  believing  parliament  has  been  instructed  to 
"  indemnify  the  rogues  who  told  the  lies,  and  the 
"  fools  who  believed  them.  What !  an  apologist  for 
"  the  gulled,  the  gaping  Sidmouth,  to  deprecate 
"  the  indiscriminating  reception  of  tales  and  tale- 
"  bearers  ?  a  defender  of  him  who  put  his  trust  in 
"  Castles,  who  employed  Oliver,  and  who,  on  the 
"  faith  of  atrocious  fabrications,  of  which  he  was 
alike  the  encourager  and  the  dupe,  has  persecuted 
and  imprisoned,  has  fettered  and  fractured,  and 
"  might  have  put  to  death,  his  fellow-countrymen, 
"  even  to  decimation. 

"  You  tell  us,  you  should  have  thought  yourself 
44  '  a  dolt  and  idiot*  to  have  listened  for  a  moment 
"  to  complaints  against  an  agent  of  the  home  de- 
"  partment,  a  runner  of  Bow-street,  a  gaoler's  turn* 
"  key,  or  a  secretary's  secretary.  Mighty  well,  sir ! 
"  but  let  a  runaway  from  the  hulks,  a  convicted 
"  felon,  tell  you,  that  a  bankrupt  apothecary,  a 
"  broken-down  farmer,  and  a  cobbler,  are  the  centre 
"  of  a  widely-spread  conspiracy,  have  formed  and 
partially  executed  a  plan  for  razing  the  kingdom, 
and  for  taking  the  Tower  of  London, — have  pro- 
vided arms,  have  published  manifestoes ;  let  the 
same  respectable  evidence  impeach  the  loyalty 
"  of  the  nobles  and  gentry  in  particular  districts, 
"  and  of  the  lower  classes  in  all ;  let  this  single 
"  felon  assert  that  he  is  honest,  and  the  majority  of 
his  countrymen  are  rogues, — you  do  not  think 
yourself  a  bolt  and  idiot!!!  you  do  not  think 
Lord  Sidmouth  a  dolt  and  idiot  for  proceeding) 
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"  chiefly  upon  such  information,  to  hang,  draw,  and 
"  quarter  the  first  individuals  designated  by  this 
"  credible  witness !  But  whatever  you  or  your  col- 
"  leagues  thought,  the  jury  did  think  the  secretary 
"  of  the  home  department  a  dolt  amd  idiot,  and 
"  shewed  their  opinion  by  their  verdict.  I  will  take 
**  leave  to  observe,  that  there  is  this  difference  be- 
"  tween  the  credulity  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Lambton, 
"  and  of  such  ministers  as  yourself  and  your  col- 
**  leagues :  the  former  may  interpose  to  save,  but 
"  the  consequence  of  the  latter  has  been  to  destroy. 

"  To  brand  with  the  names  of  «  rebel  and  traitor9 
M  those  whom  you  have  been  unable  to  prove  rebel- 
"  lious  and  traitorous,  is  but  in  the  ordinary  course 
"  of  official  perseverance  and  incorrigible  folly  ;  but 
"  that  you  should  presume  to  assail  those  unfor- 
"  tunate  individuals,  the  victims  of  your  own  re- 
"  corded  credulity,  by  making  a  mockery  of  old  age 
"  and  of  natural  infirmities,  which  have  been  oc- 
"  casioned  by  your  own  injustice!! — such,  an  outrage 
"  upon  your  audience — how  is  that  to  be  accounted 
u  for?  '  The  revered  and  ruptured  OgdenUP 
"  This  mad,  this  monstrous  sally  was  applauded— 
**  was  received  with  roars  of  laughter !  and  if  there 
"  was  a  confession  from  some  more  candid  lips,  that 
"  such  allusions  were  not  '  quite  in  good  taste,'  an 
"  excuse  was  drawn  from  the  warmth  of  the  de- 
<c  bate,  clear  as  it  was,  to  those  accustomed  to  your 
u  patchwork,  that  the  stupid  alliteration  was  one  of 

the   ill-tempered   weapons   coolly  selected  from 

your  oratorical  armoury. 
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"  The  little  knot  of  dependants,  who  were  willing 
"  to  make  common  stock  and  carry  themselves  to 
"  market  with  you,  have  become  ashamed  of  die 
"  trifling,  oscillating  buffoon,  whom  they  mistook 
"  for  the  head  of  a  party,  and  who  accepted  the 
"  first  and  lowest  vacancy  that  could  replace  him  in 
the  precincts  of  power.  Even  the  miserable 
chuck-farthing,  Ward,  who  has  learnt  from  you 
"  how  to  run  riot  on  his  apostacy,  owns,  that  he 
"  hesitates  between  the  disgrace  of  *  serving  with- 
V  out  wages,  and  of  being  dismissed  without  a  cba- 
"  racter.' 

-  "  Go  on,  sir,  I  pray  you;  proceed  with  your 
pleasantries ;  light  up  the  dungeon  with  the  flashes 
of  your  merriment, — make  us  familiar,  make  us 
"  pleased,  with  the  anguish  of  the  captive ;  teach 
"  us  how  to  look  upon  torture  and  tyranny  as  agree- 
able trifles ;  let  whips  and  manacles  become  the 
play-things  of  parliament;  let  patriotism  and  prin- 
ciple be  preserved  only  as  vain  names,  the  ma- 
"  terials  of  a  jest ;  and,  as  you  have  disturbed  the 
"bed  of  sickness  with  your  unhallowed  mirth, 
'»'  hasten,  with  appropriate  mockery,  the  long  fore- 
"  told  approaching  Euthanasia  of  the  expiring  con- 
"  stitution.  But  confine  your  efforts  to  that  assembly 
"  where  they  have  been  so  favourably,  so  thankfully 
'.'  received.  You  will  find  no  other  hearers.  You 
"  are  nothing  but  on  that  stage.  The  clerks,  the 
"  candles,  the  heated  atmosphere,  the  mummeries 
and  decorations,  the  trained,  packed  paper  au- 
dience,   confused,  belated,    and  jaded    into  an 
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appetite  for  the  grossest  stimulants;  these  are  the 
preparations  indispensable  to  your  exhibition. 
Thank  heaven,  however,  the  House  of  Commons 
is  not  the  only  tribunal ;  and  it  is  possible,  that, 
in  spite  of  your  extraordinary  progress  and  pro- 
bable success,  there  may  still  be,  in  this  country, 
a  body  of  men,  now  dispersed,  but  whom  their 
"  common    interest  will    one   day   collect  and 

"  UNITE,    FOR    THE     DEFENCE   OF   THEIR   RIGHTS    AND 
"  THE   PUNISHMENT   OF   THEIR  OPPRESSORS  *• 

"  Believe  me,  sir,  not  an  echo  of  those  shouts  of 
"  laughter  which  hailed  your  jests  upon  rebellious 
"  old  age  and  traitorous  disease,  not  an  echo  has 
"  been  lost  in  the  wide  circumference  of  the  Bri- 
"  tish  islands.  Those  shouts  still  ring  in  our  ears ; 
they  will  never  die  away  as  long  as  the  day  of 
retribution  is  deferred ;  they  will  never  die  away 
until  we  are  finally  extirpated  by  your  triumph, 
or  you  are  annihilated  by  our  indignation.  Do 
not  flatter  yourself  that,  by  securing  the  con- 
nivance of  parliament,  you  are  safe  from  all 
"  national  censure.  Parliament  does  not  represent 
the  feelings  qf  the  British  nation.  It  would  be  an 
assault  upon  the  character  of  this  great,  this  glo- 
rious people,  to  suppose  that  their  representatives 
"  were  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  encou- 
"  rage  the  playful  ferocity  of  a  hardened  politician. 
"  The  nobler  portion  of  the  nation  are  certainly  not 
"  members  of  either  house :   the  better  educated, 

*  How  well  has  part  of  this  prediction  been  fulfilled  by  the 
people  of  1 832  !     May  the  re*t  be  speedily  accomplished ! 
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••  the  more  enlightened,  and  the  more  wealthy,  at 
"  least  the  more  independent,  are  to  be  found  with- 
u  out  the  walls  of  parliament.  You  are  (and  what 
ministerial  man  is  not?)  an  enemy  to  reform. 
But  you  shall  be  told,  sir,  that  the  necessity  of 
"  reform,  and  of  choosing  our  representatives  from 
some  other  classes  of  society,  was  never  so  de- 
cidedly shewn  as  in  the  reception  of  your  speech. 
If  Mr.  Canning  was,  on  a  former  occasion41,  ap- 
plauded for  saying,  that  the  constitution  of  that 
assembly  could  not  be  bad,  which  '  worked  so 
well  in  practice9  as  to  admit  of  the  selection  of 
"  such  men  as  Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Horner,  I 
"  am  sure  it  is  to  be  allowed  me  to  say,  that  the 
"  assembly  can  have  no  feelings  or  opinions,  in 
"  common  with  the  rest  of  their  countrymen,  which 
"  would  receive,  with  shouts  of  approving  laughter, 
"  such  a  speech  as  this  of  Mr.  Canning. 

"  You  cannot  be  far  from  the  close  of  your  ca- 
"  reer ;  for,  either  we  shall  be  so  lost  that  all  your 
"  farther  efforts  will  be  superfluous,  or  you  will  be 
"  so  resisted  as  to  disable  you  for  ever  from  all 
"  noxious  exertion.  This,  then,  may  be  the  time 
"  for  summing  up  the  evidence,  furnished  by  the 
"  unbiassed,  uncontradictory  witnesses  of  your  life; 
"  and  for  enabling  your  countrymen  to  pass  the 
"  verdict. 

Let  him  speak  who  ever  knew  you  in  posses- 
sion of  any  respectable  reputation.    The  rag  you 


*  See  motion  for  a  new  writ  for  the  Borough  of   SuMawes, 
iii  the  room  of  Francis  Homer,  esq.,  deceased.  < 
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stole  from  Mr.  Sheridan  s  mantle  was  always  too 
scanty  to  cover  your  nakedness :  like  all  mimics, 
you  caught  only  the  meaner  characteristics  of 
your  archetype ;  oratorical,  not  orator ;  poetaster, 
not  poet ;  witling,  not  wit.  You  were  never  the 
first  or  best  in  any  one  line  of  action.  You  might 
not  have  been  altogether  inept  or  slow  in  playing 
second  parts,  but  on  no  one  occasion  have  you 
ever  evinced  that  sincerity,  either  of  principle  or 
capacity,  which  the  lowest  amongst  us  are  accus- 
tomed to  require  from  the  pretenders  to  excel- 
lence* Your  spirit  was  rebuked  in  presence  of 
those  accomplished  persons  whom  the  followers 
of  all  parties  recognized  as  beings  of  a  higher 
"  order,  and  were  willing  to  yield  even  more  de- 
"  ference  than  their  unambitious  merit  required. 
"  The  chances  of  survivorship  have  left  you  a  great 
"  man  in  these  days  of  little  men ;  but  you  keep 
"  true  to  the  epic  rule;  you  end  as  you  began; 
"  power  has  conferred  upon  you  no  dignity, — eleva- 
"  turn  has  not  made  your  posture  more  erect.  The 
decency  of  your  character  consists  in  its  entire 
conformity  to  the  original  conception  formed  of 
you  in  early  life.  It  has  borrowed  nothing  from 
station,    nothing  from   experience.      It  becomes 

"  YOU,   BUT  WOULD  DISGRACE  AXY  OTHER  MAN." 

To  a  person  of  Mr.  Canning's  warmth  of  temper, 
such  a  production  was  felt  most  acutely;  for  he 
could  not,  with  all  his  ready  eloquence  and  talent, 
deny  the  truth  of  the  writer's  charges,  or  the  just- 
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ness  of  his  severe  censure.  When  men  find  them- 
selves  exposed,  without  the  possibility  of  making 
out  a  good  defence  by  argument,  however  speciously 
employed,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to 
abuse  their  accusers,  by  stigmatizing  them  with  the 
epithets  of  "  slanderer,"  "  liar,"  u  coward," 
"  dolt,"  "  idiot,"  and  similar  opprobrious  names, 
which,  however,  generally  fall  harmless  on  the  per- 
son  to  whom  they  are  applied,  while  they  recoil, 
with  ten-fold  vigour,  on  the  head  of  him  who  dis- 
graces himself  and  his  cause  by  their  adoption. 
Such  was  precisely  the  case  with  Mr.  Canning,  as 
the  following  letters  will  testify : 

MR.  CANNING'S  LETTER. 
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Gloucester  Lodge,  April  10,  1818. 

"  Sib, — I  received  early  in  the  last  week  the  copy  of  yoar 

"  pamphlet*  which  you  (I  take  for  granted)  had  the  attention  to 
'  send  to  me. 
.  "  Soon  after  I  was  informed,  on  the  authority  of  your  publisher, 

that  yon  had  withdrawn  the  whole  impression  from  him,  with  a 

view  (as  was  supposed)  of  suppressing  the  publication. 
I  since  learn,  however,  that  the  pamphlet,  though  not  sold,  is 
"  circulated  under  blank  covers. 

"  I  learn  this  from  (among  others)  the  gentleman  to  whom  the 
"  pamphlet  has  been  industriously  attributed,  but  who  has  volon- 
"  tarily  and  absolutely  denied  to  me  that  he  has  any  knowledge  of 
"  it  or  its  author. 

"  To  you,  sir,  whoever  you  maybe,  I  address  myself  thus  directly, 
''  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to  you  my  opinion,  that, 

"  You  are  a  liar  and  a  slanderer,  and  want  courage  only  to  be 
"  an  assassin. 

"  [  have  only  to  add,  that  no  man  knows  of  my  writing  to  yoo; 
"  that  I  shall  maintain  the  same  reserve  so  long  as  I  have  an  ex- 

pectation  of  hearing  from  you  in  your  own  name;  and  that  I 
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"  shall  not  give   up  tint  expectation  till  to-morrow  (Saturday) 
"  niffht. 

"  The  same  address  which  brought  me  your  pamphlet  will  bring 
"  any  letter  safe  to  my  hands. 

"  J  am,  sir,  your  hnmble  servant, 

(Signed)        •«  GEO.  CANNING." 

"  N.B.  Mr.  Ridgway  is  requested  to  forward  this  letter  to  its 
"  destination/* 


THE  AUTHOR'S  REPLY. 


Addreued  to  the  Editor  of  the  Examiner. 
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Sin, — Yor  are  requested  to  insert  in  yonr  paper  the  reply  of  the 
Right  Hon.  George  Canting  to  my  public  remonstrance  with 
that  gentleman  on  the  insult  he  lately  dared  to  offer  to  the 
people  of  England. 
**  I  am  agreeably  disappointed.  After  ten  days*  deliberation,  he 
"  acknowledges  the  tribunal,  and  has  determined  to  plead. 

u  Whilst  his  judges  are  deciding  on  the  merits  of  his  defence,  it 
"  shall  be  my  care  to  provide  the  gentleman  with  another  oppor- 
"  tnnity  of  displaying  his  taste  and  talents  in  the  protection  of 
u  his  character. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  whilst  Mr.  Lambton  is  a  *  dolt  and  an  idiot,* 
*  I  am  content  to  be  a  «  liar  and  a  slanderer,  and  an  assassin,* 
"  according  to  the  same  inimitable  master  of  the  vulgar  tongue. 
"  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"Toe  Author  op  the 
"  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  G.  Canning.** 

It  was  hard  indeed  for  Liberty  to  have  so  ready 
and  so  ruthless  an  antagonist  as  Mr.  Canning.  This 
minister  was  not  satisfied  with  those  legitimate  and 
classical  weapons  he  was  so  well  skilled  to  wield, 
forgot  the  days  of  the  "  Anti-jacobin,*'  and  vocife- 
rated against  and  challenged  every  one  whose  pen 
or  voice  was  raised  in  opposition   to  him.     Thus, 
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whether  squibbing  "  the  Doctor,"  as  Lord  Sidmouth 
was  called,  fighting  my  Lord  Castlereagh,  cutting 
heartless  jokes  on  poor  Mr.  Ogden,  flatly  contradict* 
ing  Mr.  Brougham,  swaggering  over  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, or  quarrelling  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
he  was  in  perpetual  personal  scrapes, — one  of  the 
reasons  which  created  for  him  so  much  personal 
interest  during  the  whole  of  his  parliamentary  career. 
No  imaginative  artist,  fresh  from  reading  that  career, 
would  sit  down  to  paint  him  with  the  broad  and 
deep  forehead,  the  stern,  compressed  lip,  the  deeply 
thoughtful  and  concentrated  air  of  Napoleon.  As 
little  would  the  idea  of  his  eloquence  or  ambition 
call  to  our  recollection  the  swarth  and  iron  features, 
the  bold  and  haughty  dignity,  of  Strafford-  We 
cannot  fancy  in  his  eye  the  volumed  depth  of 
Richelieu's,  the  volcanic  flash  of  Mirabeau's,  or  the 
offended  majesty  of  Chatham's.  We  should  sketch 
him  from  our  imagination  as  we  see  him  identically 
before  us,  with  a  countenance  rather  marked  by  in- 
telligence, sentiment,  and  satire,  than  meditation, 
passion,  or  sternness, — with  more  of  the  petulant 
than  the  proud,  more  of  the  playful  than  the  pro- 
found, more  of  the  quick  irritability  of  a  lively  tem- 
perament in  its  expression,  than  of  the  fixed  or  fiery 
aspect  which  belongs  to  the  rarer  race  of  men,  whose 
characters  are  wrought  from  the  most  inflexible  and 
violent  materials  of  human  nature.  We  do  not 
wish  to  deny  that  Mr.  Canning  was  an  orator,  a  wit, 
and  a  poet.  Such  talents  and  accomplishments,  how- 
ever, are  not  of  pre-eminent  importance  to  the  situa- 
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tioB  which  he  ocdnpied  at  his  death.  A  premier 
ought  to  be  the  bold  oppos^r  of  corruption,  the  solid 
friend  of  his  sovereign,  and  the  uncompromising 
champion  of  the  people's  rights*  He  should  always 
remember  that  the  security  of  the  throne  arises  from 
the  interest  which  the  sovereign  possesses  in  the 
hearts  of  his  subjects,  and  that  all  attempts  to  stifle 
their  voice,  under  a  sense  of  grievances,  must  tend 
to  alienate  their  affections,  and  inevitably  lead  to 
similar  calamities  which,  in  other  countries,  have 
been  produced  by  arbitrary  and  corrupt  measures. 
Whether  Mr.  Canning  was  such  a  statesman,  we 
need  only  refer  to  his  general  vacillating  conduct  to 
his  superiors  in  office,  and  to  the  return  made  in 
1820,  that  this  gentleman  had  received  from  the 
country,  during  his  public  association  with  govern* 
ment,  two  hundred  thousand  pounds!  Upon  the 
demise  of  Mr.  Canning,  a  pension  was  granted,  by 
act  of  parliament,  to  the  trustees  of  the  family,  of 
three  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  and  his  widow, 
shortly  after,  created  a  peeress ! 

The  ensuing  motley  ministry,  headed  by  Lord 
Goderich,  (late  Mr.  Robinson)  soon  exhibited  symp- 
toms of  its  inefficiency  to  stand  against  the  powerful 
phalanx  of  Toryism,  then  in  array  to  oppose  every 
thing  like  liberty*.  The  philosopher,  however,  deeply 
deploring  the  many  vicissitudes,  the  varying  process, 
through  which  Opinion  has  to  pass  in  order  to  be 
refined  to  Truth,  but  calmly  aware  that  the  sense 
of  a  people  never  ultimately  retrogrades,  might  have 
observed  through  the  clouds  which,  at  this  period, 
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dimmed  the  political  horizon,  the  sun  of  Liberty 
darting  forth  its  smiling  beams,  and  exhibiting  signs 
of  a  speedy  victory  over  the  murky  enemies  of  man- 
kind,— the  brighter  period,  when  a  more  enlarged 
intelligence  would  necessarily  triumph, — when  war- 
like Tory  despotism,  founded  on  a  feverish  desire 
to  keep  the  people  down  by  the  bayonet,  would 
wear  out  its  own  harassed  existence,  and  a  system 
of  freedom,  sanctioned  and  confirmed  by  a  long 
previous  disposition  of  thought,  would  be  realized, 
and  the  spirit  and  letter  of  that  solemn  compact, 
made  and  ratified  between  the  crown  and  the  peo- 
ple in  1688,  be  finally  restored  to  the  country. 

No  Englishman,  who  cherishes  in  his  heart  a  love 
of  freedom,  and  who  is  at  all  conversant  with  the 
history  of  his  country  from  its  earliest  era  down  to 
the  period  of  the  revolution,  can  be  insensible  of 
the  acquisitions  procured  at  that  eventful  period, — 
of  the  accumulation  of  strength  gained  by  the  po- 
pular branch  of  the  constitution,  the  limitation  to 
the  power  of  the  crown,  and  the  extension  of  the 
admitted  and  declared  rights  of  the  people.  Be- 
fore the  revolution,  we  were  the  slaves  of  kingly 
despotism,  and  the  House  of  Commons  itself  was 
as  much  subservient  to  the  tyranny  of  the  throne  as 
the  personal  liberty  of  the  subject  We  have  heard 
much  talk  about  Magna  Charta,  and  the  triumph 
over  John  at  Runnymede,  by  the  people, — who,  by 
the  way,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  struggle,  for 
it  was  the  struggle  of  the  barons  and  the  king,  the 
former  of  whom  in   their  several  domains  were  as 
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despotic  to  those  beneath  them  as  they  felt  the 
tyranny  of  the  king  they  sought  to  humble.  It 
was  the  invasion  of  their  own  power  and  possessions 
by  John  that  fired  their  resentment  and  animated 
their  public  spirit,  and  hence  ensued  Magna  Charta* 
But,  with  the  exception  of  the  single  clause  that 
forbids  arbitrary  and  vexatious  imprisonment,  it 
scarcely  adds,  either  in  spirit  or  letter,  any  thing  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  Not  so,  however,  with 
the  compact  as  settled  at  the  revolution, — not  so 
with  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Act  of  Settlement. 
The  prerogative  of  the  crown  was  by  these  measures 
curtailed,  and  the  liberty  of  the  people  greatly  ex- 
tended and  more  clearly  defined;  the  purity  of  the 
elective  right  was  provided  for,  as  also  the  short 
duration  of  parliaments,  the  discretionary  power  of 
the  crown  was  prohibited,  and  standing  armies  in 
time  of  peace  declared  to  be  illegal!  The  pre- 
tended right  of  suspending  or  of  carrying  into 
execution  the  laws,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  was 
done  away  with  ;  the  levying  of  money  for  the  use 
of  the  crown,  by  pretence  of  prerogative,  without 
the  consent  of  parliament,  was  forbidden  ;  the  right 
of  the  subject  to  petition  the  king  was  established ; 
all  elections  of  members  of  parliament  were  declared 
ought  to  be  free ;  excessive  bail  and  excessive  fines 
were  declared  should  neither  be  required  nor  en- 
forced, nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted;  and  for 
amending,  strengthening,  and  preserving  the  laws, 
it  was  declared  that  parliaments  ought  to  be  held 
frequently.    The  further  wise  provisions  and  legis- 
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lative  enactments  of  that  period  are  prooft  that 
liberties  and  happiness  of  the  nation  were  the  chief 
objects  contemplated  by  our  ancestors. 

But  as  all  the  wise  limitations  imposed  by  the  friends 
of  liberty  on  the  power  of  the  crown  would  be  ren- 
dered ineffectual  and  useless,  without  a  pure  and 
freely-elected  House  of  Commons,  it  had  long  been 
the  chief  design  of  the  Tories  to  destroy  this  sacred 
palladium  by  bribery  and  corruption.  How  fatally 
they  succeeded  is  well  known.  Thus  all  the  hazards 
which  our  forefathers  had  incurred,  all  the  treasuries 
which  they  had  expended,  and  all  the  blood  that 
was  shed  to  establish  the  freedom  of  themselves 
and  their  posterity,  were  rendered  useless  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  Lord  Castlereagh,  Mr. 
Canning,  and  their  mercenary  adherents.  When 
this  lamentable  state  of  the  power  of  the  Tories  is 
considered,  and  which  had  been  produced  by  fifty 
bitter  years  of  misrule,  the  difficulty  of  any  other 
ministry  being  kept  together  will  be  apparent.  The 
cabinet  of  Lord  Goderich  was  a  confused  mixture 
of  Whigs  and  Tories,  and  as  the  latter  possessed  a 
corrupted  House  of  Commons,  it  were  easy  to  pro- 
phesy which  party  would  gain  the  ascendency,  at 
least  for  a  time ;  though  it  were  equally  observable, 
that 

"  The  fsoplb,  by  and  by,  would  be  the  stronger 
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In  the  month  of  September,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons lost  one  of  its  worthiest  members  in  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,   who  died  in  the 
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fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  after  a  long  and  painful 
illness.    His  lordship  was  more  than  twenty  years 
the  representative  of  the  county  of  Lanark,  and  one 
of  his   constituents  publicly  declared,  that   "  the 
noble  lord  had  conducted  himself,  throughout  that 
long  period,    so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
county  and  honour  to  himself,  that  he  was  justly 
considered  the  pride  of  Clydesdale  and  the  glory  of 
Scotland."  The  name  of  his  lordship  was  always  to  be. 
found  among  those  who  supported  the  people's  rights* 
His  virtues  and  his  talents  placed  him  at  the  head  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty ;  he  advocated  every  mea- 
sure, both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  which  had  for 
its  object  the  welfare  of  man,— of  the  meanest  pea- 
sant as  well  as  of  the  greatest  lord.     His  affability 
and  kindness  of  heart  secured  to  him  a  numerous 
circle  of  friends,  and  his  unwearied  opposition   in 
parliament  to  corruption  and  grants  to  pamper  royal 
libertines  gained  for  him  the  proud  and  inestimable 

title  of  PATRIOT. 

In  November,  the  unfortunate  creditors  of  the  late 
Duke  of  York  were  informed  that  the  assets  of  his 
royal  highness  would  not  furnish  means  to  pay  more 
than  one  shilling  in  the  pound !  We  know  that  the 
duke,  in  his  dying  hours,  declared  himself  solvent; 
Whether  he  went  out  of  the  world  with  a  falsehood 
in  his  heart  and  on  his  tongue,  whether  he  was 
kept  in  ignorance  of  his  affairs  by  those  around 
him,  or  whether  his  estate  had  been  foully  dealt 
with  by  his  family  or  others,  are  points  which  ought 
to  have  been  better  elucidated.     We  cordially  pity 


198 

the  creditors,  many  of  whom  have  been  more 
grossly  defrauded  than  in  any  case  which  has  been 
punished  in  the  Insolvent  Court.  The  conduct  of 
the  royal  family  and  the  executors  of  the  Duke  of 
York  must  have  appeared  to  the  public  in  a  very 
unamiable  light ;  for  why  was  not  a  thoroughly  clear 
account  of  every  thing  laid  before  the  creditors? 
Nothing,  however,  was  said  about  the  duke's  jewels 
and  the  valuable  diamond  necklace  belonging 
to  his  duchess!!!  We  impute  nothing  to  the  ex- 
ecutors, Sir  Herbert  Taylor  and  Sir  Benjamin 
Stephenson,  both,  doubtless,  honourable  men,— good 
Tory  placemen  ;  but  if  people  will  not  make  execu- 
torship accounts  clear  and  public  to  all  concerned  in 
them,  they  are  liable  to  be  complained  of.  The 
wills  and  affairs  of  dead  princes  are  always  smuggled 
over  and  hushed  up ;  but  the  creditors  surely  have 
a  right  to  demand,  because  they  have  an  interest  in 
demanding,  that  the  wills  and  executorship  accounts 
of  the  royal  family  should  be  made  as  public  as  those 
of  other  individuals. 

During  the  session  of  parliament  this  year,  Mr. 
Hume  made  a  motion  to  repeal  one  of  the  odious 
"  Six  Acts"  against  the  liberty  of  the  press,  which 
subjected  to  a  stamp-duty  those  cheap  periodical 
tracts  that  formed  the  most  powerful  instruments 
against  the  oppression  of  Toryism.  The  treatment 
which  Mr.  Hume  received  on  this  occasion  will  ever 
reflect  the  greatest  disgrace  on  the  pretended  Whig 
government  and  their  friends.  All  those  members 
who  had  opposed  the  passing  of  this  act  now  either 
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purposely  absented  themselves  or  advocated  its 
utility,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Aberdeen 
had  the  mortification  to  see  his  good  intentions 
frustrated  at  a  time  when  he  calculated  upon  certain 
success. 

Independently  of  the  vexatious  trouble  which  this 
act  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  framing  caused  the  book- 
sellers, it  was  found  materially  to  injure  the  spread- 
ing of  knowledge.  But  it  was  for  this  very  purpose 
that  it  became  the  law  of  the  land.  Lord  Castle* 
reagh  was  aware  of  the  truism,  that 
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Men,  once  ignorant,  are  slaves  !" 


and  consequently,  to  further  his  own  unconstitu- 
tional views,  he  used  every  exertion  to  fetter  the 
press  and  clap  a  padlock  on  the  mouth  of  political 
knowledge.  Wiser  and  better  men,  however,  know- 
ing that  the  free  education  of  the  people  is  the 
surest  safeguard  to  the  permanent  happiness  of  the 
community,  have  lifted  up  their  voices  and  given 
their  votes  against  the  subjugation  of  the  Press, — 
the  Leviathan  protector  of  all  that  is  worth  living 
for.  "  The  great  mass  of  British  subjects/9  said 
the  venerable  and  patriotic  Lord  Erskine,  "  have  no 
surer  means  of  being  informed  of  what  passes  in 
parliament  and  in  the  courts  of  justice,  or  of  the 
general  transactions  of  the  world,  than  through 
cheap  publications  within  their  means  of  purchase ; 
and  I  desire  to  express  my  dissent  from  that  prin- 
ciple and  opinion,  that  the  safety  of  the  state,  and 
the  happiness  of  the  multitude  in  the  laborious  con- 
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dition  of  life,  may  be  best  secured  by  their  bang 
kept    in    ignorance  of  political    controversies    and 
opinions.    I  hold,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  can  only  continue  to  be  secure 
while  it  conducts  itself  with  fidelity  and  justice,  and 
as  all  its  acts  shall,  as  heretofore,  be  thoroughly 
known  and  understood  by  all  classes  of  the  people.*9 
Lord  Erskine,  however,  is  not  singular  in  his  view 
of  this  subject ;  for  every  philanthropist  cannot  but 
subscribe  to   the  justice  and  equity  of  such  doc- 
trines.   The  prohibitory  duty,  therefore,  on  political 
periodicals  must  be  considered  as  a  scheme,  emanat- 
ing from  a  bad  heart  and  weak  head,  to  favour 
despotism.    That  law  which  requires  publishers  and 
printers  of  newspapers  to  enter  into  heavy  securities, 
to  answer  to  the  consequences  of  the  remote  con* 
tingency  of  a  libel, — that  is,  publishing  any  thing 
having  a  tendency  to  bring  either  house  of  parlia- 
ment or  his  majesty's  ministers  into  contempt, — must 
ever  operate  perniciously  to  the  cause  of  freedom. 
For  is  it  not  one  of  the  most  sacred  duties  which  a 
rational  being  owes  to  society,  to  his  family,  and  to 
himself,  to  endeavour  to  "  bring  into  contempt"  a 
government,  if  it  really  be  contemptible  ?    To  what 
did  we  owe  the  wreck  of  our  liberties,  at  this  period, 
except  to  the  contempt  into  which   the  preceding 
cabinets  had  been  brought  among  the  people  ?    Is 
there  an  Englishman,  possessing  a  particle  of  man- 
hood, or  breathing  the  inspirations  of  fiis  ancestors, 
who  would  not  blush  at  the  human  form,  could  he 
witness  a  being  so  debased  as  not  to  perpetuate  the 
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contempt  into  which  publie  virtue  had  happily 
brought  the  names  of  Liverpool,  Castlereagb,  Eldon, 
Sidmouth,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  Tory  locusts  that 
so  long  fastened  upon  the  vitals  of  his  country? 
In  America,  the  idea  of  indicting  a  man  for  endea- 
vouring "  to  bring  the  government  into  contempt," 
would  appear  ludicrous.  The  language  of  the  pub- 
lic authorities  in  America  would  be,  "  If  the  govern- 
ment is  not  contemptible,  it  will  only  gain  strength 
from  attacks ;  if  it  be  contemptible,  the  citizens 
have  a  right  to  prove  it  so,  and  to  demand  a 
change:  it  is  their  duty  to  discuss  the  point,  and 
to  settle  it  by  reason,  and  not  to  suppress  it  by 
indictment"  Our  readers  will  acknowledge,  that 
we  do  not  here  advocate  a  doctrine  we  dare  not 
practice ;  for  we  despise  the  unjustness  of  the  "  Six 
Acts,"  and  will  never  allow  their  unconstitutional 
powers  to  intimidate  us  in  the  discharge  of  our 
public  duty. 

On  the  29th  of  January, 

1828, 

parliament  was  opened  by  commission,  when  the 
ministry,  headed  by  Lord  Goderich,  was  dissolved. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Peel  succeeded 
the  former  premier  and  secretary  of  state, — a 
change  that  could  not  possibly  afford  any  satisfac- 
tion to  the  public.     Mr.  Brougham,  in  an  address  to 
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the  House  of  Commons  on  this  subject,  said, 
"  Though  I  entertain  the  highest  opinion  of  the 
duke's  military  genius,  still  I  do  not  like  to  see  him 
at  the  head  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  enjoying, 
as  he  does,  the  full  and  perfect  confidence  of  his 
sovereign, — enjoying  all  the  patronage  of  the 
crown, — enjoying  the  patronage  of  the  army, — en- 
joying the  patronage  of  the  church, — and,  in  fact, 
enjoying  almost  all  the  patronage  of  the  state.  The 
noble  duke  is  likewise  entrusted  with  the.  delicate 
functions  of  conveying  constant  and  delicate  advice 
to  the  ears  of  his  royal  master*  As  a  constitutional 
roan,  this  state  of  things  strikes  me  as  being  most 
unconstitutional."  Mr.  Brougham  further  added, 
"  I  have  no  fear  of  slavery  being  introduced  into  this 
country  by  the  power  of  the  sword.  The  noble 
duke  (of  Wellington)  may  take  the  army, — he  may 
take  the  navy, — he  may  take  the  mitre,  he  may 
take  the  great  seal, — I  will  make  the  noble  duke 
a  present  of  them  all.  Let  him  come  on  with  his 
whole  force,  sword  in  hand,  against  the  constitution, 
and  the  energies  of  the  people  of  this  country  would 
not  only  beat  him,  but  laugh  at  his  efforts."  These 
were  the  excellent  sentiments  of  Mr.  Brougham, 
and  we  wish  the  noble  Lord  Chancellor  may  long 
continue  the  undeviating  advocate  of  the  people's 
rights  and  liberties. 

We  have  now  to  record  the  death  of  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  which  took  place  at  his  residence,  Coome 
Wood,  on  the  4th  of  December,  in  the  fifty-ninth 
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year  of  his  age,  regretted  by  none  but  those  who 
had  feasted  on  the  wealth  of  our  country,  under  his 
long  unfortunate  sway  over  national  aflktre. 

Could  we  write  as  severe  as  the  ministerial  qua- 
lities of  Lord  Liverpool  were  injurious  to  the  British 
people,  what  a  hideous  draught  of  distortion,  both  in 
principle  and  conduct,  should  we  exhibit !     Look- 
ing at  the  insignificant  origin  of  his  lordship,  and 
the  crooked  crags  of  his  political  progress,  we  trace 
the  wily  ascent  of  an  intriguing  speculator,  clinging 
to  his  towry  height  by  principles  hostile  to  the  con- 
stitution of  England.     His  career  is  marked  by  a 
glazy  ichor,  which,  though  repulsive  to  the  chaste 
eye  of  public  virtue,  and  offensive  to  the  indepen- 
dent feelings  of  public  spirit,  will  be  as  memorable 
as  odious.     Long  after  the  praises  of  his  lordship's 
minions  shall  be  buried  in  oblivion,  the  iniquity  of 
his  deeds  will  pain  the  recollection  of  all  good  men, 
while  he  will  be  regarded  as  the  favourite  model  of 
those  who  aspire  to  the  ruin  of  their  country.     The 
character  of  this  weak  and  daring  man  would  not 
deserve  the  attention  of  history,  if  it  were  not  so 
fatally  united  with  the  misfortunes  of  our  country, 
which  are  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  him  and  his 
notoriously  wicked  and  over-bearing  junta. 

When  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1793,  he 
(then  Mr.  Jenkinson)  was  foremost  in  opposing  the 
memorable  petition  for  parliamentary  reform,  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  (now  Earl)  Grey,  and  defended  the 
then  existing  state  of  the  representation,  maintain- 
ing,  "  that  the  House  of  Commons,  constituted  as 
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it  was,  had  answered  the  end  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed/'— namely,  we  suppose,  to  subdue  the  people! 
Upon  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Perceval  in  1812, 
Lord  Liverpool  became  first  lord  of  the  Treasury, 
by  the  especial  request  of  the  regent.    Upon  his 
lordship's  advancement  to  this  high  and  important 
office,  Lord  Sidmouth  and  Mr.  Vansittart  were  an- 
nounced as  new  members  of  the  ministry.    The  first 
act  of  Lord  Liverpool,  or  what  may  be  termed  his 
first  important  measure,  was  the  introduction  of  a 
bill  to  increase  the  magisterial  power  in  various  dis- 
tricts of  the  country,  where  the  inhabitants  were 
suffering  from  want  of  employment.    By  this  hill, 
such  persons  were  not  allowed  the  use  of  fire-arms, 
and  forbidden  to  meet  in  companies.     His  lordship 
here  mistook  tyranny  for  justice,  and  appeared  to 
set  at  defiance  the  opinion  of  the  admirable  Locke, 
that  "  there  is  a  way  whereby  governments  are  dis- 
solved, and  that  is,  when   the  legislature  and  the 
prince,   or  either  of  them,  act  contrary  to  their 
trust" 

Another  grievous  inroad  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  during  the  administration  of  this  puissant 
lord,  was  his  frequent  union  of  offices  diametrically 
opposite  to  each  other ;  one  of  which,  appointing 
the  clergy  to  sit  on  the  judicial  bench,  must  ever  be 
considered  as  an  infringement  upon  that  religion 
which  his  lordship  considered  as  "  part  and  parcel 
of  the  law  of  the  land."  The  studies  of  clergymen 
were  originally  designed  to  fit  them  for  the  diffusion 
of  "  peace  and  good-will  towards  men,"  and  not  to 
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form  them  for  the  exercise  of  temporal  power.  We 
do  not  mean  to  say  that,  when  people  become  clergy- 
men,  they  are  to  renounce  their  rights  as  men ;  hut 
this  is  a  widely-different  matter  from  investing  them 
with  the  power  of  punishing  a  delinquent.  Christ 
himself  exercised  no  such  functions,  but  left  them 
to  the  secular  authorities.  Why,  then,  should  those 
who  pretend  to  be  the  followers  of  Christ  presume 
to  that  which  their  master  condemned?  Alas! 
their  conduct  has  too  often  proved  them  to  be  no 
followers  of  his ;  yet  Lord  Liverpool,  well  knowing 
the  general  vindictiveness  and  domineering  austerity 
of  their  hearts,  considered  them  the  better  fit  for  the 
magisterial  office,  as  his  intention  was  to  rule  by 
forcing  the  people  into  obedience,  instead  of  sooth- 
ing their  irritated  minds  by  a  few  timely  concessions. 
For  the  sake  of  Christianity  itself,  we  hope  to  see 
such  an  unholy  union  of  spiritual  and  secular  power 
speedily  abolished. 

It  was  also  under  Lord  Liverpool's  administration 
that  the  most  revolting  scenes  of  military  flog- 
ging occurred.  We  might  relate  numerous  in- 
stances of  this  barbarous  custom,  but  one  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  illustration :  Three  sol- 
diers, (mere  bots!)  in  July,  1817,  in  company  with 
others,  met  at  the  Rose  and  Crown  public-house, 
Tower  Hill,  where  at  length  a  fight  ensued.  A 
court-martial  being  held,  Thomas  Hayes,  Francis 
Hayes,  and  George  Staniford  were  ordered  to  re- 
ceive eight  hundred  lashes  each !  The  execution  of 
this  sentence,  so  disgraceful  to  a  civilised  country, 
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was  commenced ;  but  after  Thomas  Hayes  (who  was 
only  twenty  years  of  age)  had  received  six  hundred 
and  seventy-five  lashes,  the  surgeon  pronounced  his 
life  to  be  in  danger,  and  he  was,  therefore,  carried 
away.  Francis  Hayes,  only  sixteen  years  of  age, 
received  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  lashes ;  and 
George  Stamford,  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  two 
hundred  lashes ! — when  both  the  latter  had  the  re- 
maining part  of  their  sentence  commuted,  upon  con- 
dition of  their  entering  a  condemned  regiment! 
Thus  three  of  our  fellow-creatures,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  English  soldiers,  and  therefore,  of 
all  other  men  in  the  world,  alone  liable  to  be  sub* 
jected  to  a  system  of  refined  cruelty,  alike  distin- 
guished for  its  cold-blooded  atrocity  and  the  utter 
absence  of  any  reasonable  plea  for  its  infliction,  were 
tortured  in  this  Christian  land  as  long  as  nature 
would  bear  the  anguish,  and  that,  too,  before  the 
number  of  lashes  awarded  by  their  unmerciful 
judges  had  been  inflicted  upon  their  poor  backs! 
Is  there  a  man  whose  heart  retains  a  spark  of  feel- 
ing,— who  has  not  been  hardened  by  military  educa- 
tion and  habits, — that  does  not  feel  an  involuntary 
shudder,  a  sickening  of  the  heart,  when  he  learns 
that  three  of  his  countrymen— -free-born  Englishmen* 
(oh,  what  a  satire  has  that  term  become  1)— -were 
sentenced  to  have  "  the  living  flesh  torn  from  their 
backs"  by  the  horrid  laceration  of  the  "  cat-o'-nine- 
tails/' for  being  guilty  of  a  public-house  brawl! 
In  the  name  of  an  all-merciful  Providence,  of  what 
materials  are  military  officers  composed  that  they 
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can  endure  such  disgusting  spectacles  ?  We  wonder 
how  they  have  so  long  dared  to  set  at  defiance  the 
indignation  of  the  public,  and  tempt  the  just  yen* 
geance  of  heaven !  Can  they,  after  witnessing 
such  scenes  of  unbearable  torture,— of  worse  than 
Russian  barbarity, — return  to  their  wives  and  fa- 
milies, and  eat  their  food  with  an  appetite?  But 
officers  are  gentlemen, — young  sprigs  of  nobility, 
in  most  cases, — and  the  sufferings  of  the  private 
soldier  may  possibly  be  sport  to  them  !  We  hope, 
however,  to  see  a  law  passed  to  give  equal  rights  to 
the  soldier  as  to  the  brute,  at  least ;  for  no  man  in 
England,  be  he  whom  he  may,  is  permitted  to  treat 
a  dog  as  soldiers  have  been  and  are  even  now  treated. 
Were  all  Englishmen  punished  in  the  same  manner 
for  the  offence  of  brawling  and  drunkenness,  where 
would  the  flogging  system  terminate  ?  Certainly  not 
with  the  private  soldier  or  the  foremast  sailor;  it 
would  assuredly  find  its  way  to  their  officers,  to  the 
noble,  the  bishop,  and  the  prince!!/ 

Lord  Liverpool  allowed  himself  to  be  a  prominent 
actor  in  the  unprecedented  persecutions  against  the 
Princess  of  Wales.  Had  not  his  lordship  arranged 
the  form  of  the  secret  proceedings  abroad,  and  con- 
sented to  the  lavish  expenditure  of  our  means  to 
suppress  truth  in  that  partial  business,  both  the 
queen  and  her  daughter  might,  at  this  time,  have 
been  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  happiness.  His 
lordship  said  publicly,  that  the  prosecution  against 
her  majesty  in  1820  was  "  the  most  embarrassing 
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question  which  ever  perplexed  ahy  government" 
This  short  declaration  spoke  volumes ;  for  truth  is 
simple,  and  requires  no  adornment  of  language.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  mock  trial  of  her  majesty,  there 
appeared,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  a  majority  of 
nine  for  the  Bill  against  the  queen ;  yet,  under 
these  circumstances,  his  lordship  thought  proper  to 
abandon  the  charges  against  her  majesty !  His  mo- 
tives for  acting  thus,  we  shall  presently  explain ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  we  contend  that  such  a  proceeding 
was  unconstitutional,  and  not  to  be  defended  on  any 
honourable  grounds.  If  the  peers  had  really  voted 
conscientiously,  they  were  entitled  to  the  award  from 
their  majority ;  if  they  had  not  so  voted,  then  they 
ought  to  have  been  expelled  from  the  House  for 
ever,  as  well  as  from  all  honourable  society.  Either 
way,  therefore,  Lord  Liverpool  acted  wrong,  and 
fully  proved  the  verity  of  the  old  adage,  "  Power 
usurped  is  weakness  when  exposed ;  conscious  of 
wrong,  it  is  pusillanimous,  and  prone  to  flight" 

At  the  period  of  which  we  are  speaking,  certain 
documents  were  laid  before  Lord  Liverpool,  relative 
to  the  bonds  and  promissory  notes  entered  into  so 
solemnly  by  certain  royal  princes ;  and  his  lordship 
was  assured  that,  if  the  bill  of  pains  and  penalties 
did  pass,  these  disgraceful  engagements,  together 
with  the  attendant  circumstances,  should  immedi- 
ately meet  the  public  eye.  Here  then  was  one  of 
the  secret  reasons  of  his  lordship's  abandoning  the 
infamous  bill  against  the  queen ! 


The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  letter  convey- 
ing this  unwelcome  intelligence,  and  which  was 
delivered  into  Lord  Liverpool's  own  hand : 

"  My  Lord,  "  Nov.  6/A,  1820. 

"  Fearless  of  your  displeasure,  I  beg  to  submit 
my  sentiments  to  your  lordship  without  further 
ceremony.  I  am  in  the  possession  of  a  copy  of  a 
certain  bond,  upon  the  execution  of  which  your  royal 
master  was  the  first  named,  and  to  whom  the  largest 
share  was  to  be  advanced.  If  the  bill  against  the 
queen  pass,  I  will  expose  the  whole  transaction  to 
the  nation,  and  that  will  be  sufficient  to  open  the 
eyes  even  of  the  wilfully  blind.  You  know  the  dan- 
ger, and  may  provide  against  it  in  some  degree. 
I  shall  also  explain  the  unhappy  consequences  at- 
tendant upon  some  of  the  injured  persons  con- 
nected with  this  transaction. 

"  I  am,  my  lord, 

"  Your  humble  servant, 
"  To  the  Right  Hon.  "  &c.  &c.  &cJ 

Lord  Liverpool.1 


We  here  subjoin  an  exact  copy  of  the  bond  re- 
ferred to  in  this  letter  : 

StttOtD  All  illtttt  by  these  presents,  that  We, 
George  Prince  of  Wales,  Frederick  Duke  of 
York,  and  William  Henry  Duke  of  Clarence, 
all  living  in  the  City  of  Westminster,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  are  jointly  and  severally, 

▼OL.  II.  O 
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justly  fend  truly,  indebted  to  John  Cator,  of 
Bee  ken  ham,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  Esquire, 
and  his  Executors,  Administrators,  and  Assigns, 
in  the  penal  sum  of  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds,  of 
good  and  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain,  well 
and  truly  paid  to  Us,  at  or  before  the  sealing 
of  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  Seals  this 
16th  day  of  December,  in  the  Twenty-ninth 
year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  anno  domini  1788. 

The  condition  of  the  above-written  obligation  is 
such,  that  if  the  above  bounden  George  Prince 
of  Wales,  Frederick  Duke  of  York,  and  William 
Henry  Duke  of  Clarence,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  or  any  of  their  Heirs,  Executors,  or  Ad- 
ministrators, shall  well  and  truly  pay,  or  cause 
to  be  paid,  unto  the  above-named  John  Cator, 
his  Executors,  Administrators,  or  Assigns,  the 
full  sum  of  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds  of  lawful 
money  of  Great  Britain,  within  the  space  or 
time  of  six  calendar  months  next,  after  any  one 
or  either  of  us,  the  said  George  Prince  of  Wales, 
Frederick  Duke  of  York,  and  William  Henry 
Duke  of  Clarence,  shall  come  to  and  ascend  the 
Throne  of  England,  together  with  lawful  in- 
terest on  the  same ;  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  that  such  event  shall  happen,  upon  whom, 
to  the  time  of  paying  off  this  obligation,  then, 
and  in  such  case,  the  same  shall  become  null 
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and  void';  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

George  Prince  of  Wales.     L.  S. 
Signed     <  Frederick.  L.  S. 

William  Henry.  L.  S. 

To  save  the  exhibition  of  this  bond,  as  well  as 
several  others  of  a  similar  description,  much  to  the 
discredit  of  the  sovereign,  Lord  Liverpool  readily 
gave  his  assistance,  and  thus  was  forced  to  abandon 
the  bill  against  the  queen. 

In  1823,  Lord  Liverpool  said  in  the  House,  that 
"  The  policy  of  the  British  government  rested  on 
die  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  allowed 
every  country  to  judge  how  it  could  best  be  go- 
verned, and  what  ought  to  be  its  institutions."  This 
paragraph  in  his  lordship's  speech  sufficiently  proved 
him  to  be  an  aristocrat,  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word.  The  policy  of  his  government  was,  doubtless, 
to  concentrate  power  in  the  hands  of  the  rulers,  and 
tojbrce  the  mass  of  the  people  to  submissive  degra- 
dation and  wretchedness. 

In  1825,  his  lordship  was  again  disturbed  by  an 
inquiry  into  some  state  arrangements,  relative  to 
the  mysterious  demise  of  the  Princess  Charlotte, 
which  had  been  made  in  1817,  and  to  which  his 
lordship  had  been  privy.  But  he  declined  all  in- 
quiries into  this  disgraceful  subject,  in  a  manner  not 
very  consistent  with  his  own  honour,  or  the  import- 
ance of  the  question.  In  1826,  his  lordship  was  once 
more  solicited  to  receive  the  information ^  but  he 
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still  declined,  though  he  must  have  been  aware  of 
the  justness  of  the  claim.  As  we  have  fully  ex- 
plained these  appeals  to  his  lordship  in  a  former  part 
of  our  work,  we  have  only  considered  it  necessary  to 
glance  at  them  in  this  place. 

At  length  this  statesman,  after  serving  his  king 
iq  direct  opposition  to  the  interests  of  the  people, 
fell  into  the  stupor  of  apoplectic  and  paralytic  dis- 
ease, and  expired  as  previously  stated. 

In  this  year,  an  inquiry  was  instituted  into  the 
death  of  the  patriot  Hampden  ;  and,  in  order  to  as- 
certain, if  possible,  the  sort  of  wound  by  which  he 
had  been  killed,  his  body  was  disinterred  from 
Hampden  church,  Bucks.  The  exhumation  was 
attended  by  Lord  Nugent,  Mr.  Denman,  and  several 
other  gentlemen.  The  following  account  of  the 
investigation  was  given  to  the  public  by  one  of  the 
party : 

"  After  examining  the  initials  and  dates  on  seve- 
ral leaden  coffins,  we  came  to  the  one  in  question, 
the  plate  of  which  was  so  corroded,  that  it  crumbled 
and  broke  into  small  pieces  on  touching  it.  It  was 
therefore  impossible  to  ascertain  the  name  of  the  in- 
dividual it  contained.  The  coffin  had  originally  been 
enclosed  in  wood,  covered  with  velvet,  a  small  por- 
tion only  of  which  was  apparent  near  the  bottom, 
at  the  left  side,  which  was  not  the  case  with  those 
of  a  later  date,  where  the  initials  were  very  distinct, 
and  the  lead  more  perfect  and  fresher  in  appearance. 
The  register  stated,  that  Hampden  was  interred  on 


813 

the  25th  day  of  June,  1643,  and  an  old  document, 
still  in  existence,  gives  a  curious  and  full  account  of 
the  grand  procession  on  the  occasion ;  we  were, 
therefore,  pretty  confident  that  this  must  be  the  one 
in  question,  having  examined  all  the  others  in  suc- 
cession. It  was  lying  under  the  western  window, 
near  the  tablet  erected  by  him,  when  living,  to  the 
memory  of  his  beloved  wife,  whose  virtues  he  extols 
in  the  most  affectionate  language.  Without  positive  * 
proof,  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he  would  be 
interred  near  his  adored  partner,  and  this  being 
found  at  her  feet,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that 
the  lid  should  be  cut  open  to  ascertain  the  fact, 
which  proved  afterwards  that  we  were  not  mistaken. 
The  parish  plumber  descended,  and  commenced  cut- 
ting across  the  coffin,  then  longitudinally,  until  the 
whole  was  sufficiently  loosened  to  roll  back,  in  order 
to  lift  off  the  wooden  lid  beneath,  which  was  found' 
in  such  good  preservation  that  it  came  off  nearly 
entire.  Beneath  this  was  another  lid  of  the  same 
material,  which  was  raised  without  much  giving 
way.  The  coffin  had  originally  been  filled  up  with 
sawdust,  which  was  found  undisturbed,  except  the 
centre,  where  the  abdomen  had  fallen  in.  The  saw- 
dust was  then  removed,  and  the  process  of  examina- 
tion commenced.  Silence  reigned.  Lord  Nugent 
descended  into  the  grave,  and  first  removed  the 
outer  cloth,  which  was  firmly  wrapped  round  the 
body;  then  the  second  and  a  third,  such  care  hav- 
ing been  extended  to  preserve  the  body  from  the 
worm  of  corruption.     Here  a  very  singular  scene" 
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presented  itself.  No  regular  features  were  apparent, 
although  the  face  retained  a  death-like  whiteness, 
and  shewed  the  various  windings  of  the  blood- 
vessels beneath  the  skin.  The  upper  row  of  teeth 
were  perfect,  and  those  that  remained  in  the  under 
jaw,  on  being  taken  out  and  examined,  were  quite 
sound.  A  little  beard  remained  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  chin ;  and  the  whiskers  were  strong,  and 
somewhat  lighter  than  his  hair,  which  was  a  full  au- 
burn brown ;  the  upper  part  of  the  bridge  of  the 
nose  still  remained  elevated;  the  remainder  had 
given  way  to  the  pressure  of  the  cloths,  which  had 
been  firmly  bound  round  the  head.  The  eyes  were 
but  slightly  sunk  in,  and  were  covered  with  the 
same  white  film  which  characterized  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  face.  As  a  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
isted concerning  the  indentation  in  the  left  shoulder, 
were  it  was  supposed  he  had  been  wounded,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  upon  to  raise  up  the  coffin  alto- 
gether, and  place  it  in  the  centre  of  the  church, 
where  a  more  accurate  examination  might  take  place. 
The  coffin  was  extremely  heavy ;  but,  by  elevating 
one  end  with  a  crow-bar,  two  strong  ropes  were  ad- 
justed under  either  end,  and  thus  drawn  up  by 
twelve  men,  in  the  most  careful  manner  possible. 
The  first  operation  was,  to  examine  the  arms,  which 
nearly  retained  their  original  size,  and  presented  a 
very  muscular  appearance.  On  lifting  up  the  right 
arm,  we  found  that  it  was  dispossessed  of  its  hand. 
We  might,  therefore,  naturally  conjecture  that  it  bad 
been  amputated,  as  the  bone  presented  a  perfectly 
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flat  appearance*  as  if  sawn  off  by  some  very  sharp  in* 
strument  On  searching  carefully  under  the  cloths, 
to  our  no  small  astonishment,  we  found  the  handy  or 
nther  a  number  of  small  bones,  enclosed  in  a  sepa- 
rate cloth.  For  about  six  inches  up  the  arm,  the 
greater  part  of  the  flesh  had  wasted  away,  being 
evidently  smaller  than  the  lower  part  of  the  left  army 
to  which  the  hand  was  very  firmly  united,  and 
which  presented  no  symptoms  of  decay  further  than 
the  two  bones  of  the  fore-finger  being  loose.  Even 
the  nails  remained  entire,  of  which  we  saw  no  ap* 
pearance  in  the  cloth  containing  the  remains  of  the 
right  hqpd.  In  order  to  corroborate  or  disprove  the 
different  statements  relative  to  his  having  been 
wounded  in  the  right  shoulder,  a  close  examination 
of  each  took  place.  The  clavicle  of  the  right  shoul- 
der was  firmly  united  in  the  scapula,  nor  did  there 
appear  any  contusion  or  indentation  that  evinced 
symptoms  of  any  wound  ever  having  been  inflicted. 
The  left  shoulder,  on  the  contrary,  was  smaller  and 
sunken  in,  as  if  the  clavicle  had  been  displaced.  To 
remove  all  doubts,  it  was  judged  necessary  to  re- 
move the  arms,  which  were  amputated  with  a  pen* 
knife.  The  socket  of  the  left-  arm  was  perfectly 
white  and  healthy,  and  the  clavicle  firmly  united  to 
the  scapula,  nor  was  there  the  least  appearance  of 
contusion  or  wound.  The  socket  of  the  right 
shoulder,  on  the  contrary,  was  of  a  brownish  cast, 
and  the  clavicle  being  found  quite  loose  and  dis- 
united from  the  scapula,  proved  that  dislocation 
had  taken  place.    The  bones,  however,  were  quite 
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perfect.  Such  dislocation,  therefore,  roust  have 
arisen,  either  from  the  force  of  a  ball,  or  from  Co- 
lonel Hampden  having  fallen  from  his  horse,  when 
he  lost  the  power  of  holding  the  reins,  by  reason 
of  his  hand  having  been  so  dreadfully  shattered. 
The  latter,  in  all  probability,  was  the  case,  as  it 
would  be  barely  impossible  for  a  ball  to  pass  through 
the  shoulder  without  some  fracture,  either  of  the 
clavicle  or  scapula.  In  order  to  examine  the  head 
and  hair,  the  body  was  raised  up  and  supported 
with  a  shovel ;  on  removing  the  cloths,  which  ad- 
hered firmly  to  the  back  of  the  head,  we  found  the 
hair  in  a  complete  state  of  preservation.  It  was  a 
dark  auburn  colour,  and,  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  times,  was  very  long, — from  five  to  six  inches. 
It  was  drawn  up  and  tied  round  at  the  top  of  the 
head  with  black  thread  or  silk.  The  ends  had  the 
appearance  of  having  been  cut  off.  On  taking  hold 
of  the  top-knot,  it  soon  gave  way,  and  came  off  like 
a  wig.  Here  a  singular  scene  presented  itself.  The 
worm  of  corruption  was  busily  employed;  the  skull, 
in  some  places,  being  perfectly  bare,  whilst  in  others 
the  skin  remained  nearly  entire,  upon  which  we  dis- 
covered a  number  of  maggots  and  small  red  worms 
on  the  feed  with  great  activity.  This  was  the  only 
spot  where  any  symptoms  of  life  was  apparent,  as 
if  the  brain  contained  a  vital  principle  within  it, 
which  engendered  its  own  destruction ;  otherwise, 
how  can  we  account,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  two 
centuries,  in  finding  living  creatures  preying  upon 
the  seat  of  intellect,  when  they  were  no  where  else 
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to  be  found,  in  no  other  part  of  the  body?  He  was 
five  feet,  nine  inches,  in  height,  apparently  of  great 
muscular  strength,  of  a  vigorous  and  robust  frame ; 
forehead  broad  and  high  ;  the  skull  altogether  well 
formed,  such  an  one  as  the  imagination  would  con- 
ceive capable  of  great  exploits.0 

We  offer  no  apology  for  inserting  this  very  inter* 
esting  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  death  of  one  of 
England's  greatest  characters.  Such  investigations, 
we  consider,  possess  peculiar  interest  to  the  lovers 
of  truth,  as  well  as  being  calculated  to  effect  much 
public  good.  The  deaths  of  many  other  illustrious 
individuals  are  yet  involved  in  mystery,  which  may 
probably,  at  no  distant  period,  be  cleared  up  in  the 
same  way  as  that  of  Hampden  has  been.  The  sud- 
den death  of  George  the  Third's  next  brother,  Ed- 
ward, Duke  of  York,  calls  aloud  for  inquiry ;  and, 
though  it  is  impossible  to  make  reparation  to  the 
departed  duke  himself,  yet  such  inquiry  might  lead 
to  the  benefit  of  his  innocent,  injured,  and  still 

SURVIVING    OFFSPRING. 

The  excesses  of  the  court  at  this  period,  as  usual, 
were  enormous.  The  man  who  had  sworn  to  do 
justice  and  love  mercy  proved,  by  his  deportment, 
that  he  cared  not  for  either.  In  defiance  of  pru- 
dence, he  continued  to  revel  in  gaiety  and  wanton- 
ness,  totally  regardless  of  the  sorrows  of  his  subjects, 
whose  condition  daily  became  more  grievous,  and 
whose  petitions  were  disregarded  in  proportion  to 


218 

the  pressure  of  their  miseries*  This  man  of  plea- 
sure exhausted  what  time  he  could  spare  from  the 
indulgence  of  his  passions  in  the  invention  of  ex- 
pensive and  useless  decorations  and  embellishments 
to  the  already  gorgeous  palaces  in  which  he  pleased 
to  reside.  He  was  still  unwearied  in  his  monstrous 
demands  from  the  resources  of  the  people,  indefa- 
tigable in  the  accomplishment  of  all  his  lascivious 
pursuits,  and  deaf  to  the  voice  of  remonstrance  and 
humanity. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year 

1829. 

the  Catholics  of  Ireland  exhibited  so  strong  a  deter- 
mination  to  be  emancipated  from  their  long  oppres- 
sion, that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Feel 
considered  it  expedient  to  pass  a  bill  for  their  relief 
We  cordially  agree  in  the  principle  of  removing  all 
civil  disabilities  from  men  on  account  of  their  re- 
ligion ;  but  we  must  nevertheless  view  the  conduct 
of  these  two  inconsistent  ministers  with  the  greatest 
possible  contempt.  Headed  by  the  wicked  Duke  of 
York,  they  had  frequently  declared  their  fixed  de- 
termination to  oppose  any  further  concessions  to  the 
Catholics,  for  fear  of  endangering  the  "  established 
church/1  and  had  violently  and  obstinately  opposed 
their  just  demands  on  every  ground  of  right  and  of 
expediency  !  Even  during  the  discussions  of  the  pre* 
ceding  year,  both  of  them   had  expressed   no  in- 
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dination  to  desert  the  principles  which  they  had 
uniformly  defended ;  yet,  strange  to  say,  all  of  a 
sudden,  their  opinions  changed,  and  that  which  had 
so  long  appeared  to  them  as  being  fraught  with  the 
greatest  danger  received  their  most  zealous  advocacy 
and  support ! 

Amongst  the  occurrences  of  this  time,  we  cannot 
help  noticing  the  pompous  enthronement  of  one  of 
the   pretended  followers    of  the   meek  and  lowly 
Jesus, — the  Bishop  of  London, — which  took  place 
in  St-  Paul's  Cathedral,  on  the  16th  of  January.    The 
cathedral  was  filled,  at  a  very  early  hour,  with  a 
crowd  of  curious  people  to  witness  the  installation 
of  Dr.  Bloomfield.     After  the  parade  of  being  met 
by  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  (Dr.  Copleston)  the  pre- 
bends,   canons,    and   other  functionaries,  the  lord 
mayor,  &c,  the  installation  speech  was  delivered  in 
the  following  words: — "  I,  Dr.  Copleston,  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  St  Paul,  do  induct,  instal,  and 
enthrone  You,  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
Charles  James,  by  divine  permission  (or  by  permis- 
sion of  the  Lord  Chancellor?)  Bishop  of  London, 
into  the  bishopric  and  episcopacy  of  London ;  and  the 
Lord  preserve  thy  going  out  and  coming  in,  from 
this  time  forth  for  ever  more;   and  mayest  thou 
remain  in  justice  and  sanctity,  and  adorn  the  place 
thou  art  delegated  to  by  God!    God  is  powerful, 
and  may  he  increase  your  grace/*      How  far  the 
bishop  was  delegated  by  God,  we  do  not  pretend 
to  determine ;  but  fifteen  thousand  pounds  per  an- 
num for  the  greaf  labours  attendant  upon  this  office 
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were  not,  we  think,  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
pious  bishop ;  because  such  a  sum  would  euable 
his  right  reverend  lordship  to  be  "  charitable  to  the 
poor/'  as  well  as  to  keep  his  "  church  in  good 
repair,"  for  which  purposes  such  an  immense  sum 
was  originally  designed. 

In  the  November  of  this  year,  died  Thomas 
Garth,  esquire,  general  in  his  majesty's  service,  and 
colonel  of  the  first  regiment  of  dragoons.  This 
gallant  general  had  the  good  fortune  to  render  him* 
self  agreeable  to  a  certain  lady  of  illustrious  birth, 
by  whom,  it  was  said,  he  had  one  son,  who  bears 
the  general's  name,  and  who  now  is  a  captain  in  the 
army.  This  son  was  the  chief  mourner  at  the  fune- 
ral of  the  general,  which  took  place  on  the  27th  of 
November,  at  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields.  It  is,  how- 
ever,  very  probable,  that  the  mystery  of  this  very 
extraordinary  afiatr  will,  ere  long,  be  explained, 
though  it  may  not  redound  to  the  chastity  of  royalty. 
Many  places  and  pensions  have  been  bestowed  to 
prevent  an  exposure  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  captain's  birth,  but  we  have  reason  to  think  that 
truth  will  ultimately  prevail.  We  could  ourselves 
elucidate  this  mysterious  business,  if  we  deemed  it 
requisite ;  but,  as  the  matter  is  now  pending  in  a 
court  of  law,  it  would  be  improper  for  us  to  interfere. 
In  referring  to  subjects  of  this  nature,  we  cannot 
help  pitying  the  imbecility  and  sorrows  of  George 
the  Third,  which  were,  doubtless,  considerably 
heightened,  though  not  originally  produced,  by  the 
delinquencies  of  his  family,  both  male  and  female. 
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In  the  early  part  of  the  year 

1830, 

the  king's  health  materially  declined,  though  the 
greatest  secrecy  prevailed  at  Windsor  upon  the  sub- 
ject. His  disease,  however,  progressively  increased, 
and  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  he  became  unable 
to  take  his  usual  exercise  in  the  park.  From  time 
to  time,  the  organs  of  the  court  pronounced  his 
majesty  again  in  tolerable  health,  and  announced  his 
intention  to  hold  a  drawing  room  at  St.  James9 ;  but 
at  the  same  time  they  well  knew  there  was  no  pro- 
bability that  such  an  event  could  take  place. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  the  first  bulletin  was  issued, 
and  this  official  document  regularly  appeared  till  the 
announcement  of  the  royal  demise,  which  was  as 
follows : 

"  His  majesty  expired  at  a  quarter  past  three 
o'clock  this  morning,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age, 
and  in  the  eleventh  of  his  reign. — June  26th,  1830, 
Windsor  Castle." 

The  death  was  lingering  and  painful,  which  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  when  we  consider  what  an  arti- 
ficial system  of  body  there  was  to  break  up,  and  to 
what  a  magnitude  it  had  grown.  The  wonder  is, 
considering  the  life  which  the  king  had  led  in  his 
youth,  and  the  ease  and  luxury  in  which  he  indulged 
afterwards,  that  he  lasted  so  long.     After  the  usual 


222 

ceremony  of  lying  in  state  had  been  observed,  his 
majesty  was  consigned  to  the  royal  vault  at  Wind- 
sor, on  Thursday,  the  15th  of  July.  Immediately 
after  which,  the  greatest  bustle  was  observed  in  the 
apartments  occupied  at  Windsor  by  the  Marchioness 
of  Conyngham,  and  a  general  scramble  and  a  rapid 
packing  up  of  valuables  took  place. 

We  have  so  often  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the 
actions  of  George  the  Fourth,  that  little  remains  to 
be  said  of  his  general  character.  That  he  was  hand- 
some, dressed  and  lived  extravagantly,  put  on  fas- 
cinating manners  when  he  wished  to  gain  his  point, 
and  had  an  extraordinary  good  opinion  of  himself, 
are  accomplishments  which  we  believe  he  possessed  in 
an  eminent  degree.  But  what  were  such  insignifi- 
cant matters  to  the  country  in  general,  when  their 
possessor  owned  the  basest  and  most  vindictive  heart 
that  ever  disgraced  the  human  bosom?  Would  his 
handsome  person  atone,  in  the  eyes  of  doting  pa- 
rents, for  the  seduction  of  their  daughters  ?  Would 
his  splendid  habiliments  afford  a  recompense  to  his 
ruined  creditors?  Would  his  fascinating  man n en 
compensate  his  injured  and  cruelly-oppressed  wife 
for  the  brutal,  unmanly,  and  infamous  treatment  she 
received  from  him  ?  Or  would  his  self-love  satisfy 
the  heavily-taxed  people,  who  were  compelled  to  ad- 
minister to  his  extravagant  demands  for  finery  and 
baubles?  Assuredly  not;  and  such  "  accomplish- 
ments," therefore,  only  tended  to  render  the  actions 
of  his  majesty  more  disgusting  in  the  eyes  of  the 
better  part  of  the  community.    In  truth,  George  the 


Fourth  thought  of  nothing  but  his  personal  ease  and 
comforts.  When  his  mistresses  or  his  friends  be- 
came troublesome,  they  were  instantly  and  uncere- 
moniously dismissed,  without  causing  the  "  first 
gentleman  in  the  world"  the  least  uneasiness  as  to 
their  future  good  or  ill  fortune.  In  politics,  he 
leagued  himself  with  the  Whigs  as  long  as  they 
served  his  purpose ;  but,  directly  they  gave  him  the 
least  trouble,  he  disowned  their  acquaintance.  He 
indulged  the  follies  and  vices  of  his  chosen  compa- 
nions, till  indulging  them  longer  became  irksome. 
He  supported  the  principles  of  his  family  as  long  as 
supporting  them  answered  his  ends*  He  consented 
to  the  passing  of  the  Catholic  Relief  Bill  on  the 
same  principle  as  he  had  shaken  off  poor  Mrs,  Ro- 
binson. Protestantism  and  Perdita  were  voted 
bores,  and  he  therefore  took  the  easiest  course  to  rid 
himself  of  both.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  he 
disliked  public  exhibitions,  because  they  gave  him 
trouble,  and  kept  him  a  few  hours  from  indulging  his 
private  passions,  which  he  considered  as  so  much 
time  lost.  This  is  the  true  character  of  George  the 
Fourth,  whatever  his  minions  may  say  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Passing  over  many  circumstances  of  dubious  im- 
port, relative  to  the  departed  monarch,  we  proceed 
to  notice  some  transactions  of  an  unhappy  complexion, 
and  which  reflect  no  small  portion  of  dishonour  upon 
his  memory.  When  the  late  Duke  of  York  returned 
from  his  military  education  in  Prussia,  he  unfor- 
tunately brought  with  him  the  prevailing  vice  of  the 
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principal  courts  of  Germany, — that  of  gambling  ; 
and  to  his  inordinate  attachment  to  that  ruinous 
propensity  may  be  attributed  the  frequent  loss  of 
property  and  personal  disgrace  he  endured.  The 
late  monarch,  also,  was  equally  addicted  to  a  love 
of  play,  and  the  sum  allowed  him  when  he  attained 
his  majority  soon  proved  insufficient  to  supply 
the  natural  consequences  of  that  uncontrouled  pas- 
sion and  his  very  lavish  expenditure  in  finery  of 
all  kinds. 

In  consequence  of  the  mutual  embarrassments  of 
these  royal  brothers,  they  found  themselves  under 
the  absolute  necessity  of  raising  money  to  discharge 
some  of  their  most  pressing  accounts.  The  prince, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Cla- 
rence, tried  every  imaginable  source  in  this  country, 
from  which  it  was  thought  a  supply  could  be  raised, 
sufficient  to  avert  the  impending  storm  that  hung 
over  their  heads;  but  all  their  endeavours  failed. 
As  a  last  resource,  the  late  monarch  was  advised 
to  attempt  a  loan  in  Holland ;  and  Messrs.  Bonney 
and  Sunderland,  then  of  George-yard,  Lombard- 
street,  were  appointed  notarial  agents  for  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  bonds;  and  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Hammersley,  of  Pall-mall,  banker,  was  to  receive 
the  subscriptions,  and  to  pay  the  dividends  thereon 
to  the  holders  on  the  joint  bonds  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence. The  sum  intended  to  be  raised  was  about 
one  million  sterling,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
subscribed  for  by  foreign  houses  only,   at  a  price 
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which  would  have  proved  very  satisfactory  if  the 
contract  had  been  faithfully  performed.  The  negotia- 
tion for  this  loan  commenced  in  1788;  but  an  inter- 
ruption to  its  completion  was  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Bonney,  the  notary.  It  was  ulti- 
mately confirmed,  to  the  great  loss  of  those  who  had 
so  rashly  speculated  in  such  a  questionable  security. 
The  loan  was  to  bear  six  per  cent  interest,  and  the 
revenues  of  their  royal  highnesses  were  to  be  in* 
vested  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Dukes  of  Northum- 
berland and  Portland,  in  order  to  ensure  the  due 
payment  of  interest  and  principal.  A  large  portion 
of  the  money,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  half  a  million, 
had  been  received  by  the  princes  when  the  revolu- 
tion in  France,  in  1793,  presented  an  opportunity  to 
resist  the  payment  of  those  bonds  which  had  been 
circulated,  and  even  the  interest  due  upon  them 
was  refused.  During  the  revolution,  some  of  the 
holders  of  these  bonds  escaped,  and  arrived  in  Eng- 
land ;  and,  as  their  last  resource,  they  made  numer- 
ous applications  to  the  princes  for  the  interest  due 
to  them,  if  it  were  not  quite  convenient  to  dis- 
charge the  bonds  in  full.  But  the  law-advisers  of 
the  princes  pretended  that  the  present  holders  were 
not  entitled  to  the  interest,  as  they  presumed  the 
bona-fide  holders  had  perished  during  the  troubles 
in  France  and  Holland;  and  that,  consequently, 
other  claims  were  not  legal.  On  the  part  of  the 
claimants,  the  bonds  were  produced  which  they  had 
bought,  and  their  right  asserted  to  claim  interest  and 
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principal  eqOally  as  if  they  had  been  the  original 
subscribers. 

This  evasive  attempt  to  resist  the  just  discharge 
of  loans,  raised  at  such  great  hazards,  must  ever  be 
considered  as  an  indelible  stain  upon  the  characters 
of  the  princes  concerned.  We,  however,  would 
acquit  the  Duke  of  Clarence  from  any  participation 
in  the  profits  of  these  bonds ;  his  natural  affection 
for  his  two  elder  brothers  induced  him  to  add  his 
name  to  the  bonds  merely  as  a  further  security  to 
their  holders;  and  we  doubt  not  that  his  present 
majesty  will,  if  he  have  not  already  done  so,  make 
all  the  reparation  in  his  power  to  the  heirs  of  the 
original  sufferers  in  these  very  dishonourable  trans- 
actions. 

The  holders  of  these  bonds  finding  themselves  so 
unjustly  treated,  M.  Martignac,  one  of  the  original 
subscribers  to  them,  made  an  application  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  affair  came  on  by  way 
of  motion.  Sir  Arthur  Pigott,  who  was  then  Attor- 
ney-General to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  replied,  "that 
he  had  never  heard  of  the  existence  of  such  bonds ; 
but  his  own  opinion  was,  that  the  unhappy  con- 
dition of  France  and  Holland  rendered  the  identifi- 
cation of  the  bon&-fide  holders  almost  impossible, 
even  presuming  they  ever  had  existed;  but  the 
inquiry  should  be  made  in  the  proper  quarter!19 
That  inquiry,  however,  never  benefitted  the  dis- 
tressed refugees.  Sir  Arthur  Pigott,  the  legal  ad- 
viser of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  might,  to  please  his 
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master,  attempt  to  deny  the  existence  of  these 
nominal  securities ;  yet  positive  proof  against  such 
denial  was,  that  they  were  actually  floating  in  the 
"  money  market/'  as  common  as  any  other  security, 
at  that  very  time  !  There  was,  indeed,  scarcely 
a  broker  on  the  Exchange  who  had  not  some  por- 
tion of  them  for  sale ;  and  it  was  an  indisputable 
truth  that  means,  of  a  disreputable  nature,  were  used 
to  depreciate  their  value  in  the  money  market. 

We  must  not  here  pass  over  the  suspicious  con- 
duct (relative  to  these  bonds)  of  the  then  secretary 
of  state  for    the  home    department.     Under  the 
specious  pretext  of  enforcing  the  Alien  Act,  this 
gentleman  caused  the  whole  of  these  injured  claim- 
ants to  be  taken  and  put  on  board  a  vessel  in  the 
Thames,  which  was  stated  to  be  ready  to  sail  for 
Holland*    This  vessel,  however,  cast  anchor  at  the 
Nore,  for  the  professed  purpose  of  waiting  to  re- 
ceive the  necessary  papers  from  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state.    The  heart-rending  destiny  of  the 
unfortunate  victims  now  only  remains  to  be  told. 
Although  no  charge  was  preferred  against  them, 
they  were  thus  unceremoniously  sent  out  of  the 
kingdom  by  the  decree  of  arbitrary  power.    From 
the  list  of  twenty-six  unfortunate  creditors  of  the 
princes,  fourteen  of  them  were  traced  to  the  guillo- 
tine.   The  other  twelve  perished  by  another  con- 
cocted plan.      The  two    principal  money-lenders* 
M.  Abraham  and  M.  Simeon  Boas,  of  the  Hague, 
were  endeavouring  to  maintain  their  shattered  cre- 
dit, and  actually  paid  the  interest  themselves  4ue 
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upon  these  bonds  for  two  years;  but  they  were 
finally  ruined,  and  one  of  the  brothers  put  an 
end  to  his  existence  by  a  pistol, — the  other  by 
poison ! 

Similar  tragical  scenes  were  attendant  upon  an- 
other loan,  raised  for  the  princes  by  M.  John  James 
de  Beau  me,  and  prepared  by  Mr.  Becknel.  The 
signed  acknowledgment  of  the  princes  was  for  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  payable  to  the*  said  De 
Beaume,  and  vesting  in  him  the  power  to  divide 
this  bond  into  shares  of  one  thousand  pounds  each, 
by  printed  copies  of  the  bond,  &c.  The  original 
bond  was  deposited,  for  safety,  in  the  bank  of  Ran- 
som, Morland,  and  Hammersly,  while  an  attested 
copy,  as  well  as  the  bankers'  acknowledgment  of 
their  holding  such  security,  were  given  to  De 
Beaume  as  a  proof  of  his  authority  in  being  the 
agent  of  the  three  English  princes.  They  also  gave 
him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  their  correspondent 
in  Paris,  M.  Perregaux.  After  considerable  dif- 
ficulty, and  after  having  remitted  and  paid  to  the 
princes  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  in  money  and 
jewels,  M.  de  Beaume  and  his  associates  were  ap- 
prehended, and  charged  with  treason,  for  asserting 
that  George  the  Third  of  England  was  King  of 
France!!!  These  unfortunate  men  were  tried,  con- 
demned, and  actually  executed  upon  this  paltry 
charge  within  twenty-four  hours  after  their  mock 
trial!  So  perished  Richard  Chaudot,  Mestrirer 
Niette,  De  Beaume,  and  Aubert,  either  for  pur- 
chasing the  shares  of  the  princes'  securities,  or  for 
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negotiating  them.  Such  also  was  the  fate  of  Viette, 
a  rich  jeweller,  who  had  bought  largely  of  the  shares 
from  De  Beaurae. 

.Would  that  we  could  here  close  the  catalogue  of 
black  offences  against  certain  individuals;  but  we 
are  obliged,  as  honest  historians,  to  refer  to  the 
cruel  death  of  Charles  Vaucher,  a  banker  in  Paris. 
This  gentleman  quitted  France  in  1793.  and  fixed 
his  residence  in  England,  where  he  married  an 
English  lady.  He  had  been  the  purchaser  of  twenty 
shares  of  the  princes'  bond,  and,  as  was  naturally  to 
be  expected,  made  application  for  the  interest  due 
thereon.  The  claim  being  refused,  the  injured  gen- 
tleman applied  for  legal  assistance ;  but  the  interest 
was  still  rejected,  because  the  bond  had  not  been 
named  in  the  schedule  laid  before  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  extent  of  the  debts 
of  the  Prince  George!  Further  application  was 
made ;  though,  instead  of  obtaining  justice,  this 
unfortunate  gentlemaq  received  an  official  order  to 
quit  England  within  the  space  of  four  days !  Hav- 
ing other  affairs  to  arrange,  M.  Vaucher  petitioned 
the  Duke  of  Portland  (then  prime  minister)  to  allow 
him  to  remain  until  his  affairs  could  be  arranged ; 
but  his  petition  was  refused,  and  a  warrant  issued, 
signed  by  the  duke,  directing  William  Ross  and  George 
Higgins,  two  of  his  majesty's  messengers,  to  take  M. 
Vaucher  into  custody  till  he  should  be  sent  out  of 
the  country,  which  was  immediately  put  in  force ! 
He  was  conveyed  to  Rotterdam,  and  from  thence  to 
Puis,  where  he  was  imprisoned.    On  the  22nd  of 
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December9  1796,  his  trial  took  place  upon  similar 
charges  to  those  of  M.  de  Beau  me,  and  he  was  soon 
found  guilty,  and  guillotined ! 

We  could  recite  many  other  crimes  relative  to 
these  bonds;  but  we  think  we  hear  the  shocked 
reader  exclaim,  "  Hold!  enough!"  Indeed  such 
sickening  details  can  hardly  obtain  credence  in  the 
minds  of  men,  possessed  of  even  the  common  feel- 
ings of  our  nature.  To  offer  any  palliation  of  such 
monstrous  atrocities  would  only  be  an  insult  to 
the  understandings  of  all  unprejudiced  observers  of 
royalty ! 

At  the  time  of  the  Prince  of  Wales'  greatest  em- 
barrassments, an  attempt  was  made  to  divert  the 
country  into  a  belief  of  the  honourable  intentions  of 
his  royal  highness  by  the  sale  of  his  racing  stud,  and 
some  other  property.  But  no  sooner  had  parliament 
voted  sufficient  money  to  relieve  the  prince  from  his 
debts  than  the  turf-establishment  was  revived  in  a 
more  ruinous  style  than  ever,  the  field  of  dissipa- 
tion and  extravagance  enlarged,  and  fresh  debts 
contracted  to  an  enormous  amount,  which  were  not 
either  in  his  or  the  nation's  power  to  discharge. 
Strong  doubts  were  also  entertained  that  the  money 
voted  by  parliament  to  this  "  prodigal  son"  was  not 
applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  granted* 
Had  a  private  individual  so  committed  himself,  he 
would  have  become  the  outcast  of  his  family,  while 
all  the  virtuous  part  of  the  community  had  instantly 
avoided  him ;  but  in  the  case  of  this  prince,  where 
the  example  was  ten  thousand  times  more  conta- 
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gious,  such  a  flagrant  breach  of  faith  and  such  base 
ingratitude  hardly  received  the  slightest  animadver- 
sion!   Why   should  more   indulgence  have    been 
shewn  to  this  man,  whose  peculiar  duty  it  was  to 
respect  popular  favour,  and  to  act  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  deserve  it,  and  from  whose  exalted  station  the 
public  had  a  right  to  expect  lessons  of  morality  and 
virtue,  than  to   a  private  person,  whose  deviation 
from  their  rules  only  produces  partial  effects,  and 
can  be  of  no  detriment  to  the  community  at  large. 
How  unjust  it  is,  what  an  inversion  of  every  fair 
and  honourable  principle,  to  suffer  the  bauble  rank 
to  afford  a  veil  to  moral  depravity!     To  protect 
genius,  to  reward  merit,  and  to  relieve  distress,  is 
what  ought  to  be  the  duty  of  a  prince ;  but  when 
the  nation  was  called  on  to  liquidate  immense  debts, 
without  a  single  instance  of  this  kind  on  record  to 
justify  such  a  perversion  of  their  money,  it  was  per* 
fidy  to  the  public,  and  not  a  warranted  liberality 
towards  the.  prince,   for  any  parliament  to  do  so. 
Such  conduct,  indeed,  would  not  have  been   tole- 
rated had  not  the  professed  representatives  of  Eng- 
land (who  were  the  nominees  of  a  haughty  and  un» 
feeling  aristocracy)  put  it  beyond  the  remedy  of  the 
majority  of  the  people.     At  the  periods  to  which  we 
now  refer,  the  most  disgraceful  sums  were  also  voted 
for  the  repairs  and  embellishments  of  Brighton  Pa- 
vilion, Windsor  Castle,  Windsor  Cottage,  (so  called) 
the  Palace  at  Pimlico,  and  other  fanciful  buildings 
of  royalty.     The  money  required  for  these  purposes, 
be  it  remembered,  was  drained  from  a  heavily-op* 
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pressed  people,  whose  industry,  economy,  and  honesty 
were,  in  the  aggregate,  without  a  parallel.  But  it  is 
a  serious  fact,  that,  from  the  accession  of  George  the 
Third  to  the  death  of  George  the  Fourth,  the  royal 
expenditure  was  ninety-two  millions,  ninety  thou- 
sand, eight  hundred,  and  seven  pounds  1  Yet,  in 
this  amount,  the  salaries  and  official  emoluments  of 
the  royal  dukes  are  not  included  from  the  year 
181 6.  We  cannot  help  contrasting  the  evil  done  with 
the  benefits  that  might  have  been  bestowed  by  this 
money.  What  a  fund  it  had  made  to  lessen  the  hard- 
ships imposed  upon  the  poor ! — to  mitigate  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  mechanic ! — and  to  lighten  the  burdens 
of  the  honest  citizen !  Instead  of  which,  it  was 
expended  merely*  to  gratify  pride  and  vice.  The 
delight  of  doing  good  was  the  last  sentiment  for 
consideration  ;  and  though  a  vast  field  was  open  for 
the  exercise  of  benevolence,  yet  the  offices  of  real 
greatness  were  always  neglected  by  George  the 
Fourth  and  the  greater  part  of  his  family. 
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Haying  now  brought  our  history  down  to  the  pro* 
vidential  release  of  England  by  the  death  of  George 
the  Fourth,  we  cannot  part  company  with  our 
readers  before  taking  a  general  survey  of  the  la- 
mentable truths  it  contains.  Authors  have  too 
often  demeaned  themselves  by  concealing  facts, 
and,  instead  of  being  historians  of  an  action,  have 
proved  themselves  the  mere  lawyers  of  a  party ; 
they  are  retained  by  their  principles,  and  bribed  by 
their  interests ;  their  narrations  are  an  opening  of 
their  case,  and  in  front  of  their  histories,  therefore, 
ought  to  be  written — "  I  am  for  the  defendant,"  or 
"  I  am  for  the  plaintiff."  With  such  unworthy 
writers,  we  should  be  ashamed  to  claim  affinity. 
Our  unflinching  exposures  have  been  made  with  no 
sinister  motives ;  for  we  have  dared  to  brave  pro- 
secutions and  persecutions,  despising  the  bribes  and 
defying  the  hate  of  the  minions  of  power !  '  Our*s 
is  the  cause,  the  righteous  cause,  of  the  insulted 
and  harassed  classes, — the  real  productors  of  the 
national  wealth, — who  have  so  long  endured  the 
galling  yoke  of  oppression.  The  time,  however,  is 
now  fast  approaching  when  fallacious  speeches 
must  yield  precedence  to  solid  reasoning,  when 
honest  governments  must  supersede  systems  of  des- 
potism, when  vice  must  be  recognized  and  punished 
in  the  case  of  the  prince  as  well  as  in  that  of  the 
peasant;  when  superior  talents  must  be  permitted 
to  occupy  superior  stations ;  when  individuals,  most 
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suited  to  serve  the  real  interests  of  the  kingdom, 
will  be  solicited  to  guide  the  helm  of  state ;  when 
all  policy,  opposed  to  freedom,  will  be  annihilated ; 
when  interested  men  will  be  compelled  to  quit  their 
seats  in  the  councils,  and  weak  men  be  afraid  to 
venture  another  trial ;  when  he  who  has  the  heart 
of  a  coward,  or  the  spirit  of  a  sycophant,  will  not 
dare  to  present  himself  for  the  suffrages  of  a  free 
people!  Yes,  we  repeat,  such  an  era  is  at  hand, 
and  "  the  people"  of  England  are  about  to  enjoy 
that  liberty  and  happiness,  from  which  they  have 
unjustly  been  debarred  by  the  cruel  and  haughty 
hand  of  tyranny.  An  unjust  government,  whether 
professing  Whig  or  Tory  principles,  will  vainly  at- 
tempt to  stop  this  march  of  liberty  by  raising  the 
old  bugbear  cry  of— "  Anarchy  and  confusion  will 
be  the  consequences  of  entrusting  the  people  with 
their  political  rights  and  privileges!'9  Such  an  un- 
natural doctrine  has  been  held  far  too  long  by 
the  titled  and  wealthy  mortality  of  our  land,  who 
are  not  contented  with  enjoying  the  great  advantages 
of  rank  and  property,  whether  hereditary  or  ac- 
quired, but  seem,  by  their  behaviour,  determined 
to  prevent  their  less-fortunate  brethren  from  tasting 
the  happiness  which  would  arise  from  a  possession 
of  their  political  rights.  The  tyrannical  nature  of 
such  characters,  unsatisfied  with  the  elevation  which 
their  birth  or  fortune  has  given  them,  wish  to  tram- 
ple on  their  "  inferiors,"  and  to  force  them  still 
lower  in  the  scale  of  intelligent  beings*  Con- 
temptible proud  men,   thus    to  insult  ihope  who 
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minister  to  their  luxuries  and  their  wealth !    Such 
vain  conduct,  however,  will  never  fail  to  excite  the 
honest  indignation  of  all  who  can  think  and  feel, 
and  who  are  remote  from  the  sphere  of  corrupting 
influence.     It  is  not  only  most  highly  culpable  in  a 
moral  view,  but  extremely  dangerous  in  a  political. 
It  arises  from  the  hateful  spirit  of  despotism,  and, 
if  not   timely  checked  by  the  people,   must  soon 
become  universal.     A  spirit  of  this  nature  would 
allow  no  rights  to  the  poor  but  those  which  cannot 
be  taken  away, — the  rights  of  mere  animal  nature* 
Such  a  spirit  liates  "  the  people,"  and  would  gladly 
annihilate  all  of  them  but  those  who  administer  to 
pride  and  luxury,  either  as  menial    servants,    de- 
pendent tradesmen,  or  mechanics, — or  common  sol- 
diers, ready  to  shed  the  blood  of  those  who  might 
render  themselves  obnoxious  to  their  lordly  tyrants. 
Notwithstanding  such  contempt  of  M  the  people/ 
however,  these  mighty  of  the  land  think  they  are 
entitled  to  represent  them  in  parliament ;  yet  what 
can  be  expected  from  such  proud  men  but  that  they 
should  be  as  servilely  mean  and  obsequious  to  a 
minister  as  they  are  cruel  and  unfeeling  in  their 
behaviour  to  the  poor  of  their  vicinity  ?    By  such 
behaviour,  the  aristocrats  attempt  to  form  a  little 
world  of  their  own,  where  Folly  and  Vanity  reign 
supreme,  but  where  Virtue,  Learning,  and  Useful- 
ness are  alike  unknown.    The  grand  secret  of  its 
constitution  is  to  claim  dignity,  distinction,  power, 
and  place,  exclusively,  without  the  painful  labour 
of  deserving  either  by.  personal  merit,  or  by  services 
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to  the  commonwealth.  They  talk  and  laugh  loud, 
applauding  each  others  self-complacency,  and  would 
not  be  supposed  to  cast  an  eye  on  the  "  inferior 
crowd/'  whose  admiration,  nevertheless,  they  are 
at  the  same  time  courting  by  every  silly  effort  of 
pragmatical  vanity  !  Men  of  this  cast  pay  no  more, 
and  frequently  not  so  much,  as  other  people;  yet 
they  strangely  conceive  themselves  privileged  to 
treat  tradesmen, — certainly  respectable  when  honest, 
sober,  and  industrious, — as  if  they  were  not  of  the 
$ame  flesh  and  blood  with  "  gentlemen/9  but  to  be 
ranked  with  the  ass  and  the  swine.  Such  proud 
pretenders  to  superiority  consider  the  world  was 
only  made  for  them,  while  their  families  and  their 
houses  must  studiously  be  kept  from  plebeian  con- 
tamination. This  aristocratical  insolence  is  also 
visible  even  at  church, — in  the  immediate  presence 
of  Him  who  made  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  and 
where  the  gilded  and  painted  ornaments  on  the 
walls  seem  to  mock  the  folly  of  all  human  pride. 
The  pew  of  "  the  great  man "  is  raised  above  the 
others,  and  furnished  with  curtains,  adorned  with 
linings,  and  accommodated  with  cushions.  -Even 
those  who  do  not  bow  at  the  name  of  Jesus  are  yet 
expected  to  make  their  lowly  obeisance  to  the  lord 
in  the  gallery!  However  indifferent  such  mighty 
persons  may  feel  towards  religion,  they  are  still 
zealous  for  the  church ;  for  this  is  useful,  not  only 
in  providing  genteely  for  their  poorer  relations  and 
dependants,  but  as  an  engine  to  keep  down  the 
jEor/.E !    The  temporalities  and  splendours  of  the 
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"  established"  church  endear  it  to  them ;  but,  if  it 
had  continued    in   its  primitive   state,    when   poor 
fishermen  were  Us  bishops,   how  differently  would 
they  have  viewed  it ! 

Against  principles  so  dangerous  and  hostile  to 
liberty,  every  friend  of  his  country  will  not  hesitate 
to  shew  a  determined  opposition.  The  poorer  part 
of  mankind, — that  is,  "  the  people," — when  they 
are  not  blinded  by  ignorance,  in  which  the  "  great 
ones"  have  always  endeavoured  to  keep  them,  may 
safely  be  entrusted  with  political  power.  "  The 
people"  have  lately  been  presented  with  a  proof 
of  the  selfish  motives  of  these  "great  ones,"  which 
have  done  wonders  in  opening  their  eyes  to  the 
degraded  condition  in  which  they  have  so  long 
been  held,  and  the  natural  consequences  of  such  en- 
lightenment are  rapidly  being  made  known  in  Ian* 
guage  not  to  be  misunderstood.  They  begin  to 
view  themselves  as  essential  parts  of  one  great  body ; 
they  are  therefore  determined  to  possess  an  equal 
portion  of  political  rights,  and  peaceably  possess 
them ;  for  they  are  too  sensible  not  to  be  aware  that 
all  violence  is  not  only  wrong,  but  totally  unneces- 
sary to  accomplish  this  end.  If  our  exposition  of 
the  long-hidden  things  of  darkness,  as  well  as  of  the 
characters  of  their  oppressors,  should  assist  in  pro- 
ducing this  happy  consummation,  our  reward  will 
be  ample ;  we  desire  no  more. 

In  taking  a  review  of  our  past  pages,  the  intelli- 
gent reader  will  hardly  wonder  at  the  awful  com- 
plexion  the  present  times  have  assumed.     Every 
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evil  has  its  origin,  and,  however  remote  it  may  be, 
will  ultimately  produce  its  effects.  What,  then,  it 
may  be  asked,  is  the  cause  of  the  present  unhappy 
state  of  England, — of  its  political  struggles  and 
dmsibes  ?  Have  they  not  been  mainly  produced 
by  the  loag*<5Qncealed  secrets  of  state,  which  have, 
das!  led  to  the  commission  of  crimes — of  mur- 
ders ! — that  must  force  the  tear  of  pity  from  the  eye 
of  compassionating  humanity  ? 

According  to  the  pure  fabric  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, no  nation  on  the  surface  of  the  globe 
ought  to  have  been  more  happy,  more  consolidated 
in  friendly  intercourse  and  good  understanding,  nor 
more  prosperous  and  contented,  than  this  country. 
Butt  from  the  time  of  Queen  Anne,  the  state  has 
been  gradually  retrograding  and  divided  into  two 
aristocratical  parties, — Whigs  and  Tories, — whose 
watch-words  were  principles,  (which  might  be  said 
to  be  constitutionally  attached  to  opposition  or 
place)  but  whose  struggles  have  ever  been  for 
power.  The  spirit  of  party  has  been  said  to  fur- 
nish aliment  to  the  spirit  of  liberty ;  and  so  per- 
haps it  does,  but  in  this  way:  by  first  creating  the 
despotism  which  it  is  the  office  of  the  spirit  of 
liberty  to  counteract,  and,  if  possible,  to  overthrow. 
If  there  had  never  been  the  party  of  the  usurpers 
and  abusers  of  power,  there  would  have  been  no 
occasion  for  that  of  the  leaguers  and  reformers.  It 
is  of  necessity  that  party  spirit  must,  on  the  whole, 
have  done  more  harm  than  good,  since  assuredly 
it  has  raised  more  giants  than  it  has  yet  slain.    All 
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party  spirit,  generally  speaking,  is  injurious.     It 
has  been  truly  denounced  by  one  of  the  greatest 
friends  of  freedom  the  world  has  ever  seen,— the 
illustrious  Washington, — as  "  the  very  worst  enemy 
of  popular  governments."    In  his  farewell  address 
to  the  American  people,  he  earnestly  warns  them 
against  it  as  the  thing  from  which,  of  all  others, 
they  had  most  to  fear.     "  It  serves  always,"  he  tells 
them,  "  to  distract  the  public  councils  and  enfeeble 
the  public  administration.     It  agitates  the  commu- 
nity with  ill-founded  jealousies   and  false  alarms; 
kindles  the  animosity  of  one  class  against  another ; 
foments,   occasionally,  riots  and  insurrections;    it 
opens  the  door  to  foreign  influence  and  corruption, 
which  find  a  facilitated  access  to  the  government 
itself,  through  the  channels  of  party  passions."    All 
party  ascendencies  have  this  character  in  common : 
that  they  serve  to  make  the  interests  of  the  country 
subordinate  to  private  ends.     It  is  the  established 
mode  with  dominant  factions  to  distribute  the  loaves 
apd  fishes  among  their  own  adherents  exclusively,— 
they  could  not,  in  fact,  exist  as  factions  otherwise. 
Worth  and  talent  are  no  farther  regarded  than  is 
necessary  for  the  saving  of  appearances.    The  sort 
of  followers  whom  your  party  minister  delights  to 
honour  are  those  who  will  stick  at  nothing,  who 
will  stand  by  a  leader  through  thick  and  thin,  who 
will  never  consider  the  right  or  wrong  of  any  thing, 
but  support  whatever  their  patron  supports,   and 
resist  to  the  utmost  whenever  he  gives  the  word, — 
men,  in  short,  who  are  prepared  to  look  only  to 
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their  own  and  their  party's  advantage,  without  at  all 
caring  how  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large 
may  be  affected  by  their  conduct.  Ever  since  the 
revolution  of  1688,  England  has  never  been  free 
from  the  trammels  of  some  such  dominant  faction  or 
other ;  and  what  have  been  the  consequences  ?  One 
long  course  of  misgovernment,  one  unceasing  heap- 
ing of  burdens  on  the  people,  and  of  pensions  and 
sinecures  on  the  aristocracy,— one  unvarying  round 
of  oppression,  plunder,  murder,  corruption,  and  ex- 
travagance. Whether  it  was  Tory  or  whether  it 
was  Whig  that  was  in  power,  the  result  to  the  people 
was  almost  always  the  same.  If  the  Whigs  have,  on 
the  whole,  been  less  to  blame  than  their  rivals,  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  on  the  other  hand,  that  their 
opportunities  of  doing  evil  have  been  fewer.  How- 
ever the  two  parties  may  differ,  or  affect  to  differ,  on 
general  principles  of  government,  they  have  always 
agreed  marvellously  on  one  point,  namely:  the 
perfect  propriety  of  making  the  most  of  their  time 
while  in  office,  to  enrich  themselves,  their  relations, 
and  dependants,  at  the  expense  of  the  nation*. 
Thus,  public  opinion  has  long  been  the  opinion  of 
certain  coteries,  and  public  men,  generally  speak* 
ing,  men  neither  brought  forward  by  the  public, 
nor  for  the  sake  of  the  public!  It  has  been  thought 
necessary  that  some  one  should  make  such  a  speech 

•  How  lamentably  it  this  fact  illustrated  by  the  present  Whig 
minister. — the  dm*t*rc$ted  Earl  Grey, — who  has  added  to  the  bar* 
dens  of  his  country,  by  places  and  pensions  to  his  own  family  atone, 
more  than  sixty-two  thousand  pounds  annually ! ! ! 
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as  would  "  tell  well,"  and  procure  a  round  of  cheers 
from  the  House.  If  such  an  individual  could  be 
found  with  a  large  landed  estate  and  a  coronet  en- 
tailed upon  him,  so  much  the  better ;  if  not,  why 
he  must  be  sought  for  elsewhere.  A  school  or  col- 
lege reputation,  an  able  pamphlet,  a  club  or  county- 
meeting  oration,  pointed  him  out.  The  minister, 
or  the  great  man  who  wished  to  be  the  minister, 
brought  him  into  parliament :  if  he  failed,  he  sank 
into  insignificance ;  if  he  succeeded,  he  worked  for 
his  master  during  a  certain  time,  and  then  became  a 
minister  or  a  great  man  himself.  As  for  the  people, 
he  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  them ;  they  re- 
turned some  jolly  'squire,  who  feasted  them  well,  or 
some  nabob  who  purchased  their  votes.  Under 
such  a  state  of  things,  cheerfully  acquiesced  in,  we 
say,  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that  what  are 
called  "  the  people"  should  have  been  very  much 
plundered  and  very  much  despised.  Were  this  base 
party  spirit  only  banished  from  among  us,  were  all 
party  badges,  watchwords,  and  distinctions,  only 
discarded  for  ever,  were  superior  talent  and  tried 
integrity  but  once  to  become  the  sole  passports 
to'  preferment,  our  social  system  would  then  be 
placed  on  the  very  best  possible  footing.  The  time 
of  so  desirable  a  consummation,  we  hope  and  trust, 
is  not  far  distant;  though  we  are  still  in  the  midst  of 
the  manifold  evils  of  which  the  so-much-lauded 
party  spirit  has  been  the  source,  and  we  must  neces- 
sarily deal  with  matters  as  they  are.     Tory  is  again 
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contending  against  Whig  for  the  mastery,  and  with 
both  the  real  interests  of  the  people  seem,  as  usual, 
to  form  only  a  secondary  consideration.  A  greater 
proof  of  this  cannot  possibly  be  offered  than  in 
the  following  extract  from  a  late  parliamentary  re* 
port: 

"  Mr.  Dawson,  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Lord  Dor- 
ham  to  be  lord  privy  seal,  asked  whether  any  portion  of  the  salary 
due  to  the  noble  lord  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  this  period 
had  been  paid,  or  whether  he  had  made  any  application  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  salary.  He  wished  to  know  the  same  with  respect  to 
the  post-master-general. 

"  Sir  Gkorge  Warrbnder  said,  that  when  the  noble  lord  had 
found  that  his  was  an  efficient  public  office,  he  had  determined  to 
take  the  salary.  When  the  duke  stated  his  determination  not  to 
take  the  salary,  there  was  upon  the  part  of  the  committee  the  gene- 
ral expression  of  an  opinion  that  the  noble  duke,  in  so  doing,  would 
be  unfair  to  the  office.  The  committee  communicated  to  him  that 
he  would  be  doing  great  injustice  to  the  office. 

"  Mr.  J.  Wood  corroborated  the  statement  of  the  honourable 
baronet,  both  with  respect  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  of  Lord 
Durham. 

"  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  Lord  Durham 
had  received  a  regular  salary.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  inteudvd 
also  to  receive  the  whole  of  his  salary.  He  was  sure  that  every 
honourable  member  would  agree  with  him  in  thioking  that  it  was 
not  proper,  because  an  individual  had  a  large  income,  that  he  should 
refuse  his  salary.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  thought  that 
both  his  noble  friends  did  not  judge  right." 

We  can  readily  anticipate  the  surprise  the  public 
must  have  felt  at  the  nonsensical  and  unjust  doctrine 
here  broached  by  the  Whig  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. A  man  in  the  possession  of  a  large  income 
was  doing  injustice  to  an  office  if  he  refused  to  take 
the  salary  pertaining  to  it,  though  such  salary  was 
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drained  from  a  heavily-taxed  people !  But  it  is  really 
wonderful   how  much    a  little   acquaintance  with 
office  will  alter  the  liberal  and  patriotic  opinions  of  a 
man,— even  of  that  boaster  of  economy  and  retrench- 
ment, the  honest-looking  Lord  Althorpe!    When 
Lord  Durham  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  first  ac- 
cepted place,  the  public  heard  much  of  their  high- 
minded  contempt   for  gain,   and  were    told    how 
purely  disinterested  were  jtheir  views  on  entering 
the  public  service.  Time,  however,  proved  that  money 
was  not  altogether  so  offensive  to  these  patriotic 
peers,  and  to  avoid  doing  injustice  to  their  offices, 
they  at  length  consented  (amazing  condescension  I) 
to  receive  their  salaries.    Such  an  act  of  justice  to 
an  office,  which  cannot  be  appreciated  by  the  object, 
is  in  very  bad  taste,  considering  it  is  detrimental  to 
the  public,  who  would  have  felt  grateful  for  a  simi- 
lar regard  to  its  own  interests.    But  the  Duke  of 
Richmond's  conduct  by  no  means  surprised  us :  he 
who  is  only  a  Tory  in  disguise  was  just  the  man  to 
pretend   a   contempt  for  salary  before  he  was  in 
place,  and  to  clutch  at  it  ravenously  the  moment  he 
got  into  power.    Some  persons,  when  he  first  spoke 
of  taking  no  pay,  laughed  at  his  unfitness  for  office, 
and  he  was  strongly  advised  to  resign,  as  he  got 
nothing    but    ridicule  for    his    pains.     His  grace 
heeded  not  this  rebuke,  but  appears  to  have  been 
actuated  by  the  same  feeling  as  the  blind  fiddler,  who 
was  recommended  to  begone,  as  every  one  laughed 
at  him.    "  Hold  thy  peace,"  said  the  fiddler,  "  we 
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shall  have  their  money  presently,  and  thai  we  will 
laugh  at  them.19 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple have  never  been   considered  by  any  ministry, 
however  great  its  pretensions  to  honesty  and  patriot- 
ism.    Added  to  this  lamentable  fact,  an  all-opposing 
and  insuperable  obstacle  has,  for  many  years,  been 
obtruding  itself  on  the  energies  of  the  country, — the 
embarrassing   and    overwhelming    state    secrets. 
These  have  ever  formed  a  paramount  consideration 
with  royalty ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  them  being 
made  public,  the  constitution  has  been  openly  and 
shamelessly  infringed,  morality  and  honesty  set  at 
defiance,  and  the  order  of  society  reversed!    The 
enormous  charges    entailed  on   this    country,    by 
bribing  the  parties  in  possession  of  these  secrets, 
have  been  made  fully  manifest  in  our  preceding 
pages.     Still  it  had  been  utterly  impossible  for  mi- 
nisters to  carry  on  such  a  ruinous  system  of  pecu- 
lation and   crime,  if  they  had  not  contrived  the 
corruption  of  the  people's  representatives.    This  was 
so  effectually  accomplished  by  Pitt,  Liverpool,  Cas- 
tlereagh,  and  Sidmouth,  that  every  law  they  thought 
proper  to  propose,  and  every  supply  of  money  ther 
demanded,  for  whatever  iniquitous  purpose  it  might 
be  required,  was  sure  to  meet  with  the  ready  ac- 
quiescence of  the  House  of  Commons.     Hence  the 
crown  became  a  mighty  host  of  power,  perpetually 
acquiring  an  accession  of  purchased  adherents,  who 
ever  exhibited  the  greatest  readiness  to  accomplish 
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the  unconstitutional   purposes  of  their  abandoned 
employers. 

It  may  here  not  be  improper  succinctly  to  explain 
of  what  materials  this  "  host  of  power"  consisted  at 
the  death  of  George  the  Fourth.  Out  of  the  six 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  who  composed  the  House  of 
Commons,  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  or  nearly 
three-fourths,  were  returned  by  the  influence  or 
nomination  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  peers,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  commoners.  These 
patrons,  by  themselves  or  their  nominees,  necessa- 
rily determined  the  decisions  of  both  houses  of  par- 
liament; and,  consequently,  engrossed  the  whole 
power  of  the  state !  In  the  exercise  of  this  over- 
grown influence,  however,  they  were  happily  a  little 
restrained  by  the  operation  of  public  opinion,  as 
prompted  by  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  sustained 
by  the  trial  by  jury, — both  of  which  they,  in  vain, 
attempted  to  destroy.  This  body  of  boroughmon- 
gers,  as  we  have  shewn,  consisted  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  individuals, — including  lords,  ladies, 
commoners,  lunatics,  and  minors!  They  consti- 
tuted the  oligarchy, — that  selfish  faction  so  un- 
happily familiar  to  the  public  of  the  present  day  by 
the  name  of  the  "  Conservatives,"  or  the  "  Cum- 
berland Club."  Of  this  faction,  so  long  the  keepers 
of  the  now-explained  secrets  of  state,  the  nominal 
ministers  of  the  crown  were,  in  effect,  necessarily 
the  tools  or  agents.  Under  such  a  monstrous  sys- 
tem of  government,  carried  on  for  the  exclusive 
interest  of  the  prevailing  faction,  the  blackest  deeds 
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were  counteflattced  by  men  m  power,  of  the  truth 
of  which  our  volumes  will  furnish  future  generations 
with  abundant  proof.    This  usurpation  of  the  whole 
power  of  the  state  by  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
persons,  however,  was  not  effected  suddenly  ;  it  was 
the  result  of  gradual  encroachments  on  the  right  of 
suffrage  by  a  succession  of  the  votes  of  a  corrupt 
and  venal  House  of  Commons,  commencing  with  the 
septennial  act,  a  little  more  than  a  century  ago.    As 
these  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  individuals  re- 
turned nearly  three-fourths  of  the  Lower  House,  and 
constituted  a  majority  in  the  Upper,  their  influence 
Was  supreme  in   both.     To  the  one  hundred  and 
forty -four  peers  who  influenced  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  added  the  whole  tribe  of  the  unchristian- 
like  and  ostentatious  bishops,  who,  almost  to  a  man, 
voted  with  the  oligarchial  members,  in   hopes  of 
coming  in  for  a  share  of  the  "  loaves  and  fishes." 
From   this,   it  is  almost  impossible  to  say   which 
house  of  parliament  was  most  corrupt  of  the  two. 
Hence  arose  the  incessant  attempts  to  abridge  the 
rights  and  liberties    of  the    people,    through  the 
forms  of  the  constitution.     The  independence  of 
parliament  became  words  of  contempt  to  all  who 
knew  the  secret  spring  of  their  automaton  move- 
ments.     But,   independent  of  corruption,  another 
grievous  cause  of  complaint  exists  in  the  Upper 
House.    It  has  been   frequently  proved  that  both 
idiots  and  lunatics  have  exercised  their  "  here* 
ditary"  right  of  assisting  in  the  making  of  British 
laws!!!    We  also  lately  observed,    in  the  farewell 


247 

address  of  Lord  Stanley,  who  is  heir  to  a  peerage, 
the  reason  assigned  to  his  constituents  for  with- 
drawing from  the  House  of  Commons  was,  "  the 
rapid  growth  of  an  infirmity  under  which  he  has  long 
laboured,"  That  infirmity  is  deafness;  and  here 
arises  a  curious  question :  if  his  lordship's  infirmity 
disqualify  him  from  sitting  in  a  house  whose  func- 
tions are  legislatorial,  how  can  he  be  qualified  for  a 
seat  in  a  house  which  is  both  legislatorial  and 
judicial  ?  If  his  lordship's  deafness  unfit  him  to  be 
a  maker  of  laws,  how  can  he,  when  he  becomes  a 
member  of  the  Upper  House,  be  fit  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  both  of  legislator  and  judge, — 
hearing,  in  the  latter  case,  being  more  indispen- 
sable than  in  the  former?  How  injurious  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  legitimate  descent  of  wisdom !  A 
member  of  the  Lower  House  becomes  deaf,  like 
Lord  Stanley,  or  an  idiot,  like  some  scores  of  mem- 
bers who  shall  be  nameless,  and  therefore  unfit  for 
the  duties  of  legislation  there;  but  if  he  happen  to 
be  the  heir  to  a  peerage,  the  death  of  a  father  makes 
the  deaf  to  hear,  and  imbues  the  idiot  with  intellect ; 
and  he  is  in  a  moment  fitted  not  only  for  legisla- 
torial but  for  judicial  functions !  How  much  longer 
will  the  people  tolerate  such  "  hereditary"  pri- 
vileges ?  But.  even  from  the  dawn  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  the  lesson  which  Napoleon  gave  to 
tyrants,  the  oligarchy  and  the  people  have  main- 
tained a  constant  and  increasing  struggle ;  and  the 
year  1832  has  plainly  proclaimed  to  which  party 
the  victory  will  be  ultimately  awarded. 
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From  such  an  unconstitutional  state  of  things  as 
we  have  here  briefly  described,  Englishmen  may 
account  for  the  unjust  wars  which  have  overwhelmed 
them  with  debt,  poverty,  and  taxes,  in  order  to 
retard  the  progress  of  liberty,  and  stultify  the  human 
intellect.  In  what  a  miserable  plight  did  such  wars 
leave  this  vast  island,  covered  as  she  once  was  with 
the  gorgeous  mantle  of  successful  agriculture !  They 
left  her  "with  Industry  in  rags,  and  Patience  in 
despair :  the  merchant  without  a  ledger,  the  shops 
without  a  customer,  the  Exchange  deserted,  and 
the  Gazette  crowded."  Let  us  inquire  for  what 
purposes  these  wars  were  so  obstinately  maintained. 
Were  they  for  the  benefit  of  Europe  ? — for  the  hap- 
piness of  mankind? — for  the  strengthening  of 
liberty  ? — for  the  improvement  of  politics  and  phi- 
losophy ?  Alas !  no.  But,  by  these  long  and  bloody 
wars,  England  has  compelled  the  millions  in  Ame- 
rica to  manufacture  for  themselves,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Continent  to  do  the  same,  to  the  mani- 
fest injury  of  our  own  artizans.  Besides  this  im- 
policy, the  American  war,  from  1776  to  1782,  cost 
this  country  two  thousand,  two  hundred,  and  se- 
venty millions,  and  a  half.  The  fleet  alone,  in 
1779,  created  an  expense  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  millions.  During  the  crusade  against  French 
liberty,  our  national  debt  was  increased  from  two 
hundred  millions  to  nine  hundred  millions,  and  the 
interest  from  nine  to  forty-five  millions  per  annum. 
And  what  was  the  object  to  be  obtained  by  this  war  ? 
To  save  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  and  to  check  that 
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spirit  of  propagandist!),  announced  in  the  French 
Chamber,  from  being  formidably  maintained  and 
spread  by  the  troops  of  France.  To  effect  this, 
England  took  up  arms  when  Louis  the  Sixteenth 
had  gone  to  his  ancestors,  and  when  the  Republican 
armies,  flushed  with  victory,  and  threatened  with 
the  guillotine  in  the  event  of  defeat,  were  become, 
from  raw  recruits,  desperate  and  veteran  soldiers. 
We  reserved  our  defence  of  the  monarch  till  he  had 
perished  on  the  scaffold,— our  defence  of  the  mo- 
narchy till  the  French  Republic  was  declared  "a 
besieged  city,  and  France  a  vast  camp !"  Then  we 
commenced  a  war  with  allies  who  were  become 
anxious  for  peace,  and  who,  in  taking  our  money, 
reserved  it  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  campaign  they 
had  finished,  without  any  consideration  for  the  vio- 
lent inclination  for  fighting  which  we  had  just  been 
seized  with.  This  was  the  policy  which  Mr.  Pitt 
asked  Mr.  Canning  if  he  approved  of;  this  was  the 
policy  which  Mr.  Canning  came  into  parliament  to 
defend,  and  which  he  did  defend  on  every  occasion, 
and  which  he  always  boasted  having  defended  to  his 
dying  day !  But  it  is  only  a  person  well  acquainted 
with  the  House  of  Commons  at  this  period  who 
could  believe  that  Mr.  Canning's  defence  of  such 
ministerial  imbecility  received  enthusiastic  applause ! 
There  never  was  a  collection  of  more  glaring  con- 
tradictions, more  gaudy  sophisms,  than  the  youthful 
orator's  declamatory  harangue.  The  war  was  to  be 
pursued  because  we  were  victorious ;  peace  was  to 
be  refused  on  account  of  the  successes  of  the  enemy; 
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France  was  too  weak  to  be  respected, — too  formid- 
able not  to  be  opposed !  As  for  the  sums  we  were 
expending,  they  were  insignificant  when  compared 
with  the  objects  we  had  in  view.  Our  ancestors, 
whose  immaculate  wisdom  Mr.  Canning  was  at  that 
time  so  fond  of  citing,  would  certainly  have  been 
astonished  to  find  that  those  objects  were  the  re- 
establishment  of  Spain  in  its  ancient  power,  and  the 
subjugation  of  Rome  to  the  authority  of  the  Pope! 
The  heart  of  any  reflecting  man  must  burn  within 
him  when  he  thinks  that  a  sanguinary  war  was  un- 
dertaken for  the  purpose  of  forcing  France  out  of 
her  undoubted  right  of  choosing  her  own  mo- 
narch,— a  war  which  uprooted  the  very  foundation 
of  the  English  constitution,  which  declared  tyranny 
eternal,  and  announced  to  the  people,  amidst  the 
thunder  of  artillery,  that,  no  matter  how  aggrieved, 
their  only  allowable  attitude  was  that  of  supplication, 
which,  when  it  told  the  French  reformer  of  1793 
that  his  defeat  was  just,  told  the  British  reformer  of 
1688  his  triumphal  revolution  was  treason,  forget- 
ting that  OUR   KING   HIMSELF  WAS  THE   CREATURE  OF 

that  revolution  !  After  an  immense  loss  of  life 
and  treasure,  the  Bourbons  were,  for  a  time,  re* 
stored  to  the  throne  of  France,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  French  peo- 
ple; for  the  Bourbons  had  proved-  themselves 
incapable  of  learning  Mercy  from  Misfortune,  or 
Wisdom  from  Experience.  Vindictive  in  prosperity, 
servile  in  defeat,  timid  in  the  field,  vacillating  in  the 
cabinet,  their  very  name  had  become  odious  to  the 
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ears  of  a  Frenchman,  and  Napoleon  had  only  to 
present  himself  to  ensure  their  precipitate  flight. 
The  downfall  of  that  great  man,  who  shed  a  splen- 
dour around  royalty  unknown  to  it  before,  will  ever 
*  be  regretted  by  the  majority  of  the  French  people, 
though  British  ministers  have  classed  the  unhallowed 
act  in  the  list  of  their  achievements !  By  the  same 
tyrannical  means,  a  prince  was  restored  to  Portugal, 
who,  when  his  dominions  were  invaded,  his  people 
distracted,  his  crown  in  danger,  and  all  that  could 
interest  the  highest  energies  of  man  at  issue,  left 
his  cause  to  be  combatted  by  foreigners,  and  fled, 
with  cowardly  precipitation,  to  claim  the  shameful 
protection  of  Lord  Castlereagh  and  his  junta !  A 
wretch  was  also  restored  to  unhappy  Spain,  in  the 
person  of  the  "beloved"  Ferdinand,  who  filled  his 
dungeons  and  fed  his  rack  with  the  heroic  remnant 
that  had  braved  war,  famine,  and  massacre  beneath 
his  banners, — who  rewarded  Patriotism  with  a  pri- 
son, Fidelity  with  torture,  Heroism  with  the  scaffold, 
and  Piety  with  the  inquisition  !  The  royal  monster 
proclaimed  his  humanity  by  the  number  of  his 
death-warrants,  and  his  religious  zeal  by  embroider- 
ing petticoats  for  the  blessed  virgin!  Such  were 
the  three  dynasties  restored  by  these  cruel  wars. 
As  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  how  has  it  been  amelio- 
rated?— what  solitary  benefit  have  the  "  deliverers " 
conferred  ?  If  we  look  back  to  Lord  Castlereagh *s 
treaties  of  1814  and  1815,  we  shall  there  find  that 
the  states  of  the  feeble  were  given  to  the  powerful, 
and  guarantees  made  to  preserve  the  institutions  of 
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every  former  tyranny.  Saxony,  Genoa,  Norway, 
and,  above  all,  unhappy  Poland, — that  speaking  mo- 
nument of  regal  murder  and  "  legitimate"  robbery, 
furnish  a  lamentable  illustration  of  the  cruel  injus- 
tice of  these  treaties.  Italy  was  also  parcelled  out 
to  temporizing  Austria,  and  Prussia,  after  fruitless 
toil  and  wreathless  triumphs,  was  mocked  with  the 
promise  of  a  visionary  constitution  ;  while  England 
was  left,  eaten  by  the  cancer  of  an  incurable  debt, 
exhausted  by  poor  rates,  supporting  a  "  civil"  list 
of  near  a  million  and  a  half  annually,  guarded  by 
an  unconstitutional  standing  army,  misrepresented 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  mocked  with  a  military 
peace,  and  girt  with  the  fortifications  of  a  war  es- 
tablishment!!! This,  frightful  as  the  picture  may 
appear,  is  but  an  outline  of  the  miseries  that  have 
been  produced  by  our  long  and  sanguinary  wars, 
undertaken  to  protect  the  monster  of  legitimacy, 
and  to  crush  the  rising  liberties  of  an  enlightened 
people !  These  are  the  "  achievements"  for  which 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  received  his  title  and  his 
enormous  wealth,  and  for  which  he  unblushingiy 
claims  the  gratitude  of  Englishmen ! ! ! 

While  all  this  misery  was  being  accomplished 
abroad,  how  were  our  ministers  employed  at  home  ? 
Why,  in  feeding  the  bloated  mammoth  of  sinecure, 
in  weighing  the  farthings  of  some  poor  clerk's  salary, 
in  preparing  Ireland  for  a  garrison,  and  England  for 
a  poor-house, — in  furnishing  means  for  their  spend- 
thrift master  to  erect  Chinese  palaces,  to  decorate 
dragoons  with  his  "  tasteful"  inventions,  to  purchase 
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gold  and  silver  baubles,,  and  to  load  his  mistresses 
and  his  minions  with  the  produce  of  the  people's 
industry !    We  had  also,  at  this  period,  a  "  saint" 
in  the  Exchequer,  who  studied  Scripture  for  some 
purpose :  the  famishing  people  cried  out  for  bread* 
and  the  pious  Vansittart  gave  them  stones  I     But 
the  idea  that  a  man  like  Vansittart  should  entail  a 
debt  of  above  four  hundred  millions  of  pounds  on 
the  country;  the  idea  that  "  the  least,  the  meanest" 
of  the  Pitt  tribe  should  make  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  vote  that  the  Bank  note,  worth  twenty  worn 
shillings,    was    as  valuable    as   the   guinea  worth 
twenty -seven  good  ones,  will  hardly  be  credited  by 
future  generations.     The  weakest  man  that  ever 
held  office  under  a  crown  may  well  boast  that  he  re- 
duced the  parliament  of  England  to  the  lowest 
degradation,   to  the  most  abject  servility,    that  a 
public  assembly  of  gentlemen  was  ever  trodden  to. 
Yet,  strange  as  it  must  appear,  it  was  for  such  ser- 
vices that  this  same  Vansittart  was  created — a  lord!! 
Lord  Bexley  was  consequently  sent  to  the  "  Upper 
House,"  as  a  proof  of  the  high  approbation  in  which 
his  talents  were  held  by  his  admiring  master !     In 
that  situation,  he  has  since  zealously  exerted  him- 
self to  preserve  every  existing  abuse,  and  his  ill- 
acquired  title  has  ever  figured  in  the  list  of  those 
who  vote  against  the  people. 

To  keep  up  such  an  iniquitous  state  of  af&irs,  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  persecute  those  who  strug- 
gled to  bring  back  the  constitution  to  its  original 
principles.  Hence  the  employment  of  spies  and  in- 
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formers;  hence  systematic  massacre,  imprisonment, 
and  cruelty;  hence  the  regular  manufacture  of 
forged  seditious  placards  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
a  pretext  for  the  military  execution  against  the  re- 
formers at  Manchester  and  elsewhere;  and  hence,  for 
such  atrocities  could  happen  under  no  other  system 
upon  earth,  the  murders,  the  cold-blooded  mur- 
ders, recorded  in  our  preceding  pages. 

Even  the  most  superficial  observer  must  be  con- 
vinced that  our  country  has  long  been  gradually 
degenerating  from  its  greatness,  that  the  most  fic- 
titious and  speculative  means  have  uniformly  been 
devised  to  prop  her  exchequer,  and  that  the  most 
plausible,  though,  to  many,  unintelligible,  pleas  ad- 
vanced for  introducing  new  taxes  and  new  laws  of 
an  arbitrary  description,  tending  to  abridge  the  civil 
liberties   and  paralyze  the  energies  of  the  people. 
These,  however,  have  eventually  failed  of  produc- 
ing their  desired  end.     Despotism,   and  the  total 
thraldom  of  the  mind,  Providence  will  never  allow  to 
be  the  destiny  of  generous  and  noble-minded  Eng- 
lishmen,— at  least  for  any  length  of  time.     An  arbi- 
trary use  of  power  naturally  leads  to  extremes,  and 
these  extremes  eventually  to  a  crisis,  opening  the 
door  of  dissatisfaction  and  inquiry,  where  a  stand 
must  be  made,   rescinding  every  possibility  either 
of  proceeding  or  of  retreating.      Is  not  such  our 
present  political  situation  ?  And  whence,  let  us  again 
inquire,  arises  this  state  of  affairs  ?    Surely  not  to  be 
ascribed  to  a  turbulent  disposition  or  a  moral  dege- 
neracy of  the  working  classes.   It  is  the  grossest  de- 
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ceit  and  hypocrisy,  not  to  say  the  most  audacious 
and  ungrateful  calumny,  to  stigmatize  them  with 
such  opprobrium  ;  for  never  were  any  people  more 
injured,  more  oppressed,  nor  more  insulted,  than 
were  the  tax-payers  of  England  during  the  last  two 
reigns !  Ministers  have  too  long  imposed  upon  the 
credulity  of  the  timid,  by  describing  every  riotous 
proceeding  as  the  natural  consequence  of  the  pro* 
gress  of  liberal  opinions.  The  excesses  of  a  few 
rioters,  who  most  probably  knew  not  the  extent  of 
the  mischief  they  were  doing,  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  people  generally.  Such  accusations 
are  a  gross  libel  on  the  peaceable  spirit  of  English- 
men, and  are  only  used  by  corrupt  and  designing 
men  to  raise  an  alarm  against  liberty  ;  for  mischief  of 
this  kind  may  be  attributed,  with  more  certainty,  to 
the  cowardice,  folly,  and  wickedness  of  certain 
public  functionaries,  liberally  paid  to  prevent  such 
disgraceful  exhibitions.  But  the  "  church  and 
state"  men  have  never  failed  to  turn  riots  to  th$ 
illustration  of  their  own  injurious  theory.  "  See!" 
cry  they,  exulting  over  the  scene,  "  the  effects  of 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  people!"  Yet  the  people,—* 
that  is,  the  grand  mass  of  the  community, — were 
not  at  all  concerned  in  effecting  the  mischief,  for 
who  beside  such  libellers  would  call  an  assemblage 
of  all  the  refuse  of  society — the  people  ?  The  first 
irregularities  at  Bristol,  for  instance,  might  have 
been  suppressed  by  the  slightest  exertion  of  manly 
spirit ;  or,  indeed,  that  destructive  riot  had  never 
commenced  but  for  the  headstrong  or  cowardly,  (we 
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hardly  know  which  to  call  it)  conduct  of  Sir  Charles 
Wetherell,  who  openty  declared  that  he  would  insult 
the  Bristol  people  with  his  detested  person,  **  if  a 
cannon  forced  his  entrance !"  Did  not  the  Tories, 
then,  we  ask,  both  create  and  feed  the  riots  at  Bristol, 
for  the  purpose  of  frightening  the  people  from  re* 
form  ?  The  people  at  large,  we  say,  ought  not  to  be 
blamed  for  such  events  ;  the  whole  of  the  culpability 
belongs  to  the  aiders  and  abettors  of  them,  and  the 
appointed  ministers  of  the  law,  in  whom  the  people 
trust,  but  have  mostly  been  deceived.  This  blame, 
however,  has  always  been  laid  to  the  people,  while 
all  men  of  arbitrary  principles  rejoice  at  the  calamity, 
as  an  auspicious  event,  confirming  all  their  theories, 
and  justifying  their  practice!  But  these  have  been 
some  of  the  murderous  means  employed  to  augment 
and  continue  the  political  torpor  of  the  people  of 
England  for  the  last  sixty  years.  When  any  appeal 
to  the  people  was  in  agitation  on  the  subject  of  li- 
berty, it  was  sufficient  for  Pitt,  Liverpool,  Castle- 
reagh,  Canning,  Sidmouth,  or  any  of  their  minions, 
to  exclaim,  "  Remember  the  riots !"  and  the  in- 
tended  measure  was  sure  to  be  relinquished  imme- 
diately, when  these  despotic  ministers  chuckled  over 
the  success  of  their  scheme,  as  though  they  had 
gained  the  most  splendid  victory.  The  excesses  of 
the  French  revolution  in  1793  were  peculiarly  grate- 
ful to  the  friends  of  tyranny  in  England.  While 
the  patriot  wept,  the  factor  of  despotism  triumph- 
antly shouted,  "  Here  is  another  instance  of  the 
people's  unfitness  to  possess  power,  and  the  mis- 
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chievous  effects  of  excessive  liberty!"  Every  art 
which  ingenuity  could  practise,  and  influence  assist 
in  its  operation,  was  exerted  to  vilify  and  misrepre- 
sent the  real  design  of  the  French  revolution.  From . 
this  moment,  persecutions  were  vigorously  com- 
menced against  patriotism,  and  it  became  sedition  to 
hint  at  parliamentary  reform,— the  root  of  the  peo- 
ple's grievances.  Never,  since  the  expulsion  of 
the  Stuarts,  were  such  vigorous  laws  enforced, — 
never  before  did  Pitt  so  exult  in  the  downfall  of 
liberty.  He  and  his  followers  no  longer  skulked,  no 
longer  walked  in  masquerade.  They  boasted  of  their 
principles,  and  claimed  the  honour  of  being  the  only 
friends  to  law,  order,  and  religion !  They  talked 
of  the  English  laws  being  too  lenient  for  the  punish- 
ment of  sedition,  and  the  acts  consequently  intro- 
duced for  its  more  effectual  suppression  were  made 
agreeable  to  the  most  refined  notions  of  despotism. 
The  clergy  now  stood  forward  in  their  pulpits,  and 
preached,  not  the  word  of  God,  but  that  doctrine 
which  led  the  nearest  way  to  promotion,  while  many 
other  needy  and  avaricious  men  wrote  in  favour  of 
an  arbitrary  government.  Thus  fear  in  the  well- 
meaning,  self-interest  in  the  knavish,  and  systematic 
subtlety  among  the  state-secret  keepers,  caused  a 
general  uproar  in  favour  of  principles  and  practices 
at  variance  with  constitutional  liberty,  and  invested 
the  reigning  prince  and  his  mother  with  all  but  ab- 
solute power.  How  zealously  they  took  advantage 
of  this  state  of  alarm,  our  volumes  fully  explain. 
The  friends  of  humanity,  however,  have  now  cause 
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to  rejoice  that  the  film  of  deception  is  rapidly  dis- 
appearing from  before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and 
that  such  panic  fears,  servile  sycophantism,  and 
artful  bigotry,  can  no  longer  prevail  over  cool 
reason  and  liberal  philanthropy.  Such  a  feverish 
delirium  has  passed  away,  and  sober  sense  perceives 
the  necessity  of  destroying  the  destructive  power 
which  held  so  baneful  a  sway  over  English  liberty 
during  the  last  two  reigns. 

Let  our  readers  also  not  forget  the  part  which  the 
"  established  church"  acted  during  this  long  period 
of  misrule.  How  many  of  its  ministers  sacrificed 
principle  and  honesty  for  the  pleasure  of  basking  in 
the  sunshine  of  the  vicious  court !  Gold  was  the 
only  god  they  worshipped,  and  the  political  creed  of 
tyrants  the  only  testament  they  read.  Ministerial 
imbecility  could  always  reckon  upon  their  "  holy" 
services,  and,  in  proportion  to  the  callousness  and 
hypocrisy  displayed,  they  were  rewarded  with 
bishopricks,  deaneries,  and  other  such  well-paid 
offices,— the  duties  of  which  they  allowed  their 
poorer  brethren  to  perform  at  wages  something  less 
than  a  common  labourer.  It  is  indeed  hardly  to  be 
credited  that  in  haughty  England,  who  held  up  her 
episcopal  head  so  pompously  during  the  reigns  of 
which  we  are  speaking, — in  this  very  country  which 
groaned,  and  is  still  groaning,  beneath  the  over- 
whelming  expenses  of  keeping  up  a  church  establish* 
ment,— that  the  real  "  labourers  in  the  vineyard* 
were  paid  so  scantily,  that  their  wages,  in  thousands 
of  instances,  did  not  amount  to  those  of  a  journey- 
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man  mechanic!  Yes,  in  the  very  heart  of  this 
metropolis  were  to  be  found  men,  on  whom  the 
fond  and  foolish  ambition  of  their  parents  had  been 
exhausted  in  bringing  them  up  in  this  profession, 
who  possessed  learning  and  intellectual  refinement, 
starving  in  back  attics,  in  filthy  courts  and  alleys. 
This  miserable  state  of  the  working  clergy  was  not 
confined  to  London  alone.  In  many  parts  of  this 
country  (Wales  in  particular)  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  a  clergyman,  with  seven  children,  to  do 
duty  for  two  parishes,  at  only  ten  pounds  a  year 
each !  And  we  ourselves  are  acquainted  with  a 
gentleman,  sixty-four  years  of  age,  who  was  in  the 
church  more  than  forty  years,  receiving  no  sort  of 
promotion  during  the  whole  of  that  long  period,  be- 
cause he  entertained  what  are  termed  "  liberal 
principles,"  and  who  has  lately  been  obliged  to 
retire  from  his  scanty  pittance,  and  throw  himself 
on  the  generosity  of  his  friends  for  a  living  in  his 
old  age. 

Let  us  now  take  a  glance  at  the  drones  of  the 
hive, — the  men  who  have  ever  shewn  a  peculiar 
readiness  to  make  themselves  a  promotion-ladder  out 
of  the  wreck  of  their  country's  liberties.  The  in- 
come of  an  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  exclusive  of 
patronage  and  other  valuable  emoluments,  is  thirty 
thousand  pounds.  Most  of  the  bishops  are  also 
paid,  if  not  quite  so  extravagantly,  in  a  degree 
amply  sufficient  to  keep  his  grace  in  countenance. 
Many  beneficed  clergymen,  particularly  the  younger 
sons  and  brothers  of  our  aristocracy,  who  arte  not 
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dignitaries  of  the  church,  by  holding  a  plurality  of 
livings,  drain  the  country  of  incomes,  varying  from 
■five  thousand  to  twelve  thousand  pounds  a  year 
each.  And  yet  these  men  neither  distinguish 
.themselves  (although,  as  in  every  large  class  of 
-society,  there  are  honourable  and  favourable  ex- 
ceptions) either  for  their  grace,  learning,  or  piety, — 
the  only  qualification  which  they  possess  being  the 
son,  brother,  nephew,  or  cousin  of  a  peer,  or  com* 
moner  possessed  of  parliamentary  influence. 

A  very  able  article  lately  appeared  in  "  Black- 
wood's Magazine,"  setting  forth  the  abuses  here 
alluded  to  in  such  a  clear  and  bold  manner,  that 
we  cannot  refrain  from  making  the  following  extract 
from  it: 

"  The  trusts  of  the  church  are  admitted  to  be, 
and  used  as,  patronage  in  the  most  vulgar  and  cor- 
rupt sense  of  the  term ;  and  the  minister  of  state 
who  bestows  them  regularly  does  it  to  enrich  his 
connexions,  reward  his  adherents,  or  bribe  his  op- 
ponents. Why  is  this  man  made  a  bishop?  He 
has  been  tutor  in  one  noble  family  or  is  connected 
by  blood  with  another,  or  he  enjoys  the  patronage 
of  some  polluted  female  favourite  of  royalty,  or  he 
is  the  near  relative  of  a  minister,  or  at  the  nod 
of  the  premier,  or  he  has  been  a  traitor  to  the 
church  in  a  matter  affecting  her  existence.  Why 
is  this  man  made  a  dean  ?  He  has  married  a  rela- 
tive of  the  home  secretary,  or  he  is  a  turn-coat, 
who  has  joined  the  enemies  of  the  church  in  the  des- 
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truction  of  her  securities,  or  it  is  riecessary  to  pre-! 
serve  some  powerful  family  from  going  into  the 
opposition.  Why  is  this  stripling  invested  with  an 
important  dignity  in  the  church  ?  He  is  an  illegiti- 
mate son  of  a  member  of  the  royal  family,  or  he  is 
the  same  to  some  nobleman,  or  he  belongs  to  'a 
family,  which  in  consideration  of  it  will  give  the 
ministry  a  certain  number  of  votes  in  parliament. 
And  why  is  this  man  endowed  with  a  valuable  be- 
nefice ?  He  has  potent  interest,  or  it  will  prevent 
him  from  giving  farther  opposition  to  measures  for 
injuring  the  church,  or  he  has  voted  at  an  election 
for  a  ministerial  candidate,  or  his  connexions  have 
much  electioneering  influence,  or  he  is  a  political 
tool  of  the  ministry.  At  the  contest  for  the  univer- 
sity of  Oxford,  which  expelled  Sir  Robert  Peel,  it 
was  generally  asserted,  that  certain  members  of  the 
ministry  used  every  effort  to  gain  votes  for  him  by 
offers  of  church  preferment;  or,  in  other  words, 
they  used  the  property  of  the  church  as  bribes  to  in- 
duce the  clergy  to  support  the  assailant  of  her  se- 
curities against  the  defender  of  them.  After  the 
carrying  of  the  catholic  question,  the  preferments, 
which  fell  into  the  hands  of  some  of  the  apostate 
bishops  or  their  connexions,  proved  that  these  men 
had  been  bought  with  their  own  property  to  turn 
their  sacrilegious  hands  upon  her.  The  disposal  of 
what  is  called  church  patronage  in  this  manner  is 
not  the  exception,  but  the  rule ;  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  secrecy,  or  one  that  escapes  public  observation ; 
it  is  looked  on  as  a  thing  of  course ;  and  so  far  has 
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this  monstrous  abuse  been  sanctffied'by  custom,  that 
while  no  one  expects  to  see  a  vacancy  in  the  church 
filled  according  to  its  merit,  the  filling  of  it  in  the 
most  profligate  way  scarcely  provokes  reprobation. 

"Let  us  now  look  at  those  appointments  in  the 
chnrch  which  are  not  in  the  hands  of  government 
A  great  number  of  livings  are  private  property. 
On  what  principle  are  they  disposed  of?  The 
owners  fill  them  without  the  least  regard  for  qualifi- 
cation ;  they  practically  give  them  to  their  relations 
while  yet  in  the  womb  or  the  cradle,  and  these  rela- 
tives enter  into  orders  from  no  other  reason  than  to 
enjoy  them  as  private  fortunes;  or  clergymen  and 
others  buy  such  livings  solely  for  private  benefit. 
In  the  appointment  of  curates,  those  are  chosen 
who  are  cheapest,  the  least  formidable  as  rivals, 
and,  in  consequence,  the  most  disqualified;  care 
for  the  interests  of  the  church  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

"  Then  in  the  general  appointment  of  the  func- 
tionaries of  the  church,  whether  it  rest  with  the  go- 
vernment or  individuals,  qualification  is  disregarded. 
These  are  some  of  the  inevitable  consequences :— 1st. 
The  office  of  clergyman  is  sought  by  the  very  last 
people  who  ought  to  receive  it.  However  brainless  or 
profligate  a  youth  may  be,  he  still  must  enter  into 
holy  orders,  because  his  friends  have  property  or  in- 
terest in  the  church ;  perhaps  they  select  him  for  it 
in  preference  to  his  brothers,  because  he  happens  to 
be  the  dunce  of  the  family.  2ndly.  The  system 
directly  operates,  not  only  to  keep  ability  and  piety 
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at  the  lowest  point  amidst  the  clergy,  but  to  render 
that  portion  of  them  which  may  be  forced  into  or- 
ders useless  to  the  church.  3rdly.  The  clergy  and 
laity  are  separated  from  and  arranged  against  each 
other.  The  minister  has  no  interest  in  conciliating; 
preserving,  and  increasing  the  flock;  its  favour 
cannot  benefit,  and  its  hostility  cannot  injure,  him. 
To  give  all  this  the  most  comprehensive  powers  of 
mischief,  almost  any  man  may,  so  far  as  concerns 
ability  and  character,  gain  admission  into  holy 
orders.  A  clergyman  may  be  destitute  of  religious 
feelings,  he  may  be  grossly  immoral,  he  may  dis* 
charge  his  duties  in  the  most  incompetent  manner, 
and  lose  his  flock;  he  may  do  almost  any  thing  short ■ 
of  legal  crime,  and  still  he  will  neither  forfeit  his 
Jiving,  nor  draw  on  himself  any  punishment." 

All  unbiassed  individuals  must  acknowledge  the 
likeness  of  the  picture  here  drawn,  notwithstanding 
the  high  Tory  quarter  from  which  it  is  painted. 
We  are  willing  to  acknowledge  that  these  abuses 
have  been  practised  ever  since  the  unholy  alliance 
between  church  and  state ;  but  they  were  certainly 
carried  to  a  greater  extent  in  the  last  two  reigns 
than  previously  known.  The  whole  church-system, 
indeed,  presented  this  anomalous,  inconsistent,  but 
distinguishing  feature:  while  the  country  was 
drained  for  its  support,  the  actual  working  clergy, 
as  we  have  shewn,  were  paid  as  the  most  degraded 
parish  hacks;  when  the  enormous  revenue  which 
the  system  produced,  and  which  was  amply  suffi- 
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eient  to  support  the  whole,  by  a  proper  equaliza- 
tion, in  comfort  and  respectability,  was  swallowed 
lip  by  a  few  court-sycophants,  who  were  pampered 
by  the  very  excess  produced  by  the  starvation  and 
degradation  of  their  less  fortunate  (or  more  con- 
scientious?) brethren!  Little  serious  amendment 
in  the  particulars  here  complained  of,  however,  can 
be  reasonably  expected,  till  this  all-corrupting  and 
derogatory  alliance  of  God  and  mammon  shall  be 
severed ;  for  never  have  we  so  much  cause  for  fear 
as  when  the  enemies  of  public  freedom  are  con- 
cealed  under  the  garb  of  sanctity.  The  spiritual 
peers  themselves  seem  fully  determined  to  hasten 
this  "consummation  so  devoutly  to  be  wished;0 
for  they  must  have  but  little  foresight  if  they 
cannot  see  that  their  mad  opposition  to  the  wishes 
of  a  united  and  determined  people  will,  ere  long, 
bring  their  already  dilapidated  building  about  their 
own  ears. 

Every  person  who  will  not  abjectly  resign  his 
common  understanding,  and  will  bend  his  mind  to 
investigate,  impartially,  what  has  been  passing 
ever  since  the  landing  of  Queen  Charlotte  upon  our 
shores,  must  be  satisfied  of  the  bitter  provocations 
.which  the  British  public  have  received, — the  indig- 
nation arising  from  which  has  now  burst  forth,  never 
to  subside  till  some  reparation  be  made.  There  are 
appointed  limits  to  every  evil ;  there  are  periods 
when  things  must  reach  their  utmost  boundary; 
when  even  forbearance  becomes  a  crime.  Such  has 
been  the  issue  of  the  long-concealed  mysteries  of 
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state  Englishmen,  we  trust,  will  no  more  tolerate 
tyrannous  power,  murderous  injustice,  and  oppres- 
sive enactments.  The  march  of  intellect  has  pro- 
claimed her  inquisitorial  privileges ;  the  enlightened 
understanding  of  the  people  of  1832  have  dis- 
covered, to  the  utter  dismay  of  tyranny,  that  no 
satisfactory  reason  can  be  assigned  for  the  enormous 
load  of  taxation  with  which  they  have  so  long  been 
oppressed.  The  discovery  is  now  made,  that  there 
is  no  justice  for  the  poor  man,  or  man  of  inferior 
grade ;  but  that  all  enactments  have  been  scrupu- 
lously made  in  favour  of  the  rich  and  the  great. 
Impunity  has  been  their  privilege,  while  the  mass  of 
the  community  were  forced  to  subscribe  to  the 
bitter  penalty.  Times  have  been,  we  are  sorry  to 
say,  when  even  murder,  if  committed  by  rank, 
might  be  glossed  over  by  a  privy  council,  while  the 
poor  man,  agonized  by  the  reflections  of  his  own 
accusing  mind,  was  coldly,  and  even  with  asperity, 
consigned  to  the  gallows !  The  lady  of  rank, — even 
of  the  highest, — might  have  an  illegitimate  offspring, 
and  secretly  hide  her  shame  by  consigning  it  to  an 
asylum  ;  but  the  poor  woman,  who  had  strayed 
from  the  path  of  virtue,  through  poverty,  must  be 
confronted  with  the  moralizing,  austere,  brow-beat* 
ing,  clerical  magistrate,  reproached  for  her  unfor- 
tunate lapse  from  rectitude,  and  be  committed  to 
the  treadmill !  Such  an  unequal  administration  of 
justice,  we  repeat,  has  been ;  but  God  grant  that  it 
may  never  occur  again ! 
The  present  emancipation  of  the  human  mind 


266 

from  ignorance  and  vassalage,  through  the  medium 
of  dauntless  and  cheap  publications,  has  discovered  to 
all  classes  of  the  community  that  the  administration 
of  our  national  affairs  have  never  been  satisfactorily 
explained ;  that  all  has  been  artifice  and  delusion ; 
that  the  rulers  of  the  country  have  assumed  to 
themselves  an  extraordinary  stretch  of  power, — a 
power  above  law, — employing  the  country's  revenues 
in  enriching  themselves,  corrupting  the  sources  of 
justice,  and  plotting  schemes  against  the  happiness 
of  mankind  generally.  Hence,  the  people,  weary 
of  their  burdens,  with  no  prospect  presented  to 
them  of  having  their  condition  ameliorated  by  their 
rulers,  and  disgusted  with  those  who  have  so  con- 
stantly deluded  and  insulted  them,  have  at  last 
been  goaded  into  the  exhibition  of  a  determined 
spirit  no  longer  to  submit  their  privileges  and  their 
liberties  to  such  a  state  of  misrule.  They  have, 
indeed,  as  if  with  one  accord,  protested  against  all 
further  fraud,  imposition,  and  slavery.  They  are 
determined  to  have  a  parliament  of  their  own  se- 
lecting, and  to  demand  that  the  principles  and 
legitimate  rights  of  the  British  constitution  be  re- 
stored to  their  pristine  vigour. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  inquire,  "  Who  and 
what  are  they  that  have  so  long  opposed  the  just 
rights  of  the  people  ?"  Is  there  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Lords  who  has  been  elevated  to  the  peer- 
age for  the  last  sixty  years  and  upwards,  excepting 
some  few  individuals  in  the  army  and  navy,  who 
does  not  owe  his  wealth  and  title  to  his  weight, 
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the  corruption  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  for 
some  courtly  servility  or  secret  crime  committed  to 
pamper  the  self-love,  or  to  gratify  the  vindictive 
feelings,  of  their  royal  patrons  ?  Let  the  facts  re- 
corded in  our  volumes  supply  the  answer.  The 
people,  however,  are  not  now  to  be  blinded  with  the 
glitter  of  nobility,  or  their  ears  startled  by  the  pomp- 
ons-sounding title  of  "  My  lord."  They  will  rather 
view  such  ennobled  characters  in  the  light  of  enemies 
to  their  country,  and  pensioners  on  their  industry. 
They  have  exhibited  themselves  as  a  proud,  ar- 
bitrary, and  selfish  faction,  leagued  against  the 
spirit  of  liberty,  and  anxious  for  nothing  but  their 
own  individual  aggrandizement.  But  as  all  uncon- 
stitutional power,  sooner  or  later,  is  sure  to  over- 
reach itself,  they  have,  by  their  exactions,  frauds, 
and  galling  oppressions,  sown  the  seeds  of  their 
own  destruction.  The  people  of  England  are  natu- 
rally of  an  easy  and  contented  disposition ;  but  even 
their  inherent  generosity  will  not  brook  being 
treated  exactly  like  the  subjects  of  Russian 
Nicholas, — the  assassin  of  the  gallant  Poles ! 

In  recurring  to  the  period  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
tyranny,  the  enlightened  mind  must  feel  petrified  at 
the  callous  delinquency  displayed  by  her  ministers. 
It  is  indeed  hardly  to  be  credited,  that  she  should 
have  found  men, — we  will  not  say  English-men,  be- 
cause some  were  of  another  country, — so  congenial 
to  her  own  views  and  sentiments.  To  paint  this 
German  princess,  and  her  adherents  in  their  proper 
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-colours  would  be  impossible ;  but  every  crime  and 
enormity  was  sanctioned  in  her  reign  (for  George 
the  Third  was  a  mere  cypher  in  the  affairs  of  state) 
that  crime  and  enormity  can  be  supposed  to  com- 
prehend ;  spoliation,  murder,  incest,  espionage,  san- 
guinary plottings,  the  most  inhuman  outrages, 
persecution,  and  oppression  were  of  common  oc- 
currence. Who,  we  ask,  was  the  secret  contriver, 
aider,  and  abettor  of  most  of  the  ills  Queen  Caro- 
line endured?  Who  pocketted  enormous  sums 
from  the  illegal  sale  of  cadetships?  Who  made 
unfair  use  of  government  information  to  speculate 
in  the  funds  for  the  sake  of  "  filthy  lucre  ?"  Who 
indulged  in  improper  intimacies  with  that  wholesale 
inventor  of  taxes,  William  Pitt?  Who  conceived 
some  of  the  diabolical  plots,  executed,  too  fatally 
executed,  against  the  holders  of  her  favourite 
prince's  bonds  ?  And  who  wrote,  as  well  as  com- 
manded to  be  written,  such  tender,  comforting,  and 
promising  letters  to  the  late  Dr.  Croft,  just  before 
and  immediately  after  the  execution  of  that  cold- 
blooded deed, — the  murder  of  Princess  Charlotte? 
The  answers  will  easily  be  supplied  by  the  intelligent 
reader.  But  let  us  hope  the  day  of  retribution  is 
fast  approaching,  when  Justice  will  preside  at  the 
examination  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  that 
most  unnatural  act, — the  foulest,  blackest  crime 
"  that  ever  yet  this  land  was  guilty  of."  Had  the 
secret  actions  of  Queen  Charlotte  been  generally 
known  in  her  life,  she  would  have  appeared  the 
basest  and  most  abandoned  of  women;   but  the 
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deception  and  shew  of  virtue  which  she  so  artfully 
practised  made  people  think  her  the  most  amiable  of 
queens.  Had  she  not  have  shielded  her  myrmidons 
from  exposure,  they  would,  long  ago,  have  appeared 
to  the  public  eye  as  a  class  of  beings  of  the  basest 
and  most  odious  description.  Impeachment  had 
followed  impeachment,  and  the  law  would  have 
denounced  them  as  men  who  had  violated  every 
principle  of  honour,  of  humanity,  and  of  Chris* 
tianity! 

Some  of  our  readers  may  probably  view  these 
reproaches  as  unmerited  aspersions,  or  hateful  in- 
vectives, proceeding  from  a  vindictive,  malignant, 
and  democratic  spirit,  and  their  author  deserving  to 
be  anathematized  as  the  most  execrable  of  the 
human  race.  But  Truth,  irrefragable  Truth,  is  our 
defence ;  she  has  now  burst  her  bonds,  and  will  no 
longer  be  prevented,  by  the  threats  of  power,  from 
boldly  speaking  out !  Common  observation,  indeed, 
might  have  ascertained  that  the  unnatural  and 
usurped  power,  which  so  long  controlled  the  des- 
tinies of  this  country,  was  of  a  foreign  character, 
and  totally  at  variance  with  the  constitution  and 
chartered  rights  of  Englishmen  !  Did  not  Junius 
expose  the  illegality  of  this  power  ?  and  did  not  the 
noble-minded  Chatham  remonstrate  against  it?  But 
though  Tyranny  and  Corruption  trembled  to  their 
very  centres  at  the  attacks  of  these  champions  of 
liberty,  the  base  fabricks  remained  unimpaired  till 
the  death  of  theic  mistress, — the  puissant  Charlotte 
of  Mecklenburgh  Strelitz ! 
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We   come  now  more  immediately   to  the  con- 
sideration of  those  political  transactions  that  ensued 
when  the  final  incapacity  of  George  the  TJbird  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  sovereignty  was  made 
lenown.    At  this  period,  Queen  Charlotte,  in  col- 
lusion with  her  hopeful  son,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
came  into  full  power,  which  she  exercised  with  a 
spirit  truly  in  accordance  with  her  restless  ambition 
and  mercenary  desires.     A  system   of  despotism, 
veiled  under  the  specious  garb  of  piety  and  the 
country's  safety,  was  immediately  put  in  force ;  and 
new  taxes  levied  under  various  pretences,  but  in 
reality  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing  wealth  on  her 
zealous  adherents.     Indeed,  in  every  proposition  of 
the  "  devourers  of  the  public  wealth/*  for  increasing 
the  amount  of  "  secret-service  money,"  a  zealous 
abettor  was  always  found  in  the  queen.     German 
craft  is  never  at  a  loss  for  deceptive  plans,  nor  is 
German  prejudice  easily  pacified.    No  machinations 
were  too  hideous,  nor  too   infamous,   when  sug- 
gested by  the  one  to  gratify  the   other.     If  the 
queen  and  her  son  had  gained  what  they  strenu- 
ously endeavoured  to  obtain — absolute   power — 
who  would  not  have  justly  felt  alarm,  not  merely 
for  the  liberties  of  his  country,  but  for  his  own  in* 
dividual  safety  ?    The  proscriptions  of  the  Roman 
Decemviri  and  the  more  recent  and  horrible  cruelties 
of  the  French  Robespierre  are   appalling  instances 
of  what  people  cam  do  when  armed  with  absolute 
power.     Had  these  guardians  of  the  British  public, 
therefore,  but  succeeded  in  obtaining  such  power, 
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to  what  lengths  they  would  have  gone  may  be  esti- 
mated by  the  crimes  they  actually  did  commit  and 
countenance  without  it!  Where  would  the  voice 
of  mercy  have  prevailed  on  them  to  sheath  the 
sword  of  persecution  ?  Their  ministers,  by  distort- 
ing the  constitution  from  its  original  meaning,  pre- 
sumed to  tear  Englishmen  from  the  bosom  of  their 
families,  without  any  assigned  cause,  loading  them 
with  irons,  and  immolating  them  in  damp  and  dreary 
dungeons !  Some  actually  died,  horrible  as  the  fact 
may  appear,  under  this  treatment,  while  the  sur- 
vivers  were  released  without  any  investigation, 
without  any  trial  whatever,— nay,  without  their 
even  being  made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
suspected  offence, — and  denied  the  slightest  redress 
for  their  cruel  injuries !  Considering,  we  say,  that 
such  monstrous  injustice  was  practised,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  suppose  that,  with  absolute  power,  the 
same  parties  would  have  erected  the  triangle  at  the 
Royal  Exchange  and  at  the  Mews !  We  might  then 
have  expected  to  see  Englishmen  running  naked 
through  the  streets  of  London,  with  caps  of  burning 
pitch  upon  their  heads,  and  blood  streaming  from 
their  lacerated  bodies,  or  observed  them  hanging  on 
the  lamp-posts,  or  before  their  burning  dwellings! 
Did  not  these  horrors  actually  take  place  in  Ireland 
in  the  years  1797  and  1798,  when  the  tyrannical 
Castlereagh  held  a  public  situation  in  that  betrayed, 
forlorn,  and  persecuted  country  ?  At  the  very  time 
these  atrocities  were  committed  in   Ireland,  spies, 
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informers,  executioners,  and  all  the  refuse  of  so- 
ciety, were  employed  as  the  principal  instruments 
of  Castlereagh's  government ;  and  when  Queen 
Charlotte  and  her  son  made  that  Hibernian  mon- 
ster minister  of  this  country,  Castle,  Oliver,  and 
Edwards,  with  many  other  such  wretches,  shared 
the  smiles  and  favours  of  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues. 

The  history  of  Caroline  of  Brunswick,  in  whose  un- 
happy fate  every  person  possessed  of  Christian  feel- 
ing and  principle  must  be  interested,  also  fully 
evinces  the  hateful  passions  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
heart.  That  victim  of  a  detestable  conspiracy  was 
the  object  of  a  sanguinary  determination  from  the 
moment  she  so  unhappily  came  over  to  this  king- 
dom. Queen  Charlotte,  finding  herself  then  de- 
feated in  the  ambitious  desire  she  had  always 
cherished,  that  one  of  her  own  relations  should  be 
the  future  queen  of  England,  became  this  noble- 
minded  woman's  most  uncompromising  and  invete- 
rate enemy.  Into  the  highest  favour  and  most 
unlimited  confidence,  her  majesty  now  received  the 
abandoned  Lady  Jersey,  though  she  pretended, 
with  so  much  austerity,  to  preserve  the  unsullied 
purity  of  her  court  ;  but  this  pretension  was  only 
made  the  better  to  impose  upon  the  country,  and  to 
effect  the  destruction  of  the  guiltless  and  unoffend- 
ing niece  of  the  king  her  husband !  Her  majesty, 
however,  did  not  live  to  see  such  a  wicked  scheme 
accomplished. 
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When  the  husband  of  the  unfortunate  Caroline 
attained,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  to  regal  au- 
thority, surrounded  by  the  titled  hirelings  of  his 
own  creation  and  the  dependants  on  his  bounty,  he 
judged  the  opportunity  peculiarly  favourable  to  the 
final  ruin  of  his  long-persecuted  consort  Every 
plot,  therefore,  that  could  be  devised  by  a  servile 
ministry  and  a  corrupt  parliament,  was  put  into 
active  operation  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  her  of 
those  constitutional  rights  which  the  demise  of 
George  the  Third  had  entitled  her  to  expect.  The 
Duke  of  York  stipulated  with  the  king  that,  in  the 
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event  of  a  divorce  being  granted,  his  majesty  should 
not  marry  again,— otherwise,  he  threatened  to  take 
part  with  Queen  Caroline !  So  much  for  the  con- 
sistency, love  of  duty,  and  purity  of  motive,  which 
the  duke  boasted  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  solely 
actuating  him  in  the  line  of  conduct  he  had  followed 
in  opposing  the  queen ! 

The  injurious  reports  which  ministers  circulated 
regarding  Queen  Caroline's  conduct  rendered  it 
impossible  for  her  majesty  to  remain  abroad,  even 
if  she  had  so  wished ;  for  they  presumed  to  treat 
her  as  the  most  abandoned  of  the  human  race,  and 
therefore  it  became  necessary  for  any  virtuous  wo- 
man, thus  publicly  accused,  to  appear  in  person, 
and  assert  her  innocence.  In  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  the  ensuing  "  trial "  against  this  ill-fated 
queen,  justice,  feeling,  honour,  and  common  sense 
were  all  equally  outraged !    What  was  the  tribunal 
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before  which  her  majesty  was  called?  How  was  it 
constituted  ?  Who  sat  there  "  to  administer  even- 
handed  justice?"  The  ministers  who  brought  for- 
ward the  charges  against  their  queen,  the  officers  of 
the  king's  household,  two  of  the  king's  brothers, 
with  many  other  noble  persons  closely  connected 
with  the  court,  who  held  places  and  pensions  at  its 
will,  and  looked  up  to  it  for  new  honours,  for  pa- 
tronage, for  wealth,  and  for  power!  Were  such 
people,  then,  calculated  to  administer  justice?  Jus- 
tice, indeed!  Was  the  refusing  a  list  even  of  the 
names  of  the  witnesses  impartial  justice?  Was  it 
impartial  British  justice,  when  the  ministers  of  the 
king  sat  as  judges,  jurors,  and  accusers?  Like 
triple-headed  monsters,  did  they  not,  in  that  joint 
capacity,  most  profligately  bribe,  clothe,  feed,  liouse, 
and  amuse  a  horde  of  discarded  miscreant  Italian 
servants?  Was  the  instructing,  drilling,  marshal* 
ling,  living,  and  conversing  all  together  of  these 
wretches,  who  were  watched  and  kept  under  lock 
and  key  by  these  Cerberi,  an  example  of  the  im- 
partiality of  British  justice?  Was  the  permitting 
the  witnesses  instantly  to  return  to  their  den  and 
communicate  all  their  evidence  to  those  who  had 
not  been  before  the  House  of  Lords  another  proof  of 
the  impartiality  of  what  is  commonly  termed  "  the 
highest  court  of  judicature  of  the  first  nation  in 
Europe  ?"  Was  the  treating  her  majesty  as  guilty 
before  her  trial  a  fair  specimen  of  the  beauty  of  this 
court  ?    Monstrous  pro&nation  of  terms !     Was  ever 
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common  sense  so  insulted?  Was  justice  ever  so 
outraged?  Were  those  iniquitous  proceedings  an 
evidence  of  that 

"  Justice,  by  nothing  biassed  or  inclined, 
Deaf  to  persuasion,  to  temptation  blind; 
Determined  without  faronr,  and  the  laws 
O'erlook  the  parties  to  decide  the  cause  ?" 

When  the  law-officers  of  the  crown  declared,  that 
"  there  existed  no  grounds  upon  which  legal  pro- 
ceedings could  be  instituted/9  two  obvious  and  dis- 
tinct paths  were  open  to  ministers.  They  had  their 
election  to  advise,  either  that  her  majesty  should 
return  to  this  country  with  all  the  honours  and  con- 
stitutional privileges  belonging  to  her  high  station, 
or  else  that  she  should  be  prevailed  upon  to  establish 
her  court  abroad.  Yet  ministers  determined  to  de- 
viate into  a  dark  and  crooked  path.  They  did  not 
venture  openly  to  advise  that  the  queen  should 
return ;  and  yet,  as  if  determined  that  she  should 
come  to  this  country,  they  took  care  to  render  it 
impossible  for  her  to  remain  abroad !  Was  not  the 
name  of  the  noble-minded  Caroline  insultingly  ex- 
cluded from  the  Liturgy?  And  what  reason  was 
assigned  for  so  unjustifiable  a  proceeding?  The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  other  church  plu- 
ralists  gave  this :  "  If  any  defiled  name  should  there 
be  inserted,  the  principles  of  morality  would  be 
invaded,  the  foundations  of  religion  would  be 
sapped,  and  the  destruction  of  our  constitution 
must  inevitably  follow !"  Now,  even  allowing  the 
queen  to  have  been  the  abandoned  character  repre- 
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sented  by  her  hireling  enemies,— nay,  more,  had 
she  been  a  murderess,— these  impudent  and  canting 
hypocrites  need  not  have  searched  far  for  a  prece- 
dent to   prove  her    eligibility  for  a   place  in  the 
Liturgy!     Were  Henry  the  Eighth,  Queen  Mary, 
Charles  the  Second  and  his  queen,  James  the  Se- 
cond and  his  queen,  all  pure  and  undefiled  ?    But 
the  place-hunting  clergy  need  not  have  gone  out  of 
their  own   generation   for  an  example  of  infamy. 
What  were  Queen  Charlotte,  George  the  Fourth, 
the  Duke  of  York,  or,  though  last,  not  least  in  the 
virtues  of  his  family,  the  undefiled  Ernest  of  Cum- 
berland?    Our  volumes  fully  explain  what   they 
were !  and  yet  their  names  graced  the  Liturgy,  as 
the  Attorney-General  has  declared  that  the  words 
"  Royal  Family"  comprehend  all  the  individuals  of 
the  royal  family.     But  it  may  be  objected  that  the 
names  of  York  and  Cumberland  were  not  specifically 
mentioned  in  the  days  of  Queen  Caroline's  persecu- 
tions.   Well,  then,  the  Prince  of  Wales'  name,  at 
least,  did  figure  in  our  Prayer  Book,  and  was  he 
"pure  and  undefiled?"     The  pious  sons  of  the 
church  formally  prayed  that  "  God  would  endue 
him  with  his  holy  spirit,9'  &c. ;  but  it  did  not  appear, 
by  his  actions,  that  their  prayers  produced  the  least 
effect.    When  he  became  king,  he  was  prayed  for, 
"  to  be  endued  with  heavenly  gifts,  to  incline  to  the 
will  of  God,   and  walk  in  his  ways.9'    Did  his  in- 
famous conduct  to  his  wife,  and  his  living  in  open 
adultery  with  the  Marchioness  of  Conyngham  and 
others,  qualify  him  for  a  place  in  the  prayers  of  the 
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church,  as  "pure  and    undefiled?"     If  ministers, 
therefore,  consented  to  deprive  the  queen  of  this 
dignity,  because  of  her  imputed  immorality,  might 
it  not  have  proved  a  precedent  against  George  the 
Fourth  himself?  The  lawyers,  even  Lord  Eldon,  if 
it  had  suited  his  purpose,  might  have  afterwards 
cited  the  case  of  Caroline  as  a  case  in  point,  while 
the  country  could  not  refuse  to  dethrone  the  king 
on  the  same  plea  as  they  had  dethroned  the  queen, 
more  particularly  as  it  was  so  easy  a  matter  to  prove 
the  gross  adultery  and  immorality  of  George  the 
Fourth j    for  his  derelictions  from  virtue  were  as 
notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon-day.    Would  to  heaven, 
we  say,  that  a  king  might  have  been  dethroned  for 
immoral  conduct,  as  the  world  had  not  then  been  so 
cursed  with  their  atrocious  deeds.    When  at  foreign 
courts,  her  majesty  justly  claimed  the  honours  per- 
taining to   her  exalted  rank,  but  was  insultingly 
told  that  she  was  not  known  as  a  queen!    Thus 
subjected,  untried  and  unheard,  to  every  indignity 
which  could  only  have  followed  upon  proof  and  con- 
demnation, her  majesty  had  no  alternative  left  but 
to  return  to  England,  and  boldly  face  her  mean- 
spirited  and  unmanly  enemies.    Had  her  title  been 
proclaimed,  had  foreign  courts  been  instructed  to 
receive  her  with  the  honours  due  to  a  queen  of 
England,  her  continuing  to  remain  abroad  would  not 
have  worn  the  appearance  of  shrinking  from  the 
defence  of  her  reputation,— a  fear  to  which  she  was 
utterly  a  stranger.     Her  noble  soul  scorned  danger ; 
for  a  braver  heart  than  her's  never  beat  in  human 
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breast  But  her  husband's  ministers  rendered  her 
absence  from  this  country  incompatible  with  her 
honour ;  they  forced  her  to  return,  and  they,  and 
they  alone,  were  responsible  for  all  the  mischief 
that  might  have  ensued  to  the  country  from  such  an 
unavoidable  step  on  the  part  of  the  queen.  No  one, 
we  think,  will  doubt  that  the  most  serious  mischief 
would  have  occurred,  if  these  men  had  persisted  in 
their  headlong  career.  But,  like  all  cowards,  when 
they  found  the  danger  hovering  over  their  am 
heads,  they  shrunk  from  the  contest,  and  took  re- 
fuge in  a  timely  retreat ! 

Nothing  in  the  whole  history  of  human  suffering 
could  equal  the  wrongs  of  her  majesty.  With  re- 
spect to  the  bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties,  the  various 
records  of  persecution  may  be  searched  in  vain  for  a 
case  so  foul,  so  false,  so  full  of  premeditated  and 
disciplined  perjury, — the  inquest  on  Sellis  was  justice 
when  compared  with  this,  though  the  hand  of  Lord 
EHenborough  may  be  traced  in  both.  The  mock 
"  trial "  of  Caroline,  Queen  of  England,  we  say,  cannot 
be  matched  for  rancour,  cruelty,  for  monstrous  and 
unnatural  malignity.  There  never  was  a  case  at  all 
like  it :  it  is  without  an  example  in  history,  and  can 
never  become  a  precedent;  for  future  generations 
will  read  it  with  pity  and  with  horror.  The  foul 
charges  preferred  against  the  queen  by  the  lowest  of 
the  low  were  disproved  by  noblemen  of  the  first  con* 
sideration,  by  ladies  of  the  highest  rank  and  of  the 
most  unblemished  honour,  by  gentlemen  of  family* 
of  education,   and  integrity,  and  by  distinguished 
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ad  gallant  soldiers.  The  evidence  of  such  respect- 
able  characters  as  these  present  a  picture  of  her 
majesty  which  future  generations  will  admire  and 
venerate.  But  it  is  impossible  that  impartial  and  dis- 
cerning Englishmen  should  believe  that  the  "  Bill  of 
Funs  and  Penalties,"  nominally  aimed  against  the 
queen,  had  not,  for  its  main  objects,  the  doing  away 
with  trial  by  jury  and  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and, 
on  their  ruins,  to  establish  a  system  of  absolute  des- 
potism. Whether  these  effects  were  originally  fore- 
seen and  intended  by  the  sagacious  projectors  of  that 
wicked  measure,  is  a  matter  of  little  importance ;  it 
is  quite  obvious  that  such  would  have  been  its  coo- 
sequences.  The  place-loving  Lord  Eldon,  how- 
ever, tried  hard  to  make  people  believe  that  hills 
of  Pains  and  Penalties  were  then  "  part  and  parcel n 
of  the  constitution  of  the  kingdom.  But  a  trial  of 
such  an  indescribably  infamous  description  was  never 
before  attempted;  and  even  if  it  had  been,  Lord 
Eldon,  as  a  good  chancellor,  ought  to  have  declared 
against  it,  instead  of  attempting  to  defend  and  per- 
petuate it  With  overbearing  oligarchs,  any  sort  of 
precedent  was  deemed  sufficient;  and  it  is  rather 
wonderful  that  they  did  not,  by  the  help  of  prece- 
dent, endeavour  to  re-establish  the  Star  Chamber  ! 
If  they  had  succeeded  in  such  a  point,  the  first  of 
the  kind  attempted  in  modem  times,  the  faction 
would,  doubtless,  have  considered  themselves  au- 
thorised, whenever  it  had  suited  their  views,  to 
proceed  by  a  bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  against  any 
obnoxious  individual,  instead  of  going  before  a  com* 
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mon  jury !  To  establish  such  a  monstrous  system, 
we  repeat,  was  one  of  the  real,  though  disguised, 
objects  of  ministers,  in  the  prosecution  of  Queen 
Caroline ;  for  they  perceived  the  progress  of  political 
knowledge,  and  felt  alarmed  lest  they  should  lose 
their  arbitrary  authority,  if  they  could  not  adopt 
some  such  'tyrannical  measure  to  frighten  the  people 
into  obedience.  It  was  the  glorious  majesty  of  the 
press  that  bravely  defeated  such  infamous  machina- 
tions against  liberty,  for  which  future  generations 
will  have  cause  to  venerate  and  worship  it* 

The  queen,  however,  was  most  grievously  slan- 
dered and  ill-treated  by  the  Tory  portion  of  public 
writers.  Nothing,  indeed,  could  have  been  more 
villanous  than  the  charges  which  blackened  the 
columns  of  certain  newspapers,— journals  that,  in 
their  general  colouring,  were  too  foul  and  too  dark 
to  obtain  belief.  Well  remunerated  by  government, 
the  scurrilous  editors  of  such  libels  against  female 
majesty  appeared  to  exult  in  the  pain  they  inflicted ; 
so  long  as  they  satisfied  the  hateful  revenge  of  their 
abandoned  employers,  their  end  was  answered. 
However  much  such  prostitution  of  talent  is  to  be 
lamented,  there  was  yet  a  worse  crime  committed 
by  the  enemies  of  Queen  Caroline.  The  ministers 
of  the  "  established "  church  scrupled  not  to  take 
part  against  her,  and,  instead  of  confining  them- 
selves to  the  exposition  of  the  mild  and  forbearing 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion,  not  unfrequently 
indulged  their  wicked  disloyalty  by  delivering  the 
most  foul  and  blasphemous  denunciations  against 
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their  queen,  even  from  the  pulpit !  This,  of  course, 
could  only  be  done  with  a  view  of  pleasing  those 
who  had  "  rich  livings"  to  reward  their  misplaced 
zeal.  One  of  these  contemptible  reverends,  by  the 
name  of  Blacow,  was  so  violent  against  her  majesty, 
that  the  queen's  law-advisers  thought  it  right  to 
punish  his  impertinence  by  an  action,  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  for  a  malicious  libel,  which  was 
contained  in  a  sermon  preached  by  him  in  St  Mark's 
Church,  Liverpool,  and  which  was  afterwards  pub- 
lished in  the  shape  of  a  pamphlet.  The  jury  having 
found  the  reverend  defendant  guilty,  the  following 
sentence  was  passed  upon  him  by  the  presiding  judge: 

"  The  defendant,"  Mr.  Justice  Bailey  said,  "  had 
been  convicted  of  a  libel,  contained  in  a  sermon 
preached  by  him.  He  was  a  clergyman,  and  had  ut- 
tered the  libel  within  the  church.  It  was,  he  re- 
joiced to  say,  a  rare  instance  of  so  sacred  a  place 
being  corrupted  to  such  purposes(?).  Of  all  other 
places,  the  house  of  God,  where  charity  and  brotherly 
love  alone  should  be  inculcated,  was  the  last  which 
should  be  made  a  theatre  for  attacks  upon  the  cha- 
racters of  living  persons.  Every  man  had  enough 
to  do  to  look  to  his  own  character,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  go  abroad  and  make  ourselves  inqui- 
sitors into  those  of  others.  This  libel  was  uttered 
at  a  time,  and  upon  a  subject,  upon  which  there  was 
no  great  unanimity  of  thinking,  and  was  therefore, 
in  its  nature,  calculated  to  excite  far  other  feelings 
than  such  as  ought  to  be  indulged  in  within  an 
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edifice  devoted  to  God.  The  defendant  had  exer- 
cised a  most  wise  discretion  to-day,  in  the  line  of 
conduct  which  he  had  adopted ;  and  the  court  had 
reason  to  believe  that,  looking  back  to  his  past  con- 
duct, he  felt  contrition  for  what  he  had  already 
done.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  court 
having  taken  the  whole  matter  into  their  considera- 
tion, did  order  and  adjudge  that,  for  this  offence, 
the  defendant  was  to  pay  to  the  king  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  be  imprisoned  in  the  King's  Bench 
Prison  for  six  months,  and,  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
give  securities  for  his  good  behaviour  for  five  years, 
himself  in  five  hundred  pounds,  and  two  sureties  in 
one  hundred  pounds  each,  and  to  be  further  im- 
prisoned until  these  sureties,  are  perfected." 

Thus  foiled  in  patronizing  clergymen  and  public 
writers  to  vilify  their  queen,  as  well  as  being  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  "  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties," 
ministers  began  to  feel  alarmed  lest  her  majesty 
should  publish  an  exposition  of  those  state  secrets 
and  crimes,  which  she  had  so  frequently  threatened. 
A  more  certain  plan,  therefore,  to  rid  themselves 
and  their  abandoned  king  from  this  dread  of  certain 
disgrace,  if  not  of  entire  ruin,  was  now  secretly  put 
in  force ;  and  her  majesty  was  devoted  to  a  prema- 
ture end,  as  we  have  before  explained.  One  thing, 
however,  we  have  forgotten  to  mention  in  our  ac- 
count of  that  period,  which  is  this:  Lord  P , 

one  of  the  then  ministers,  and  who  is  now  a  member 
of  the   Whig  government,    was  fatally  correct  in 
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foretell i no  the  death  of  this  injured  woman j  for 
he  very  incautiously  said,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
"  The  queen  will  be  dead  in  less  than  pour- 
teen  days  !"  The  letter  containing  this  fatal  pre* 
diction  is  now  in  being ;  but  we  could  not  prevail 
upon  its  possessor  to  allow  us  to  publish  a  copy  of  it. 

If  we  have  been  too  prolix  in  our  account  or  too 
severe  in  our  remarks  respecting  our  late  basely- 
treated  queen,  we  hope  our  readers  will  excuse  us. 
We  certainly  might  say  much  more,  but  the  subject 
being  one  of  importance  to  history,  we  could  not 
reconcile  it  with  our  duty  to  say  less.  We  are  sure 
every  generous-minded  Briton  will  lament,  with  us, 
the  untimely  end  of  her  majesty.  Alas !  that  the 
page  of  history  should  be  darkened  by  such  foul 
transactions  as  Truth  has  obliged  us  to  record! 
Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  hard-earned 
money  of  the  tax-payers  of  this  kingdom,  with  the 
pledge  of  peerages  to  add  to  the  "  illustrious  dig- 
nity "  of  the  House  of  Lords,  were  presented  to  the 
persons  who  effected  these  diabolical  acts  of  atro- 
city. The  money  might  possibly  have  been  paid ; 
but,  in  one  or  two  instances,  the  perpetrators  of 
these  sanguinary  deeds  became  too  remorse-stricken 
to  wait  for  the  honours  of  nobility,  and  made  their 
exit  from  the  world  by  committing  suicide ! 

The  public  must  have  been  frequently  surprised 
at  the  number  of  persons,  of  obscure  origin,  who, 
without  having  either  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  world  by  their  talents,  or  conferred  the  least 
benefit  upon  their  country,  were  ennobled,  loaded 


284 

with  wealth,  and  received  into  favour,  by  the  profli- 
gate George  the  Fourth.  But  the  following  anec- 
dotes, among  many  others  that  might  be  adduced, 
will  explain  to  our  readers  the  secret  causes  of  such 
advancement. 

Mr.  William  Knighton  was  a  surgeon,  and  in  his 
professional  capacity  attended  Sir  John  M'Mahon 
(whose  numerous  villanies  we  have  before  set  forth) 
in  his  last  illness,  and  immediately  upon  his  de- 
cease took  possession  of  all  his  papers,  and  carried 
them  away,  under  pretence  that  M'Mahon  had 
given  them  to  him.  When  the  prince's  grief  had 
a  little  subsided,  he  went  for  these  papers,  but,  to 
his  great  surprise  and  consternation,  found  all  the 
drawers  empty !  He  sent  for  Mr.  Knighton,  and 
asked  him  about  the  matter.  "  Yes,"  said  Knighton, 
u  M'Mahon  gave  them  to  me  I"  "  But  you  mean, 
of  course,  to  restore  them  ?"  "  Yes,  certainly ;  but 
only  upon  a  proper  remuneration."  "  Oh  !M  said  the 
regent,  "  I  always  meant  to  give  you  M'Mahon's 
place!"  Nor  could  he  do  less,  since  he  then* had 
made  himself  master,  not  only  of  the  private  secrets, 
but  public  ones  also,  which  were  of  the  greatest 
possible  consequence.  The  Duchess  of  Gloucester 
was  present  at  this  dialogue  between  her  brother 
the  Prince  Regent  and  Mr.  Knighton.  Our  in- 
formant had  this  account  from  her  royal  highness9 
own  lips,  who  also  added,  "  And  so  my  poor  bro- 
ther is  obliged  to  keep  this  viper  about  him  !"  But 
the  ministers  said,    "  The  prince  may  entrust  his 
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future  secretary  with  his  private  affairs,  but  his 
public  ones  belong  to  us  alone,  as  keepers  of  his  con- 
science." Mr.  Knighton,  however,  was  compen- 
sated for  this  "loss  of  secrets"  by  receiving  the 
honour  of  knighthood.  He  was  also  employed  to 
deliver  a  certain  titled  lady  of  an  illegitimate  child, 
in  Hanover-square,  and  his  faithfulness,  in  keeping 
this  secret  from  the  public,  was  rewarded  by  making 
him  a  present  of  the  house,  most  elegantly  furnished, 
in  which  the  disgraceful  affair  took  place!!!  Sir 
William  Knighton  had  likewise  a  thousand  pounds 
per  annum  for  his  professional  attendance  on  the 
king!!! 

Sir  Benjamin  Bloomfield,  who  was  some  time  pri- 
vate secretary  to  his  late  majesty,  also  acquired 
place  and  wealth  by  possessing  himself  of  his  mas* 
tor's  private  transactions.  This  gentleman  was  sent 
from  Windsor,  by  George  the  Fourth,  to  the  Earl 
of  Liverpool  with  a  large  bill  for  diamonds  due  to 
Messrs.  Rundell  &  Co.,  and  for  money  to  pay  ita 
The  bill  was  so  large  (seventy  thousand  pounds)  that 
the  prime  minister  insisted  upon  knowing  who  these 
diamonds  were  for.  Sir  Benjamin  very  reluctantly 
confessed  that  they  had  been  purchased  for  Lady 
Conyngham !  Lord  Liverpool  instantly  took  Bloom- 
field  with  him  in  his  own  carriage  to  Windsor,  and 
requested  an  audience  of  the  king.  His  lordship, 
much  to  his  credit,  emphatically  told  his  majesty 
that  Sir  B.  Bloomfield  must  resign,  or  he  himself 
would.    The  king  was  so  enraged  with  his  secretary 
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for  informing  the  earl  of  these  particulars,  that  he 
struck  Bloomfield  a  violent  blow,  when  the  mortified 
knight  quickly  asked,  "  Who  poisoned  the  Prin- 
cess Charlotte  ?"  It  was  owing  to  this  circum- 
stance that  Bloomfield  was  sent  as  ambassador  to 
Sweden,  into  honourable  exile,  and,  to  soothe  his 
wounded  pride  and  prevent  his  exposure  of  certain 
infamous  transactions,  in  which  he  himself  had  acted 
a  very  prominent  part,  he  was  shortly  after  cre- 
ated— a  Lord  ! ! !  A  good  round  sum  of  money  was 
also  given  him  to  hush  up  the  matter.  We  cannot 
help  admiring  the  conduct  of  Lord  Liverpool  in 
this  instance, — the  only  one,  that  we  are  acquainted 
with,  which  deserved  the  thanks  of  his  country  ;  for 
his  lordship  boldly  refused  to  pay  for  the  aforesaid 
diamonds  without  the  consent  of  parliament,  which 
the  king,  for  shame,  could  not  agree  to ! 

The  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  has  been  frequently 
termed  the  mushroom  duke,  obtained  his  wealth  and 
titles  for  exposing  the  brave  army  of  England  to 
unnecessary  dangers  and  hardships.  The  position 
which  he  chose  for  that  army  at  Waterloo  would 
have  assuredly  proved  its  entire  destruction,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  treachery  of  Field  Marshal 
Grouchy,  one  of  Napoleon's  generals!  But  the 
Wellesley  family  were  in  possession  of  the  state- 
secrets,  and  it  was  therefore  deemed  prudent  to 
shower  wealth  and  honours  upon  the  whole  family. 

Mr.  Conant,  the  chief  magistrate  of  Bow-street, 
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was  knighted  for  conducting  the  secret  investigation 
against  the  Princess  of  Wales  in  1813. 


The  Marquis  of  Conyngham,  it  is  well  known, 
obtained  his  title  through  the  prostitution  of  his 
wife  to    the   libertine  George  the  Fourth.     The 
baneful  influence  which  this  designing  woman  ex- 
ercised over  his  majesty,  to  the  very  last  moments 
of  his  life,   is  a  deplorable  fact,   which  not  onty 
proved  mischievous   to   the  best  interests  of  the 
country,  but  will  for  ever  brand  the  name  of  her 
contemptible  husband   with  derision   and  disgust 
This  shameless  mistress  stood  as  the  fountain  of 
emolument  and  preferment,  and  she  took  every  ad- 
vantage of  that  situation  to  promote  the  aggran- 
dizement of  her  family.    The  indulgent  country, 
however,  would  hardly  have  found  fault  with  this 
second,  Mrs.  Clarke,  had  not,  in  some  instances,  the 
very  laws  of  the  constitution  been  infringed,  and  the 
domestic  policy  of  the  country  become  endangered, 
by  the  effects  of  her  improper  influence,  which,  as 
it  was  secret,  was  fraught  with  the  greater  injury. 
Had  the  marchioness  confined  herself  to  benefitting 
her  own  family,  the  mischief  woutd  not  have  been 
so  deplorable ;  but  when  the  highest  offices  in  the 
church  were  bestowed  on  persons  scarcely  before 
heard  of, — when  political  parties  rose  and  fell,  and 
ministers  were  created  and  deposed,  to  gratify  the 
ambition  of  a  prostitute, — then  the  palace  of  the 
king  appeared  as  if  surrounded  by  some  pestilential 
air,  and  every  honourable  person  avoided  the  court 
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as  alike  fatal  to  private  property  and  public  virtue. 
Thus  the  entrance  to  Windsor  Castle  became,  as  it 
were,  hermetically  sealed,  by  the  "  lusty  enchan- 
tress" within,  to  all  but  her  favoured  minions  \  The 
court  of  George  the  Fourth  certainly  differed  from 
that  of  Charles  the  Second,  although  the  num- 
ber and  reputation  of  their  several  mistresses  were 
nearly  the  same  in  favour  and  character ;  but  George 
the  Fourth  had  no  confiscations  to  confer  on  the  in- 
struments of  his  pleasure,  and  therefore  took  care  to 
rob  the  country  of  gold  to  make  up  such  deficiency. 
The  reigns  of  these  two  monarchs,  dissimilar  as  they 
might  be  in  some  respects,  nevertheless  possessed 
this  resemblance:  that  an  illegitimate  progeny  of 
royalty  were  thrust  forward  to  the  contempt  of  all 
decency,  and  proved  a  heavy  tax  on  the  forbearance 
of  virtuous  society.  The  wicked  George  the  Fourth, 
as  we  have  been  very  credibly  informed,  gave  the 
Marchioness  of  Conyngham  more  than  half  a  million 
of  money,  as  well  as  bestowing  many  titles  to  gratify 
her  insatiable  ambition.  We  really  have  no  words 
to  express  our  abhorrence  of  such  proceedings ! 

Towards  the  close  of  George  the  Fourth's  wicked 
career,  he  pretended  to  be  very  much  attached  to  the 
drama,  and  that  accomplished  and  fascinating  actress, 
Miss  Chester,  was  therefore  engaged  as  reader  to 
his  majesty.  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  at  that  time 
engaged  in  taking  a  portrait  of  this  lady,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  king,  was  entrusted  with  the  delicate  ne- 
gotiation.   A  meeting  was  soon  obtained,  and  a  kind 
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of  excuse  adopted  to  have  Miss  Chester  near  the 
king's  person,  as  "  private  reader,"  at  an  annual 
salary  of  six  hundred  pounds !    Thus  was  another 
beauty  added  to  the  royal  establishment,  and  her 
name  emblazoned  in  the  "  red  book"  of  the  coun- 
try's burdens.    For  the  kind  attentions  this  lady 
bestowed  on   the  "  polished"    monarch,   she   has 
lately  been  admitted  to  that  refuge  for  royal  mis- 
tresses, titled  dames,  and  pensioned  members  of  the 
aristocracy — Hampton-Court    Palace  !      Without 
disputing  Miss  Chester's  claims  to  be  maintained  at 
the  public  expense  among  the  noble  drones  there 
domiciled,  it  is  not  without  something  like  disgust 
and  indignation  that  we  view  one  of  our  most  an- 
cient kingly  edifices,  built  by  the  liberality  of  the 
nation,  and  at  this  moment  supported  by  the  public 
purse,  being  converted  into  an  asylum  of  this  de- 
scription.   Englishmen  are  thus  taxed  to  support 
the  paramours  and  minions  of  royalty  in  ease  and 
luxury !    But  we  need  not  confine  our  indignation 
to  this  one  royal  residence ;  for  is  not  Bushy  Park 
within  a  mile  of  Hampton,  where  the  progeny  of  an 
actress  kept  at  that  place  form  now  a  portion  of  our 
noble  aristocracy?     We  do  not  charge  these  un- 
worthy doings  exclusively  on  the  Tories ;  for,  alas ! 
the  Grey  Whigs  seem  to  be  treading  very  closely  in 
the  footsteps  of  their  predecessors  in  office,  by  tole- 
rating such  royal  doings,  as  well  as  filling  their  own 
pockets  and  that  of  their 
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and  wealth,  England  has  long  been  imposed  on, 
and  the  ancient  nobility  of  the  country  degraded. 
Any  pre-eminent  degree  of  merit,  if  exercised  for 
the  country's  benefit,  was  sore  to  render  its  posses- 
sor a  certain  object  of  George  the  Fourth's  ven- 
geance,    Hi&  private  court,  therefore,  found  their 
best  security  in  their  want  of  virtue.    By  a  votafr* 
tary  submission  to  the  tyrant V  caprices,  they  retailed 
the  high  privilege  of  his  $niiJe  and  favour*  and  bttttt 
the  bulwark  of  their  safety  on  their  own  penmak 
insignificance !    And  yet,  strange  as  the  infatuatie* 
may  appear,  these  very  Qreatures.  fancied  tfcfti*  a** 
tur^  had  undergone  a  real  metamorphosis  by  his 
majesty  granting  them  a  title ;  they  considered  them* 
selves  refined  by  a  kind  off  chemical  pwcea*  sub- 
limed* by  the  sunshine  of  royal  favour*,  and  tkm 
separated  ftom  the  dross  and  the  dregs  of  ordinary 
huomfiifcy^fcom  that  humanity  of  winch,  themasa  of 
mankind  partake,  and  which,  contemptible  as  it  may 
seem,  tp  upstart  lords,  is  the  same  with  the  piwee 
upon,  the  throne  and  the  beggar  upon*,  the  dunghill. 
But  from  such  proud  characters,  we  may  trace  the 
present  contempt  in  which  nobility  is  almost  uni- 
versally held.    The  great  endeavour,  of  George  the 
Fourth's  favourites  has  been  to.  keep  "  the  people" 
at  a  distance,  lest  their  own  purer  nature  should 
be   contaminated   by    plebeian,  society;  and   the 
first  lesson  they  teach  their   offspring  is,   not  to 
revere  God,  but  to  maintain  their  own  dignity  io 
the  scale  of  being!     To  men  of  such  principles, 
the  king  had  only  to  make  his  wishes  known,  how- 
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mdfoRriftri  Aid  unjdkt  they  Might  be,  and  they 
WeiW?  immediately,  &td,  iti  too  foafty  cases,  jhtaUy 
Executed.  Vttftei  rfuch  a!  government  as  that  of 
ifte  kttt  dfxty  yfears  and  uptoarcfs,  it  was  fortunate 
hideed1  to  escape  notice,— to  creep'  through  £he  vale 
of  Obscurity,  and  to  die  in  old  age,  without  the 
pfistm,  Ae  pointed  steel,  or  the  poisoned  cup !  From 
*  ^*ig6r6tis  mind,   in  every  way  calculated  to  find 

pleasure  and  honourable  employment  in  noble1  and 
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"firtaotts  actions,  George  flie  Fourth  degenerated 
y  A-  monster,  delighting  in  baubles  and  in  a  wan- 
of  wickedness  that  produced  the  riiost  fla- 
gitious habits,  and  which  rendered  him  the  nios£ 
(Sespicable  man  in  the  whole  circle  of  society ;  ye£ 
he  was  designated  **  the  most  accomplished  gentle- 
man bf  the  age!!!*  We  are  awaife  that  he  was  sur- 
rotifaded  with  flatterers  and  sycophants,  who  wished 
t6  gratify  their  own  avarice  and  pride  by  extending 
his  tyrannical  power;  but  ought  such  a  mean 
excuse  to  be  urged  in  extenuation  of  his  crimes  ? 
A1  matt,  like  him,  dnd0WTed:  with  nature's  choicest: 
gifts,  both  of  mint?  and  body,  which  were  farther 
Heightened  by  the-  most  liberal  education,  shouldf 
RaVe  spurned  such  minions  frbnf  his  presence,  and 
kept  company  with;  none  but  thd  Virtuous  aWd  the 
patriotic.  Away,  then,  with  that  vindication'  ot 
Gteorge  the  Fdurth's  unjust  deeds;  Which  Mtiltf  fix 
the  stigma  of  crimes,  prompted  by  His'  owri  loireot 
gensii&lity,  to  the  '*  advice  of  evil  counsellors!"  Evil 
counsellors  Would  not  have  darfed  to  present  him  the 
6bp  of  flattery,    if  he  had  riot  shewn  himself  so 

t2 
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greedily  desirous  of  swallowing  its  contents.  Let 
every  friend  of  man  and  of  his  country,  then,  guard 
against  two  similar  reigns  of  horror,  and  defy,  aa 
we  do,  fines  and  imprisonment,  in  attempting,  by 
every  lawful  and  rational  means,  to  push  back  the 
gigantic  strides  of  tyranny,  whether  in  a  king  or  an 
overbearing  ministry.  Even  now  we  are  cursed 
with  a  power,  generated  by  Queen  Charlotte  and 
the  late  king,  her  son,  which  is  trying,  by  every 
scheme  of  ingenuity  and  desperation,  to  bring  back 
its  former  unjust,  intolerant,  and  corrupt  ascendency, 
both  in  church  and  state ;  but  who  is  there  that  can 
contemplate  the  possibility  of  such  a  state  of  afiairs 
occurring  again,  without  feelings  of  horror  ?  What 
man  in  the  possession  of  his  senses  but  would  ex- 
claim against  the  national  misfortune  of  having  an- 
other Pitt,  a  Liverpool,  a  Londonderry,  a  Canning, 
or  a  Wellington,  in  power?  Awful,  however,  as  the 
havoc  appears  which  these  men  have  made,  the 
country  need  not  yet  give  itself  up  to  despair.  We 
believe  that  there  is  a  fund  of  vigour  in  the  empire 
that  may  stand  experiments,  the  least  of  which 
would  shake  the  sickly  frames  of  other  empires  to 
dissolution.  There  is  probably  no  dominion  on 
earth  that  has  within  itself  so  strong  a  repulsion  of 
injury,  or  so  vivid  and  rapid  a  spring  and  force  of 
restoration.  Its  strength  is  renewed  like  that  of 
the  young  eagle ;  and  it  is  this  very  faculty  of  self- 
restoration  that  has  so  long  allowed  the  empire  to 
hold  together,  notwithstanding  the  infinite  specu- 
lations, tamperings,  absurdities,  and  crimes  of  men 
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in  power,  under  the  guidance  of  Queen  Charlotte 
and  George  the  Fourth.    Yet  is  it  right  that  Eng- 
land should  be  kept  merely  above  bankruptcy,  while 
she  has  the  original  power  of  being  the  first,  most 
vigorous,  richest,  and  happiest  portion  of  the  world  ? 
Where  does  the  earth  contain  a  people  so  palpably 
marked  out  for  superiority  in  all  the  means  of  private 
and  public  enjoyment  of  affluence,  influence,  and 
security  ?  The  most  industrious,  strong-minded,  and 
fully-educated  population  of  the  world  inhabit  her 
Island.    She  has  the  finest  opportunities  for  com- 
merce, the  most  indefatigable  and  sagacious  efforts 
and  contrivances  for  every  necessity  and  luxury  of 
mankind;  inexhaustible  mines  of  the  most  valuable 
minerals,  and  almost  the  exclusive  possession  of  the 
most    valuable   of  them   all, — coal;    a  singularly 
healthy  and  genial  climate,  where  the  human  form 
naturally  shapes  itself  into  the  most  complete  beauty 
and  vigour;  a  situation  the  most  happily  fixed  by 
Providence  for  a  great  people  destined  to  influence 
Europe,-— close  enough  to  the  Continent  to  watch 
every  movement,  and  influence  the  good  or  peril  of 
every  kingdom  of  it  from  Russia  to  Turkey,  and  yet 
secured  from  the  sudden   shocks  and  casualties  of 
European  war  by  the  Channel,  of  all  defences,  the 
cheapest,  the  most  permanent,  and  the  most  im- 
pregnable ! 

When  these  immense  and  enviable  advantages  are 
compared  with  the  present  state  of  England,  heavy 
indeed  must  the  sins  of  our  rulers  appear !  But  a 
new  class  and  character  of  hostility  is  now  happily 
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starting  up  to  oppose  fprtfief  inrpftfs  upon  opr  liber- 
ties, and  the  question  wjll  sppedjly  be  brought  t»  ft 
depjsion,  not  between  the  obsolete  apd  formal  parties 
of  the  two  Jiquse^  pf  paflianjpnt,  t^i+t  between  tfre 
Trejwijry  Jx^ch  apd  tlffi  4§Je»te*  pf  "tl>e  P** 
pie,'' — that  people  itself  ^he^ng  *  Md  ^d  virti}QUS 
chafer,  cpropiissioping  }ft   representee*   pith 
a  voice  of  authority,  and  pxtybjtiqg  a  rigid  defer- 
initiation  to  see  that  their  duty  is  done,  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  Britain !    This  is  the  kjpd  of  spirit 
tji^t  has  Jong  been  wanted,  apd  vfe  look  to  it  as  the 
§ure  cure  fqr  the  decaying  vitality  pf  the  fonstit^r 
{ipn.    We  ^fe  no  advocates  fqv  a  revolution  brought 
^out  by  popular  passion,  by  tfie  vqlgaf  artifice  of 
vulgar  demi-gpds,  by  the  itiqerant  inflammation  of 
pretended  patriotism ;  but  the  present  state  of  public 
feeling  appeals  not  to  the  ambition  of  the  demo-* 
qrat,  to  the  hasepess  of  the  incendiary,  th?  sordidness 
of  the  plunderer,  or  the  fury  of  t^  ^sspssin.     There 
is  nothing  in  it  but  the  patural  expressjqp  of  hppqur* 
^ble  minds,  disdaining  tp  look  calmly  uppjl  injustice 
extortion,  and  ^oy^l  profligacy,  whether  practise*)  l^y 
Whig  or  Tory,   $nd  howeyer  sanctioned  by  time. 
The  people  are  indignant  at  the  callptp  venality  of 
public  men,  and   feel  themselves  ipsuked  by  tlfce 
open  spoil  which  bloated  sinecurpts  ?nd  state-secret, 
keepers  have  so  long  committed  upon  the  honest 
gains  of  society*    They  canno$  see  the  necessity  of 
that  strangling  burthen  of  taxes  w^ich  makes  indus- 
try as  poor  as  idleness,  and  they  shrink  froip,  the 
view  of  their  withering  effect  on  tlie  freedom  and 
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prosperity  of  England.  The  pebple  who  observe 
matters  in  this  light  are  not  the  wild  hatert  of  all 
governments,  nor  the  sullen  conspirators  against  the 
peace  of  mankind ;  but  the  father  of  the  industrious 
family,  the  man  of  genius,  honesty,  and  virtue,  the 
sincere  patriot,  are  those  who  now  feel  themselves 
compelled  to  Come  from  their  willing  obscurity  into 
the  front  rank  of  public  cafe,  to  raise  up  their  voices* 
till  now  never  heard  beyond  the  study  or  the  fireside, 
and  demand  that  the  House  of  Commons  shall  at 
last  throw  off  its  fetters,  scorn  the  indolence,  mean- 
ness, and  venality  of  the  Upper  House,  knowing  nd 
impulse  but  its  duty,  no  patronage  but  that  of  public 
gratitude,  and  no  party  but  its  country !  Such  feelings 
are  so  just,  that  they  have  become  universal,  and  so 
universal,  that  they  have  become  irresistible!  The 
minister,  be  he  Whig  or  Tory,  must  yield  to  them,  or 

• 

he  instantly  descends  from  his  power.  All  candidate* 
for  public  distinction  will  thus  be  compelled  to  dis- 
cover that  the  most  prudent  choice,  as  well  as  the  lflo&t 
manly,  generous,  and  principled,  is  to  side  with  the 
country.  Then  may  we  hope  to  see  sinecures  ex- 
tinguished; the  obnoxious  patronage  of  government 
destroyed ;  every  superfluous  expense  of  the  public 
service  rent  away  ;  the  enormous  salaries  of  minis- 
tett  and  the  feeders  on  the  civil  list  reduced ;  the 
annuities  to  ministerial  aunts,  cousins,  aifd  con* 
nexions  of  more  dubious  kinds,  on  the  pension  list, 
unsparingly  expunged ;  which,  by  disburdening  the 
nation  of  unnecessary  taxes,  will  enable  the  English- 
man to  live  by  his  labour*     If  these  things  may  be 
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done  by  the  Russell  reform  bill,  it  will  be  only  by  a 
circuitous  process.  But  England  has  no  time  to 
wait.  What  must  be  done  at  last  cannot  be  done 
too  speedily.  The  truth  is,  that  the  nation  is  dis- 
gusted with  the  insolent  extravagance  of  the  Grey 
cabinet,  which  utters  the  most  zealous  declarations 
of  economy  and  withdrawal  of  taxes,  while  the 
people  remain  unrelieved  of  a  single  impost  They 
observe  a  premier  lavish  of  the  public  money  on  his 
own  family,  while  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
starts  up,  and  sapiently  condemns  certain  members 
of  the  Whig  government  for  refusing  their  salaries ! 
Thus  the  old  Tory  system  is  still  attempted  to  be 
perpetuated,  under  the  banners  of  the  Whigs ;  the 
tax-gatherer  makes  his  appearance  with  undimi- 
nished demands ;  the  necessaries  of  life  increase  in 
price  as  they  decrease  in  excellence;  every  thing, 
in  short,  that  man  eats,  drinks,  or  wears,  loads  him 
with  an  additional  tax,  paralyzing  his  industry,  and 
overwhelming  him  in  poverty. 

Every  candid  and  impartial  observer  will  acknow- 
ledge that  the  public  voice  is  not  raised  against  go- 
vernment itself,  nor  against  the  many  admirable 
institutions  of  this  country ;  but  against  the  perver- 
sions of  government;  against  unconstitutional  and 
wicked  rulers ;  against  abuses  of  trust,  office,  and  au- 
thority ;  against  impositions  and  corruptions  per- 
vading every  department  of  the  state,  which  have 
been  reduced  to  system,  and  teem  with  every  spe- 
cies of  fraud,  tyranny,  and  oppression ;  against  the 
Star  Chamber  of  Toryism ;  against  the  misappropri- 
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ation  of  unnecessary,  extortionate,  and  oppressive 
imposts ;  against  despotic  enactments  ;  against  ficti- 
tious prosecutions  and  arbitrary  imprisonments ; 
against  the  perversions  of  law  and  the  decrees  of 
political  judges ;  against  spies  and  hireling  ruffians, 
suborned  to  deprive  the  subject  of  his  liberty, 
aided  by  the  corrupt  practices  of  heart-hardened  cle- 
rical and  other  magistrates;  against  packed  juries, 
and  the  artful  construction  of  libel ;  against  the  ini- 
quitous forms  and  delays  of  the  chancery  and  other 
courts  ; — against  these,  we  say,  and  all  such  viola- 
tions of  the  chartered  rights  of  Britons,  is  that  voice 
proclaiming  its  determination  to  be  free! — to  be 
masters  of  their  own  wealth,  their  own  industry, 
their  own  personal  security,  and  their  own  liberties! 
The  people  of  England  will  no  longer  be  swayed  by 
those  upstart  peers  which  George  the  Fourth 
created.  What  claims  have  such  state-pensioners 
on  public  confidence?  Why  should  sensible  men 
give  up  their  judgments  to  a  selfish  and  hypo- 
critical faction  of— Lords?  What  better,  in  the 
name  of  heaven,  are  they  than  the  rest  of  human 
creatures  ? 

"  Remove  their  swelling  epithets,  thick  laid 
As  Tarnish  on  a  harlot's  cheek;  the  rest, 
Thin  sown  with  ought  of  profit  or  delight, 
Will  far  be  found  unworthy." 

It  is,  indeed,  idle  to  suppose  that  the  present 
highly-enlightened  inhabitants  of  this  country  can 
be  thwarted  from  their  wishes  by  the  vote  of  such 
men ;  for  almost  all  the  ancient  nobility  are  with 
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the  people.  Englishmen,  we  repeat,  care  not  for 
the  vote  of  time-serving  lords,  for  the  prayers  of 
worldly-minded  bishops,  or  for  the  tears  and  vehe- 
ment gestures  of  ex-chancellors !  The  people  have 
resolved  to  redeem  the  constitution  from  their 
polluting  hands.  The  pupils  of  those  who  have 
brought  the  country  to  its  present  impoverished 
state  by  their  misrule,  during  the  tast  two  reigns 
of  vice  and  profligacy,  will  seek  in  vain  for  the  sup 
port  of  the  people  of  1832!  A  different  form  of 
government  is  now  dawning  upon  us,  and  the  Tories 
have  "  fallen,  for  ever  fallen !"  Murder,  we  trust, 
will  now  no  longer  be  committed  with  impunity  by 
rank ;  exactions,  weighing  down  a  people's  existence, 
will  cease;  the  needy  will  no  longer  be  required 
to  pamper  the  insatiable  avarice  and  voluptuousness 
of  the  great;  a  system  of  pure  justice  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  national  affairs  will  rectify  those 
abuses  which  have  for  so  many  years  ingulphed  the 
kingdom  in  misery.  If  the  people  do  but  prove 
true  to  themselves,  nothing  can  now  prevent  their 
emancipation  from  the  thraldom  of  that  overgrown 
power,  by  which  they  have  cruelly  been  enslaved. 
Yet  the  disease  has  been  so  long  accumulating,  that 
it  still  lies  deep,  and  will  require  both  energy  and 
skill  to  eradicate  it  They  must,  therefore,  be  upon 
their  guard  against  the  machinations  of  their  wily 
enemies,  who  will  magnify  every  little  ebullition  of 
public  feeling  into  an  attempt  to  overturn  the  exist- 
ing institutions  of  the  country.  Sensible  men,  and 
true  friends  to  the  constitution,  and  therefore  to  the 


king,  who  fow  fp  considerable  *  part  of  it,  will 
roderrtwd  the  Tory  ery  of  *  Sra  the  effects  of 

F?W4ft  IK  TOP  HAWS  OF  TO*  PPOFLB  P  and  Will  not 

be  led  into  «  fear  of  wne  future  evil,  from  popular 
wmnwtiop,  by  such  an  attempt  to  divert  them 
ffOfB  their  cwetitutionel  rights  Id  this  respect, 
vigilance  is  highly  necessary  to  protect  them  from  the 
teoret  depredations  of  their  former  artful  tyrants,  who 
are  ever  on  the  alert  to  regain  their  lost  power.  Let 
the  people,  then,  avoid  all  riots,  tumults,  and  po* 
pular  commotions,  with  the  utmost  care,  and  pre- 
serve peace,  good  order,  and  security  to  all  ranks 
of  society.  True  patriots  will  be  careful  to  dis- 
courage every  thing  which  tends  to  destroy  these 
natural  fruits  of  a  free  constitution,  not  only  be- 
cause whatever  tends  to  destroy  them  tends  to 
destroy  all  human  happiness,  but  also  because  even 
an  accidental  outrage  in  popular  assemblies  and  pro- 
ceedings, as  we  have  before  shewn,  is  used  by  the 
enemies  of  freedom  to  discredit  the  cause  of  liberty* 
By  the  utmost  attention  to  the  preservation  of  the 
public  peace,  Englishmen  will  defeat  the  malicious 
designs  of  servile  courtiers ;  but,  whatever  may  hap* 
pen,  they  will  not  desert  the  cause  of  humanity* 
Through  a  dread  of  licentiousness,  they  will  not 
forsake  the  standard  of  liberty*  It  is  the  part  of 
fads  to  fall  upon  Scylla  in  striving  to  avoid  Charyb- 
dis*  Who  would  wish  to  see  restored  the  despotic 
sway  of  Queen  Charlotte  and  George  the  Fourth, 
through  the  fear  of  a  few  transient  outrages  being 
committed  by  the  excitation  of  a  long-insulted  pec 
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pie  ?  Both  these  extremes  are  despotic  while  they 
last ;  but  the  former  id  a  torrent  that  would  rush  its 
headlong  course  for  ever,  if  it  met  not  a  barrier  suf- 
ficiently strong  to  resist  its  power,  while  the  latter 
may  be  compared  to  a  spring  flood,  that  covers  the 
meadows  to-day,  and  disappears  on  the  morrow. 
The  learned  and  eloquent  Dr.  Price  has  a  passage 
so  applicable  to  this  subject,  that  our  readers  must 
excuse  our  introducing  it.  This  humane  philoso- 
pher observes, 

"  Licentiousness  and  despotism  are  more  nearly 
allied  than  is  commonly  imagined.  They  are  both 
alike  inconsistent  with  liberty,  and  the  true  end  of 
government ;  nor  is  there  any  other  difference  be* 
tween  them  than  that  one  is  the . licentiousness  of 
great  men,  and  the  other  the  licentiousness  of  little 
men ;  or  that  by  one,  the  persons  and  property  of  a 
people  are  subject  to  outrage  and  invasion  from  a 
king  or  a  lawless  body  of  grandees ;  and  that  by  the 
other,  they  are  subject  to  the  like  outrage  from  a 
lawless  mob.  In  avoiding  one  of  these  evils,  man- 
kind have  often  run  into  the  other.  But  all  welL- 
constituted  governments  guard  equally  against 
both.  Indeed,  of  the  two,  the  last  is,  on  several 
accounts,  the  least  to  be  dreaded,  and  has  done  the 
least  mischief.  It  may  be  truly  said,  if  licentious* 
ness  has  destroyed  its  thousands,  despotism  has 
destroyed  its  millions.  The  former  having  little 
power,  and  no  system  to  support  it,  necessarily 
finds  its  own  remedy  i  and  a  people  soon  get  out  of 
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the  tumult  and  anarchy  attending  it  But  a  des- 
potism, wearing  a  form  of  government,  and  being 
armed  with  its  force,  is  an  evil  not  to  be  conquered 
without  dreadful  straggles.  It  goes  on  from  age  to 
age,  debasing  the  human  faculties,  levelling  all  dis- 
tinctions, and  preying  on  the  rights  and  blessings  of 
society.  It  deserves  to  be  added,  that  in  a  state 
disturbed  by  licentiousness,  there  is  an  animation 
which  is  favourable  to  the  human  mind,  and  puts  it 
upon  exerting  its  powers ;  but  in  a  state  habituated 
to  despotism,  all  is  still  and  torpid.  A  dark  and 
savage  tyranny  stifles  every  effort  of  genius,  and  the 
mind  loses  all  its  spirit  and  dignity." 

Mr.  Bailey,  of  Nottingham,  an  independent  writer 
of  great  talent,  has  well  defined  the  causes  of  political 
convulsions,  and  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued 
by  "  the  people"  in  times  of  great  excitement* 
In  that  gentleman's  "  Discourse  on  Revolutions,90 
he  says, 

"That  the  progress  of  civilization  may  be  re- 
tarded in  states,  by  the  measures  of  governments, 
cannot  be  doubted.  That  the  tendencies  towards 
disturbance  in  states,  which  inevitably  await  on 
advancing  civilization,  may  be  restrained  in  their 
development  by  a  politic  or  resolute  government, 
even  whilst  its  policy  is  anomalous  to  the  spirit  of 
the  age,  can  as  little  be  doubted.  But  what,  it  may 
be  fairly  asked,  is  in  reality  gained  by  this  proce- 
dure?   The  principle  of  revolution  is  not  annihi- 
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kted,  the  nature  «tf  Metal  tfMB  i§  tm  dttftd,  Che 
hwpdu*  of  toewtodge  fe  mt  weakened,  the  tiM* 
mentui*  of  public  opinion  to  iwe  btoktti  J  Aftaf 
eve*y  tiring  i»  done  which  conn teg  or  tyfluffly  dftff 
seggast,  to  avert  the  day  of  dtfftfcnd  And  cowoe&sioti, 
ur  will  ARAivRrwhew  demand  will be  toad*  to  a  vmti 
of  thunder  by  an  ki&fiated  popato&e,  atfd  gonee* 
amir  of  the  most  humiliating  description*  be  gtfanted 
by  an  abject  sovereign ! 

*  Aa  4ret  faagest  petit  up  m  obstturity  at  length 
trot  oat  with  the  most  resistless  fury,  9&  retblft- 
tioa*  longest  deferred  Me*  attended,  iw  tbeif  crisis, 
with  the  most  tewibie  consequences.  Were1  tfier 
rulers   of  nations  actuated   by  a   spirit  of  sound 

wtacbofv  those  dveadfut  otwvufoioitt  ooukt  never 
ante  lit  state®,  on  aacfcfctft  of  stidial!  rights  whtehy 
after  eaftsing'  the  deacfc  rf  thousands  of  the  citizemr 
and  desolating  towns  afld  protfinee^  leave  palace* 
in  rukts?,  and!  thrtttie*  vaeant* 

"  Revolution  ought  always  to  be  the  work  of  the 
government,  not  of  the  people,  except  through  the 
eftpreasiotf  of  public!  opinion;  This  is'  the  only 
species  of  power  which  the  peoplfe  ean  beneficially 
employ  for  the  redress  of  grievances,--**  least,  in  oM 
ritees}  where  a  long  indulgence  in  habits  of  venality 
an*  corruption  by  the  goVfcrrtittenv s»d  awidely- 
extendedTamilkation  of  in  terew* springing  therefrom, 
and  pervading  all  classes  of  the  oomtfmnity,  most 
create1  a*  sttong  disposition  in1  fkvour  of  the  exist* 
tag  order  of  things'  among  large  masses  of  the  eitU 
zen*.    Physical  force  ought  never  to  be  Otaipbyed 


for  the  correction  of  social  evils,  until  every  species 
of  negative  resistance  has  been  proved  to  be  on* 
availing. 

"  When  despotism  has  arrived  at  that  stale  of 
aodacious  temerity,  that  it  makes  a  mockery  of 
suffering,  and  tramples  on  remonstrances,  sacrificing 
alike  the  property,  the  persons,  and  consciences  of 
men  to  its  ungovernable  lust  of  dominion*,  it  is  jus- 
tifiable to  arraign  such  tyrants  at  the  tribunal  of 
nature,  that  so  their  impotence  may  be  exposed;  and 
their  crimes  punished." 

Let  us  hope,  therefore,  that  Englishmen,  in 
freeing  themselves  from  despotism,  will  studiously 
avoid  such  scenes  as  lately  took  place  at  Bristol. 
Britons  should  recollect  that  a  determined  and  vir- 
tuous people  can  do  any  thing  and  every  thing  by 
firmness  and  quietness ;  but  all  violence  defeats  its 
own  ends,  and  gives  advantage  to  our  enemies* 
A  thorough  reform  in  church  and  state  must  take 
place;  a  crisis  is  at  hand,  and  those  who  wish  to 
see  England  escape  a  trial  of  misery  and  blood  will 
heartily  wish,  and  openly  and  resolutely  demand,  to 
see  a  change  of  that  long  system,  under  which  Cor- 
ruption has  thickened  round  the  high,  while  Poverty 
and  Taxation  have  smitten  the  low.  A  longer  de- 
lay to  remedy  these  evils  may  unhappily  irritate  the 
people  into  a  spirit  of  vengeance,  which  the  tears  of 
Lord  Eldon,  the  bullying  of  the  Marquis  of  London- 
derry, the  professions  of  a  Whig  ministry,  the  in- 
trigues of  German  women,  or  the  thr  eaten ings  of 
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Wellington's  bayonet  law  would*  vainly  attempt  to 
oppose !  Sullen  visions  are  now  upon  the  clouds, 
to  which  place-hunters  and  renegados  are  afraid  to 
lift  their  terrified  eyes.  But  if  they  tremble  at 
those  visions,  what  will  be  their  fate  when  they  ripen 
into  substance,  and  let  loose  their  thunders  upon  the 
heads  of  the  enemies  of  our  country  ?  May  the  ne- 
cessity for  such'  vengeance  be  obviated  by  a  timely 
concession  to  the  constitutional  demands  of  an  en* 
lightened  people  is  our  sincere  prayer ! 
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